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Sun Valley Pride

VJCC celebrates 70th anniversary.
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ANOTHER NEW LOW: Screens
at a foreign exchange trading
company in Tokyo on April 24 show
theyenweakeningtothe 155range
against the U.S. dollar, hitting a
fresh 34-year low.

EMERGENCY LANDING: An All
Nippon Airways aircraft carrying
213 people landed safely at an
airport in Hokkaido in northern
Japan on Wednesday after a hy-
draulic systemissue was detected.
The airline said oil leaked from
the Boeing 787 plane, which had
departed from Tokyo’s Haneda
Airport and landed at New Chitose
Airport, resulting in what appears
to be white smoke, possibly due to
the oil vaporizing as it neared the
engines. There were no reports of
injuries, according to authorities.
The airport briefly suspended the
use of itstwo runways but resumed
operations around 10 minutes later
forthe one not used forthe landing.
The plane was later towed to an
airport apron.

HONDA PLANT IN CANADA:
Honda Motor Co. is planning to
build a new electric vehicle fac-
tory in Canada as part of efforts to
strengthen its production capacity
in North America amid intensify-
ing competition, sources familiar
with the matter said Tuesday. It
will be Honda’s second EV plant in
North America, a major market for
battery-drivencars, asthe Japanese
automaker is currently retooling its
existing factory in Ohio soit can pro-
duceall-electric vehicles from 2025.
psincthe:news: s
ARMENIAN REMEMBRANCE:
Schools were closed Wednesday
in the Los Angeles and Glendale
unified school districts to com-
memorate Armenian Genocide Re-
membrance Day, marking the 109th
anniversary of the start of events
widely viewed by scholars as the
first genocide of the 20th century.
The LAUSD Board of Education
adopted a policy in 2020 to close
schools on Armenian Genocide
Remembrance Day. Students and
teachers in the Glendale Unified
School District have been giventhe
day off on April 24 since the 2013-
14 school year. A bill establishing
Genocide Remembrance Day as
a state holiday to be observed
on April 24 and permitting public
schools and community colleges to
close in observance of the holiday
was signed into law by Gov. Gavin
Newsom in 2022.

GARDENA FIRE: A firefighter and
three others were injured in a fire
that tore through an apartment
building in Gardena and fire of-
ficials Tuesday are investigating
the cause. Firefighters sent to the
12900 block of South Vermont
Avenue about 11:55 p.m. Monday
extinguished the flames in the two-
story building in about 45 minutes,
according to the Los Angeles
County Fire Department. Accord-
ing to a report from the scene,
four apartments were involved,
three with interior damage and the
fourth with damage to the balcony.
In addition to the four injured, 28
people were left without housing
due to the fire, ABC 7 reports. The
Red Cross was contacted to assist
those who were displaced with
temporary housing.
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DOLLAR UP: Thedollar was higher
intrading Wednesday on the Tokyo
Foreign Exchange Market, finishing
at 154.90-90 yen, up .09 yen from
Tuesday’s close.
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GWEN MURANAKA / Rafu Shimpo

Margaret Shimada was honored at a retirement party Sunday for her 15 years as director of service programs
for Little Tokyo Service Center. More than 125 enjoyed a reception held at the Cabrillo Marina in San
Pedro. Erich Nakano, LTSC executive director, said Shimada was able to translate her gifts of empathy and
compassion into critical programs that addressed needs in the community on issues such as domestic violence,
mental health, as well as addressing wellness within the staff.

Assemblymember Al Muratsuchi and his wife, Hiroko, presented a proclamation to Shimada and unofficially
proclaimed it, “Margaret Shimada Day.” Her children, Courtlyn and Kenji, praised their mom. ‘“Mom, a
superhero at home, is still Mom a superhero at work,” said Courtlyn, who is one of the founders of Changing
Tides. Mark Usui praised Shimada for her years of work and said now she will be able to enjoy more time on
activities including kite surfing and pickleball. “‘So proud of you — see you on the court!” Usui said.

Delicious Little Tokyo to Focus on Cuisine & Culture

The ninth annual Delicious Little
Tokyo, a one-day festival that cel-
ebrates the culinary heritage and rich
cultural character of the neighbor-
hood, will be presented on Saturday,
May 4, by Go Little Tokyo.

This year’s event features a wide
array of activities, from food tours
that explore Little Tokyo’s hidden
gems to immersive, hands-on work-
shops conducted by local chefs and
artisans.

Among the highlights is a
guided food tour during which
participants will learn about the
neighborhood’s history and its
most treasured small businesses
while sampling dishes from local
eateries. Alternatively, food en-
thusiasts can opt for self-guided

foodie tours, themed “Nom Nom
Nihonmachi” and “J-Town Munch
& Lunch.”

At the Japanese Cultural & Com-
munity Center’s Noguchi Plaza, free
activities suitable for all ages are
planned in honor of Kodomo no Hi
(Children’s Day), from 11 a.m. to 4
p.m. Kids will be able to experience
Japanese flavors, games, perfor-
mances, and traditions. The JACCC
event will include a children’s cook-
ing competition.

Young visitors will also be
welcomed at the Terasaki Budokan,
where Kibo Nobori, a children’s art
and culture festival, will present live
performances, storytelling, and a
marketplace highlighting the work
of AAPI creators.

Image courtesy of Go Little Tokyo

A crowd waits in line at Mitsuru Cafe during Delicious Little Tokyo.

Rounding out the Asian Pacific
Heritage Month schedule is the
40th edition of the VC Film Fest
(Los Angeles Asian Pacific Film
Festival), presented May 1-10 by
Visual Communications. Since
1983, the film festival has presented
over 5,000 films, videos, and digital
mediaworks by AAPI artists, and
features seminars, panels, in-person
guest appearances, and filmmaker
awards. VC Film Fest continues to
be the largest festival of its kind in
Southern California and, according to
VC leaders, “is the premier showcase
for the best and brightest of Asian
Pacific cinema.”

Little Tokyo Community Coun-
cil (LTCC) project director Kisa
Ito emphasized, “We are excited to
bring back Delicious Little Tokyo
in collaboration with JACCC and
Terasaki Budokan and the VC Film
Fest. The events also recognize the
140th anniversary of Little Tokyo’s
founding.”

Ticket sales are now live. Early
booking is advised. To purchase
tickets and learn more about the
Delicious Little Tokyo schedule and
participating vendors, visit littleto-
kyola.org/delicious.

Attendees are also encouraged
to follow Go Little Tokyo on Insta-
gram @golittletokyo to stay updated
with the latest festival news and
announcements.

Go Little Tokyo is a project
presented by LTCC, which marks
its 25th anniversary this year and
is made possible with support from
Metro. For more information, visit
littletokyola.org/golittletokyo.

Kennedy Hayashi Selected as
Cooke Foundation Semifinalist

Kennedy Hayashi,
is among four stu-
dents from El Cami-
no College who have
been selected as
semifinalists for the
highly selective Jack
Kent Cooke Founda-
tion Undergraduate
Transfer Scholarship
program.

ECC students
Frankee Granados,
Pintack Gualotuna
and Emily Hidalgo
were also announced
as semifinalists.

Kennedy Hayashi

Hayashi currently
serves as vice presi-
dent of finance of the
Student Senate for
California Commu-
nity Colleges, repre-
senting more than 2
million students that
attend any of the 116
college campuses in
California.

“In this position, I
have learned to serve
my constituents by
training all of the
regional treasurers,
chairing the Regional

“Congratulations
to El Camino’s four Cooke Under-
graduate Transfer Scholarship semi-
finalists,” said El Camino College
President Brenda Thames. “Their
hard work and determination to real-
ize their goals are inspiring. We also
thank the staff and faculty members
who helped them on their academic
journey.”

After graduating from Torrance
High, Hayashi immediately enrolled
in El Camino and jumped right
into the Honors Transfer Program,
ASEM, and the Associated Students
Organization.

Finance and Fund-
raising Committee, and being the stu-
dent representative for the Chancel-
lor’s Office Fiscal Affairs Advisory
Workgroup,” Hayashi said.

“On the campus-wide level, at
El Camino College, I have been a
consistent advocate for the 25,000
students, now serving as the director
of finance, with the responsibility of
allocating funds for school events
and ensuring that student voices are
being heard.”

This year, the Jack Kent Cooke
Foundation named 459 community

Please see Hayashi, page 5

Applications Being Accepted for
Fukushima Memorial Scholarship

The Board of Trustees of the
Montebello Plymouth Congrega-
tional Church is now accepting
applications for the Rev. Joseph K.
Fukushima Memorial Scholarship
for the 2024-25 school year.

This scholarship honors the mem-
ory of the late Rev. Fukushima. who
was a pioneer pastor among the
Japanese American Christians, serv-
ing for about 55 years. He affirmed
the value of an education.

This scholarship seeks to assist
the education of persons pursuing a
major course of study in areas that
will develop the skills and under-
standing necessary to further the
development of Christian ministries.

Candidates must be enrolled or
have been accepted at an accred-
ited theological school and have not
completed their master’s degree.

Candidates must also have com-
pleted two years of undergraduate
studies by September of the award
year. An amount to be determined
by the scholarship committee will
be awarded.

An application must be post-
marked by May 31 of the award year.
An amount of $5,000 is available
per award. The scholarship will be
awarded by June 30 of the award
year.

For application forms or
for additional information, contact:

Rev. J K. Fukushima Committee
Montebello Plymouth
Congregational Church

144 S. Greenwood Ave.
Montebello, CA 90640

Tel: (323) 721-5568

Email: mpcc@montebelloucc.org

Centenary UMC’s Arigato Bazaar on May 4

You can follow the beat of the
drums and the delicious aromas
to Centenary United Methodist
Church’s annual Arigato Bazaar,
which will be held on Saturday, May
4, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

All are invited to this community
event, which brings people from
across Southern California together
for a day of family fun. Spend time
hunting for a special “treasure” in the
Country Store and handmade crafts
booths or place a bid on the silent
auction item that’s caught your eye.

Grab a seat outside to enjoy live
entertainment, including taiko drum-
mers, minyo dance, hula dancers, and
more. And you can’t forget to try all
the delicious food, including Cente-
nary’s popular Teriyaki Half Chicken
Dinner, beef bento, handmade sushi

and manju, Asian chicken salad,
Spam musubi and more.

Plus, there will be opportunities
to win prizes throughout the day.
Tickets are $5 each, which can be
redeemed at various food and shop-
ping booths (some exclusions apply).
Each ticket is also an entry into the
opportunity drawing for raffle prizes
and three grand prize drawings for
$500, $250 and $100 cash.

Centenary UMC is located at 300
S. Central Ave. at the corner of 3rd
and Central in Little Tokyo. Limited
free parking and shuttle service avail-
able at 420 E. 3rd St. (enter structure
on Boyd Street) until 6 p.m. with
event validation.

For more information, visit www.
centenarydtla.org or call the office at
(213) 617-9097.

KSCA'’s 3rd Bazaar to Be Held
in Costa Mesa on May 26

Koreisha Senior Care & Advo-
cacy (KSCA, www.koreishasca.
org) has been working to rebuild a
nonprofit nursing home where the
well-to-do and the less-fortunate can
live safely and receive quality care in
an environment free of bad odors and
pressure ulcers.

To raise funds for that purpose,
KSCA will hold its third annual
bazaar, details of which are listed
below.

KSCA seeks to hold its annual
bazaar in a location with a sizable
Nikkei community. Last year, it
was held in Pasadena and was a
huge success. This year, KSCA has
decided to hold it in Costa Mesa,
Orange County, at the Newport
Beach Higashi Honganji Temple.
Its main minister, Rev. Shigeo
Nagayama, has generously of-
fered to let KSCA use the temple
rent-free.

KSCA hopes that members of
Southern California’s various com-
munities will turn out in large num-
bers for this charitable and worth-
while event.

Time: Sunday, May 26 (Memorial
Day weekend) from 11 a.m.to 4 p.m.

Place: Newport Beach Higashi
Honganji Buddhist Temple, 254
Victoria St., Costa Mesa, CA 92626

Parking: Free

For more information, call one
of the following and leave a mes-
sage: Kenji Irie at (213) 200-2391;
Kyoko Watanabe at (213) 572-7743;
Rieko Johnson at (310) 245-2958; or
Masano Seo at (626) 657-6436.

If you would like to donate mer-
chandise to be sold at the bazaar,
bring them to the temple on Saturday,
May 25, from 2 to 4 pm. Tie a price
tag on each item.
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RAFU SENIOR EDITOR

More than 120 gathered Saturday
to celebrate the Valley Japanese
Community Center’s with song,
dance and a tribute to seven decades
of achievement.

VICC was founded in 1953 by
Japanese Americans returning from
the World War II camps who estab-
lished a small community in what is

Vle J C Celebrates 70th A

now Sun Valley.

VJCC president Christine Inouye
welcomed the gathering at the Odys-
sey Restaurant in Granada Hills and
said she is humbled to have held the
position for the past six years.

Organizations affiliated with
the community center include
Valley Kendo Club, Valley Judo
Institute, Akaoni Taiko, Chado
Edosenke, Nadeshikokai (kimono
club), Happy Yoga and the Valley

Buddhist Temple.

“We are a very small center. We
are like a family,” Inouye said. “We
are looking forward to the future.
Honestly, without everyone’s help, I
couldn’tdo it.”

Yoshiko Kawada served as mis-
tress of ceremonies and led a moment
of silence for members who have
passed away.

Past presidents Ron Nakamura,
Ken Kageyama and Lisa Hashimoto-

Left photo: VJ CC past president Ron Nakamura and current vice president Kristina Kehkejin. At right,
Ken and June Kageyama were honored for their longtime leadership at the community center.
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Every dream deserves an opportunity.

Pursue your aspirations with U.S. Bank as your financial partner. Get support for your journey
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your individual needs to create a financial plan that helps you turn your dreams into reality.
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Elardo were recognized with com-
mendations.

Posthumous honors were awarded
to Yoshihiro Sakaguchi, Ronald
Doizaki, Mike Takimoto, Sadao
Watanabe, Sally Hideko Norihiro and
George Goto.

Kay Oda, president of the San
Fernando Valley Japanese Ameri-
can Community Center, said, “I
think the founders of Valley Com-
munity Center would be proud.
Both community centers are doing
a great job promoting Japanese
culture.”

Congratulatory remarks were
given by Rev. George Matsubayashi,
Los Angeles City Councilmember
Imelda Padilla and Consul General
Kenko Sone, who later joined Marisa
Kosugi in singing a folk song from
Hokkaido.

Ken Kageyama and his wife June
both received special recognition as
active members who are more than
80 years old. Kanji Sayano, Hiroyo
Sakaguchi and Susumu Kono were
also recognized.

Ken recalled cleaning black-
boards and doing janitorial work
for the center, and also entertaining
children with magic. He has had to
step back due to health issues.

“Thank you everyone for your
support. I’m trying to hang on as long
as I can,” he said.

Bando Hirohichiro performed
a celebratory dance. Jazz guitarist
KAY accompanied Kosugi as the
gathering formed a wide circle and
danced “Kyushu Tanko Bushi.”

Group photo by TOM TREVOR

Est. 1953

Valley JCC is located at 8850
Lankershim Blvd., Sun Valley. The
next major event for the center is
their Obon festival, which takes place
June 23-23.
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i

;I

g
2

Above, VJCC president Christine
Inouye performs a traditional
dance, accompanied by guitarist
KAY. At top, more than 120 guests
and members attended the event.

Clockwise from above: guests
joined in the dancing to
“Kyushu Tanko Bushi;” Yuki
Tagawa and Marisa Kosugi
sing the Okinawan folk son
“Asadoya Yunta;” Akaoni
Daiko gave a thundering
performance; “Shogun”
actor Toshi Toda with Inouye.

GWEN MURANAKA
except where noted
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2024 Annual Benefit and Online Auction
- Saturday, April 6, 2024 -
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Thank you to our sponsors and guests for their generous
support in making our Benefit and Online Auction a success!

The 2024 Benefit program raised over $1.1 million and paid tribute to community leaders
and supporters of the Japanese American National Museum. Together, we amplify our
impact and advance JANM's enduring role in our democratic society.
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Lexus

ABC Stores

Disney

Jeong

Kathryn Bannai & Family
Bob & Carolyn Fujioka
Bryan & Betty Fujita
The House of Suntory
The Gonsaku & Mine Ito Family
JANM Volunteers

Arizona State University
Julie Azuma / Different Roads
to Learning
The California Wellness Foundation
Daniel K. Inouye Institute
East West Bank
Leslie Furukawa & John Hayashi

Grace Helen Spearman
Charitable Foundation

Ken & Jo Ann Hamamura

Nikki Kodama & Arnold Yniguez
Nakahira Family

N

American Honda Motor Co.
Capital Group / Kari Nakama / Kristine Nishiyama

Bank of America
Cooley / Koji & Angela Fukumura / Randall Lee & Stella

Signature Sponsors
MUFG Bank, Ltd.

Diamond Sponsors

U.S. Bank

Sugimoto Family Foundation (George, Lisa, Nathan)

Sycamore Tree Capital Partners
The Takeo & Miyoko Yuki Family

The Terasaki Family Foundation

Emerald Sponsors

Bill Fujioka & Darlene Kuba

Platinum Sponsors

Kansas Marine, Inc. / The Doizaki
Family
King's Hawaiian
Nikki Kodama & Arnold Yniguez
Mitsubishi Corporation (Americas)
Susan Morita & Alan Matsumoto

Gold Sponsors

Frank & Betty Hiji
Ito En (North America) Inc.

John O. Johnson & Kelli-Ann Nakayama
Kintetsu Enterprises Co. of America
Kintetsu World Express (U.S.A)) Inc.

John & Sarah Kobara Family Foundation

Lockton Insurance Brokers, LLC
Remembering Reiso & Shizuka Miyamoto
Apryll Mariko Nakamura /

AMN Technologies, LLC.

Bid For Education Leaders

Jay Shiba
Wendy Shiba & Lawrence Pittman

Media Sponsor: The Rafu Shimpo

ORIX USA
Jay Shiba

Brad & George Takei
USC Nikkei Student Union
Guy & Audrey Watanabe
Gordon Yamate & Deborah Shiba

Port of Long Beach
San Gabriel Nursery & Florist
Wendy Shiba & Lawrence Pittman
Sumitomo Corporation of Americas
Los Angeles Office
Sushi Gen
University of Southern California
Winchell's & Yum Yum Donuts
Yamagata Foundation

Lucille Tayama

Exclusive Local Television Media Partner: KTLA 5

2024 Lexus
Opportunity Drawing

Congratulations to William E.
Estrada from Covina, CA, the
winner of the 2024 Lexus RX
500h F Sport Performance!

Thank you to everyone who
purchased tickets and added
to the success of our event.

Proudly sponsored by

100 N. Central Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90012

213.625.0414 | janm.org
Janmstore.com | DiscoverNikkei.org
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Gardena Buddhist Church
1517 W. 166th St, Gardena
90247, 310-327-9400. Garden-
abuddhistchurch.org. April 28
(Sun), 9:30 am—Hybrid Sunday
service, virtual and in-person. For
Zoom link, please register on our
website: www.gardenabuddhist-
church.org To attend in person,
please follow all safety protocols.

Higashi Honganji Buddhist
Temple 505 E. 3rd St, L.A. 90013,
213-626-4200. hhbt-la.org. Bish-
op Noriaki Ito. April 28 (Sun),
9 am-Coffee & Dharma, Ana
Nakano-Sanchez; 10 am—Sunday
service, English sermon: Rev.
Toyoshima, Japanese sermon:
Rev. Miyoshi. Service will be hy-
brid, in-person and via Facebook
Live on Higashi Honganji Bud-
dhist Temple’s Facebook page.

Jodoshu North America Bud-
dhistMissions P.O.Box 11068, Tor-
rance, CA 90510, 213-346-9666.

Koyasan Buddhist Temple 342
E. 1st St, L.A. 90012, 213-624-
1267. www.koyasanbetsuin.org.

L.A. Hompa Hongwanji Bud-
dhist Temple 815 E. 1st St, L.A.
90012, 213-680-9130. nishihong-
wanji-la.org, Rimban William
Briones. Services are back in-
person. We do recommend that
masks be worn while indoors.

Long Beach Buddhist Church
2360 Santa Fe Ave, Long Beach
90810, 562-426-4014.

Montebello Plymouth Congre-
gational Church 144 S. Green-
wood Ave, Montebello 90640,
323-721-5568. montebelloucc.
org, facebook.com/mpccucc.
Please join us for online wor-
ship Sunday mornings at 10 am
at “mpccucc” on Facebook Live
or YouTube. For information
about live online youth/young
adult Bible study, please send a
message to BJ Reyes at summer-
exkids@yahoo.com. ##lE5&5E
LD TWLS.

Orange County Buddhist
Church 909 S. Dale Ave, Ana-
heim 92804, 714-827-9590.

ARRI
SCHEDULE

Ocbuddhist.org. April 27 (Sat), 7
pm—-BEC Japanese class (Zoom)
(Rev. Dr. Mutsumi Wondra). April
28 (Sun), 8:30 am—Mindfulness
service (in-person); 10 am—Sun-
day service (hybrid); 11 am—Adult
discussion and Dharma School
(in-person). April 29 (Mon), 6
pm-BEC English class (Zoom)
(Rev. Dr. Mutsumi Wondra). April
30 (Tue): Office closed. May 1
(Wed), 7 pm—Zoom Mindfulness
service. May 2 (Thu), 9 am-Tai
chi class (in-person). May 4 (Sat),
4:30 pm—Shotsuki Hoyo monthly
memorial service (in-person).
May 5 (Sun), 8:30 am—Mind-
fulness service (in-person); 10
am—Sunday service (hybrid); 11
am—Adult discussion and Dharma
School (in-person).

Pasadena Buddhist Temple
1993 Glen Ave, Pasadena 91103,
626-798-4781. Pasadenabuddhist-
temple.org. Resident minister:
Rev. Jundo Gregory Gibbs. April
28 (Sun), 10 am—Buddhist ser-
vice, open to the public, Dharma
message in English: “Already,
But Not Yet” (40 minutes); 11
am-Informal Buddhist discussion,
“Waiting for the Right Moment.”
April 30 (Tue), 11 am—Buddhist
discussion: “Aging, Death and
Re-configuration”; 1 pm—Tai Chi
as Exercise, wear loose clothing,
Cheng Man Ching lineage (40
minutes); 6 pm—Meditation/Sutra
chanting/vocal Nembutsu (45
minutes); 7 pm—Buddhist study
class, “Even in a Multiverse,
Ichigo Ichie.” May | (Wed), 7
pm—Board meeting. May 2 (Thu),
1 pm—Tai chi chuan, start anytime.

Senshin Buddhist Temple 1311
W. 37th St, L.A. 90007, 323-731-
4617. senshintemple@gmail.com,
senshintemple.org.

SNI Church (Seicho-No-le)
South Bay Center 14527 S. Ver-
mont Ave, Gardena 90247.

$NI Church (Seicho-No-le) Or-
ange Center 2225 E. Lincoln Ave,
Anaheim, 92806, 714-776-5759.

Union Church of L.A. 401 E.
Third St, L.A. 90013, 213-629-
3876. www.unionchurchla.org.

Email: English@unionchurchla.
org, Nichigo@unionchurchla.org
Weekly worship is held at 11 am
in-person and on Zoom.

Venice Hongwanji Buddhist
Temple 12371 Braddock Dr. Cul-
ver City, 90230. 310-391-4351.
vhbt.org. We are open for in-per-
son Sunday and Tuesday morning
services at 9:30 am, except for
Tuesday, May 14, and Sunday,
May 26. Services are also con-
ducted by Zoom as well. Special
services include the following:
On May 12 at 10 am, we will
hold our special Mother’s Day
service, followed by Otoki lunch.
On Memorial Day weekend, there
will be a variety of services,
including gravesite visitations
at Woodlawn, Evergreen, Green
Hills, and Inglewood cemeteries,
as well as a memorial service at
our temple Nokotsudo. In addi-
tion, we will participate in the
Japanese American Veterans Joint
Memorial Service on Saturday,
May 25, at the JACCC and the
Bay Cities Japanese Community
Joint Memorial Day Service at
Woodlawn Cemetery on Monday,
May 27. Please check our website,
vhbt.org, for more information.

W. Covina Buddhist Temple
1203 W. Puente Ave, W. Covina
91790, 626-689-1040. living-
dharma.org, Rev. Nobuko Miyo-
shi. On Sunday, April 28, Sunday
service will be held at 10 am both
in-person and online. Dharma
message will be delivered by
Rev. Miyoshi and discussion and
the chanting practice will follow.
Please contact the temple (wcbt.
livingdharma@gmail.com) to re-
ceive a meeting ID and passcode
to join the service online.

W.L.A. Buddhist Temple 2003
Corinth Ave, L.A. 90025, 310-
477-7274. Rev. Koho Takata and
Rev. Koe Umezu. April 27 (Sat),
11 am—Jodo Shinshu class. April
28 (Sun), 10 am—Sunday service.
May 5 (Sun), 10 am—Sunday ser-
vice, Dharma Kids program; 11
am—Dharma reflection session.
May 8 (Wed), 7 pm—Jodo Shinshu
class.

Wintersburg Presbyterian
Church 2000 N. Fairview St,
Santa Ana 92706, 714-740-9400.
wintersburg.org.

Zenshuji Soto Mission 123
S. Hewitt St, L.A. 90012, 213-
624-8658. Check for details and
schedule changes: www.zenshuji.
org. Zen Aerobics for Seniors and
their family and friends on Sun-
days, 1 pm offered online Zoom
and in-person when conditions are
deemed safe. Call to confirm the
schedule and check the website
for additional classes.

To submit information to our
religion calendar, please contact
Peter Yoon by email at Petery@rafu.
com by noon on Wednesday.

Anaheim Revive Church
(formally AFMC) 1001 N.
Mayflower St, Anaheim 92801,
714-827-0782 anaheimrevive.org

Centenary United Methodist
Church 300 S. Central Ave, L.A.
90013, 213-617-9097.

Central Japanese American
Community Church of SDA 2113
East Villa St, Pasadena, 91107. 626-
304-7800.

Chatsworth West United
Methodist Church 10824 Topanga
Canyon Blvd, Chatsworth, 91331.

Christ Episcopal Church 408 S.
Broadway, Redondo Beach, 90277,
310-540-1722.

Christ Presbyterian Church of
Hollywood 4011 W. Clinton St, L.A.
90004, 323-665-3581.

Church of Perfect Liberty L.A.
1130 W. 223rd St, Torrance, 90502,
310-328-4861.

Crossway Church of San
Fernando Valley (formerly San
Fernando Valley Holiness) 9610
Haddon Ave, Pacoima 91331. 818-
896-1676 (E), 818-899-4115 (J).

Davar Church 1539 E. Howard
St, Pasadena 91104, 626-398-2290.

Evergreen Baptist Church
of L.A. 1255 San Gabriel Blvd,
Rosemead 91770, 626-280-0477.

Evergreen Baptist Church of
San Gabriel Valley 323 Workman
Mill Rd, La Puente 91746, 626-
363-0300.

Faith United Methodist Church
2115 W. 182nd St (at Van Ness),
Torrance 90504, 310-217-7000.

First Presbyterian Church
2775 Lincoln Ave, Altadena 91001,
626-791-4271.

Gardena Valley Baptist Church
1630 W. 158th Street, Gardena
90247, 310-323-5683.

Gedatsu Church USA 7850

Hill Dr, S. San Gabriel 91770, 626-
288-1212.

Gospel Venture International
Church (GVIC) 17811 South
Western Ave, Gardena, 90248, 310-
527-6112.

Grace First Presbyterian
Church 3955 N. Studebaker Rd,
Long Beach 90808, 562-420-3393.

Hope Chapel Torrance 3521 W
Lomita Blvd, 2nd Floor, Suite 202,
Torrance 90505.

Japanese American Christian
Chapel 300 Mission Dr, Camarillo
93010, 805-384-9333.

L.A. Holiness Church 3660
S. Gramercy PI, L.A. 90018, 323-
733-5000.

Lutheran Church of the
Resurrection 9812 Hamilton Ave,
Huntington Beach, 92646.

Lutheran Oriental Church
2654 W. 164th St, Torrance 90504,
310-329-9345.

Mission Valley Free Methodist
Church 1201 S. San Gabriel Blvd,
San Gabriel 91776, 626-285-6788.

New Life Christian Church
1020 W. Kenneth Rd, Glendale
91202, 818-242-8801.

Newport Beach Higashi
Honganji 254 Victoria St, Costa
Mesa 92627, 949-722-1202.

Nichiren Shu Buddhist Temple
2801 E. 4th St, L.A. 90033, 323-
262-7886.

Orange County Christian
Church 4872 Bishop St, Cypress
90630, 714-827-2801.

Palos Verdes Baptist Church
28 Moccasin Lane, Rolling Hills
Estates 90274, 310-541-1811.

Pioneer Ocean View United
Church of Christ 2550 Fairfield St,
San Diego, 92110, 619-276-4881.

Resplendent Light Community
Church 3200 Ocean Park Blvd,
Santa Monica, 90405, 310-450-0459.

Rise OC 3198-B Airport Loop Dr,
Costa Mesa 92626, 714-641-1944.

Rissho Kosei-kai Buddhist

Church of L.A. 2701 E. 1st St, L.A.
90033, 323-269-4741.

Sage Granada Park United
Methodist Church 1850 W.
Hellman Ave, Alhambra 91803,
626-284-3229.

San Fernando Valley Hongwanji
Buddhist Temple 9450 Remick Ave,
Pacoima 91331, 818-899-4030.

South Bay Adventist Church
401 S. Prospect Ave, Redondo
Beach, 90277, 323-214-3123.

South Bay Japanese Episcopal
Church 408 S. Broadway, Redondo
Beach, 90277, 323-616-4208.

Sozenji Buddhist Temple 3020
W. Beverly Blvd, Montebello 90640,
323-724-6866.

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
1432 Engracia Ave, Torrance, 90501,
310-328-3781.

St. Francis Xavier Chapel
Japanese Catholic Center
(Maryknoll) 222 S. Hewitt St, L.A.
90012, 213-626-2279.

St. John’s Episcopal Cathedral
514 West Adams Blvd, Los Angeles,
90017, 213-747-6285.

St. Mary’s Episcopal Church
961 S. Mariposa Ave, L.A. 90006,
213-387-1334.

Sukyo Mahikari Centers for
Spiritual Development 860 E.
Mariposa St, Altadena, 91001,
626-529-4160, 23151 Camino
Altozano, Rancho Santa Margarita,
949-459-1409 and 3525 Lomita
Blvd., Torrance, 310-987-3082.

Sunrise Foursquare Church
5853 Laurel Canyon Blvd, Valley
Village 91607, 818-782-8738.

Sunrise Van Nuys Church
14705 Wyandotte St, Van Nuys
91405, 818-782-8738.

Tenrikyo Mission HQ in
America 2727 E. First St, L.A.
90033, 323-261-3379.

Torrance First Lutheran
Church 2900 Carson St, Torrance
90503, 310-320-9920.

Venice Free Methodist 4871

Little Tokyo’s Viral Rising Chefs
Series Returns for Its 3rd Year

This Asian Pacific American
Heritage Month, the Japanese Ameri-
can Cultural & Community Center
(JACCC) hosts the return of its cel-
ebrated Rising Chef Series, a dinner
pop-up series convening emerging
Asian American chefs as a celebra-
tion of food, culture and the spirit of
innovation.

Taking place within the JACCC’s
Toshizo Watanabe Culinary Cultural
Center (TWCCC), previously home
to acclaimed culinary residencies
such as Hansei and n/soto, the series
will feature innovative restaurant
concepts inspired by the Asian
American stories and experiences
of chefs H Woo Lee, Debi Min, and
Pete Duong.

Each week will feature a new im-
mersive dinner experience, including
a 5-course pre-fixe menu inspired
by each chef’s cultural heritage,
signature House of Suntory cocktail
pairings, welcome lounge experience
in JACCC’s James Irvine Japanese
Garden, and more.

The Rising Chef Series is a con-
tinuation of the JACCC’s long-time
mission to serve as a place of dis-
covery for Japanese and Japanese
American culture, community, and
culinary talent. Chefs will receive
hands-on sup-
port and guid-
ance from the
event’s third-
year veteran
and JACCC
director of
culinary arts,
Jane Matsu-
moto, and the
center’s chef in
residence, Chris
Ono, widely re-
garded for his

W 4

H Woo Lee

WEEK 01 | April 30 & May 1

CHEF H WOO LEE
@hwoo.lee

WEEK 02 | MAY 7 & 8
CHEF DEBISUSHI
@debisushi

WEEK 03 | MAY 21 & 22
CHEF PETER DUONG
@pete_eatss

THE HOUSE OF SUNTORY

The Nature and Spirit of Japan

ment for the JACCC, as we build
upon the triumphs of our last two
Rising Chef Series to commemorate
this Asian Pacific Heritage Month
with our Little Tokyo community
and beyond. We invite our entire
community to join us as we showcase
the culinary talents of Chefs H Woo,

DJED|

Debi Min

crafted chirashi boxes.

Min’s menu will feature an el-
egant omakase experience that deli-
cately showcases luxurious cuts of
fish and Miyazaki A5 wagyu along-
side comforting flavors inspired by
her mom and grandma.

The final week (May 21-22)
will feature
a restaurant
concept by
Duong (@
pete_eatss),
a Cambodi-
an American
chef born in
Long Beach.
Inspired by
his parents’
sacrifices as
Cambodian
refugees, he

Peter Duong

acclaimed Han-
sei pop-up and an alumnus from the
debut Rising Chef Series program.
Matsumoto expressed great en-
thusiasm for the upcoming event,
stating, “This marks a thrilling mo-

OBITUARIES

James Y. Kawamoto

A graveside funeral service for
James Y. Kawamoto, 98-year-old,
Reedley, Calif.-born Nisei, who
passed away on April 2, 2024, in Gar-
dena, will be held on Friday, April
26, 2024, at 10 a.m. at Inglewood
Park Cemetery, 720 E. Florence Ave.,
Inglewood, with Rev. Becky Hirata
from Faith United Methodist Church
officiating.

He is survived by his wife, Tomiko
Kawamoto; step-daughter, Jane Bra-
dach; step-grandchildren, Scott and
Sarah Bradach; nephew, Ken (Diane)
Koshimizu; also survived by many
other relatives.

www.kubotamortuary.com

(213) 749-1449

Hisako Terasaki

Private family service for Hisako
Terasaki, 95, a Los Angeles-born
Nisei and resident of Beverly Hills
who passed away peacefully on April
15, was held on Tuesday, April 23, at
the WLA United Methodist Church.
A public service will be held at a
later date.

She is survived by her sons, Mark
(Rindy), Dr. Keith (Cecilia) and Taiji
(Naoko); daughter, Emiko (Daniel
Cook) Terasaki; grandchildren,
Mayumi, Paul, Kazuo, Susie, Kenta
and Miya; great-grandchild, Ashima;
6 nieces and nephews; and many
offsprings and other relatives.

www.fukuimortuary.com

(213) 626-0441

Centinela Ave, L.A. 90066, 310-
822-8094.

W. Covina Christian Church
1100 E. Cameron Ave, W. Covina
91790, 626-917-0743.

Westlight Community Church
2650 Federal Avenue, L.A., 90064.

W.L.A. Holiness Church 1710
S. Butler Ave, L.A. 90025, 310-473-
2138 (E), 310-473-2130 (J).

W.L.A. United Methodist
Church 1913 Purdue Ave, L.A.
90025, 310-479-1379.

The Rafu Shimpo manage-
ment and staff continually
strive to maintain high editorial
standards for professionalism
as well as accurate and bal-
anced news coverage. The
inclusion of a particular piece,
including columns and op-ed
submissions by contributing
writers in print and/or digitally,
does not necessarily reflect the
policy or position of the own-
ers, management, individual
staff members, and editors. The
Rafu Shimpo welcomes re-
sponses to any article published
in print or digitally. Responses
may be sent to author directly
or emailed to info@rafu.com.

Debi, and Pete.”

Week 1 of the series (April 30-
May 1) will feature a restaurant con-
cept by Lee (@hwoo.lee), a Korean
American chef who has captivated
audiences by creating Michelin-star-
inspired recipes on social media. The
partially self-taught chef experienced
arise to stardom through his TikTok
series “You’re Gonna Watch Me
Cook for Myself” and his appearanc-
es on Food Network’s “Chopped.”

Lee’s menu features an exciting
showcase of Korean-inspired flavors
attentively crafted and presented with
a whimsical luxury.

Week 2 (May 7-8) will feature a
restaurant concept by Min (@debi-
sushi), a Korean American chef who
is paving the way for female repre-
sentation behind the sushi counter
and beyond. At 17 years old, Min
began working as a server at a local
mom-and-pop sushi restaurant when
it dawned on her that she had never
seen a single female sushi chef at any
sushi restaurant. Spending her entire
life savings, she moved to DTLA in
2020 to start her own sushi pop-up,
but was met with the crippling effects
ofthe pandemic. Through pure deter-
mination and consistency she built
her way up to opening Debisushi, a
thriving business serving beautifully

intrigued au-
diences by introducing accessible
meals and providing exposure to vari-
ous cultural dishes. Duong released
his first self-published cookbook, “A
Taste of Home,” on May 21, 2021.
Now marking the three-year anni-
versary of his cookbook and culinary
journey, he will make his pop-up de-
but in the Rising Chef Series kitchen.

Duong’s menu will showcase a
medley of rich, bold, and vibrant
flavors that pay homage to his family
and Southeast Asian heritage.

This series is made possible
through the support and donation of
House of Suntory. All proceeds from
the event will also go to fund further
culinary innovation and entrepre-
neurship, including support for TW-
CCC’s Culinary Arts Program, which
empowers aspiring chefs with a space
to share their stories, techniques, and
innovations.

Tickets for the pop-up — open
Tuesday and Wednesday for three
weeks across May — are available for
purchase at bit.ly/risingchefseries3
for $180. There are two seatings each
night at 5:30 p.m. and 8 p.m., with
each seating limited to 90 minutes.
This is a 21+ dining experience.

For more information, call (213)
(213) 628-2725 or visit: https://jaccc.
org/events/rising-chef-series-2024/

(7

other relatives.

Paul H. Okamura

February 5, 1929 — March 20, 2024

Paul Hitomi Okamura, 95, born on February 5, 1929,
in Boyle Heights, and a long-time resident of Montebello,
passed away peacefully at Kaiser Los Angeles Medical
Center on March 20, 2024. A Nisei, his early childhood was
in Boyle Heights and his parents operated Toyo Florist &
Nursery in Little Tokyo. The Okamura family evacuated
from the Sawtelle neighborhood to be incarcerated at
Manzanar War Relocation Center during WWIL. After the
war, his family relocated to Chicago, where he graduated
from high school and later enlisted in the U.S. Air Force,
achieving staff sergeant rank, and was in the Berlin Airlift
at Rhein-Main Air Base in West Germany and the Korean
War based out of Ashiya Air Base in Fukuoka, Japan. After
his honorable discharge he returned to Chicago, but it
wasn’t long before he relocated to East Los Angeles to join
his parents and younger sister. Busy raising a family, Paul
and Masako supported their three sons” youth activities
and adulthood endeavors. After retiring from the City of
Los Angeles Dept. of Water and Power as a draftsman for
38 years, the couple were always together. Bringing them
the most joy was being with family and relatives.

Paul is predeceased by his loving wife of 64 years,
Masako; his parents, Toshiyuki and Chiharu Okamura;
sisters, Grace Hori and Dorothy Shigeoka; and sister-in-law,
Yoko Babaoka; and is survived by his children, Michael,
Robert (Marie), Steven (Theresa); brother, Toshikazu
Okamura; sister, Catherine Ibaraki; sister-in-law, Sadako
Fukuzawa; grandchildren, Christian Okamura, Ryan
Okamura, Nelson Saravia, Joshua Rose, Michael Rose,
Dylan Rose; two great-grandchildren; nieces, nephews and

A Celebration of Life was held on Wednesday, April
17, 2024, at Fukui Mortuary’s Chapel in the Garden, and
graveside service was at Rose Hills Memorial Park Cherry
Blossom Lawn with Rev. Mitchell Young of Montebello
Plymouth Congregational Church officiating.

www.fukuimortuary.com (213) 626-0441
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THE RAFU SHIMPOe
(USPS 454-140)

The Rafu Shimpo is published daily,
except Sundays, Mondays, Fridays,
federal holidays (excluding January 1),
Dec. 31, Jan. 2, Jan. 3 and the Tuesdays
following federal holidays that fall on
a Monday (Martin Luther King Jr’s
Birthday, President’s Day, Memorial Day,
Labor Day, Columbus Day, Veteran’s Day,
Thanksgiving Day, and Christmas Day),
by Michael Komai at 701 E. Third St.,
Suite 130, Los Angeles, CA 90013-1789.
Periodicals Postage Paid at Los Angeles,
California: $49 for three months; $91 for
six months; $177 per year, in the United
States, payable in advance in U.S. cur-
rency. Single copy: $1. POSTMASTER:
Send address change to The Rafu
Shimpo, 701 E. Third St., Suite 130, Los
Angeles, CA 90013-1789. Newspaper
assumes no responsibility for care and
return of unsolicited materials.

F or information on how to place
an English section Classified
Ad in The Rafu Shimpo, please call
(213) 629-2231, ext. #100 or fax
(213) 687-0737, Monday through
Friday, 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Deadline
is 11 a.m. two days in advance of
publication date. Ads must be pre-
paid by cash, check or credit card
(American Express, Mastercard,
and Visa). Include your name and
a daytime phone number. In com-
pliance with federal equal employ-
ment opportunity, some ads under
“Help Wanted” may designate
“man or woman,” although the
use of such terms does not mean
jobs are limited to male or female
applicants.

CARE SERVICES

Holly Services

provides excellent
caregiving services to
Los Angeles, OC, SD,

HI, and Japan.

From 4 to 24 hours

Rates start at $29/hr

Call 626-333-6767
All the staff employed

Bonded & business/
workers’ comp insured
License #194700619

Hope
International
Homecare, Inc.

Japanese bilingual care-
givers can cook, clean,
provide personal care with
all your home care needs.
- Part time to 24 hr care

- Companion care to
Hospice Care

We cover WLA, East L.A.,
Monterey Park, Orange
County, San Fernando Valley,
San Bernardino and Long
Beach.

(310) 782-7979

www.hi-homecare.com

FICTITIOUS
BUSINESS NAMES

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
2024076463

The following person(s) is (are)
doing business as:

1. GLEZ TRANSMISSION, 7712
GREENLEAF, WHITTIER CA
90602. LOS ANGELES COUNTY

Articles of Incorporation or
Organization Number: Al #ON

REGISTERED OWNERS:
1. JOSE C. GONZALEZ, 7712
GREENLEAF, WHITTIER CA
90602.

This business is being con-
ducted by: an Individual. The
date registrant commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed above on 01/2024.
| declare that all information in
this statement is true and correct.

Signed:
JOSE C. GONZALEZ, OWNER.

This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Los Angeles
on APRIL 9, 2024.

NOTICE—In accordance with
subdivision (a) of Section 17920, a
Fictitious Name Statement gener-
ally expires at the end of five years
from the date on which it was filed
in the Office of the County Clerk,
except, as provided in Subdivision
(b) of Section 17920, where it ex-
pires 40 days after any change in
the facts set forth in the statement
pursuant to Section 17913 other
than a change in the residence
address of a registered owner.
A new Fictitious Business Name
Statement must be filed before
the expiration. Effective January
1, 2014, the Fictitious Business
Name Statement must be accom-
panied by the Affidavit of Identity
Form. The filing of this statement
does not of itself authorize the use
in this state of a Fictitious Business
Name in violation of the rights of
another under federal, state, or
common law (See Section 14411
et seq., Business and Professions
Code). | hereby certify that this
copy is a correct copy of the origi-
nal statement on file in my office.
DEAN C. LOGAN, Los Angeles
County Clerk.

Published: 4/11/24, 4/18/24,
4/25/24, 5/2/24.

LEGAL NOTICES (213) 629-2231

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

Case No. 24CMCP00050
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

Superior Court of California,
County of Los Angeles.

SOUTH CENTRAL DISTRICT
COMPTON BRANCH

200 W. COMPTON BLVD
COMPTON, CA 90220

PETITION OF: EVA CAROLINE
SMITH by and through her
parents, TIFFANY SMITH and
CHRISTOPHER DOMINGUEZ
for change of name TO ALL
INTERESTED PERSONS:

1. Petitioner: EVA
CAROLINE SMITH by and through
her parents, TIFFANY SMITH and
CHRISTOPHER DOMINGUEZ
filed a petition with this court
for a decree changing names
as follows:

Present name:
EVA CAROLINE SMITH

Proposed name:
EVA CAROLINE DOMINGUEZ

2. THE COURT ORDERS that
all persons interested in this
matter appear before this court
at the hearing indicated below
to show cause, if any, why the
petition for change of name
should not be granted. Any person
objecting to the name changes
described above must file a writ-
ten objection that includes the
reasons for the objection at least
two court days before the matter
is scheduled to be heard and must
appear at the hearing to show
cause why the petition should not
be granted. If no written objection
is timely filed, the court may grant
the petition without a hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING
Date: 05/30/2024, Time: 8:30 AM,
Dept. E, Room 1004

The address of the court is same
as noted above.

3. A copy of this Order to Show
Cause shall be published at
least once each week for four
successive weeks prior to the date
set for hearing on the petitionin the
following newspaper of general
circulation, printed in this county:

THE RAFU SHIMPO

Date: 3/27/2024

WENDY L. WILCOX

Judge of the Superior Court

Published: 4/4/24, 4/11/24,
4/18/24, 4/25/24.

RS 100116

B Everrt Chaleridas

APRIL 27 — Michael Paulo, 7 pm at Spaghettini Jazz
Club Lounge, 3005 Old Ranch Parkway, Seal Beach.
He will have his latest record at this performance. Great
music, food and drinks. $55-$65. Info: (562) 596-2199,
https://spaghettini.com/event/michael-paulo-4-27-24/

MAY 18 — Nancy Kikuchi Volunteer Day 2024/Little
Tokyo Sparkle, 9 am-12:30 pm. Volunteers will sweep,
scrape, pick up trash, clean up sidewalks. Meet at JACCC
Plaza, 244 S San Pedro St. Bring hachimaki, gloves,
hats, sunscreen. Info: LittleTokyoSparkle@ gmail.com,
littletokyosparkle.com. Donations can be made to Little

Tokyo Public Safety.

Through SEPT 1 — Giant Robot Biennale 5 at
Japanese American National Museum, 100 N Central
Ave, Little Tokyo. Engaging art, music, and activities
that celebrate a staple of Asian American alternative
pop culture and an influential brand encompassing pop
art, skateboard, comic book, graphic arts, and vinyl toy
culture. Tickets: https://www.janm.org/exhibits/grb5.

SENIOR HOME
CARE SERVICES
JAPANESE HOME CARE

Japanese Caregivers available
to cook, clean, drive, etc. We
specialize in home exercise for
Parkinson’s Disease, Stroke &
more. Doctor of Physical Therapy
on staff.

CARELIFE (310) 373-6030
www.carelifeinc.com
Bonded & Insured

BEST CARE
CONNECTIONS
IN-HOME CARE

SERVICES

JAPANESE CAREGIVER
SERVICES

infoebcc-la.com
www.bcc-la.com

CALIFORNIA STATE LICENSE:
HCO#194700410

1-888-610-1160

(ENGLISH/JAPANESE)

ABC ROOFING-Since 1979. Free
estimate, reasonable price. Guar-
antee. Lic #425672 (213) 380-9073

Japanese Tree Trimming
Over 25 years experience
pruning matsu, juniper, maple,
kaki while dormant, and other
artistic trees. Serving all of
Southern California. Cal State

FISH POND SPECIALIST

Fish pond construction repair &
maintenance. Solve any problem
in the fish pond. Guarantee water
inthe pondis clean &clear. In busi-
ness since 1987. Please call or text
David at (626) 353-4841 or leave a
message.

SOUTH ALHAMBRA
Newly renovated courtyard
apartment for rent. 2BD, 1BA,
1 car garage. $1995/mo.
Ken (310) 515-3910

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
REGIONAL RAIL
AUTHORITY

IFB NO. PO940R-24

PARTS FOR TAYLOR-
DUNN ULITILY CARTS

SCRRA is seeking bids for Parts
for Taylor-Dunn Utility Carts. Bid
documents may be obtained
at https://metrolinktrains.com/
doing-business (free registration).
Electronic Bids are due by 2:00PM
(PT) on 5/15/24.

For further information, con-
tact Dorothea Cantero, Contract
Administrator, at (213) 452-0302 or
CanteroD@scrra.net.

PROUD TO ANNOUNCE...

Byul Stella

Jung
ESQ.

IR Trust Department
Head Attorney

-Medi-Cal Planning
-Living Trusts & Wills
-Power of Attorney
*Trust Administration

Judd Masunaga's
ELDER LAW SERVICES OF CALIFORNIA
" ‘APofessond Law Corporaion

Judd Matsunaga
Attorney at Law
elderlawcalifornia.com

Complete Fishing Tackle
c»,.

N N

1402 Lincoln Ave. Pasadena CA 91103

FD #808

FUKUI
IS

UNDERSTANDING

SINCE 1918

FUKUI MORTUARY
707 E. Temple Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012

213-626-0441

John Saga

Electrical & Plumbing
Lic. #B502655 C10 C36
Specializing in:
Solar/Bath & Kitchen Remodel/
Electrical Panel Upgrade
Tank-less Water Heater-Re-Pipe-Repairs & More

310-377-2077

| eric akutagawa

a name you know and trust

Ask Me About

FULL SERVICE

HOME CARE

JAPANESE CAREGIVERS

[213) 725-2275
WAAWIRA RELACCHM
CALIFORNIA LICEMSE &: 194700134

OYAMA PLUMBING

WE’RE
HIRING

This individual will handle
a variety of administrative
and creative tasks related
to the capital campaign. A
successful candidate must
be organized, have strong
written and oral communi-
cation skills and a passion
for the mission of the
SFVJACC.

For more information and to apply

https://www.sfvjacc.com

or ProjectNozomi@sfvjacc.com

i

PROJECT l§NOZOMI
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213 625 1122
BUNKADOONLINE.COM

Sharing. Community. Legacy
kubotamortuary.com

Serving the community
over 70 years.

Long Beach grad.
TAKASHI TASH KUSHI
(714) 821-4808

Leave message anytime or call
after 6 p.m. Japanese is OK

4/25/24

TLC Renovation, Inc.

CNS-3802416#
RAFU SHIMPO

Compass Concierge!

310.890.1118

Carpentry, plumbing, electrical
& much more. Big or small jobs
welcomed. 25 years experience.

Licensed General
Contractor #538475
Bob Tanabe (818) 352-2233

TOGETHER,
WE ARE BETTER!
STAY SAFE.

006000005,

ADVERTISE WITH THE RAFU! (213) 629-2231 g

" COMPASS

PAUL MIDDO 911 Venice Blvd
LICENSE # 758457 Los Angeles, CA 90015
(323) 313-5392 T:213-749-1449
REALIORT | DRe uezssst RESIDENTIAL REPAIRS-REMODELING-REPIPING F: 213-749-0265
INSURED

FD-929
YAMAGUCHI

TERMITE CONTROL

Green Hills Mortuary helps familiés honor life
through celebration and remembrance.

* Serving families of all faiths, with
special requests, and budgefs
* Free advanced funeral planning

GREEN HILLS MORTUARY

and memorial chapel, inc.

Lic.# FD1175; CA Insurance # 0737077

SERVICE

INSPECTION and ESTIMATES
TERMITE REPORTS and ESCROW

(323) 663-1161

STATE LICENSE NO. 6377

KYODO NEWS SERVICE

NEW YORK — Former Japanese Prime
Minister Taro Aso met with Donald
Trump on Tuesday in New York, at a
time when leaders and senior officials
of some countries have been building
rapport with the former U.S. president
ahead of the November election.

Aso, vice president of Japan’s rul-
ing Liberal Democratic Party, was a
longtime ally of the late former Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe, who built a strong
personal relationship with Trump when
the two led their respective countries.

Even after stepping down as prime
minister in 2009, Aso, an 83-year-old
House of Representatives member, re-
mains one of the most influential politi-
cians in the party, currently headed by
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida.

“He’s a highly respected man in
Japan and beyond,” Trump told reporters
as he greeted Aso in the lobby of Trump
Tower. “It’s a great honor to have him.”

Tuesday’s meeting took place after
Trump, the presumptive Republican
candidate for the presidency, attended
a session of his criminal trial related to
an alleged cover-up of hush money paid
on his behalf to a porn star ahead of the
2016 presidential election.

In Tokyo on Tuesday, Japanese Foreign
Minister Yoko Kamikawa told reporters
that “the government was not involved”
in arranging the meeting between Aso and
Trump, saying Aso’s trip to the U.S. is in
his capacity as a lawmaker.

Earlier this month, Trump, 77, met
with former British Prime Minister
David Cameron, who now serves as
foreign secretary, as well as with Pol-
ish President Andrzej Duda. Hungarian
Prime Minister Viktor Orban also met
with Trump last month.

Kyodo Photo

Former Japanese Prime Minister Taro Aso, vice president of Japan’s ruling Liberal
Democratic Party, returns to his hotel in New York on April 23, after meeting with
Republican presidential candidate and former President Donald Trump.

Trump, whose presidency ran through
January 2021, effectively clinched the
Republican presidential nomination in
March, and is set for a rematch against
Democratic President Joe Biden.

Aso’s visit to New York comes after
Kishida’s trip to the U.S. two weeks
ago, during which he met Biden and
showcased the robustness of the bilateral
alliance.

Meanwhile, Trump earlier in the day
questioned the recent rise in the value
of the U.S. dollar against the Japanese

yen to a 34-year high, saying it is “a total
disaster for the U.S.”

If the dollar continues to appreciate
against major currencies, U.S. manu-
facturers and other industries will be
“unable to compete and will be forced
to either lose lots of business” or build
plants overseas, Trump said on Truth
Social, a social media company he
founded.

Trump said he put limits to avoid the
dollar rising too high when he was in
office but “Biden let it go.”

Kishida Deserves Credit for Passage of Ukraine Aid: U.S. Diplomat

By TAKUYA KARUBE

KYODO NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — Japanese Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida should be
given a share of the credit for Con-
gress passing a long-overdue national
security supplemental that includes
aid for Ukraine, a senior diplomat said
Wednesday.

Kurt Campbell, the second-highest
ranking official at the U.S. State Depart-
ment, said Japan’s strategic thinking is
increasingly becoming global, and Tokyo,
unlike in the past, is persuading Washing-
ton to do more to exercise leadership in
dealing with international issues.

Campbell’s comments at a think tank
event on reviewing Kishida’s recent
visit to Washington came a day after the
U.S. legislature at last passed the $95
billion aid package, which also provides
funding for Israel and Taiwan.

The deputy secretary of state said

Kishida should receive “at least a de-
gree of credit” for the approval of the
supplemental, considering that a num-
ber of U.S. House of Representatives
lawmakers told the diplomat they were
“quite moved by” the Japanese leader’s
speech about two weeks ago in a joint
session of Congress.

After months of gridlock caused
by infighting among Republicans over
Washington’s commitments to democ-
racy around the world, the House, which
the party controls by a narrow margin,
passed the budget on Saturday and the
Democratic-led Senate endorsed it on
Tuesday night.

“It’s a good day for America, it’s a
good day for Europe and it’s a good
day for world peace, for real. This is
consequential,” Biden said Wednesday
shortly after he signed the supplemental
into law. “It continues America’s leader-
ship in the world.”

When Kishida addressed the joint

meeting on April 11, he urged U.S.
lawmakers not to turn their eyes from
challenges in Europe, the Indo-Pacific
region and elsewhere.

“You believed that freedom is the
oxygen of humanity. The world needs
the United States to continue playing
this pivotal role in the affairs of nations,”
Kishida said. “And yet, as we meet here
today, I detect an undercurrent of self-
doubt among some Americans about
what your role in the world should be.”

Campbell said at the Hudson Institute
that until recently “it was the United
States encouraging Japan to take steps,”
such as increasing its defense budget and
extending its power to wider regions
of the world, but what occurred during
Kishida’s visit was “Japan pushing us.”

Campbell, a major architect of the
Biden administration’s approach to
Asia, said, “Japan is engaging us in an
incredibly effective way” and “the sense
of trust and confidence is real.”

Continued from page 1

Hayashi

college students as semifinalists, chosen from
a pool of more than 1,600 applicants attend-
ing 194 community colleges in 37 states, plus
Washington, D.C. and the Northern Mariana
Islands. Each scholarship award is designed to
cover the majority of the student’s costs to earn
a bachelor’s degree, including tuition, living
expenses, books and required fees. Transfer and
career advisement is also available.

Undergraduate transfer scholars will addition-
ally receive opportunities for internships, study
abroad, and graduate school funding, as well as
a connection to a thriving network of over 3,100
fellow Cooke scholars and alumni. Scholarship
finalists will be announced by early May.

Hayashi’s lifelong mission has been to help
marginalized groups actualize their ambitions,
regardless of gender, race, ethnicity, economic
status, or personal identity. She has been in-
volved with the American Association of Univer-
sity Women (AAUW) since the seventh grade,
attending their Summer Tech Trek Camp, and is
the social media coordinator on Instagram, X,
and Facebook and the build/social coach during
the summer camps.

“I enjoy sharing experiences with other girls
and interacting with individuals of similar in-
terests in STEM as we are eager to change the
inequality of girls’ opportunities. For those who
need help to have the same chances in STEM,
I am proud to create that community with
AAUW,” Hayashi said.

Frankee Granados knew right away EI
Camino was the right choice for her. She got
a head start on her college education by taking
dual enrollment classes while still a student at
Redondo Union High School and loved being a
part of the ECC community. The political science
major credits her success to guidance from First
Year Experience, a program that helps students
navigate the college environment.

“The great thing about El Camino is that
each and every student is supported, whether it
be by a counselor, adviser, or professor; there
is always someone rooting for you, rooting for
your success,” she said.

Pintack Gualotuna had a slow start when he
first enrolled at EI Camino. The North Torrance
High grad wasn’t familiar with the college
experience, but soon joined FYE, the Honors
Transfer Program, and EOPS, which helped him
find the community he needed. Now the political
science major works with ECC’s Student Equity
& Achievement program, ensuring students are
confident and ready for college.

“I'like guiding students through the process,”
he said. “I don’t see myself as someone who has
all the answers but I’'m someone who can be
there to help others learn skills that will help at
El Camino and their next college.”

Emily Hidalgo graduated from West High
School and soon began her communication
studies major at El Camino. She is part of
First Year Experience and the Alpha Gamma
Sigma Honor Society, where she also serves
as treasurer and activities director. One of the
most important things she learned at ECC is the
importance of trying your best, but you don’t
have to be perfect.

“It is okay to make mistakes,” she said. “Be-
ing a warrior means to keep persevering even
when things may not work out for us the first or
second time because we know that in the end,
we all have a goal that we are trying to achieve.”
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