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Scandal Shadows Dodgers Opener

Ohtani’s interpreter Mizuhara fired over gambling allegations.
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japan-at-a-glance

Kyodo Photo

RESCUE AT SEA: Photo taken
on March 20 from a Kyodo News
helicopter shows a helicopter
operated by a Yamaguchi prefec-
tural firefighting unit conducting a
searchandrescue operation asfive
crew members went missing after
a South Korean chemical tanker
capsized off the western Japan
city of Shimonoseki, Yamaguchi
Prefecture, earlier in the day.

WEALTHY VISITORS: Japan is
seekingto attractinbound tourists,
particularly wealthy travelers from
Southeast Asia, to visit rural areas
in and around Osaka and Kyoto
prefectures when the 2025 World
Expositionis heldinwestern Japan.
The industry ministry’s branch in
Osaka invited officials of travel
companies in Thailand and Malay-
sia in late February to a program
that included sightseeing beyond
the usual trips downtown. They
were also briefed about the expo
by its organizers. The idea is to
promote tour packages tied to the
World Expo, slated to take place
from April 13 to Oct. 13, 2025, on
Yumeshima, an artificial island in
Osaka Bay.

insthesxnews

AIRPORT EXPANSION: Ontario
International Airport, a popular
travel alternative for Southland
residents, got a boost to its in-
ternational passenger and cargo
operations today with the an-
nouncement that it will become
an official “landing rights airport.”
Thedesignation from U.S. Customs
and Border Protection means the
airport, beginning in September, will
offerall CBP immigration, customs
and agriculture services, allowing
the facility to accommodate more
international travelers and cargo.
“This a significant step forward
in our long-standing partnership
with Ontario International Airport,”
Cheryl M. Davies, CBP director
of Field Operations in Los Ange-
les, said in a statement. “These
expanded services will boost the
local economy and foster the air-
port’s dynamic growth for years to
come.” CBP plans to increase its
service levels at the airport, which
is also expected to construct an
Express Carrier Consignment Hub
to handle the anticipated increase
in international cargo.

LOTTOJACKPOT GROWS: There
were no tickets sold with all six
numbersinthe latest drawing of the
multi-state Mega Millions lottery,
pushing the estimated jackpot for
Friday’s drawing to $977 million, the
10th-largest U.S. lottery jackpot. A
ticket with five numbers, but miss-
ing the Mega number, was sold at
a liquor store in Sacramento and
is worth $1,748,612, the California
Lottery announced. While tickets
with five numbers, but missing the
Mega number, sold in other states
are worth $1 million or a multiple of
$1 million, California law requires
major payoffs of lottery games to
be paid on a pari-mutuel basis,
meaning they are determined by
sales and the number of winners.
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Yen-Dollar Rate

DOLLAR UNCHANGED: The
Tokyo Foreign Exchange Market
was closed on Wednesday for
Spring Equinox Day, a national
holiday.
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U.S.-Japan Council

Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida meets with the members of the Japanese American Leadership
Delegation Program. Front row, left to right: Cabinet Secretary for Public Affairs Noriyuki Shikata, Yoh
Kawanami, Kathy Matsui, Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, U.S.-Japan Council President & CEO Suzanne
Basalla, Naomi Ostwald Kawamura, Derek Kenmotsu. Back row, left to right: Tomoko Hosaka Mullaney,
David Yoshimura, Rob Ohno, George Tanaka, Anna Ninoyu, Susan Miyagi McCormac, Darin Mano.

JALD Delegation Meets with Prime Minister

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Ten Japa-
nese American leaders traveled to
Japan from March 1 to 9 for the
2024 Japanese American Leader-
ship Delegation Program (JALD).
Organized by the U.S.-Japan Council
and sponsored by Japan’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, the JALD program
aims to strengthen the U.S.-Japan
relationship by facilitating people-
to-people connections between
prominent Japanese American and
Japanese leaders.

The group had the opportunity to
visit various locations to deepen their
understanding of Japanese society,
culture and the Japanese economy.

Delegates met with Prime Minis-
ter Fumio Kishida, Foreign Minister
Yoko Kamikawa, Cabinet Secretary
for Public Affairs Noriyuki Shikata,
Minister of Digital Affairs Taro Kono
and Mayor of Shibuya City Ken
Hasebe. The delegation also met with

KEIDANREN (the Japanese Busi-
ness Federation) and Keizai Doyukai
(the Japan Association of Corporate
Executives), and members of the
Japan-U.S. Parliamentary Friendship
League, including President Hiro-
fumi Nakasone. They also met with
senior diplomats from both the U.S.
and Japanese governments, as well
as diverse cultural and civic leaders
from various sectors of society.

As part of the program, the U.S -
Japan Council co-hosted a sympo-
sium with the Japan Foundation
titled, “Culture, Sports, and Commu-
nity: Harnessing Global Experiences
for Local Economic Revitalization.”
Keynote remarks were provided by
Professor Munehiko Harada, Chair-
man of the Japan Sport Tourism Alli-
ance (JSTA). Several of the delegates
participated in a second panel discus-
sion where they discussed the power
that culture, sports and communities

hold in revitalizing local economies
based on their own experiences in
their respective leadership roles.
The delegates were accompanied
by U.S.-Japan Council President and
CEO Suzanne Basalla and included:

e Naomi Ostwald Kawamura
(Seattle, Wash.), executive director,
Densho

* Yoh Kawanami (Honolulu,
Hawaii), director, Hawaiian Electric
Company

e Derek Kenmotsu (San Mateo,
Calif.), head of Partnerships, AI/ML
and Indo-Pacific, Defense Innova-
tion Unit

e Darin Mano (Salt Lake City,
Utah) city councilmember, Salt Lake
City Council

* Susan Miyagi McCormac (New
York, N.Y.) Founder & Editor-in-
Chief, JapanCulture-NYC

Please see JALD, page 2

Jurado, de Leon Head to November Runoff in CD14

Tenants rights attorney Ysabel
Jurado and incumbent City Council-
member Kevin de Ledn are on pace
for a November runoff Wednesday as
an updated vote tally showed them
holding onto first and second place,
respectively, in the race for the 14th
District seat.

7,460 votes, 21.26%.

According to the Registrar-Re-
corder/County Clerk, there are still
3,400 ballots left to process county-
wide — approximately 2,000 vote-
by-mail ballots and 1,400 conditional
voter registration ballots. The vote-
by-mail ballots are pending signature

The latest tally from
the March 5 primary
election shows Juardo
with 8,607 votes, or
24.52%, compared to
8,209 votes, or 23.39%
for de Ledn, according
to figures released Tues-
day by the Los Angeles
County Registrar-Re-
corder/County Clerk.

Jurado entered Tues-
day’s resumption of the
ballot count with a 398-
vote lead, upping her
margin some 80 votes
from last week’s update.

Assemblymember Miguel San-
tiago (D-Los Angeles) remained in
third, trailing behind de Le6n, with

Ysabel Jurado

Kevin de Ledn

verification from voters whose sig-
nature on the return envelope were
either missing or did not match their
registration records. It was unknown

how many of the remaining ballots
were from the 14th District.

The next update with be released
Friday, with election results set to be
certified March 29.

Because no candidate in the field
of eight will receive a majority, the
top two candidates will meet in a
runoff in November, likely Jurado
and de Le6n.

With more than 76% of the pri-
mary vote going to candidates other
than de Leodn, Jurado is considered
the heavy favorite in the runoff.

When she overtook de Ledn in
the vote counting to claim first place,
Jurado said in a statement she felt
“incredibly humbled for the support
and so proud of the movement that
made this victory possible — a vic-
tory for our entire community.”

“We’re going to finish what we
started — so I’m optimistic and ex-
cited about November,” Jurado said.
“We’re going to continue to knock
doors, hold community meetings and
barnstorms, and meet people where

Please see CDI14, page 4

Tai, Becerra Commemorate Anniversary of Atlanta Spa Murders

WASHINGTON — On March 16,
Health and Human Services Secre-
tary Xavier Becerra and U.S. Trade
Representative Katherine Tai issued
a joint statement on the third anniver-
sary of the 2021 Atlanta spa murders,
in which eight people — including six
women of Asian descent — lost their
lives at the hands of a gunman who
targeted three separate Asian-owned
businesses in Georgia.

“Three years ago, eight beauti-
ful lives were cut short by acts of
senseless gun violence that shocked
the conscience of our nation amid an
already disturbing surge in anti-Asian
sentiment. We extend our deepest
condolences to the families and loved
ones of all those affected by the tragic
events of March 16, 2021, and we

continue to share in the grief that
remains for many Asian Americans,
both in Atlanta and across the nation.

“As people of all faiths and back-
grounds gather in Georgia to mark
this somber anniversary, we are also
reminded of the Atlanta community’s
resilience and unbreakable spirit. Our
White House Initiative and Presi-
dent’s Advisory Commission have
been honored to work collaboratively
with the local community in Georgia
to confront gender-based violence
and anti-Asian bias, tackle the epi-
demic of gun violence, and ensure
that hate has no safe harbor.

“The Biden-Harris Administra-
tion remains committed to doing
everything in its power to ensure
that all Americans can live in dig-

nity and safety. We are continuing
to implement the first-ever national
strategy to advance equity, justice,
and opportunity for Asian Ameri-
can, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific
Islander (AA and NHPI) communi-
ties. Last year, the Administration
also released its inaugural plan to
end gender-based violence and
launched the first-ever White House
Office of Gun Violence Preven-
tion. And under the leadership of
President Biden and Vice President
Harris, we are taking significant
action to provide culturally and
linguistically appropriate resources
— especially mental health servic-
es — to impacted communities and
to building a brighter future for all
Americans.”
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June Kuramoto, recipient of the 2024 NEA National Heritage Fellow, has
enchanted audiences worldwide with her artistry on the koto.

JANM Congratulates

June Kuramoto,
2024 NEA National
Heritage Fellow

The Japanese American National
Museum applauds June Kuramoto
who is a recipient of the 2024 NEA
National Heritage Fellow. Since
1982, the National Endowment for
the Arts (NEA) has presented this
award —the nation’s highest honor in
the folk and traditional arts—to rec-
ognize individuals whose dedication
and artistry contribute to the growth
and preservation of diverse cultural
traditions in the U.S. Each fellow-
ship includes a $25,000 award and
the ten recipients will be honored in
Washington, D.C. in the fall.

Born in Japan and raised in Cren-
shaw, one of the few Los Angeles
neighborhoods where Japanese
did not encounter discrimination,
Kuramoto grew up on rock ’n’ roll
and soul music. Her musical influ-
ences inspired her to adapt Gene
Chandler’s song, “Duke of Earl” for
the koto, a challenge that pushed her

to fuse the koto with contemporary
music. This led her to establish Hiro-
shima, a Grammy-nominated Asian
American band that blended the
sounds of the koto with keyboards,
saxophones, drums, guitar, bass,
and vocals.

“June not only fulfilled her own
dream but became a mentor and role
model to so many young women,
giving them a sense of pride in their
culture and identity. Her contributions
to the folk and traditional arts are re-
flective of JANM’s mission and she
continues to give back by performing
at community events like the annual
Day of Remembrance, teaching se-
niors, and mentoring upcoming koto
artists. Her work has been honored by
the City and County of Los Angeles,
the State of California, Congress, and
the Smithsonian. June is indeed a liv-
ing treasure,” said Ann Burroughs,
president and CEO of JANM.
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Currency monitors at a foreign exchange trading company in Tokyo show
the U.S. dollar surging to the mid-151 yen level on March 20.

BOJ Ends Negative Rate Policy in
Shift from Bold Monetary Easing

By NORIYUKI SUZUKI

KYODO NEWS SERVICE

The Bank of Japan on Tuesday
ended unorthodox monetary easing
steps of the past decade, scrapping
its negative interest rate policy and
yield cap program, convinced by ro-
bust wage growth leading toward its
long-elusive 2 percent inflation goal.

In its first rate hike since 2007,
the BOJ decided to guide short-term
interest rates within a range of zero
percent and 0.1 percent, but said
financial conditions will remain “ac-
commodative.”

The decision made the BOJ the
last among major central banks to
terminate the negative rate policy.

The Policy Board said the Japa-
nese central bank will dismantle its

program to keep long-term interest
rates at rock-bottom levels, allowing
them to be determined by market
forces unless they spike.

The bank will also discontinue
buying exchange-traded funds.

The symbolic move signals that
the dovish BOJ is gravitating toward
policy normalization, which analysts
still expect to be slow at best.

“Unprecedented monetary easing
is now over,” BOJ chief Kazuo Ueda
told a press conference after a two-
day monetary policy meeting.

Asked how fast and far the BOJ
would raise interest rates, Ueda said
that depends on economic and price
situations. “Based on the outlook
that we have at the moment, rapid
increases will be avoided,” he added.

Please see BOJ, page 4

Murder Suspect Arrested After Barricade Near Gardena

CITY NEWS SERVICE

Authorities took a murder suspect
into custody Tuesday following a
pursuit and barricade in the south Los
Angeles area near Gardena.

The suspect led officers on a vehi-
cle chase at about 10 a.m. to the area
of 164th Street and Vermont Avenue,
where he got out of the vehicle and
ran off, according to the Los Angeles
Police Department.

Police set up a perimeter in the
area, and SWAT team personnel were

sent to the scene, where the suspect
ran into a bar and refused to come out,
according to the LAPD and broadcast
reports.

LAPD Cmdr. Alfonso Lopez told
KNX News there were other people in
the bar, and they slowly came outside
and multiple people were initially
detained until the wanted suspect was
apprehended. Lopez identified him to
the station as 25-year-old Luis Chavez.

Information was not immediately
available on the crime for which he
was wanted.
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Ippei Mizuhara is
accused of placing bets
in the millions with

an illegal bookmaker.

RAFU STAFF AND WIRE SERVICE REPORTS

Just hours after the Dodgers
opened the 2024 Major League
season with a victory, the team an-
nounced the firing of their marquee
player’s interpreter and friend.

Lawyers for Shohei Ohtani,
arguably the most famous baseball
player on the planet who signed a
massive contract with the Dodgers
in December, said Wednesday that
interpreter Ippei Mizuhara had
engaged in “massive theft” from
Ohtani and had used the stolen
funds to make bets with a Southern
California bookmaker who has
been under federal investigation.

The Los Angeles Times re-
ported that Orange County resident
Mathew Bowyer has been the
target of an investigation for some
time, and that federal agents raided
his San Juan Capistrano home last
year.

Several sources have said the
amount of money involved was in
the millions of dollars.

A statement issued Wednesday
from the law firm of Berk Brettler
read in part, “In the course of re-
sponding to recent media inquiries,
we discovered that Shohei has
been the victim of a massive theft
and we are turning the matter over
to the authorities.”

When Ohtani’s name came up
in the investigation, the Japanese
two-way star’s lawyers turned
their attention to Mizuhara, who
has been at Ohtani’s side almost
constantly since he joined the L.A.
Angels in 2018.

Ohtani himself is not said to
be the target of any investigation.
An attorney for Bowyer told The
Times, “Mathew Bowyer never
met, spoke with, or texted, or had
contact in any way with Shohei
Ohtani,” she said.

However, it appears Ohtani
may have been aware of issues
involving Mizuhara’s gambling.

ESPN reported Wednesday that
the network had seen documents of
at least $4.5 million in wire trans-
fers that were sent from Ohtani’s
bank account, to help cover the
debts incurred by Mizuhara.

In an interview with ESPN on
Tuesday, Mizuhara admitted to
betting on international soccer,
the NBA, the NFL and college

Dodgers Fire Interpreter
for Ohtani After Claims

of Theft, Gambling

Ippei Mizuhara (second from right) listens as the Dodgers’ Shohei
Ohtani speaks to reporters at Dodger Stadium on Feb. 3.

football, but never on baseball. He
insisted that Ohtani wasn’t happy
about the situation but agreed to
help to pay off the debts. He added
that he had previously placed bets
via DraftKings and assumed bets
placed through Bowyer were legal.

“I want everyone to know
Shohei had zero involvement in
betting,” Mizuhara told ESPN “I
want people to know I did not
know this was illegal. I learned my
lesson the hard way. I will never do
sports betting ever again.”

Sports betting remains illegal
in California.

No formal statement had
been issued by the Dodgers as of
Wednesday afternoon, other than
confirmation from a team spokes-
man that Mizuhara had been fired.
He had been with the team in
Seoul, where they are opening the
2024 MLB season with great fan-
fare, in a two-game series against
the San Diego Padres.

Born in Japan and raised in
the San Gabriel Valley, Mizuhara,
39, is a graduate of Diamond Bar
High School and UC Riverside.
After college, he was hired by the
Boston Red Sox to translate for for
Japanese pitcher Hideki Okajima.
Mizuhara first met Ohtani while
interpreting for Chris Martin of
Japan’s Nippon-Ham Fighters in
2013.

Ohtani signed a $700 million,
10-year contract with the Dodg-
ers in December, following six
seasons with the Angels.

As Ohtani’s stardom contin-
ued to rise, Mizuhara became
something of a celebrity in his
own right. His Instagram account
has more than 400,000 followers.
Nikkei fans took to social media on
Wednesday to express their shock
at the news.

Carrie Morita posted, “Ippei!
Say it ain’t so! How stupid, if
true!”

Soji Kashiwagi said, “An Ippei
bombshell. I feel bad for Ohtani-
san. He trusted that dude for six
years.”

Major League Baseball has a
steadfast policy on gambling that
forbids players, umpires, and club
or league officials or employees
from betting on baseball or making
illegal bets on other sports.

The Times said Bowyer is the
focus of the same prosecutors
who looked into the multimillion-
dollar illegal gambling operation
that led to charges against ex-
Dodger Yasiel Puig and former
minor league player Wayne Nix.

MIKEY HIRANO CULROSS / Rafu Shimpo

JALD

Continued from page 1

* Tomoko Hosaka Mullaney
(Washington), executive director,
U.S.-Japan Business Council, U.S.
Chamber of Commerce

e Anna Ninoyu (Chicago, I11.),
owner & principal architect, METIS
Design

* Rob Ohno (Ponte Vedra Beach,
Fla.), president and CEO, ANNIKA
Foundation

* George Tanaka (Los Angeles),
Managing Director, U.S. Bank

¢ David Yoshimura (Des Moines,
Iowa), Partner, Faegre Drinker
Biddle & Reath LLP

About the U.S.-Japan Council

The U.S .-Japan Council develops
and connects global leaders to create
a stronger U.S.-Japan relationship.
Members of the nonprofit educa-
tional organization believe people-to-
people relationships are a powerful
way to bring together leaders in the
United States and Japan to address
and create solutions to mutual con-
cerns. The council was founded by a
group of Japanese American leaders
in 2009, and became a Public Interest
Corporation (koeki zaidan hojin).

Kyodo News photos

Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani hits an RBI single in the eighth inning of MLB’s season-opening game against the San Diego Padres at
Seoul’s Gocheok Sky Dome on Wednesday. The Dodgers won the game, 5-2.

Ohtani Helps Dodgers Win Historic M

The “ShoTime” era
for the Dodgers begins
with a 5-2 victory
over San Diego.

KYODO NEWS

SEOUL.—Shohei Ohtani went 2-for-
5 with an RBI single and a stolen
base in the Los Angeles Dodgers’ 5-2
win Wednesday over the San Diego
Padres as Major League Baseball
opened its season with its first game
in South Korea.

Ohtani, a two-time American
League MVP who joined the Dodgers
over the winter on a 10-year, $700
million contract, chipped in with an
RBI as Los Angeles caught a lucky
break in a four-run eighth inning at
Seoul’s Gocheok Sky Dome.

Trailing 2-1 in the eighth, the
Dodgers loaded the bases with no
outs, and Enrique Hernandez tied it
with the Dodgers’ second sacrifice fly
of the night. With one out, a potential
double-play grounder shot through
the webbing of first baseman Jake
Cronenworth’s glove for an error,
and a 3-2 Los Angeles lead.

“Cro’s a very good defender
over there,” Dodgers manager Dave
Roberts said. “So that’s a tough error
for Cro but a good break for us, and
you’ve got to take them when you
can get them.”

Back-to-back RBI singles by
Mookie Betts and Ohtani capped
the rally.

Japanese right-hander Yu Darvish
started for the Padres. He allowed an
unearned run on two hits and three
walks while striking out three in
3-2/3 innings. He escaped a third-
inning bases-loaded jam to keep the
game scoreless but was not around
for the Padres lead.

“My pitching wasn’t that good,
but I was able to hang tough and
keep us in the game,” said Darvish,
who held Ohtani to one hit and one
extremely hard-hit foul ball.

“It felt weird facing him. It was
so like him to hit a rocket like that.”

For his part, Ohtani wanted to
pay his respects to Darvish, who had

Takerufuji Ties Rookie Win Streak Record of 11

OSAKA —No. 17 maegashira Tak-
erufuji won his 11th straight bout to
begin the Spring Grand Sumo Tour-
nament on Wednesday, matching
the record for a top-tier makuuchi-
division debutant’s perfect start set in
1960 by legendary yokozuna Taiho.

The 24-year-old Takerufuji de-
feated his fellow title rival and ozeki
Kotonowaka (8-3) at Edion Arena
Osaka, moving a step closer to secur-
ing a historic title at the 15-day meet.

Takerufuji tied the all-time record
since the 15-day tournament format
was introduced in 1949, set by the
former grand champion Taiho, who
went on to win the Emperor’s Cup
32 times.

It was new ozeki Kotonowaka,
who had a stronger start Wednesday,
halting the explosive drive from
Takerufuji and slightly knocking the
rookie off balance. But Takerufuji
shifted his body to his right to recover
his footing and seized the moment to
charge forward to claim an emphatic
force-out win.

“I feel my body is moving well.
I’m happy,” Takerufuji said. “I want
to be a wrestler who not only gets
recognized for records but also stays

in people’s memory.”

No. 5 maegashira and another
prodigy Onosato (9-2) is the clos-
est to Takerufuji in the title chase
after the 23-year-old beat demotion-
threatened ozeki Takakeisho (7-4) in
another upset.

Takakeisho’s opening drive did
not have enough to force physically
superior Onosato back, and the rank-
and-filer went on the attack, shoving
the stocky Takakeisho off the raised
ring. Takakeisho remains one short
of the eight wins he needs to stay at
the second-highest rank.

Hoshoryu (8-3) sealed his win-
ning record and stayed in the title
contention. The ozeki was forced
into making several dodging moves
in the face of a flurry of shoves from
Daieisho (5-6) but did enough to stay
in the fight before thrusting down the
sekiwake.

No. 6 maegashira Gonoyama (8-
3) and No. 8 maegashira Takayasu
(8-3) also won to join Kotonowaka
and Hoshoryu in a four-way tie.

Ozeki Kirishima (3-8) fell to a
losing record after he was forced out
by sekiwake Wakamotoharu (6-5).

—Kyodo News

The skipper said he enjoys the unique style of watching baseball in Korea.

mentored him as a youngster and
whom he was facing for the first time.

“I wanted to bow to him in the
batter’s box but was prevented from
doing that by the pitch clock,” Ohtani
said. “T had to wait until I got on base
to do that.”

The game, which rocked from
start to finish with Korean-style

Park Chan Ho, who broke into the
majors withthe Dodgers, throws
the ceremonial first pitch ahead
of the first of the two-game series.

cheering, was preceded by MLB’s
first Korean player, former pitcher
Park Chan Ho, throwing the ceremo-
nial first pitch to Padres shortstop
Kim Ha Seong, MLB’s first South
Korean Gold Glove winner.

San Diego scored twice off new
Dodger right-hander Tyler Glasnow,
who allowed two hits and four walks
while striking out three over five
innings.

Both runs came via leadoff walks
to Tyler Wade in the third and Manny
Machado in the fourth.

Wade, whose two-base throwing
error from third set up the Dodgers’
run in the top of the fourth, scored
on a Xander Bogaerts single, while
Machado scored San Diego’s go-
ahead run on a double play.

Yuki Matsui, San Diego’s fourth
pitcher, made his MLB debut after
recording 236 career saves in Japan,
protecting a 2-1 lead by getting two
sixth-inning outs. The lefty walked
one and struck out one.

The game also had an unfortunate
prelude when local police notified
the organizers of a bomb threat at the
ballpark. After a thorough search,
the venue was cleared for play,
although security was tightened at
entrances.

LB Ope

ner in S. Korea

Dodgers Manager
Dave Roberts Enjoys
Taste of Korean
Ballpark Style

SEOUL.—The Dodgers got the win
they came for Wednesday against the
Padres in Major League Baseball’s
first game in South Korea, and then
some.

The Dodgers’ 5-2 come-from-
behind win was played to the ac-
companiment of South Korean-style
cheering, with rival cheer squads
dancing and chanting down the foul
lines to rally supporters as each team
batted.

Skipper Dave Roberts, who was
born in Okinawa to a Japanese
mother, said it was a blessing to
be managing the historic opener in
South Korea and heaped praise on
the atmosphere at Seoul’s Gocheok
Sky Dome.

“It’s great. I think that the first
baseman, the third baseman, they’re
not used to all that noise on every
pitch, but it’s fantastic,” Roberts
said. “The energy and the enthusi-
asm from the Korean fans is great.
It’s certainly different from the
States.”

“We brought our ball club’s
songs and our kind of in-house mu-
sic, and the Padres brought theirs,
so it was a nice combined effort
from the Korean fans and our home
cooking.”

Asked about what it meant to be
managing in Asia, Roberts said he
had been trying to keep those emo-
tions in check.

“I’ve sort of just tried to be pres-
ent here in Seoul, but we flew over
Okinawa, Japan, where I was born
and where my mother was born,”
he said.

“There’s a large Japanese contin-
gent here, which has been fun for me.
I pinch myself a lot thinking I'm in
this chair right now, and very grateful
to be here.”

—Kyodo News

used kimono and Japanese goods.
This weekend’s event is being titled
the “Japanology Fair” and for the
first time will span two days.

Vendors will include “Beauty
by Kiyoko,” “Kimono Suishin,”
and “Kihara Art Studio,” along
with services such as kimono
cleaning provided by “Mita Sky,”
calligraphy by “Yofu,” and jewelry
by “Harumi Lunage.” Vintage ki-
monos will start at $29, while new
Yukata will be available from $39.
Also, $10 kimono and $10 obi are
on sale. Over eight booths will be
set up in total.

Nakajima brings together inde-
pendent vendors and individuals
looking to sell their kimono collec-
tions. As both the event organizer
and a vendor herself, Nakajima

Used Kimono Sale This Weekend in Gardena

A sale featuring second-hand kimono, vintage
pieces, new yukata, kimono accessories, handmade
items inspired by Japanese culture, and more will take
place in a format resembling a garage sale on Saturday
and Sunday, March 23 and 24, at the former Kihara
Art and Craft Studio, 1604 W. 154th St. in Gardena.

The entrance is located on Denker Ave. The event
will run from 11 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on both days.

Organized by Chiharu Nakajima-Teil of “Kimo-
noya LA,” the pop-up events offer affordably priced

treasures.

Vintage kimono, yukata, accessories, handmade items inspired by
Japanese culture and more will be on sale March 23 and 24, at the
former Kihara Art and Craft Studio in Gardena.

encourages visitors to come and uncover hidden

Nakajima has previously hosted pop-up events
in various locations including South Bay, Sawtelle,
Pasadena, Sun Valley, Orange County, and San Diego,
and welcomes more individual vendors to join, as well
as host new locations.

For inquiries in English or Japanese, contact kimo-
noyala@gmail.com or find on Facebook/Instagram/
Twitter: @kimonoyala.
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Gardena Buddhist Church
1517 W. 166th St, Gardena
90247, 310-327-9400. Garden-
abuddhistchurch.org. March 24
(Sun), 9:30 am—Hybrid Sunday
Service: Virtual And In-Person.
For Zoom Link, please register
on our website: www.garden-
abuddhistchurch.org To attend in
person, please follow all safety
protocols. Please refer to website
for more information: www.gar-
denabuddhistchurch.org

Higashi Honganji Buddhist
Temple 505 E. 3rd St, L.A.
90013, 213-626-4200. hhbt-la.
org. Bishop Noriaki Ito. March
24 (Sun), 10 am—Sunday Service,
English sermon: Rev. Brenion,
Japanese sermon: Rev. Naga-
mine. Service will be hybrid, in
person and via Facebook Live
on Higashi Honganji Buddhist
Temple’s Facebook page.

Jodoshu North America Bud-
dhist Missions P.O. Box 11068,
Torrance, CA 90510, 213-346-
9666.

Koyasan Buddhist Temple 342
E. 1st St, L.A. 90012, 213-624-
1267. www.koyasanbetsuin.org.
March 24 (Sun), 10 am—Morning
Service; 11 am—Goeika Practice.

L.A. Hompa Hongwanji Bud-
dhist Temple 815 E. Ist St,
L.A. 90012, 213-680-9130.
nishihongwanji-la.org, Rimban
William Briones. Services are
back in-person. We do recom-
mend that masks be worn while
indoors.

Long Beach Buddhist Church
2360 Santa Fe Ave, Long Beach
90810, 562-426-4014.

Montebello Plymouth Congre-
gational Church 144 S. Green-
wood Ave, Montebello 90640,
323-721-5568. montebelloucc.
org, facebook.com/mpccucc.
Please join us for online wor-
ship Sunday mornings at 10 am
at “mpccucc” on Facebook Live
or YouTube. For information
about live online youth/young
adult Bible study, please send
a message to BJ Reyes at sum-
merexkids@yahoo.com. %%
HEELOIFTTWA.

Orange County Buddhist
Church 909 S. Dale Ave, Ana-
heim 92804, 714-827-9590.

Ocbuddhist.org. March 23 (Sat),
7 pm—BEC Japanese Class, Rev.
Dr. Mutsumi Wondra (Zoom).
March 24 (Sun), 8:30 am—Mind-
fulness Service (In-person); 10
am—Sunday Service (Hybrid);
11 am—Adult Discussion and
Dharma School (In-person).
March 25 (Mon), 6 pm—BEC
English Class, Rev. Dr. Mutsumi
Wondra (Zoom). March 26 (Tue):
Office Closed. March 27 (Wed),
7 pm—Zoom Mindfulness Ser-
vice. March 28 (Thur), 9 am—Tai
Chi Class (In-person). March 31
(Sun), 8:30 am—Mindfulness Ser-
vice (In-Person); 10 am—Sunday
Service (Hybrid); 11 am—Adult
Discussion and Dharma School
(In-Person). April 2 (Tue): Of-
fice Closed. April 3 (Wed), 7
pm—Zoom Mindfulness Service.
April 4 (Thur), 9 am-Tai chi
Class (In-Person). April 6 (Sat),
4:30 pm—Shotsuki Hoyo Monthly
Memorial Service (In-Person); 7
pm—BEC Japanese Class (Zoom)
(Rev. Dr. Mutsumi Wondra). April
7 (Sun), 10 am—Hanamatsuri
Service (Hybrid), Guest Speaker:
Rev Mieko Majima, Central
California District, Message in
English and Japanese.

Pasadena Buddhist Temple
1993 Glen Ave, Pasadena 91103,
626-798-4781. Pasadenabud-
dhisttemple.org. Resident minis-
ter: Rev. Jundo Gregory Gibbs.
March 21 (Thur), 1 pm-Tai Chi
Chuan, start anytime, Yang style,
Chen Man Cheng lineage (40
minutes). March 23 (Sat), 10
am—District Buddhist Women’s
Association Meeting (zoom).
March 24 (Sun), 10 am—Buddhist
Service, open to the public, Dhar-
ma-message in English “Being
Oneself, Becoming a Buddha”.
March 26 (Tue), 11 am—Bud-
dhist Discussion, join anytime,
“Power and Sharing’; 1 pm-Tai
Chi Chuan, senior-friendly, (40
minutes); 6 pm—Meditation, Sutra
Chanting, and Vocal Nembutsu
(45 minutes); 7 pm Buddhist
Study Class “Presence and Tran-
scendence”. March 28 (Thur), 1
pm-Tai Chi Chuan as Exercise,
start anytime.

Senshin Buddhist Temple 1311
W. 37th St, L.A. 90007, 323-731-
4617. senshintemple@gmail.
com, senshintemple.org.

SNI Church (Seicho-No-le)
South Bay Center 14527 S.

Vermont Ave, Gardena 90247.

SNI Church (Seicho-No-le) Or-
ange Center 2225 E. Lincoln Ave,
Anaheim, 92806, 714-776-5759.

Union Church of L.A. 401 E.
Third St, L.A. 90013, 213-629-
3876. www.unionchurchla.org.
Email: English@unionchurchla.
org, Nichigo@unionchurchla.org
Weekly worship is held at 11 am
in-person and on Zoom.

Venice Hongwanji Buddhist
Temple 12371 Braddock Dr.
Culver City, 90230. 310-391-
4351. vhbt.org. We are open for
in-person Sunday and Tuesday
morning services at 9:30 am.
Services are also conducted by
Zoom as well. Special services
include the following: On Sunday,
March 24, at 9:30 am, we will hold
our Tsuki Tsuito Hoyo Monthly
Memorial Service, remembering
those who passed away during
the month of March over the
years. On Sunday, March 31, at
10 am, we will hold our annual
Hanamatsuri/Hatsumairi Service
celebrating the birth of the
Buddha. In conjunction, we will
also be holding our Hatsumairi
Ceremony, when our young ones
are presented to the Buddha and
Sangha for the first time. Service
will be followed by otoki lunch.
Please contact the Temple to
arrange for participation in the
Hatsumairi ceremony. Please
check our website for more
information.

W.CovinaBuddhist Temple 1203
W. Puente Ave, W. Covina 91790,
626-689-1040. livingdharma.org,
Rev. Nobuko Miyoshi. March
24 (Sun), 10 am—Sunday Service
(hybrid). On Sunday, March 24,
Sunday Service will be held at
10 am both in-person and online.
Dharma message will be delivered
by Rev. Miyoshi. Discussion and
the chanting practice will follow.
Please contact the temple (wcbt.
livingdharma@gmail.com) to re-
ceive a meeting ID and passcode
to join the service online.

W.L.A. Buddhist Temple 2003
Corinth Ave, L.A. 90025, 310-
477-7274. Rev. Koho Takata and
Rev. Koe Umezu. March 24 (Sun),
10 am—Dharma service, Dharma
reflection session. March 31 (Sun),
10 am—Dharma service, Kieshiki
affirmation ceremony.

Wintersburg Presbyterian
Church 2000 N. Fairview St,
Santa Ana 92706, 714-740-9400.
wintersburg.org.

Zenshuji Soto Mission 123
S. Hewitt St, L.A. 90012, 213-
624-8658. Check for details and
schedule changes: www.zenshuji.
org. Zen Aerobics for Seniors and
their family and friends on Sun-
days, 1 pm offered online Zoom
and in-person when conditions are
deemed safe. Call to confirm the
schedule and check the website for
additional classes.
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In June of
1995, Hideo
Nomo, recently
recruited from
Japan, was the
starting pitcher for the Dodgers
against the arch-rival San Fran-
cisco Giants, who came to Dodger
Stadium with the feared and hated
Barry Bonds threatening to defeat our
hometown team. This was Nomo’s
initial season in the major leagues,
and he was the first real major leaguer
from Japan. As of June, Nomo had
already won 5 games with just one
loss, and was on a record-setting pace
of racking up strike-outs.

My wife and I bought tickets for
the game against the Giants; I can still
remember the thrill of seeing a Japa-
nese man on the mound of Dodger
stadium, in full control of the game
and pitching masterfully in front of
a sell-out crowd of 55,000 fans. He
faced the hated Barry Bonds 4 times
and got him out 4 times — and each
time Bonds went down the whole
stadium jumped out of their seats and
erupted with cheers and stomping feet
and wild applause! Nomo ended up
pitching a 2-hit shut-out of the Gi-
ants, striking out 13 batters along the
way! When the game ended, Nomo
was mobbed by his teammates and
Manager Tommy Lasorda. This

The Rafu Shimpo manage-
ment and staff continually
strive to maintain high editorial
standards for professionalism
as well as accurate and bal-
anced news coverage. The
inclusion of a particular piece,
including columns and op-ed
submissions by contributing
writers in print and/or digitally,
does not necessarily reflect the
policy or position of the own-
ers, management, individual
staff members, and editors. The
Rafu Shimpo welcomes re-
sponses to any article published
in print or digitally. Responses
may be sent to author directly
or emailed to info@rafu.com.
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THROUGH THE FIRE By Biil watanabe

It’s Time for Dodger Baseball!

AN —

i

was a sight I had never witnessed
before — a Japanese sports figure in
the major leagues being cheered and
congratulated by excited teammates
and delirious fans.

This memory was special for me
because up to that point in time, being
a young Japanese American male, I
had never before experienced such
adulation for a Japanese male athlete.
Growing up in Los Angeles before the
arrival of Hideo Nomo, there simply
were no such athletes in major divi-
sion sports that JA’s like me could
point to with pride. As a high school
gymnast of very modest ability, I
was proud of local gymnast Makoto
Sakamoto who competed for the US
Olympic team in the 1960’s. Other
Nikkei sports legends could be named
such as Tommy Kono, an Olympic
gold medalist in weight-lifting, but
there was no one on the major league
stage until Hideo Nomo came to town
and mesmerized all sports fans.

Gradually things changed as JA’s
began to excel at major national
sports. My family cheered as we
watched Kristi Yamaguchi win Olym-
pic gold and we admired Ichiro’s ca-
reer stats worthy of the Hall of Fame
someday soon, and more recently we
applauded Colin Morikawa winning
two majors in golf and Naomi Osaka
winning four Grand Slam majors in

OBITUARIES

Ted Tatsuo Akahori

A funeral service for Ted Tatsuo
Akahori, 96-year-old, veteran of the
U.S. Army, Clovis, Calif.-born Nisei
who passed away on February 6,
2024, in Los Angeles, will be held
on Friday, March 29, 2024, 11 a.m.
at Senshin Buddhist Temple, 1311
W. 37th St., Los Angeles. Family
requests flowers be omitted.

He is survived by his daughter,
Julie Akahori; sister-in-law, Sue
Miyazaki; also survived by many
nieces, nephews and other relatives.

www.kubotamortuary.com

(213) 749-1449

Kiyoko Fujita
Kiyoko Fujita, born in Tacoma,
Washington, passed away peace-

Photo by MAKI HIRANO
The giant mural of Shohei Ohtani takes shape on the side of the Miyako Hotel in Little Tokyo. A dedication

of the completed work by artist Robert Vargas is scheduled for next Wednesday, March 27, at 11 a.m. Plans
are being made for guests from the Dodgers and the L.A. City Council to attend.

tennis.

And now Shohei Otani has arrived
in Dodgertown — the biggest megastar
in the entire baseball world, and the
greatest all-around player since the
legendary Babe Ruth! Shohei has
movie-star good looks and seems
to carry himself with modesty and
works to be a good teammate — he is
definitely someone the JA community
can point to with a bit of a puffed
chest! And don’t forget Yoshinobu
Yamamoto — although he has yet to
prove himself in the major leagues —
but these two players can change the
entire scenario of Japanese athletes
competing at the highest levels and
succeeding.

It’s been almost 30 years since
the magical arrival of Nomo, who
foreshadowed the beginning of a
major change in the perception of
accomplishment by Japanese sports
figures and it appears this trend will
continue for the next generation of
Nikkei in America.

I just hope I can afford to get to a
game this season!

Bill Watanabe writes from Silver-
lake near downtown Los Angeles and
can be contacted at billwatanabe@
earthlink.net. Opinions expressed
are not necessarily those of The Rafu
Shimpo.

nieces and nephews.

Private memorial services were
held on March 8, 2024 at Orange
County Buddhist Church.

Kazue Totsubo

A private graveside funeral ser-
vice for Kazue Totsubo, 99-year-old,
Yokohama, Japan-born Issei, who
passed away on February 17, 2024,
in Los Angeles, was held on Tuesday,
March 19, 2024, at Inglewood Park
Cemetery, with Rev. Ryuta Furumoto
from Senshin Buddhist Temple of-
ficiating.

She is predeceased by her hus-
band, Jack Totsubo, and survived by
her children, Suzanne Toji, Jamie
and Ronald (Geri) Totsubo; grand-
children, Jared and Kirk (Grace)

N\ o N\ fully at home in Huntington Beach  Nishikawa, Marcus (Erin) Toji,
a ” 11 on February 4, 2024, at the age of  Brian (Kathleen) and Mia (Theodore
Masako KOtsubo YOShlko Yo Mon]l 105. She rvgllas predeceased b}gf her Worce(ster) Ham;no, Emmg and Leah
January 15, 1919 — March 11, 2024 Yoshiko “Yo” Monji was born in Redondo Beach on husband, Tetsuo and 7 siblings.  Totsubo; four great-grandchildren;
December 20, 1924, and passed away on January 2, 2024. She had a long, good life and will sister, Hiroko Nojima; also survived
Masako May Kotsubo was born in Graveside services were held for her at Forest Lawn, Hollywood be dearly missed by her daughters, by many nieces, nephews, and other
Stockton, Calif. on January 15, 1919, to Hills, and a Celebration of Life was held at the San Fernando Igene ({aoule) Ya}llr.n.agnshl a‘(lid fl ‘?f‘é‘emf relatwes.k b
Toro and Naka Inouye. Masako married Valley Japanese American Community Center (SFVJACC) on (1 Oogglria t)-g?;rllflclﬁil d rgerna'narcl dl mrzfl?}; gvlv;\)/ 729(_)13528 reuary.com
Noboru Kotsubo on March 29, 1938, and February 17, 2024. ’
together they had three children: Sohei, She was the youngest of six children of Matsutaro and Kofu (7 N
Hiroko, and Shoji. After World War 1I, Hamamoto, and was preceded in death by siblings: Shigeo, o o
she and her young family moved to Long Hatsuno, Tomiko, Seiji, and Joe. Yo spent her childhood on the Masako Shlral
Beach and soon established a home. family farms in the El Segundo and later the North Hollywood
Masako loved to crochet and shared areas. After Executive Order 9066, her family was sent to the Masako Shirai, born on November, 6,
her skills with others. She taught crochet classes and Santa Anita Assembly Center, before being sent to Manzanar | 1931, passed away peacefully in her sleep
gifted hospice patients and dear friends and family with internment camp, where she graduated high school in 1943. on February 25, 2024, in Sedona, Ariz. She
her crocheted blankets and towel sets. She won awards for She was later transferred to Tule Lake internment camp, was an artist, an accomplished potter, and
her calligraphy, flower arranging, and, among the family, where she later married Takeshi Monji, a U.S. Army veteran. the owner of Garendo Gallery in Studio
was a top chef. She made traditional Japanese New Year’s After Takeshi’s untimely passing in 1980, Yo continued her g City, Calif., since 1972. She conducted
food (Osechi Ryori) and enjoyed celebrating holidays with employment in the cafeterias of the Los Angeles Unified School many tours of Japanese art sites, visiting
family and friends. In her later years, Masako continued District. The SFVJACC became her second home, where she National Treasure artists for decades.
to crochet, complete crossword and sudoku puzzles, and was actively involved in many groups. She was an early Masako was a true force of nature who
looked forward to her family’s frequent visits. riser and enjoyed making coffee at the Center, and bringing will be missed by all who knew her.
Masako passed away on March 11, 2024, at her place her Lemon Lush, Layered Jello or Cream Puffs for people to Her daughter Elisabeth, son Eric, and grandchildren
of residence. A memorial service will be held on Friday, snack on. She cherished the many friendships developed at the Jesse, Dylan, and Mia greatly appreciate all good wishes
March 22, 2024, at 10:30 a.m., at the Long Beach Buddhist “Center.” Her welcoming and caring nature will be missed. and condolences. In lieu of flowers, the family kindly
Church, 2360 Santa Fe Ave., Long Beach. She will be laid She is survived by her sons: Masaru Glenn (Ann), Garry asks that donations be made in Masako’s memory to the
to rest next to her husband at Green Hills Memorial Park. (Joy), and Curtis (Sharon) Monji. Her loving grandchildren are Pickard-Yamamoto Tozan Kilns Endowment, Fund 01174.
Masako is survived by her daughter, Hiroko; her Archie and Alex [Glenn]; Lori (Patrick Sato), Kristy (Lawton Donations can be made online at www.foundationnau.
daughters-in-law, Nori and Sandy; her grandchildren, Chung), Julie (Timmy Nguyen) [Garry]; and Kayla (Zach org or mailed to NAU Foundation, P.O. Box 4094, Flagstaff,
Steven, Lance, Stephanie, Michelle, and Gena and their Lintner), Kyle (Kaori) [Curtis]. Her great-grandchildren are AZ 86011.
families; including her great-grandchildren, Gabriel, Caleb, Mia Sato and Nathan Sato, and Niko Nguyen. She experienced
Mika, and Matthew. kindness and thoughtful acts of love by her numerous nieces
J L and nephews and their children. J J
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following federal holidays that fall on
a Monday (Martin Luther King Jr’s
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Thanksgiving Day, and Christmas Day),
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rency. Single copy: $1. POSTMASTER:
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Shimpo, 701 E. Third St., Suite 130, Los
Angeles, CA 90013-1789. Newspaper
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CARE SERVICES
HOLLY SERVICES

Your Satisfaction
Our #1 Priority

Japanese Bilingual
Caregivers provide
heartfelt care services

From 4 to 24 hours
affordable prices
Cover LA°*OC * SD
New open Honolulu

CALL 626-333-6767
http://hollyservices.com

Licensed *Bonded *Insured
Japanese Owned & Operated

F or information on how to place
an English section Classified
Ad in The Rafu Shimpo, please call
(213) 629-2231, ext. #100 or fax
(213) 687-0737, Monday through
Friday, 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Deadline
is 11 a.m. two days in advance of
publication date. Ads must be pre-
paid by cash, check or credit card
(American Express, Mastercard,
and Visa). Include your name and
a daytime phone number. In com-
pliance with federal equal employ-
ment opportunity, some ads under
“Help Wanted” may designate
“man or woman,” although the
use of such terms does not mean
jobs are limited to male or female
applicants.

Hope
International
Homecare, Inc.

Japanese bilingual care-
givers can cook, clean,
provide personal care with
all your home care needs.

- Part time to 24 hr care
- Companion care to
Hospice Care

We cover WLA, East L.A.,
Monterey Park, Orange
County, San Fernando Valley,
San Bernardino and Long
Beach.

(310) 782-7979

www.hi-homecare.com

SENIOR HOME
CARE SERVICES
JAPANESE HOME CARE

Japanese Caregivers available
to cook, clean, drive, etc. We
specialize in home exercise for
Parkinson’s Disease, Stroke &
more. Doctor of Physical Therapy
on staff.

CARELIFE (310) 373-6030
www.carelifeinc.com
Bonded & Insured

BEST CARE
CONNECTIONS
IN-HOME CARE

SERVICES

JAPANESE CAREGIVER
SERVICES

infoebcc-la.com
www.bcc-la.com

CALIFORNIA STATE LICENSE:
HCO#194700410

1-888-610-1160

(ENGLISH/JAPANESE)

ABC ROOFING-Since 1979. Free
estimate, reasonable price. Guar-
antee. Lic #425672 (213) 380-9073

Japanese Tree Trimming
Over 25 years experience
pruning matsu, juniper, maple,
kaki while dormant, and other
artistic trees. Serving all of
Southern California. Cal State
Long Beach grad.

TAKASHI TASH KUSHI
(714) 821-4808

Leave message anytime or call
after 6 p.m. Japanese is OK

TLC Renovation, Inc.
Carpentry, plumbing, electrical
& much more. Big or small jobs
welcomed. 25 years experience.

Licensed General
Contractor #538475
Bob Tanabe (818) 352-2233

TORRANCE
La Terrazza complex, built 1994,
RARE 4 bedrm, 3 bath, 2090 sq ft,
2801 SepulvedaBlvd #91,Torrance.
Needs remodeling. Price 900K,
Ursula Rhee, Remax College Park,
DRE # 01414016

(714) 390-4547

SOUTH ALHAMBRA -
Newly renovated courtyard
apartment for rent. 2BD, 1BA,
1 car garage. $1995/mo.
Ken (310) 515-3910

DEL REY (Los Angeles)
90066-90230
5369 Inglewood Blvd
$1,995.00

One bedroom upper apartment,
granite countertops and porcelain
tile kitchen and bath floors with
Berber carpet in living areas, re-
frigerator, gas stove, air conditioner,
full bathroom tub/shower - parking
and laundry on the property, owner
pays hot & cold water, trash, sewer,
close to transportation & shopping,
minutes to the ocean, near silicon
beach. No smoking & No pets
building — 12-month lease. Shown
by appointment only. Call only
between 9:00 am to 7:00 p.m. daily.

(310) 306-9370

g ADVERTISE WITH THE RAFU! (213) 629-2231
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LEGAL
NOTIGES

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

Case No. 24CMCP00031
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

Superior Court of California,
County of Los Angeles.

LOS ANGELES SUPERIOR
COURT

SOUTH CENTRAL DISTRICT
200 W. COMPTON BLVD
COMPTON, CA 90220

PETITION OF: IVY ELAINE SMITH
for change of name TO ALL
INTERESTED PERSONS:

1. Petitioner: IVY ELAINE
SMITH filed a petition with this
court for a decree changing
names as follows:

1. Present name:
IVY ELAINE SMITH

Proposed name:
IVY ELAINE PIOUS

2. THE COURT ORDERS that
all persons interested in this
matter appear before this court
at the hearing indicated below
to show cause, if any, why the
petition for change of name
should not be granted. Any person
objecting to the name changes
described above must file a writ-
ten objection that includes the
reasons for the objection at least
two court days before the matter
is scheduled to be heard and must
appear at the hearing to show
cause why the petition should not
be granted. If no written objection
is timely filed, the court may grant
the petition without a hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING
Date: 05/02/2024, Time: 8:30 AM,
Dept. B, Room 906

The address of the court is same
as noted above.

3. A copy of this Order to Show
Cause shall be published at
least once each week for four
successive weeks prior to the date
set for hearing on the petitioninthe
following newspaper of general
circulation, printed in this county:

THE RAFU SHIMPO

Date: 3/1/2024

FUMIKO H. WASSERMAN
Judge of the Superior Court

Published: 3/14/24, 3/21/24,
3/28/24, 4/4/24.

RS 100115

RAFO SHIMPO

Customer Service:

(213) 629-2231

Contact us to
place your
advertising today!

Dolled-Up Dodgers

Kyodo Photo

“Samurai’’ warrior dolls of Shohei Ohtani (far left) and rookie Yoshinobu
Yamamoto (second from left) of the Los Angeles Dodgers are unveiled
by doll maker Kyugetsu Co. in Tokyo on March 19, ahead of the boys’
festival on May 5, when Japanese households traditionally decorate
warrior dolls. Seen behind them are dolls of sumo wrestlers from central
Japan’s Ishikawa Prefecture, hit by a deadly earthquake on Jan. 1.

A de Leon representative told the

Runoff

Continued from page 1

they’re at to earn the trust and support
of every voter in the district.”

Jurado also recognized the road
ahead will be challenging, but said
she and her team are prepared to
meet those challenges head-on and
overcome them.

“With our multi-generational,
multi-ethnic coalition of movers and
shakers, I’'m confident that we can
build on our momentum and secure
a victory for the people of CD-14 in
November,” Jurado said.

Jurado took the lead for the first
time last week.

When initial voting results were
released March 6, Jurado was in
third place with 18.92% of the vote,
while de Leodn led with 27.15% and
Santiago was second with 20.27%.

ON THE GO?

L.A. Times that his campaign head-
ing into November would highlight
differences between the incumbent
and Jurado.

“The voters have a clear choice in
November between an experienced,
results-driven elected official and
someone who has promised to undo
some of the progress we’ve made in
housing Angelenos and cleaning up
sidewalks,” David Meraz, spokes-
man for de Ledn, told The Times.

De Le6n drew the ire of the public
and fellow elected officials, including
President Joe Biden, for his participa-
tion in a secretly recorded conversa-
tion in 2021 over redistricting that
included a series of racist remarks.

The 14th District encompasses
Boyle Heights, Lincoln Heights,
Little Tokyo, Downtown

Los Angeles, El Sereno and
Northeast Los Angeles.

PUT A TEMPORARY STOP ON YOUR

RAFU SUBSCRIPTION: CALL (213) 629-2231

Get Your Inheritance Fast!

Up to 90% OFF
Probate

Judd Matsunaga's
ELDER LAW SERVICES OF CALIFORNIA

A Professional Law Corporation

Call to see if you
qualify Today!

FULL SERVICE

HOME CARE

JAPANESE CAREGIVERS

(213) 725-22T5

CARELACOM

LIFE'S JOURNEY DOES NOT |

Green Hills Mortuary helps families honor life
through celebration and remembrance.

* Serving families of all faiths, with
special requests, and budgetfs
e Free advanced funeral plonnlng

GREEN HILLS MORTUARY

and memorial chapel, inc.

Lic.# FD1175; CA Insurance # 0737077

1402 Lincoln Ave. Pasadena CA 91103

Judd Matsunaga &8 UNDERSTANDING
Attorney at Law BBB
elderlawcalifornia.com
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BOJ

Continued from page 1

After the BOJ announcement, the
yen slipped past the psychologically
important 150 mark against the U.S.
dollar, and the benchmark yield on
10-year Japanese government bonds
fell to 0.725 percent, still below
the BOJ’s rough upper limit of 1.0
percent set as part of its yield curve
control program.

Prime Minister Fumio Kishida,
who views Japan as seizing a rare
opportunity to overcome deflation,
described the BOJ’s move as “ap-
propriate,” and said the government
will continue to work closely with
the central bank.

The departure from the negative
rate policy means higher borrowing
costs for companies and households
but a boost in the profitability of
commercial banks and other financial
institutions.

The development came as poli-
cymakers were heartened by strong
wage growth at this year’s annual
wage negotiations between labor
unions and management, a key event
that Ueda had signaled would prompt
a policy change. Still, the decision at
the end of the monetary policy meet-
ing was not unanimous, with two of
the nine board members opposed.

Former Governor Haruhiko Ku-
roda, whose 10-year tenure ended
last year, led the BOJ into uncharted
territory with a slew of monetary
stimulus steps to achieve the 2 per-
cent inflation target.

Since 2016, the BOJ has set
short-term interest rates at minus 0.1
percent, making it less attractive for
financial institutions to leave excess
funds at the central bank. The goal
was to prompt commercial banks
to increase lending and investment
in order to rejuvenate the economy.

“It has come into view that our
2 percent price stability target can
be achieved sustainably and stably,
with a virtuous cycle of pay and price
increases confirmed to be in motion,”
Ueda said.

Major companies such as Toyota
Motor Corp. and Nissan Motor Co.
said recently they had decided to of-
fer their largest pay hikes in decades
during the management-union talks.

Ueda said smaller firms will likely
follow suit in realizing higher pay
growth, adding that the broadening
of price hikes in the services sector,
a proactive stance on investment
among Japanese firms, and an im-
provement in consumer sentiment
were also factored into the latest
decision.

The policy framework of a nega-
tive rate and yield curve control has
“fulfilled” its objectives, the BOJ
said in a post-meeting statement.

It will not stop buying Japanese
government bonds immediately to
prevent a surge in bond yields that
would be detrimental to the economy.

“We have government bonds and
ETFs that we’ve bought in the past
on our balance sheet, so the legacy
of our unprecedented monetary eas-
ing will remain for the time being,”
Ueda said.

While cost-push inflation was a
trigger, the higher-than-expected,
average 5.28 percent pay hike offered
by Japanese firms in the wage talks,

Kyodo Photo

Bank of Japan Governor Kazuo
Ueda holds a press conference at
the central bank’s headquarters
in Tokyo on March 19, after the
BOJ decided to end its negative
interest rate policy at a two-day
policy-setting meeting.

had boosted market expectations that
the BOJ would act this time, rather
than in the next policy meeting in
April.

Yuichi Kodama, chief economist
at Meiji Yasuda Research Institute,
said the BOJ took “all possible steps
that it could take now to normalize
policy.”

“Governor Ueda would want to

avoid a scenario in which higher
interest rates take their toll on house-
holds, so there is a reason to be care-
ful.” he said, adding that short-term
interest rates can be raised to 0.5
percent in 2025.

The BOJ expects the Japanese
economy to continue to recover
moderately, though economists point
to weak domestic demand, especially
private consumption.

The BOJ’s persistence with ul-
tralow rates sharply weakened the
yen as its global counterparts rushed
to raise rates to fight surging infla-
tion.

A weak yen cuts both ways, as
it boosts import costs for resource-
scarce Japan but can be a boon to
exporters by inflating their overseas
earnings in yen terms.

The Federal Reserve policymak-
ers suggested Wednesday that they
continue to see the need for three in-
terest rate cuts in 2024, despite recent
signs of resilient economic growth.

The forecast, unchanged from
December, was released following a
two-day meeting of the rate-setting
Federal Open Market Committee,
reflecting its confidence that infla-
tion is coming down. It kept its
benchmark interest rate on hold at a
23-year high of 5.25-5.50 percent as
widely expected.

Hirono Introduces Legislation
Guaranteeing Time Off to Vote

WASHINGTON — Sen.
Mazie K. Hirono (D-
Hawaii) led 11 of her
colleagues on March 12
in introducing the Time
Off to Vote Act, legisla-
tion that would require
employers —upon the
request of the employ-
ee—to provide at least
two consecutive hours of
paid leave in order to vote
in federal elections. This
allotted time can be used
to vote at a polling place,
return a mail-in ballot, or take time
for “other voting-related activities,”
such as curing a ballot or driving
someone to the polls. Companion
legislation was introduced in the
U.S. House of Representatives by
Representative Matt Cartwright
(D-Pa.).

“Voting is essential to our de-
mocracy and all eligible voters
deserve to be able to exercise their
fundamental right to have their
voices heard,” said Senator Hirono.
“I am proud to introduce the Time
Off to Vote Act, legislation that
will empower more eligible voters
to participate in our democracy.
As we continue working to protect
voting rights and defend democracy,
this bill will help to expand voter
participation, especially in under-
represented communities.”

In a Senate Judiciary Committee
hearing on March 12 on voting rights,
Hirono asked Sophie Lin Lakin,
Director of the ACLU Voting Rights
Project, and Damon Hewitt, Presi-
dent and Executive Director of the
Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights
Under Law, about the Time Off to
Vote Act. While Americans voted in

Mazie Hirono

record numbers during
the 2020 presidential
election, research has
shown that many eli-
gible voters still fail to
exercise their right to
vote because they are
unable to get time off
from work. Accord-
ing to a poll by Ipsos,
about 10 percent of eli-
gible voters cited being
unable to take off from
work as the reason they
did not vote. The Time
Off to Vote Act would help to address
this issue by providing eligible vot-
ers with an allotted period of time
to vote and ensuring that taking this
time off from work will not affect
their benefits.

“Voting should not be a luxury
that only the well-off can afford,”
said U.S. Rep. Matt Cartwright,
who, along with U.S. Rep. Nikema
Williams, introduced companion
legislation in the House. “This bill
reaffirms our commitment to making
voting more accessible to all by en-
suring that American workers do not
have to choose between casting their
ballots or receiving a full paycheck.
This important legislation will make
it easier for working people to exer-
cise their sacred right to vote, and I
thank Sen. Hirono for her leadership
on this bill in the Senate.”

This legislation is cosponsored
in the Senate by Senators Laphonza
Butler (D-Calif.), Tim Kaine (D-Va.),
Alex Padilla (D-Calif.), Jack Reed
(D-RI), Peter Welch (D-Vt.), Bob
Casey (D-Pa.), Dick Durbin (D-IIL.),
Chris Van Hollen (D-Md.), Elizabeth
Warren (D-MA), Sheldon Whitehouse
(D-RI), and Ron Wyden (D-Ore.).
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