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Island Sounds in Downey

Aloha Everywhere concert set for May 18.
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RECORD PROFITS: Toyota
Motor Corp. President Koji Sato
(pictured) said Wednesday that the
company’s operating profit for the
year ended March almost doubled
from a year earlier to a record 5.35
trillion yen ($34.5 billion), making it
the first Japanese company to top
the 5 ftrillion yen mark thanks to
robust post-pandemic demand and
a weaker yen. Its net profit for the
yearended March 31 doubledtoan
all-time high of 4.94 trillionyenonits
highest-ever sales of 45.10 trillion
yen,up21.4%, the automaker said.
But Toyota projectsits net profit will
fall 27.8% to 3.57 trillion yen for
the current business year, as it will
boost investments to strengthen
its technology development for
electric vehicles and artificial intel-
ligence by about 40% to 1.7 trillion
yen. The record earnings for the
last fiscal year reflect a 5.0% rise
in its global sales volume to 11.09
million vehicles, driven by increas-
ing demand for its hybrid vehicles.
Toyota and Lexus brands boosted
their combined sales of gasoline-
electric powered vehicles 32.1%
to 3.59 million vehicles.

GUN FIRED: A man fired what
appeared to be a handgun on a
Tokyo road on Wednesday after
getting into a fight with another
driver, police said. The driver in his
40s was not injured in the incident
around 2:40 a.m. in Chofu in the
west of the capital. The two gotinto
a scuffle after their vehicles nearly
collided, and the man threatened
to kill the other driver as he opened
fire toward him, according to the
police. The police are searching
for the man who fled the scene
in a black vehicle on suspicion of
attempted murder. He appeared
to be in his 40s, with a height of
about 170 centimeters (5’7”), and
was wearing a dark-colored cap
and glasses.

rovinitheenews:
TOMMY LEE ACCUSATION: A
woman who accuses musician
Tommy Lee of sexually assaulting
herduringa20083 helicopter ride will
have to shore up all four causes of
action in her lawsuit for the case to
proceed, Judge Holly J. Fujie ruled
Monday. In her lawsuit, the woman
identified only as Jane Doe alleges
the attack occurred during what she
expected to be a sightseeing tour
around San Diego. She maintains
in her Los Angeles Superior Court
complaint that Lee and the pilot
consumed alcohol, marijuana and
cocaine before the alleged attack.
In her lawsuit filed Dec. 19, Doe
maintains she was “trapped with
little mobility to leave the cockpit”
and that the pilot watched as the
Motley Crue drummer, now 61,
allegedly assaulted her. The law-
suit was brought under AB2777,
the Sexual Abuse and Cover Up
Accountability Act, which went
into effect in January 2023 and
extends the statute of limitations
for civil actions alleging sexual
assault occurring on or after a
victim’s 18th birthday. Fujie said
Doe’s current case does not back
up her allegations.
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DOLLAR UP: Thedollar was higher
intrading Wednesday on the Tokyo
Foreign Exchange Market, finishing
at155.32-33yen, up 1.21 yen from
Tuesday’s close.
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Members of the Harada family attended the renaming ceremony. From left: Naomi Harada, Allison Harada,
Kimberly Harada, Dr. Kimiko A. Klein, Kathleen Harada, Margo Brower.

Riverside Unified Hosts Renaming Ceremony for Harada Elementary

RIVERSIDE — Riverside Unified
School District on May 2 hosted a
renaming ceremony in honor of the
Harada family and their legacy of
striving for civil and human rights.

The Harada family overcame
anti-Asian discrimination and even-
tually helped overturn a law in 1918
that prevented Asian and other im-
migrants from owning property in

the U.S.

This is the first school named
after an Asian American family in
Riverside.

“The Harada family’s landmark
legal battle for property rights in the
early 20th century inspired hope for
generations of immigrant communi-
ties of all backgrounds,” said Dale
Kinnear, RUSD board president. “By
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RUSD Board of Education Vice President Tom Hunt (left) and Board

President Dale Kinnear.

adopting the Harada name for our
school, we not only pay tribute to
their remarkable story but also reaf-
firm our dedication to upholding the
principles of equity and civil liberty.”

On June 29, 2022, the RUSD
Board of Education unanimously
approved the renaming of High-
land Elementary School to Harada
Elementary School.

“It is a very great honor for my
family to be remembered this way,”
said Naomi Harada, granddaughter of
Jukichi and Ken Harada. “It is won-
derful to know that my grandparents
are getting this kind of recognition
for their ability to maintain the rights
of not just their children but all citi-
zens of this country.”

Rep. Mark Takano (D-Riverside)
posted on Facebook, “While I was
in D.C. this week, my team along
with my father attended Highland
to Harada Elementary Renaming
Ceremony in Riverside. I would like
to extend a special thank you to the
Riverside Unified School District for
honoring the legacy of the Harada
family and fight for AANHPI equal-
ity and rights.”

The Legacy of Lumbini

First and foremost, Lumbini Child Development
Center would like to take this opportunity to thank Rafu
Shimpo again for their generosity and continued support.
Lumbini was fortunate to be one of the organizations to
receive a donation from the Rafu Charity Golf Tourna-

ment that was held on March 25.

Lumbini has been serving the Little Tokyo commu-
nity with dependable and nurturing childcare for almost

50 years.

In recent years, the changing demographic of those
who work and live near Little Tokyo as well as outside
forces like the pandemic have led the daycare center to
struggle with enrollment.

Lumbini was founded in 1977 shortly after Higashi

and Mr. Jack.

Honganji was built in its current location on 3rd and Cen-
tral in Little Tokyo. Rinban Horyu Ito, the head minister
at the time, had a dream that families of the temple and
community would have a place where their children could
grow and learn and be well taken care of while making
friends and learning social skills.

His son, the current Rinban Noriaki Ito, sent his
children to the school when they were of age, and more
recently, some of his grandchildren have attended as
well. Many alumni still keep in touch with friends they
made at Lumbini even decades later. Many still come
back to visit their teachers, notably, Ms. Leslie, who
is the current director and still teaches at the school
along with two other long-time teachers, Mr. Danny

“Pre-school is an important first step in a child’s life.
The more they are exposed to, the better understanding
they have of the ever-changing world around them. One
of my goals is to be able to provide our students with
different experiences each year so they can develop and
grow into their world, which gets bigger with each pass-
ing year,” stated Ms. Leslie, who has been with the center

Please see Lumbini, page 4

WWII Camp Wall Fundraiser June 8 at Nishi

The WWII Camp Wall (WW-
IICW), will be erected at Columbia
Park in Torrance, with groundbreak-
ing anticipated to be scheduled for
later this year.

There is state funding to build the
monument, but the nonprofit is cur-
rently fundraising to build the display
stations that will provide educational
content for both adults and children.

The Torrance City Council met
on April 23 to review applications
and to select Mayor George Chen’s
three recommendations for the Ad-
visory Committee to the World War
IT Camp Wall Monument Project.
The city received 11 applications,
and the City Council and the mayor
voted to recommend Russell Aki-
yama, Lisa Akiyama Robinson and
Stacey Toda.

This is a five-member advisory
committee. Priscilla Ouchida and
Nancy Hayata were previously
selected upon recommendation of
the State Legislature. The volunteer
committee will advise on the memo-
rial project, including its implemen-

Rendering of the monument by designer Gregg Maedo.

tation and educational components.

A fundraiser will be held on Sat-
urday, June 8, from 6 p.m. at Nishi
Hongwanji Buddhist Temple, 815
E. Ist St. in Little Tokyo, to raise
funds for the monument’s display
stations. The theme is “Let’s Swing”
and the night will feature the sounds
of Kokoro.

Opening the evening will be Asian

Persuasion with some tunes from the
’40s to “get you in the mood.” Line
dances will be taught by Akimi Wata-
nabe, and Mr. Cha Cha himself, Jerry
Fukui, will be teaching a cha cha.
Event information can be found at
www.wwiicampwall.org, or by con-
tacting Nancy Hayata at wwiicamp-
wall@gmail.com. Sponsorships and
donations are also welcome.

Ohtani’s Ex-Interpreter to
Admit Theft from Dodger Slugger

CITY NEWS SERVICE

Shohei Ohtani’s former inter-
preter has agreed to plead guilty
to two federal charges for stealing
nearly $17 million from the Dodger
slugger’s bank account to pay off
illegal gambling debts, prosecutors
announced Wednesday.

Ippei Mizuhara, 39, is expected
to plead guilty to one count each
of bank fraud and subscribing to
a false tax return, according to the
U.S. Attorney’s Office. The bank
fraud charge carries a possible prison
term of up to 30 years, while the tax
charge carries up to three years in
federal prison.

A date has not yet set for him to
enter the plea. His initial arraignment
is scheduled for Tuesday.

“The extent of this defendant’s
deception and theft is massive,” U.S.
Attorney Martin Estrada said in a
statement. “He took advantage of his
position of trust to take advantage
of Mr. Ohtani and fuel a dangerous
gambling habit. My office is commit-
ted to vindicating victims throughout
our community and ensuring that
wrongdoers face justice.”

Mizuhara was charged last month
with bank fraud and surrendered to
federal authorities on April 12. He
was released on $25,000 bond.

When the criminal case was
announced, Estrada said Mizu-
hara had an “insatiable appetite”
for illegal sports betting, which
landed him millions of dollars in
debt to a bookmaker and led him to

Please see Mizuhara, page 4

MIKEY HIRANO CULROSS / Rafu Shimpo

Ippei Mizuhara walks behind then-Angels star Shohei Ohtani during a
game at Dodger Stadium last July. Mizuhara has agreed to plead guilty
to federal charges of stealing millions from Ohtani’s bank account to

pay off illegal gambling debts.

White House Announces
Appointment of New Curator

WASHINGTON — This week, the
White House announced the appoint-
ment of Donna Hayashi Smith as the
new curator.

Hayashi Smith, the ninth White
House curator, joined the Executive
Residence Office of the Curator in

She understands the history and
legacy of the White House, as well
as the intricate inner workings of
the building itself,” said First Lady
Jill Biden.

“I look forward to continuing
our work together to preserve the

1995 and has served o
under five administra- |
tions. She began her
career as the adminis-
trative and collections
assistant, then became
the White House col-
lections manager and
registrar.

Most recently, she
was the associate
curator of the collec-

White House’s liv-
ing history, increas-
ing opportunities for
Americans to see
themselves reflected
here, and making
the ‘People’s House’
more accessible to
the millions of people
who visit our nation’s
capital each year.”
Originally from

tions and registrar, a
position where she
was responsible for

Donna Hayashi Smith

Wahiawa, Hawaii,
Hayashi Smith re-
ceived her B.A. in

USDA

caring for and track-
ing over 60,000 objects in the
White House Collection.

She also led the Office of the
Curator through its American Alli-
ance of Museums reaccreditation in
2022, ensuring that the White House
continues to be recognized nationally
as an accredited museum.

Hayashi Smith has been serving
as the acting White House curator
since the retirement of her predeces-
sor, Lydia Tederick, after decades
of service.

“Donna Hayashi Smith brings
years of experience to this position,
along with unique perspectives from
serving under five administrations.

art history from the
University of Hawaii at Manoa. In
1990, she moved to Washington,
D.C. for a Smithsonian Institution
minority fellowship at the National
Museum of American History and
was hired as a museum aide at the
National Museum of American Art
a year later.

Shortly after arriving at the White
House, Hayashi Smith earned a
Master of Arts degree in museum
studies at George Washington Uni-
versity while continuing her work in
the Office of the Curator.

Hayashi Smith is the first Asian
American to hold the title of curator
of the White House.

JACCC to Host Fundraiser Following
‘Sansei Rocker’ on May 11

The first of the three-part Nikkei
Celebration fundraising series will
take place immediately following
the “Sansei Rocker: Get Ready ‘Cuz
Here We Come!” concert to be held
at the Aratani Theater on Saturday,
May 11, from 2 to 4 p.m.

A reception and book-signing for
Harry Manaka’s book “Chronicles
of a Sansei Rocker” will take place
at the Japanese American Cultural &
Community Center’s Toshizo Wata-
nabe Culinary & Cultural Center
from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. There will
be opportunities to meet Manaka
himself and the Sansei Rocker group.

The reception includes casual
food from Feast from the East and
one complimentary drink. A cash
bar will be available for additional
drinks. You can purchase books (or
bring your copy from home) to get
them autographed.

While sponsorship opportunities
for the reception begin at $1,500,
tickets to the reception can also be
purchased for $100 per person by
copying/pasting the following into
your web browser: https://jaccc.
org/events/get-ready-rock-on/ or by
going to the jaccc.org website to the
Events page.
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Aloha Everywhere Hawaiian
Concert Series Returning to Downey

The Aloha Every-
where Concert Series,
presented by Hawaiian
Island Creations (HIC)
Lifestyle, returns to the
Downey Theatre on
Saturday, May 18, at 7
p.m., bringing the best
in Hawaiian music to
Los Angeles with mul-
tiple Na Hoka Hanohano
(Stars of Distinction)

fornia on their own, this
will be the first time that
they are coming together
to share the stage.
Husband-and-wife
duo Kellen and Lihau
Paik have been perform-
ing as the duet Kipaoa
since 2005. Over the
years, they have been
honored to receive mul-
tiple Na Hoka Hano-

award winners Kipaoa,
Mark Yamanaka, and
Hoku Zuttermeister along with hula
by Halau Na Mamo O Pana‘ewa,
under the direction of Kumu Hula
Chase Keoki Wang (Glendale); Kumu
Hula Rona Koe from Halau Hula O
Pualanina‘auali‘ioha (Ventura); and
Kumu Hula Tiffanie Zuttermeister
from Halau Kaleihokt Kaikanani
(Las Vegas).

Spend an evening enjoying the
musical spirit of the Hawaiian Islands
and its welcoming aloha culture.

With over 30 Na Hoka Hano-
hano awards (Hawaii’s premier music
awards, considered to be the equiva-
lent to the Grammys) between these
three powerhouse music groups, these
great friends came together last year
to contribute to a compilation album,
“Kalama O Kaua‘i: The Songs of
Nathan Kalama, Volume 1.”

Hawaiian music is a unique combi-
nation of storytelling and instrumental
music, used to preserve history, while
honoring the land and those who came
before us. Though the three artists
have all performed in Southern Cali-

Mark Yamanaké

hano awards, including:
Most Promising Artist
(2009), Best Liner Notes (2010 and
2020), Island Music Album of the
Year (2014), Best Hawaiian Language
Performance (2014), and
Christmas Album of the
Year (2015).

In 2019, Kapaoa re-
leased their eighth al-
bum, “Ka Lei Moana,”
an eclectic mix of songs
that celebrates the con-
nectedness of all things.
The album joins the
couple’s other albums,
all performed in their
soothing signature style.
As lifelong students of
the Hawaiian language,
both Kellen and Lihau enjoy compos-
ing and performing their own original
songs, in addition to the time-honored
favorites that are loved by all.

The word Kitipaoa describes a last-
ing, permeating fragrance and it is the
couple’s hope that their music will
linger with you, infusing your heart
and mind long after their performance

Hku Zttermeister

is through.

Hoku Zuttermeister is a native of
Kaneohe. The Zuttermeister ohana
is renowned in both hula and music
communities for their many contribu-
tions; his great-grandmother and great
aunt both celebrated kumu hula. Since
hula was woven into his life from an
early age, it was only natural that he
would be drawn to Hawaiian music
and in intermediate school Hoka be-
gan teaching himself to play ukulele,
guitar, and bass.

Bolstered by the support of fam-
ily and friends, Hoku recorded and
released his debut solo album, “‘ Aina
Kapuna,” in 2007. The highly antici-
pated album was warmly
received by both fans
and peers in the music
industry and showcased
a style that he describes
as “Hawaiian with a
contemporary flair.”

Hoka’s initial effort
was recognized with six
of the most prestigious
awards at the 2008 Na
Hoka Hanohano awards:
Male Vocalist of the
Year, Hawaiian Album
of the Year, Entertainer
of the Year, Most Promising Artist,
Best Hawaiian Language Perfor-
mance, and Best Liner Notes.

14-time Na Hoka Hanohano award
winner Mark Yamanaka is proud to
call Hilo, his home. A father of two,
Mark released his debut album, “Lei
Pua Kenikeni,” in 2010. It went on to
win four of the most coveted awards
at the 2011 Hokas and in 2013, he
followed that success with the release
of “Lei Maile.” Just as successful as
its predecessor, “Lei Maile” also re-
ceived four awards at the 2014 Hokds.

In 2019 Mark was honored to win
five Na Hokt Hanohano awards for
this project including: Album of the
Year, Song of the Year, Male Vocalist
of the Year, Island Album of the Year,
and Single of the Year for “Morning
Drive”. Like his previous albums,
“Lei Lehua” is an unforgettable gar-
land of songs.

Downey Theatre is located at 8435
Firestone Blvd., Downey. Free on-site
parking.

Tickets: $55-$65. For more infor-
mation, call (562) 861-8211, email
boxoffice@downeytheatre.org or go
to https://www.downeytheatre.org.
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Ikenobo Ikebana arrangements on display draw admirers at the Doizaki Gallery. Below, Ikenobo Ikebana
Blue Ridge Chapter President Emiko Suzuki, assisted by Jessica Tang, conducts a demonstration.

Ikenobo Ikebana
Celebrates Living Artistry

Ikenobo Ikebana Society
of Los Angeles celebrated
the living artistry of ikebana
at their annual luncheon held
at the Japanese American
Cultural & Community Cen-
ter’s Doizaki Gallery on
March 23.

Throughout the gallery
were examples of their work,
beautiful arrangements of
flowers, stems and branches.
The Los Angeles Chapter
celebrated its 65th anniver-
sary in 2023.

Ikenobo considers not
only an open flower but also
a flower’s bud beautiful, for
within the bud is the energy
of life’s opening toward the
future. Past, present, future

.. in each moment plants,
and humans, respond to an
ever-changing environment.
Together with plants, humans are vital parts of nature and
ikebana arrangements express this awareness.

Ginny Nishigaya served as emcee and welcomed
chapter members and guests. President Izumi
Minamitani expressed gratitude for the continued
support of the organization, especially during its
65th anniversary.

Ikenobo instrutors in attendance included: Kiyoko
Arimura, Janet Arima, Mayumi Dennis, Kazumasa Ko-
bayashi, Mitsuko Nagayama, Ginny Nishigaya, Li Pan,
Jose Salcedo, Ritsuko Shinbashi, Akira Tabata, Jessica
Tang, Jennifer Tsai and Nancy Wong.

‘ ’

’gf Congratulatory remarks
@ were given by Consul Gen-

3 eral Kenko Sone and Haruo
Takehana, president of the
Japanese Chamber of Com-
merce of Southern Califor-
nia.

Ikenobo Ikebana has
chapters throughout the
world. Professor Emiko Su-
zuki traveled from North
Carolina, where she is presi-
dent of the Ikenobo Ikebana
Blue Ridge Chapter.

Dressed in formal ki-
mono, Suzuki, with crisp
movements and humor,
transformed the materials
set before her into beautiful
arrangements. She is from
Hendersonville, N.C. and is
a senior professor 3rd grade
(Katoku #16) of the Ikenobo
School of Ikebana in Kyoto.
She demonstrated arrangements that might have been in
the home of a samurai or set for a tea ceremony.

Suzuki graduated from Western North Carolina Uni-
versity with a Master of Arts in Teaching in May 2011
and a Master of Fine Arts in 2014.

For her encore arrangement, Suzuki used fronds of
a sago palm that she and Minamitani had found while
driving in Los Angeles. She later explained that in North
Carolina, her students often use native plants like azaleas,
ferns and rhododendrons.

The demonstration was met with appreciative applause
by the gathering. —Gwen Muranaka

TOYO MIYATAKE STUDIO

Front from left: President Izumi Minamitani, Professor Emiko Suzuki, Consul General Kenko Sone, Mami Sone,
Japanese Chamber of Commerce of Southern California President Haruo Takehana. Back: Chapter instructors
Jessica Tang, Janet Arima, Jennifer Tsai, Li Pan, Gwen Muranaka, Ritsuko Shinbashi, Mayumi Dennis, Mitsuko
Nagayama, Jose Salcedo, Akira Tabata, Kiyoko Arimura, Nancy Wong, Ginny Nishigaya, Kazumasa Kobayashi.
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Reeling in Local Friends and Family

CULROSS / Rafu Shimpo
The Miami Marlins’ visit to Dodger Stadium on Tuesday provided a valuable opportunity for a member
of the team to reconnect with his family and local friends. Massage therapist Jiko Koji Tanaka (in black
Marlins shirt) spent some precious pre-game moments with his wife and Kids as well as neighbors from
his home in Redondo Beach. The group was joined by Dodgers Performance Manager Will Ireton (back
center), who currently also serves as Shohei Ohtani’s interpreter.
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Gardena Buddhist Church
1517 W. 166th St, Gardena
90247, 310-327-9400. Garden-
abuddhistchurch.org. May 12
(Sun), 10 am—Hybrid service:
Mother’s Day service virtual and
In-person. For Zoom link, please
register on our website: www.
gardenabuddhistchurch.org

To attend in-person, please
follow all safety protocols.
May 16 (Thu), 7 am—Virtual
Meinichiko service. Monthly
service held on the 16th to honor
Shinran Shonin. For Zoom link,
please register on our website:
www.gardenabuddhistchurch.org

Higashi Honganji Buddhist
Temple 505 E. 3rd St, L.A.
90013, 213-626-4200. hhbt-la.
org. Bishop Noriaki Ito. May 12
(Sun), 10 am—Mother’s Day fam-
ily service; Mother’s Day mes-
sage: Ms. Galilea Marquez. Ser-
vice will be hybrid, in-person and
via Facebook Live on Higashi
Honganji Buddhist Temple’s
Facebook page.

Jodoshu North America Bud-
dhist Missions P.O. Box 11068,
Torrance, CA 90510, 213-346-
9666.

Koyasan Buddhist Temple 342
E. 1st St, L.A. 90012, 213-624-
1267. www.koyasanbetsuin.org.

L.A. Hompa Hongwanji Bud-
dhist Temple 815 E. 1st St, L.A.
90012, 213-680-9130. nishi-
hongwanji-la.org, Rimban Wil-
liam Briones. Services are back
in-person. We do recommend that
masks be worn while indoors.

Long Beach Buddhist Church
2360 Santa Fe Ave, Long Beach
90810, 562-426-4014.

Montebello Plymouth Congre-
gational Church 144 S. Green-
wood Ave, Montebello 90640,
323-721-5568. montebelloucc.
org, facebook.com/mpccucc.
Please join us for online wor-
ship Sunday mornings at 10 am
at “mpccucc” on Facebook Live
or YouTube. For information
about live online youth/young
adult Bible study, please send
a message to BJ Reyes at sum-
merexkids@yahoo.com. &%
HEELOIFT TS,

Orange County Buddhist Church
909 S. Dale Ave, Anaheim 92804,
714-827-9590. Ocbuddhist.org.
May 11 (Sat), 7 pm-BEC Japanese
class (Zoom) (Rev. Dr. Mutsumi
Wondra). May 12 (Sun), 10:30
am—Sunday service (hybrid); no
mindfulness service; no adult dis-
cussion or Dharma School. May 13
(Mon), 2 pm—BEC Japanese class
(in-person) (Rev. Dr. Mutsumi
Wondra); 6 pm—BEC English class
(Zoom) (Rev. Dr. Mutsumi Won-
dra). May 14 (Tue): Office closed.
May 15 (Wed), 7 pm—Zoom mind-
fulness service. May 16 (Thu), 9
am—Tai chi class (in-person). May
19 (Sun), 10 am—Gotan-e service
and Hatsumairi rites (in-person/
hybrid), guest speaker: Rev. Kaz
Nakata, Fresno Betsuin; no mind-
fulness service. May 21 (Tue):
Office closed. May 22 (Wed), 7
pm—Zoom mindfulness service.
May 23 (Thu), 9 am-Tai chi class
(in-person). May 25 (Sat), 7 pm—
BEC Japanese class (Zoom) (Rev.
Dr. Mutsumi Wondra). May 26
(Sun): No services.

Pasadena Buddhist Temple 1993
Glen Ave, Pasadena 91103, 626-
798-4781. Pasadenabuddhist-
temple.org. Resident minister:
Rev. Jundo Gregory Gibbs. May 9
(Thu), 1 pm-Tai Chi as Exercise,
start anytime, Yang-style (40 min-
utes). May 12 (Sun), 10 am—Bud-
dhist service in honor of Mothers’
Day, Dharma message in English,
“Even If You Have Many Lives,
You Just Have One Mother” (40
minutes). May 14 (Tue): No dis-
cussion class second Tuesday; no
tai chi this Tuesday; 6 pm—Medi-
tation/Sutra chanting/vocal Nem-
butsu (45 minutes); 7 pm—Buddhist
study class, start anytime, “Taking
the Long Way Home.” May 16
(Thu), 1 pm—Tai chi exercise class,
wear loose clothing, start anytime
(40 minutes).

Senshin Buddhist Temple 1311
W. 37th St, L.A. 90007, 323-731-
4617. senshintemple@gmail.com,
senshintemple.org.

SNI Church (Seicho-No-le) South
Bay Center 14527 S. Vermont Ave,
Gardena 90247.

SNI Church (Seicho-No-le) Or-
ange Center 2225 E. Lincoln Ave,
Anaheim, 92806, 714-776-5759.

Union Church of L.A. 401 E.
Third St, L.A. 90013, 213-629-
3876. www.unionchurchla.org.
Email: English@unionchurchla.
org, Nichigo@unionchurchla.org
Weekly worship is held at 11 am
in-person and on Zoom.

Venice Hongwanji Buddhist
Temple 12371 Braddock Dr., Cul-
ver City, 90230. 310-391-4351.
vhbt.org. We are open for in-person
Sunday and Tuesday morning ser-
vices at 9:30 am, except for Tues-
day, May 14, and Sunday, May
26. Services are also conducted
by Zoom as well. Special services
include the following: On May 12
at 10 am, we will hold our special
Mother’s Day service, followed
by Otoki lunch. On Memorial Day
weekend, there will be a variety
of services, including gravesite
visitations at Woodlawn, Ever-
green, Green Hills, and Inglewood
cemeteries, as well as a memorial
service at our temple Nokotsudo.
In addition, we will participate in
the Japanese American Veterans
Joint Memorial Service on Satur-
day, May 25, at the JACCC and the
Bay Cities Japanese Community
Joint Memorial Day Service at
Woodlawn Cemetery on Monday,
May 27. Please check our website,
vhbt.org, for more information.

W. Covina Buddhist Temple 1203
W. Puente Ave, W. Covina 91790,
626-689-1040. livingdharma.org,
Rev. Nobuko Miyoshi. On Sunday,
May 12, Mother’s Day family ser-
vice will be held from 10 am with
a special Mother’s Day message.
The service will be held both in-
person and online. Please contact
the temple (wcbt.livingdharma@
gmail.com) to receive a meeting
ID and passcode to join the service
online.

W.L.A. Buddhist Temple 2003
Corinth Ave, L.A. 90025, 310-
477-7274. Rev. Koho Takata and
Rev. Koe Umezu. May 11 (Sat), 10
am—Shotsuki Hoyo; 11 am—Jodo
Shinshu class; 11 am—Buddhism
Beyond Mindfulness (Zoom only).
May 12 (Sun), 10 am—Mother’s
Day service. May 17 (Fri), 7 pm—
Bingo. May 18 (Sat), 10 am:—Cen-
tennial commemorative seminar.
May 19 (Sun), 10 am—Gotan-e
service.

Wintersburg Presbyterian
Church2000 N. Fairview St, Santa
Ana 92706, 714-740-9400. win-
tersburg.org.

Zenshuji Soto Mission 123 S.
Hewitt St, L.A. 90012, 213-624-
8658. Check for details and sched-
ule changes: www.zenshuji.org.
Zen Aerobics for Seniors and their
family and friends on Sundays,
1 pm offered online Zoom and
in-person when conditions are
deemed safe. Call to confirm the
schedule and check the website for
additional classes.

To submit information to our
religion calendar, please contact
Peter Yoon by email at Petery@rafi.
com by noon on Wednesday.

Anaheim Revive Church
(formerly AFMC) 1001 N.
Mayflower St, Anaheim 92801,
714-827-0782 anaheimrevive.org

Centenary United Methodist
Church 300 S. Central Ave, L.A.
90013, 213-617-9097.

Central Japanese American
Community Church of SDA 2113
East Villa St, Pasadena, 91107. 626-
304-7800.

Chatsworth West United
Methodist Church 10824 Topanga
Canyon Blvd, Chatsworth, 91331.

Christ Episcopal Church 408 S.
Broadway, Redondo Beach, 90277,
310-540-1722.

Christ Presbyterian Church of
Hollywood 4011 W. Clinton St, L.A.
90004, 323-665-3581.

Church of Perfect Liberty L.A.
1130 W. 223rd St, Torrance, 90502,
310-328-4861.

Crossway Church of San
Fernando Valley (formerly San
Fernando Valley Holiness) 9610
Haddon Ave, Pacoima 91331. 818-
896-1676 (E), 818-899-4115 (J).

Davar Church 1539 E. Howard
St, Pasadena 91104, 626-398-2290.

Evergreen Baptist Church
of L.A. 1255 San Gabriel Blvd,
Rosemead 91770, 626-280-0477.

Evergreen Baptist Church of
San Gabriel Valley 323 Workman
Mill Rd, La Puente 91746, 626-
363-0300.

Faith United Methodist Church
2115 W. 182nd St (at Van Ness),
Torrance 90504, 310-217-7000.

First Presbyterian Church
2775 Lincoln Ave, Altadena 91001,
626-791-4271.

Gardena Valley Baptist Church
1630 W. 158th Street, Gardena
90247, 310-323-5683.

Gedatsu Church USA 7850
Hill Dr, S. San Gabriel 91770, 626-
288-1212.

Gospel Venture International
Church (GVIC) 17811 South
Western Ave, Gardena, 90248, 310-
527-6112.

Grace First Presbyterian
Church 3955 N. Studebaker Rd,
Long Beach 90808, 562-420-3393.

Hope Chapel Torrance 3521 W
Lomita Blvd, 2nd Floor, Suite 202,
Torrance 90505.

Japanese American Christian
Chapel 300 Mission Dr, Camarillo
93010, 805-384-9333.

L.A. Holiness Church 3660
S. Gramercy PI, L.A. 90018, 323-
733-5000.

Lutheran Church of the
Resurrection 9812 Hamilton Ave,
Huntington Beach, 92646.

Lutheran Oriental Church
2654 W. 164th St, Torrance 90504,
310-329-9345.

Mission Valley Free Methodist
Church 1201 S. San Gabriel Blvd,
San Gabriel 91776, 626-285-6788.

New Life Christian Church
1020 W. Kenneth Rd, Glendale
91202, 818-242-8801.

Newport Beach Higashi
Honganji 254 Victoria St, Costa
Mesa 92627, 949-722-1202.

Nichiren Shu Buddhist Temple
2801 E. 4th St, L.A. 90033, 323-
262-7886.

Orange County Christian
Church 4872 Bishop St, Cypress
90630, 714-827-2801.

Palos Verdes Baptist Church
28 Moccasin Lane, Rolling Hills
Estates 90274, 310-541-1811.

Pioneer Ocean View United

Church of Christ 2550 Fairfield St,
San Diego, 92110, 619-276-4881.

Resplendent Light Community
Church 3200 Ocean Park Blvd,
Santa Monica, 90405, 310-450-
0459.

Rise OC 3198-B Airport Loop
Dr, Costa Mesa 92626, 714-641-
1944.

Rissho Kosei-kai Buddhist
Church of L.A. 2701 E. 1st St, L.A.
90033, 323-269-4741.

Sage Granada Park United
Methodist Church 1850 W.
Hellman Ave, Alhambra 91803,
626-284-3229.

San Fernando Valley Hongwanji
Buddhist Temple 9450 Remick Ave,
Pacoima 91331, 818-899-4030.

South Bay Adventist Church
401 S. Prospect Ave, Redondo
Beach, 90277, 323-214-3123.

South Bay Japanese Episcopal
Church 408 S. Broadway, Redondo
Beach, 90277, 323-616-4208.

Sozenji Buddhist Temple 3020
W. Beverly Blvd, Montebello 90640,
323-724-6866.

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
1432 Engracia Ave, Torrance, 90501,
310-328-3781.

St. Francis Xavier Chapel
Japanese Catholic Center (Mary-
knoll) 222 S. Hewitt St, L.A. 90012,
213-626-2279.

St. John’s Episcopal Cathedral
514 West Adams Blvd, Los Angeles,
90017, 213-747-6285.

St. Mary’s Episcopal Church
961 S. Mariposa Ave, L.A. 90006,
213-387-1334.

Sukyo Mahikari Centers for
Spiritual Development 860 E.
Mariposa St, Altadena, 91001,
626-529-4160, 23151 Camino
Altozano, Rancho Santa Margarita,
949-459-1409 and 3525 Lomita

Did you
know that one
of the biggest
superstars
of the silent
screen era in Hollywood was a
Japanese guy named Sessue
Hayakawa?

He was cast as the mysterious
foreign lover who beguiled young
white women on the silver screen
before the famous “Latin lover”
Rudolph Valentino. He was such
a big movie star that his fame
and money-earning potential even
rivaled that of Charlie Chaplin and
Douglas Fairbanks!

As a famous and successful silent
screen actor in Hollywood during
the 1920s, he lived in a palatial
mansion in the Hollywood Hills and
threw lavish parties for the glitterati
of the Hollywood elite. Wanting
to make movies that he thought
more accurately portrayed the real
Japanese character, he bought and
ran his own movie production
company and studio.

Sessue Hayakawa was in Los
Angeles in the early 1910s and was
about to return to Japan to engage
in the naval career his parents had
planned for him, but instead he
became smitten with the stage and
decided to pursue acting. He actually
worked menial odd jobs for a while
as a starving young actor when he

THROUGH THE FIRE By Biil watanabe

Superstar!

performed his first major acting
role — the lead in a stage adaptation
of Kenjiro Tokutomi’s 1898 novel
“The Cuckoo” (Hototogisu).
Hayakawa performed on the stage
of Toyo Fujita’s Japanese Theater,
which once stood at 320 E. First St.

Photo of Sessue Hayakawa as a
young man

in a Little Tokyo community that
was, at that time, young, vibrant,
and growing. Due to the success
of that performance, Hayakawa
joined Fujita’s Japanese theater
troupe, which performed in Japanese
communities up and down the West
Coast.

It was through the Little Tokyo

theater scene that Hayakawa and
his future wife, Tsuru Aoki, who
became a major actress in her own
right, connected with filmmaker
Thomas H. Ince, who cast both
in several silent films in 1914.
Hayakawa then went on to become
a giant of the silent screen in such
films as “The Cheat” and “Daughter
of the Dragon,” but it is notable to
remember that he was “discovered”
right here in Little Tokyo!

Later in life, he starred in various
movies and TV shows; he may
best be remembered by younger
audiences for his role as the Japanese
POW camp officer in the 1957 movie
“The Bridge on the River Kwai,”
which won the Oscar for Best
Picture and for which Hayakawa was
nominated for an Academy Award
for Best Supporting Actor.

My thanks to the Little Tokyo
Historical Society and the Sessue
Hayakawa Research Committee and
especially Bradly Hammond for the
diligent research into the early life
of Hayakawa and his days in Little
Tokyo. A movie star from Little
Tokyo? Yes! And not just a star but
a superstar!

Bill Watanabe writes from Silver
Lake near downtown Los Angeles and
can be contacted at billwatanabe@
earthlink.net. Opinions expressed
are not necessarily those of The
Rafu Shimpo.

TCM Showing Sessue Hayakawa’s Films

(1931).

Alec Guinness and Sessue Hayakawa in “The Bridge on the River Kwai”

(1957).

Blvd., Torrance, 310-987-3082.

Sunrise Foursquare Church
5853 Laurel Canyon Blvd, Valley
Village 91607, 818-782-8738.

Sunrise Van Nuys Church
14705 Wyandotte St, Van Nuys
91405, 818-782-8738.

Tenrikyo Mission HQ in
America 2727 E. First St, L.A.
90033, 323-261-3379.

Torrance First Lutheran
Church 2900 Carson St, Torrance
90503, 310-320-9920.

Venice Free Methodist 4871
Centinela Ave, L.A. 90066, 310-
822-8094.

W. Covina Christian Church
1100 E. Cameron Ave, W. Covina
91790, 626-917-0743.

Westlight Community Church
2650 Federal Avenue, L.A., 90064.

W.L.A. Holiness Church 1710
S. Butler Ave, L.A. 90025, 310-473-

CONTRIBUTE

We welcome your contributions to:
Announcements for the Calendar of
Events, Nikkei Newborn, Religion
Page, Sports, Weddings. Mail to:
The Rafu Shimpo, 701 East Third
Street, Suite 130, LA, CA 90013
213-629-2231 » 213-687-0737 fx @

E-mail:gwen@rafu.com ,

2138 (E), 310-473-2130 (J).

W.L.A. United Methodist
Church 1913 Purdue Ave, L.A.
90025, 310-479-1379.

OBITUARIES

Carole Tomoye Hirata

A private graveside funeral ser-
vice for Carole Tomoye Hirata,
100-year-old, Elk Grove, Calif.-born
Nisei, who passed away on April
4, 2024, in Gardena, was held on
Monday, May 6, 2024, at Green Hills
Memorial Park.

She is survived by her sons,
Ken (Mira), Dennis (Linda), David
(Anne), and Don (Nancy) Hirata; six
grandchildren; sisters-in-law, Ber-
nice and Yoko Hirata; also survived
by many nieces, nephews, and other
relatives.

www.kubotamortuary.com

(213) 749-1449

Sumie Maruya

A funeral service for Sumie
Maruya, 92-year-old Los Angeles,
Calif.-born Nisei who passed away
on April 18, 2024, will be held on
Friday, May 17, 2024, at 11 a.m. at
Faith United Methodist Church, 2115
W. 182nd Street, Torrance 90504.

She is survived by her sons, Jon
(Nancy), Carl (Mary), and Keith

TCM (Turner Classic Movies)
is saluting actor Sessue Hayakawa
(1886-1973) on Monday evenings
this month.

May 13: “Tokyo Joe” (1949) at
5 p.m. An American in post-war Ja-
pan (Humphrey Bogart) gets caught
up in the black market. Hayakawa
plays the ruthless Baron Kimura,
who blackmails Bogey.

“Daughter of the Dragon”
(1931) at 8:45 p.m. A Chinese
princess, Ling Moy (Anna May
Wong), learns she is the daughter
of the warlord Fu Manchu (Warner
Oland). Hayakawa plays Ah Kee,
a Chinese detective working with
Scotland Yard.

May 20: “House of Bamboo”
(1955) at 5 p.m. An Army inves-
tigator (Robert Ryan) infiltrates
a Tokyo crime syndicate to solve
a colleague’s murder. Hayakawa
plays Kito, a police inspector.

“Green Mansions” (1959) at
7 p.m. A young adventurer, Abel
(Anthony Perkins), falls in love
with a mystical woman, Rima
(Audrey Hepburn), in the South
American jungle. Hayakawa plays
Runi, Rima’s father.

“Hell to Eternity” (1960) at 9
p-m. Guy Gabaldon (Jeffrey Hunt-
er), who was adopted by Japanese
Americans, becomes a World War 11
hero. Hayakawa plays Gen. Matsui.
Based on a true story.

May 27: “Three Came Home”
(1950) at 5 p.m. During World
War II, American author Agnes
Newton Keith (Claudette Colbert)
is imprisoned by the Japanese in
various POW camps in North Bor-
neo and Sarawak. Hayakawa plays
Col. Suga.

“The Bridge on the River Kwai”
(1957) at 7 p.m. British POWs are
forced to build a railway bridge for
their Japanese captors in occupied
Burma, not knowing that Allied
forces are planning to destroy it.
Hayakawa received an Oscar nomi-
nation for best supporting actor for
his portrayal of Col. Saito, the camp
commandant.

For more information, includ-
ing the full schedule for May, visit
Www.tcm.com.

(Michelle) Maruya; grandchildren,
Grant, Taylor, Nikki, and Annika
Maruya. Also survived by nieces and
other relatives.
www.kubotamortuary.com

(213) 749-1449
Joyce Mutsuko Salgado

Celebration of life service for
Joyce Mutsuko Salgado, 74, a Nor-
walk-born Nisei who passed away
peacefully in her sleep at her resi-
dence on April 18, will be held on
Saturday, May 25, 11 a.m. at the
Evergreen Baptist Church SGV, 323
S. Workman Mill Road, La Puente. In
lieu of flowers, please consider a do-
nation to Evergreen Baptist Church
SGV or Arbor Springs, https://www.
arborsprings.org/

She is survived by her sons,
Greg, Jeremy (Sokhin) and Mark;
grandchildren, Jordan and Bethany;
brother, Roy (Cecilia) Hamamoto;
sisters, Yetsuko Saguchi and Kazuko
Tanaka; sister-in-law, Nancy Taki
Hamamoto; and other relatives.

www.fukuimortuary.com

(213) 626-0441
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The Rafu Shimpo is published daily,
except Sundays, Mondays, Fridays,
federal holidays (excluding January 1),
Dec. 31, Jan. 2, Jan. 3 and the Tuesdays
following federal holidays that fall on
a Monday (Martin Luther King Jr’s
Birthday, President’s Day, Memorial Day,
Labor Day, Columbus Day, Veteran’s Day,
Thanksgiving Day, and Christmas Day),
by Michael Komai at 701 E. Third St.,
Suite 130, Los Angeles, CA 90013-1789.
Periodicals Postage Paid at Los Angeles,
California: $49 for three months; $91 for
six months; $177 per year, in the United
States, payable in advance in U.S. cur-
rency. Single copy: $1. POSTMASTER:
Send address change to The Rafu
Shimpo, 701 E. Third St., Suite 130, Los
Angeles, CA 90013-1789. Newspaper
assumes no responsibility for care and
return of unsolicited materials.

F or information on how to place
an English section Classified
Ad in The Rafu Shimpo, please call
(213) 629-2231, ext. #100 or fax
(213) 687-0737, Monday through
Friday, 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Deadline
is 11 a.m. two days in advance of
publication date. Ads must be pre-
paid by cash, check or credit card
(American Express, Mastercard,
and Visa). Include your name and
a daytime phone number. In com-
pliance with federal equal employ-
ment opportunity, some ads under
“Help Wanted” may designate
although the
use of such terms does not mean

“man or woman,”

jobs are limited to male or female
applicants.

LEGAL

FICTITIOUS
BUSINESS NAMES

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
2024095510

The following person(s) is (are)
doing business as:

1. NORIMORI DESIGNS, 440
SAN ROQUE DR., WALNUT CA
91789. LOS ANGELES COUNTY

Articles of Incorporation or
Organization Number: Al #ON

REGISTERED OWNERS:
1. NORIKO MORIKAWA, 440
SAN ROQUE DR, WALNUT CA
91789.

This business is being con-
ducted by: an Individual. The
date registrant commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed above on N/A.
| declare that all information in
this statement is true and correct.

Signed:
NORIKO MORIKAWA, OWNER

This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Los Angeles
on MAY 2, 2024.

NOTICE—In accordance with
subdivision (a) of Section 17920, a
Fictitious Name Statement gener-
ally expires at the end of five years
from the date on which it was filed
in the Office of the County Clerk,
except, as provided in Subdivision
(b) of Section 17920, where it ex-
pires 40 days after any change in
the facts set forth in the statement
pursuant to Section 17913 other
than a change in the residence
address of a registered owner.
A new Fictitious Business Name
Statement must be filed before
the expiration. Effective January
1, 2014, the Fictitious Business
Name Statement must be accom-
panied by the Affidavit of Identity
Form. The filing of this statement
does not of itself authorize the use
in this state of a Fictitious Business
Name in violation of the rights of
another under federal, state, or
common law (See Section 14411
et seq., Business and Professions
Code). | hereby certify that this
copy is a correct copy of the origi-
nal statement on file in my office.
DEAN C. LOGAN, Los Angeles
County Clerk.

Published: 5/9/24, 5/16/24,
5/23/24, 5/30/24.

PUBLISH YOUR
LEGAL NOTICE
IN THE RAFU!

(213) 629-2231

CARE SERVICES

Holly Services

provides excellent
caregiving services to
Los Angeles, OC, SD,

HI, and Japan.

From 4 to 24 hours

Rates start at $29/hr

Call 626-333-6767
All the staff employed

Bonded & business/
workers’ comp insured
License #194700619

Hope
International
Homecare, Inc.

Japanese bilingual care-
givers can cook, clean,
provide personal care with
all your home care needs.
- Part time to 24 hr care

- Companion care to
Hospice Care

We cover WLA, East L.A.,
Monterey Park, Orange
County, San Fernando Valley,
San Bernardino and Long
Beach.

(310) 782-7979

www.hi-homecare.com

SENIOR HOME
CARE SERVICES
JAPANESE HOME CARE

Japanese Caregivers available
to cook, clean, drive, etc. We
specialize in home exercise for
Parkinson’s Disease, Stroke &
more. Doctor of Physical Therapy
on staff.

CARELIFE (310) 373-6030
www.carelifeinc.com
Bonded & Insured

BEST CARE
CONNECTIONS
IN-HOME CARE

SERVICES

JAPANESE CAREGIVER
SERVICES

infoebcc-la.com
www.bcc-la.com

CALIFORNIA STATE LICENSE:
HCO#194700410

1-888-610-1160

(ENGLISH/JAPANESE)

ABC ROOFING-Since 1979. Free
estimate, reasonable price. Guar-
antee. Lic #425672 (213) 380-9073

Japanese Tree Trimming
Over 25 years experience
pruning matsu, juniper, maple,
kaki while dormant, and other
artistic trees. Serving all of
Southern California. Cal State
Long Beach grad.

TAKASHI TASH KUSHI
(714) 821-4808

Leave message anytime or call
after 6 p.m. Japanese is OK

TLC Renovation, Inc.
Carpentry, plumbing, electrical
& much more. Big or small jobs
welcomed. 25 years experience.

Licensed General
Contractor #538475
Bob Tanabe (818) 352-2233

FISH POND SPECIALIST
Fish pond construction repair &
maintenance. Solve any problem
in the fish pond. Guarantee water
inthe pond is clean &clear. In busi-
ness since 1987. Please call or text
David at (626) 353-4841 or leave a
message.

SOUTH ALHAMBRA
Newly renovated courtyard
apartment for rent. 2BD, 1BA,
1 car garage. $1995/mo.
Ken (310) 515-3910

APARTMENT FOR RENT
IN GARDENA
2 Bedroom, 1 Bath

Remodeled: New Appliances,
Granite Tops, New Tub and Vanity,
& New Laminate Flooring.
On Magnolia Ave, Gardena.
In between Normandie Ave and
Vermont Ave.

CALL: 310-323-1006

Please leave voicemail.

TOGETHER,
WE ARE BETTER!

STAY SAFE.

LEGAL NOTICES (213) 629-2231

Living

Trusts

* Avoid Probate
« Stay in Control

* Power

Protect Your Family!

800-403-6078

Judd Matsunaga’s
ELDER LAW SERVICES OF CALIFORNIA
A Professional Law Corporation

Multiple locations throughout California
HAGTEESZE

Judd Matsunaga
Attorney at Law
elderlawcalifornia.com

Complete Fishing Tackle

626-797-8839

1402 Lincoln Ave. Pasadena CA 91103

Sharing. Community. Légacy.
kubotamortuary.com

over 70 years.
911 Venice Blvd

T:213-749-1449
F:213-749-0265

Serving the community

Los Angeles, CA 90015

YAMAGUCHI
TERMITE CONTROL
SERVICE

INSPECTION and ESTIMATES
TERMITE REPORTS and ESCROW

(323) 663-1161

STATE LICENSE NO. 6377

FULL SERVICE

HOME CARE

JAPANESE CAREGIVERS
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Green Hills Mortuary helps families honoriif
through celebration and remembrance.

* Serving families of all faiths, with
special requests, and budgefs
e Free advanced funeral plonnlng

GREEN HILLS MORTUARY

and memorial chapel, inc.

Lic.# FD1175; CA Insurance # 0737077

fMﬂIenma () THEKEY
Per:

nal Gare Sert formerly Home Care Assistance

Live and age
well at home.

From companionship a few
hours a day to 24/7 care, we
have the right Care Plan for your
needs now—and into the future.

(888) 285-4913 HAZETE S Z

TheKey.com/Millennia

FD #308

FUKUI
IS

UNDERSTANDING

SINCE 1918

FUKUI MORTUARY
707 E. Temple Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012

213-626-0441

JANM Announces Recent Accolades
of Watase Media Arts Center

The Japanese American National
Museum (JANM) is pleased to announce
the recent award and accomplishments of
its Frank H. Watase Media Arts Center
(MAC).

MAC’s short documentary film
“Benkyodo: The Last Manju Shop in
J-Town” won the Audience Award for
Best Documentary Short at the Seattle
Asian American Film Festival and was
nominated for Best Documentary Short
at the Disorient Asian American Film
Festival of Oregon.

In addition, JANM congratulates
MAC Director Tadashi Nakamura for
receiving the Rockwood Documentary
Leadership Fellowship, which convenes
film and digital storytelling leaders to
expand their network and build strong
partnerships.

He is also one of three mentors for
the Center for Asian American Media
(CAAM) Fellowship that supports and
develops Asian American documentary
filmmakers by pairing fellows with ac-
complished professionals.

“As the director of MAC, Tad
Nakamura has leveraged his experience
and expertise to set a vision for MAC

as the producer of important films that
uplift the Asian American experience
and also as an indispensable incuba-
tor to nurture the talent of upcoming
filmmakers,” said Ann Burroughs,
JANM president and CEO. “We are
delighted that he has been selected as
a Rockwood Documentary Leadership
Fellow and as a mentor for the CAAM
Fellowship. Both of these validate his
craft and expertise as well as his com-
mitment to social justice which threads
through all his work.”

“The Rockwood Documentary Lead-
ership Fellowship is a great opportunity
for me to continue my alignment of
social justice work with media arts,”
said Nakamura. “I am looking forward
to honing my craft amongst my peers
and also mentoring the next generation
of Asian American filmmakers during
the CAAM Fellowship.”

Nakamura’s films include “Yellow
Brotherhood,” “Pilgrimage,” “A Song
for Ourselves,” “Jake Shimabukuro:
Life on Four Strings,” “Mele Murals,”
“Atomic Café: The Noisiest Corner in
J-Town,” and “Nobuko Miyamoto: A
Song in Movement.”

Mizuhara

Continued from page 1

transferring money out of Ohtani’s bank
account without his knowledge.
Mizuhara worked as an interpreter
for Ohtani since the slugger joined the
Angels organization six years ago. In that
capacity, he helped Ohtani set up a bank
account in Arizona, which eventually
became the source of wire transfers to the
illegal gambling operation, Estrada said.
Estrada stressed that Ohtani was a
victim in the case and had no knowledge

of Mizuhara’s actions.

According to Estrada, Mizuhara also
allegedly lied to bank officials, and he
was captured on tape-recorded calls im-
personating Ohtani to “convince the bank
to approve large wire transfers of large

Seymour wrote in the document that
Mizuhara was acting as a “de facto man-
ager” for Ohtani, and he began placing
bets with the illegal gambling operation
in late 2021. At about that time, bank
records showed that the contact infor-
mation on the Arizona bank account,
which was opened in March 2018, was
changed to a phone number and email
linked to Mizuhara.

The Dodgers fired Mizuhara earlier

this year when news of the criminal

investigation broke.

At a subsequent news conference,
Ohtani denied any knowledge of Mizu-
hara’s actions. He also vehemently
denied that he was involved in any
gambling activity.

Lumbini

Continued from page 1

for over 35 years.

“Giving the students the opportu-
nity to get a start on life is important
but giving them the opportunity
to create everlasting memories is
priceless. It is my main goal to be
able to give our students a chance to
create those warm memories. I want
our students to be able to look back
later in life and smile as they share
their pre-school experiences with
others. I can honestly say that it is
the greatest feeling, when former
students come back to the school to
visit, and we share stories of their
days at Lumbini.”

Along with the basic academic
curriculum, Lumbini introduces
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over time and allow for more op-

portunities in the future.

amounts of money to the bookmakers.”

Estrada said Mizuhara’s acted “to
plunder” Ohtani’s bank account to satisfy
his “insatiable appetite for illegal sports
betting,” and he “committed fraud on a

massive scale.”

According to an affidavit filed in fed-
eral court by Internal Revenue Service
Criminal Investigations special agent
Chris Seymour, records obtained from
a source within the illegal gambling op-
eration showed that between December
2021 and January 2024, about 19,000
wagers were attributed to Mizuhara, av-
eraging roughly 25 per day and ranging
in amounts from about $10 to $160,000.

During that period, the records
showed Mizuhara had winning bets
worth nearly $142.3 million, and losing
bets of $182.9 million, leaving him with

a roughly $40.7 million deficit.

“I never bet on baseball or any other
sports or never have asked somebody to
bet on my behalf,” he insisted.

Ohtani said Mizuhara “has been
stealing money from my account and
has told lies.”

Estrada said none of the illegal bets
allegedly placed by Mizuhara were on
baseball games.

According to various reports, wire
transfers were made from Ohtani’s bank
account to an illegal bookmaking op-
eration allegedly run by Orange County
resident Mathew Bowyer, who is under
federal investigation.

Bowyer’s San Juan Capistrano home
was searched by federal agents last year.

Prosecutors said Wednesday Mizu-
hara also took money from Ohtani’s
account to pay other expenses, including
$60,000 in dental work and $325,000

worth of baseball cards.

OYAMA PLUMBING

John Saga

INSURED

RESIDENTIAL REPAIRS-REMODELING-REPIPING

Electrical & Plumbing

PAUL MIDDO Lic. #B502655 C10 C36
LICENSE # 758457 s /Bsﬁegiﬁ!izihng Ir? ol
olar/ba’ Itchen Remode
(323) 3 1 3'5392 Electrical Panel Upgrade

310-377-2077

Tank-less Water Heater-Re-Pipe-Repairs & More

The false tax return charge stems
from 2022 when Mizuhara falsified
his taxable income by claiming only
$136,865, when in fact the figure was
more than $4.1 million stemming
from his bank fraud, prosecutors said.
He admits in his plea agreement that
he owes more than $1.1 million in
taxes for 2022.

activities related to Japanese and
Buddhist culture because of where
they are. They are also fortunate
to participate in local community
programs.

Recently, Lumbini has reimple-
mented several programs that were
lost because of the pandemic and
they are happy to be able to offer
these extra forms of enrichment for
the students again. This includes the
lunch program, popular both with
students and their parents (who no
longer need to send sack lunches
every day!), Intro to Japanese with
Higashi’s newest minister, Rev.
Mayuki Nagamine, and Expression
Through Mobility with John Miya-
saki of hereandnow theater com-
pany. We hope that these programs
will help us grow our enrollment

| eric akutagawa

a name you know and trust

Ask Me About
Compass Concierge!

REALTOR® | DRE 01423357

E 310 890.1118

" COMPASS

Lumbini Child Develop-
ment Center is currently open for
enrollment! We accept children ages
2% to 5 years. Please call us at (213)
680-2976 or email Ms. Leslie at
lumbini.missleslie@gmail.com for
a tour, application, and more info.
You can also visit our website at
LumbiniCDC.org.

We are located at the Higashi
Honganji Buddhist Temple in Little

Tokyo and open year-round Monday
through Friday from 7:30 a.m. to 6
p.m. (closed on national holidays).

If you would like to support
Lumbini, its alumni have launched
a Love for Lumbini Gofundme
campaign (https://gofund.me/
d214a330) to help raise funds to
allow them to explore new program-
ming and potentially increase their
enrollment. We need these additional
funds to continue to be a support
system for the community.

TOY

235 West Fairview Ave., San Gabriel, CA 91776
(800) 552-8454 (626) 289-

PHOTOGRAPHIC STUDIO
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