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Sidelined Stars

Yamamoto, Betts on injured list for Dodgers.

—page 2

121 YEARS OF COMMUNITY JOURNALISM

Established 1903

- www.rafu.com

|2 % 2746
w

TUESDAY
N 5AEH
ATy
fy7=a1—2X
CKE -8B EIE)
AZa1=54—
AR—Y

3 b

pannouncement:
~ The Rafu office will
% day in observance of

Juneteenth.

be closed on Wednes-
mjapan=at=a=glancesms

p VL
WORLD RECORD ATTEMPT:
World record challengers lock
wrists with people next to them
on the partially closed Kujukuri Toll
Road in Chiba Prefecture, eastern
Japan,onJune 15, inan attemptto
break the Guinness World Record
for the longest chain of people
clasping wrists, achievedin Malay-
siain 2017 with the participation of
4,222 people.

Kyodo Photo

SHIBUYA DRINKING BAN:
Tokyo’s Shibuya Ward will ban
drinking on the street at night in
some areas starting in October,
expanding restrictions currently
applied during limited periods
such as Halloween and the New
Year’s holidays, the ward office
said Monday. The local assembly
unanimously enacted a revised
ordinance to that end. The hours
and locations where the prohibition
will be enforced will be determined
later, with the ward saying it is con-
sideringimposing the ban between
6 p.m. and 5 a.m. In June 2019,
Shibuya approved an ordinance
prohibiting alcohol consumptionon
certain streets, including near JR
Shibuya Station, during Halloween
and the year-end and New Year’s
holidays due to problems caused
by large crowds of partygoers.
pinithernews s

CHIMNEY RESCUE: Firefighters
on Sunday night had to rescue
a man who became stuck in the
chimney of a four-story Downtown
Los Angeles apartment building.
The predicament was reported at
7:55p.m. Sunday inan abandoned
building at 1349 S. Flower St., ac-
cordingtothe Los Angeles Fire De-
partment’s Nicholas Prange. “Fire-
fighters used specialized cameras
to pinpoint the location of the man
within the 4-story chimney, prior to
breaching the wall from inside the
apartment building,” Prange said.
The man, believed about 25 years
old, was freed at 10:08 p.m. and
taken by ambulance to a hospital
for treatment of moderate injuries,
Prange said. Firefighters were not
sure why the man wound up in the
chimney, he said.

GAS PRICES: The average price
of a gallon of self-serve regular
gasoline in Los Angeles County
was unchanged Monday at $4.814,
ending a run of 41 decreases in
42 days. The average price has
dropped 50.2 cents over the past
42 days, including seven-tenths
of a cent Sunday, according to
figures from the AAA and Oil Price
Information Service. It is 7.7 cents
lessthan one week ago, 38.1 cents
less than one month ago, 11.9
cents less than one year ago, and
has dropped $1.68 since rising to
a record $6.494 on Oct. 5, 2022.
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DOLLAR DOWN: The dollar was
lower in trading Monday on the
Tokyo Foreign Exchange Market,
finishing at 157.55-55 yen, down
.12 yen from Friday’s close.

Front row: Kai Strahl Sugahara, Kyle Oda, Milo Kryselak, Luc Chow, Harrison Hirota, Lindsey Kadonaga,
Troy Kadonaga. Back row: Roy Sugahara, Sheri Strahl, Kay and Kyoko Oda, Yoko Mimura, Dana and Gene
Chow, Eric Hirota, Jennie and Craig Kadonaga.

SFVJACC, JACL Announce
Scholarship Recipients

The San Fernando Valley Japa-
nese American Community Center
and Japanese American Citizens
League proudly announced seven
deserving scholars on May 26 in
Sakaguchi Hall.

Sponsor Dr. Daniel T. Nagasawa
spoke about his humble beginnings
when he attended Japanese School
and practiced martial arts at the cen-
ter. With success as a neurosurgeon,
he decided to give back with two
Education Scholar Athlete Awards
along with his mother, Jacklyn
Rodman.

Their scholarship was awarded
to Lindsey Kadonaga, daughter of
Craig and Jennie Kadonaga, who
also won the SFV JACL Freshman
Scholarship. She attends Chatsworth
Charter High School. She has been
an AP scholar with distinction and
a National Honor Society Member
(2021-2024) and involved in several
of the school’s extracurricular activi-
ties. She organized the Love, Evan
Foundation supporting people with
cancer at Chatsworth High School
using bracelets that are currently
available at the Japanese American
National Museum.

Lindsey was captain and played
on her high school basketball varsity
and junior varsity team, which led
Chatsworth HS to the City Champi-
onships for the past two years; and

a player on the SF Aloha Girls team
and a member of Yonsei basketball.
She has been involved with several
SFVJACC events. She will be attend-
ing UC Berkeley and plans to major
in environmental science and health.

Her brother, Troy Kadonaga, is
a student at the University of South-
ern California, majoring in applied
mathematics. At USC, has served as
a lab assistant and is a member of
the Nikkei Student Union. Troy has
actively participated in events at the
SFVJACC and SF JACL. He was
recently the recipient of the Evan
Niizawa Memorial Scholarship.

The Dr. Sanbo Sakaguchi Scholar-
ship was awarded to Milo Kyselak,
son of Dusan Kyselak and Yoko
Mimura. Milo is a student at Highland
Hall Waldorf School and Pierce Col-
lege. He is a member of the National
Honor Society and received a Silver
Award for the National German Ex-
amination. He played on the school’s
varsity soccer team and played cello
in the high school orchestra.

Milo was co-founder of the Ori-
gami Club at the school and was
involved with the SFV Japanese
Language Institute. Recently, he was
one of the founders of Shine Squad
Solutions, a solar panel cleaning
business. He plans to major in civil
engineering at UC Berkeley.

Lucas Chow has been awarded

the Kay Kazuko Sakaguchi Scholar-
ship. He is the son of Gene and Dana
Chow. Lucas attends Heritage Chris-
tian School, where he has actively
participated in several extracurricular
activities and played the saxophone.
Lucas is actively involved with SF
Athletics as a volunteer, player of the
Samurais and coach of the Tanookis.
He was a member of the 2017 Yonsei
basketball team. He received the SFV
Athletics Wayne Yamamoto Scholar-
ship. He will be attending UC Irvine,
majoring in biology/chemistry.

Harrison Hirota, the son of Eric
and Nozomi Hirota, attends the North
Hollywood High School Highly Gift-
ed Magnet. He is a recipient of the
SFV JACL Freshman Scholarship.
He played with the Samurai basket-
ball team and North Hollywood HS
varsity basketball team for two years.
He was president and vice president
of the NOHO Red Cross Students,
creating slides and presenting current
health issues as well as advocating
for the Red Cross by participating
in protests.

As part of The Next Generation
Advocates, Harrison organized
speaking events to advocate for
mental health awareness and suicide
prevention. He was aa NHHS swim
team member and a teacher specializ-
ing in teaching swim skills to babies

Please see Scholarship, page 3

VIJCC Natsu Matsuri Set for June 22-23

By ANN NISHIYAMA

Prepare for an unforgettable weekend at the Venice
Japanese Community Center’s annual Summer Natsu

Matsuri Festival.

Please mark your calendars for Saturday, June 22,
12 t0 9 p.m., and Sunday, June 23,11 a.m. to 8 p.m., as
we come together at the VICC to celebrate our vibrant
Japanese heritage and strong sense of community.

Enjoy rich cultural demonstrations and exhibits all
weekend, traditional ondo dancing both weekends and
a performance by Elemental Funk on Saturday night.

Let’s not forget about the favorite Japanese delicacies
awaiting you at our food booths, including udon, chicken
curry, takoyaki, cha siu bao and more.

Plus, there’s fun for everyone at our game booths
with activities like Goldfish Toss, Nerf Targets, Aloha

Toss and Plinko.

Don’t forget to purchase your raffle tickets before
Sunday’s drawing to win fantastic prizes and support

the VICC.

We eagerly look forward to welcoming you to the
Summer Natsu Matsuri Festival for an experience filled
with joy, cultural richness and community camaraderies.

See you all there!

Important festival reminder: No pets — only service

animals allowed.

VIJCC is located at 12448 Braddock Dr. in Los An-
geles, one blook west of Centinela Boulevard and half

Ondo dancing starts at 5:30 p.m. on both days of the VJC

a mile north of the 90 Freeway. Info: (310) 822-8885,

office@vjcc.com,
The last ondo practices will be held on Saturday, June
15, and Thursday, June 20, from 6:30 to 8 p.m.

2 p.m.: Kendo
3 p.m.: Judo
4 p.m.: Taiko

ship Awards

Sunday, June 23

5:30-6:30 p.m.
7 p.m.: Elemental Funk

1 p.m.: Zumba

vjcc.com

Cultural Exhibition Schedule
Saturday, June 22
1:30 p.m.: laido
2:30 p.m.: Aikido
3:30 p.m.: Karate
4:30 p.m.: Miss Western L.A. and VICC Scholar-

: Ondo

1:30 p.m.: Hula

2 p.m.: Kendo

3 p.m.: Judo

2:30 p.m.: Aikido

3:30 p.m.: Karate

4:30 p.m.: Taiko

5:30-6:30 p.m.: Ondo

7 p.m.: Raffle (raffle prizes to be drawn throughout
the day; top prizes drawn after ondo on Sunday)

i

C Natsu Matsuri.

Okaeri Matsuri on June 29
at Terasaki Budokan

The Okaeri Matsuri will take
place on Saturday, June 29, from 4 to
9 p.m. at the Terasaki Budokan, 249
S. Los Angeles St. in Little Tokyo.

This event is free. Howev-
er, RSVP is required to attend,
so make sure to register today:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
okaeri-matsuri-registration-
887272795817 7aff=oddtdtcreator

Previously known as Queer Obon,
Okaeri Matsuri is a community festi-
val that gathers the Nikkei LGBTQ+
community to celebrate queer joy,
inspired by Japanese summer fes-
tivities. The event is free, open to all
LGBTQ+ communities and friends,
and will include odori/dancing, per-
formances, games, food, raffles, and
more. Performers include TaikoPro-
ject, Bibi Discoteca, Gia Gunn, and
Mariko & Cam.

The Okaeri Ondo, a song and

dance welcoming queer and trans
loved ones home, will make its de-
but. The Okaeri Ondo was made in
collaboration with Great Leap, the
organization most well known for
FandangObon, alongside members
of the Nikkei LGBTQ+ community
who came out to Okaeri songwriting
and dance choreography workshops
last year.

In the week leading up to Okaeri
Matsuri, two odori practices will be
led by Mariko Rooks and Gia Gunn
on Sunday, June 23, from 2 to 4 p.m.
and Wednesday, June 26, from 6 to 8
p.m. at the Nishi Hongwanji Buddhist
Temple parking lot, 815 E. First St. in
Little Tokyo.

Reach out to info@okaeri.org for
any questions.

Follow @okaeri.community on
Instagram to stay up to date with
upcoming events.

Willa Cutolo

Inspired by Japanese summer festivals, the Okaeri Matsuri is a
celebration of the Nikkei LGBTQ+ community.

Bloc Backing Okinawa’s Anti-U.S.
Base Governor Fails to Win Majority

KYODO NEWS SERVICE

NAHA — Candidates backing Oki-
nawa’s governor, a staunch opponent
of akey U.S military base relocation
plan within the prefecture, failed to
secure a majority in Sunday’s lo-
cal assembly election, in a blow to
his struggling strategy to stop the
project.

The result came as the central gov-
ernment pushes ahead with its plan to
move U.S. Marine Corps Air Station
Futenma from a densely populated
area in Ginowan to a new facility
being built in a coastal area in Nago,
both on Okinawa’s main island.

In January, the state started con-
struction work on a part of the
relocation site despite strong local
opposition.

In the 48-seat prefectural assem-
bly election, candidates who sup-
ported Gov. Denny Tamaki obtained
20 seats, while 27 were occupied
by those who opposed him and the
remaining one went to a neutral
candidate. Before the voting, each
side had 24 seats.

As for whether to support the
planned base relocation within the
prefecture, the assembly is divided
with 24 members in favor and 24
against.

“I take (the result) seriously,” Ta-
maki told reporters in the prefectural
capital of Naha on Monday, while
admitting he “will be forced into a
very difficult position.”

Supporters of Tamaki include the
Constitutional Democratic Party of

Please see Okinawa, page 3

Victim of Alleged Anti-Semitic Attack
Seeks $1.6 Million+ from Assailants

CITY NEWS SERVICE

An Armenian American photog-
rapher who was allegedly hit with a
bottle and beaten by two assailants
while talking with a group of Jewish
men outside a Beverly Grove restau-
rant in 2021 is seeking more than
$1.6 million in a default judgment
against both of his alleged attackers.

Photographer Mher Hagopian is
suing Samer Jaylusi and Xavier Pa-
bon in Los Angeles Superior Court,
alleging civil rights violations, as-
sault, battery, conspiracy to commit

assault, negligence and intentional
infliction of emotional distress.
Hagopian’s attorneys filed court
papers on Friday with Alhambra
Superior Court Judge Ian C. Fussel-
man asking for $1 million in puni-
tive damages and nearly $624,000
in compensatory damages from each
defendant.

The proposed default judgment
would “send a clear and resounding
message that anti-semitism is not
tolerated in our country,” Hagopian’s
lawyers argue in their court papers.

Please see Anti-Semitic, page 2
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Dodgers Place
Yamamoto on
IL with Rotator
Cuff Injury

RAFU STAFF AND WIRE SERVICE REPORTS

Dodgers pitcher Yoshinobu
Yamamoto has a strained rotator cuff
in his right shoulder and is unlikely
to return before the July 16 All-Star
Game, manager Dave Roberts said
on Sunday.

Yamamoto had to be pulled after
two innings of Saturday’s game
against the Kansas City Royals and
was placed on the 15-day injured list
for the first time in his Major League
Baseball career with an initial diag-
nosis of right triceps tightness.

Roberts said Yamamoto’s MRI
did not reveal any tears but the
25-year-old right-hander will not
throw for the next few weeks.

The skipper emphasized that the
club was taking a cautious approach
in keeping with its prior management
of Yamamoto’s health as he transi-
tioned from Japanese pro baseball’s
less-frequent pitching starts.

“The most important time of the
season is yet to come,” Roberts said.
“And his health is paramount, so for
us to be proactive and put him on the
IL, kind of reset him, seems like the
smartest move.”

Following Saturday’s shortened
start, Yamamoto said he began to feel
the tightness in his right arm during
the second inning, and let pitching
coach Mark Prior know as soon as
he returned to the dugout after the
third out.

The level of concern was obvi-
ous once Prior informed Roberts
of Yamamoto’s condition, with the
manager immediately calling for a
relief pitcher to begin warming up
in the bullpen.

Roberts said later that some sore-
ness is normal for any pitcher, but the
team has been cautious with Yama-
moto since his arrival from Japan.

“During a season, they are always
going to be sore,” Roberts said. “Ob-
viously, he felt — we felt — he could
make the start. We wouldn’t pitch
him if we felt he was going to put
himself in harm’s way.”

Roberts added that communica-
tion across languages has not been
a factor in managing Yamamoto’s
condition.

“You have to trust the player if
he feels he can pitch,” Roberts said.
“I’ve never put a guy out there who
felt he couldn’t go.”

Yamamoto is 6-2 witha2.92 ERA
in 14 starts in his major league rookie
season.

Last December, the three-time Pa-
cific League MVP in Japan signed a
12-year deal worth $325 million, the
most guaranteed money for a pitcher
in MLB history, after being posted by
the Orix Buffaloes.

In Sunday’s game, Shohei Ohtani
crushed a pair of solo home runs,
leading the Dodgers to a 3-0 victory
over the visiting Royals.

The win, however, was overshad-
owed by Mookie Betts leaving the
game with a fractured left hand after
being hit by a pitch in the seventh
inning.

Betts’ injury came after Yama-
moto, one of the key pitchers in the
Dodgers rotation, was placed on the
injured list.

Ohtani got the team on the board
with his 18th homer of the season, a
451-foot blast to center in the third
inning.

In his next trip to the plate in the
sixth, Ohtani sent his 19th into the
right-field seats to double the lead.
Freddie Freeman then followed with
his 10th home run.

Ohtani’s second two-homer game
of the season put him one behind
National League home run leader
Marcell Ozuna of the Atlanta Braves.

Magic Moments
at the Stadium

For nine-year-old Keita Sakuma, Thursday must have seemed
like a dream come true. The youngster was among hundreds who
entered a contest to be featured as part of the first Yoshinobu
Yamamoto bobblehead doll giveaway at Dodger Stadium, and was
chosen to throw out the ceremonial first pitch.

In his video entry, Keita said Yamamoto is his favorite player and
he dreams of playing for the Dodgers in the big leagues someday.

When the time came for the big moment, Keita didn’t merely
toss the ball. With the Japanese star himself doing the catching,
the kid gave a pitch-perfect imitation of Yamamoto’s start-stop
delivery and fired a fastball over the plate.

“I’'m glad that we won the se-
ries,” Ohtani said after the Dodgers
took the three-game series 2-1.“I’ve
been working every day to try to
make my swing right, so I'm glad
that things are working out the way
I’m hoping.”

On Betts, Ohtani said, “He’s ob-
viously a very important part of the
team, and if he’s out for some time,
then it’s really up to the rest of the
team to pick him up so that we can
continue.”

Tyler Glasnow (7-5) pitched
seven dominant innings, striking out
nine and allowing just three hits, all
singles, with a walk. Brady Singer
(4-4) took the loss after six innings
of work.

Among other Japanese players
in the major leagues, Detroit Tigers
pitcher Kenta Maeda (2-3) gave up
four runs in five innings in a 4-1 loss
to the Houston Astros.

In Chicago on Saturday, Shota
Imanaga held the St. Louis Cardi-
nals to a run on four hits over seven
innings to earn his seventh win as the
Chicago Cubs triumphed, 5-1.

Imanaga (7-1) struck out six with
a hit batsman in a strong 103-pitch
outing at Wrigley Field, surrendering
his only run in the fourth inning when
Alec Burleson hit a leadoff double
and came home on Nolan Arenado’s
sacrifice fly to open the scoring.

The Cubs scored two runs in the
home half to take the lead before
Imanaga had two runners on bases
for the first time in the seventh.

The southpaw escaped the jam
by getting Dylan Carlson to fly out
to left and striking out Brendan
Donovan swinging before Ian Happ
slugged a three-run home run in the
bottom of the inning.

Seiya Suzuki went 2-for-3 with
a walk batting cleanup for the Cubs.

“Getting to generate the same
level of power until the end was a
real positive,” Imanaga said. “I"d
have ruined my teammates’ efforts
grinding out our runs if I had given up
arun (in the seventh). My fist pumps
might have come out of relief.”

JUN NAGATA / Rafu Shimpo

Shohei Ohtani watches the first of two home runs he hit on Sunday, in
the Dodgers 3-0 shutout of the visiting Kansas City Royals.

The Gila River All-Stars of 1944 — front, from left: Scotty Mizukami, Ralph Osada, Key Kobayashi, Ken

Zenimura, Tets Hasegawa, Kay Ishimoto and Tak Abo. Back row: Tom Osada, Tosh Nishino, George Yamada,
Harry Kono, Kenishi Zenimura, Tets Furukawa, George Fujioka, Kenso Zenimura and Tom Murata.

Documentary ‘Baseball Behind Barbed Wire’ to
Screen June 25 at Chinese Theatre in Hollywood

The documentary “Base-
ball Behind Barbed Wire”
(2023, 34 minutes) will
be shown along with other
short films on Tuesday, June
25, at4:45 p.m. at TCL Chi-
nese 6 Theatres, Hollywood
Boulevard and Highland
Avenue in Hollywood, as
part of Dances with Films.

Guard towers and
barbed wired confined Japa-
nese Americans during the
forced incarceration of the
World War II. But there was
no containing their love of
baseball and it provided
solace and hope at all ten
War Relocation Authority
camps.This bitter history
is told with moments of
cheer and laughter as the
incarcerees rallied to build
baseball fields, play ball and
even travel long distances
to proclaim their American
heritage through their be-

I

ity

in documentary filmmaking
from Stanford University
and is a Student Academy
Award winner, National
Academy of Television
Arts and Sciences scholar,
and American Associa-
tion of Japanese University
Women scholar. Her current
documentary project, “Dia-
mond Diplomacy,” explores
the relationship between the
U.S. and Japan through a
shared love of baseball.
She directed and pro-
duced “Mrs. Judo: Be
Strong, Be Gentle, Be
Beautiful,” the only bi-
ographical documentary
about Keiko Fukuda (1913-
2013), the first woman to
attain the 10th-degree black
belt in judo. “Mrs. Judo”

This uniform worn at Gila River by Tets Furukawa
is now part of the collection at the National Museum
of American History.

has traveled to more than 25
film festivals internation-
ally and was awarded the
Grand Jury Award for Best

loved baseball.

Interviewees include Tets Furukawa, Howard Zen-
imura, Kerry Yo Nakagawa and Bill Staples Jr.

Directed by Yuriko Gamo Romer; written by Romer
and Shirley Thompson; produced by Romer and Marc
Smolowitz; co-produced by Loi Ameera Almeron.

For tickets, visit the link at https://danceswithfilms.

com/baseball-behind-barbed-wire/

Based in San Francisco, Romer holds a master’s degree

Documentary at the 2013

International Festival of Sport Films in Moscow and
broadcast nationally on PBS.

Romer’s short films include “Occidental Encounters,”
“Reflection,” “Kids Will Be Kids,” “Sunnyside of the
Slope,” “Fusion” and “Friend Ships,” a short historical
animation about John Manjiro, the inadvertent Japanese

immigrant rescued by an American whaling captain.

Visit her website: www.flyingcarp.net

GOLF: Matsuyama Finishes 6th, Morikawa 14th as DeChambeauWins U.S. Open

PINEHURST, N.C —Japanese golfer
Hideki Matsuyama finished in sixth
place as Bryson DeChambeau played
a heroic final-hole bunker shot to win
his second U.S. Open title Sunday.

DeChambeau, a California native,
closed with a 1-over 71 for a 6-under
274 total, one shot clear of Northern
Ireland’s Rory Mcllroy.

Mcllroy missed a short par putt on
the 18th, his third bogey in the final

four holes, that would have put him
into a playoff with DeChambeau at
Pinehurst Country Club’s difficult
No. 2 course in North Carolina.

DeChambeau’s second major
victory and ninth win overall on
the PGA Tour earned him $4.3
million.

The 30-year-old saved par on the
18th hole to edge Mcllroy after hit-
ting a superb shot out of a greenside

bunker to set up a short putt.

“That bunker shot was the shot of
my life,” DeChambeau said. “I want
to say happy Father’s Day to all the
dads out there. Unfortunately, my dad
passed a couple of years ago and this
one is for him.”

Collin Morikawa shot a 72 on the
final day and finished the tournament
tied for 14th place.

—Kyodo / Rafu reports

FOOD EVENTS

laste of Japan
in Anaheim
This Weekend

Taste of Japan will take place on
Friday, June 21, from 4 to 9 p.m,;
Saturday, June 22, from 12 to 8 p.m.;
and Sunday, June 23, from 12 to 6
p.m. at STC Anaheim Gardenwalk,
400 W. Disney Way, Anaheim. Free
admission.

Enjoy various authentic Japanese
foods, Japanese pop culture, anime,
cosplay, entertainment, merchandise,
fun activities, and much more. You’ll
get a taste of Japan with more than
50 of the best Japanese vendors in
Southern California, everything
from traditional Japanese food such
as ramen, takoyaki and yakitori to
other various street foods. There
will be entertainment on the main
stage throughout the day, such as
taiko, martial arts, anime, and also
special events such as Yokocho Fest,
Goodie Bag, Deko Car Artist Alley
and Lucky Raffle.

Goodie Bag ($45) includes one
free lunch ticket (yakisoba or ta-
koyaki), one Taste of Japan T-shirt,
one Izumi Spring Water, two tai-
yaki snacks, one energy drink, one
Japanese-style tote bag, one Round
1 play ticket, and Pocky.

Yokocho Fest features Japanese
craft beer, sake and shochu. $10
ticket includes one entry and one
beer ticket. VIP Gold Package ($125)
includes one draft beer ticket, two
sake-tasting tickets, one compli-
mentary sake tasting cup, one Choya
cocktail ticket, one Hondaya beer,
one [zumi water, two taiyaki snacks,
one Hakutsuru tote bag, one surprise
gift, three premium sake tastings
from Tippsy Sake, and one yakitori
bento from Honda-ya.

Takumi Alley is a makers’ mart
celebrating Asian creatives and Asian
culture. Takumi World Japan show-
cases everything from Japanese tradi-
tion to modern handcrafted products.

Donation boxes for victims of
last January’s Noto Peninsula earth-
quake in Ishikawa Prefecture will
be on-site.

For more details, including a
list of food and retail vendors and
parking information, visit www.
tasteofjpn.com.

Anti-Semitic

Continued from page 1

Both Jaylusi and Pabon have ig-
nored the litigation. Representatives
for the pair could not be immediately
reached.

A cell phone video was recorded
of the May 18, 2021, attack, which
took place about 9:45 p.m. outside
Sushi Fumi, a Japanese restaurant on
North La Cienega Boulevard. A group
of cars with Palestinian flags arrived
with about two dozen passengers and
megaphones, the suit states.

“The convoy was there simply to
seek out Jews,” the suit states. “In-
deed, the area of Los Angeles adjacent
to Sushi Fumi is widely known to be
one of the centers for Jewish life in
Los Angeles.”

Hagopian was hired to take photos
at the upcoming wedding of his Jew-
ish friend, so the two of them and two
Jewish friends of the future groom
met for dinner outside at Sushi Fumi
to discuss the wedding plans, accord-
ing to the suit filed in March 2022.

Most of the convoy passengers’
identities were obscured by hooded
sweaters or other garb that partially
or fully covered their faces, the suit
states. They yelled out anti-semitic
remarks, including “dirty Jew,” “Are
you Jewish?,” “Are you Israeli?”’
and “Be ashamed of yourselves,” the
suit states.

“Refusing to be intimidated, Hago-
pian’s friends responded that they
were Jewish,” the suit states. At least
one bottle thrown from the convoy hit
Hagopian in the head and one other
glass object shattered on the sidewalk
near dining patrons, according to the
suit. “All hell broke loose,” the suit
states.

Other diners ran inside the restau-
rant or away from the area, but Hago-
pian and his friends were quickly
targeted because they did not have
the chance to escape, the suit states.

“At this point, Hagopian and his
friends truly feared for their lives,”
the suit states.

The plaintiff grabbed a nearby
stanchion that had roped off Sushi
Fumi’s outdoor dining area and tried
to fend off the attackers and protect
his friends, the suit states.

At least four men, including Jay-
lusi and Pabon, overtook Hagopian,
slammed him against a vehicle and
began beating him with their fists and
arms while also spraying him with an
aerosol chemical, the suit states.

Hagopian suffered emotional dis-
tress, embarrassment, humiliation and
injury to his reputation because of the
attack, the suit states. The attack was
condemned by many faith leaders as
well as then-Mayor Eric Garcetti.



www.rafu.com

FRAFO SHIMPO

TUESDAY, JUNE 18, 2024 3

GLASSIFIEDS

THE RAFU SHIMPOe
(USPS 454-140)

The Rafu Shimpo is published daily,
except Sundays, Mondays, Fridays,
federal holidays (excluding January 1),
Dec. 31, Jan. 2, Jan. 3 and the Tuesdays
following federal holidays that fall on
a Monday (Martin Luther King Jr’s
Birthday, President’s Day, Memorial Day,
Labor Day, Columbus Day, Veteran’s Day,
Thanksgiving Day, and Christmas Day),
by Michael Komai at 701 E. Third St.,
Suite 130, Los Angeles, CA90013-1789.
Periodicals Postage Paid at Los Angeles,
California: $49 for three months; $91 for
six months; $177 per year, in the United
States, payable in advance in U.S. cur-
rency. Single copy: $1. POSTMASTER:
Send address change to The Rafu
Shimpo, 701 E. Third St., Suite 130, Los
Angeles, CA 90013-1789. Newspaper
assumes no responsibility for care and
return of unsolicited materials.

F or information on how to place
an English section Classified
Ad in The Rafu Shimpo, please call
(213) 629-2231, ext. #100 or fax
(213) 687-0737, Monday through
Friday, 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Deadline
is 11 a.m. two days in advance of
publication date. Ads must be pre-
paid by cash, check or credit card
(American Express, Mastercard,
and Visa). Include your name and
a daytime phone number. In com-
pliance with federal equal employ-

CARE SERVICES
Holly Services
provides excellent
caregiving services to
Los Angeles, OC, SD,

HI, and Japan.
From 4 to 24 hours

Rates start at $29/hr
Call 626-333-6767
All the staff employed
Bonded & business/
workers’ comp insured

License #194700619

Hope
International
Homecare, Inc.

Japanese bilingual care-
givers can cook, clean,
provide personal care with
all your home care needs.

- Part time to 24 hr care
- Companion care to
Hospice Care

We cover WLA, East L.A.,
Monterey Park, Orange
County, San Fernando Valley,
San Bernardino and Long
Beach.

SENIOR HOME
CARE SERVICES
JAPANESE HOME CARE

Japanese Caregivers available
to cook, clean, drive, etc. We
specialize in home exercise for
Parkinson’s Disease, Stroke &
more. Doctor of Physical Therapy
on staff.

CARELIFE (310) 373-6030
www.carelifeinc.com
Bonded & Insured

BEST CARE
CONNECTIONS
IN-HOME CARE

SERVICES

JAPANESE CAREGIVER
SERVICES

infoebcc-la.com
www.bcc-la.com

CALIFORNIA STATE LICENSE:
HCO#194700410

1-888-610-1160

(ENGLISH/JAPANESE)

ABC ROOFING-Since 1979. Free
estimate, reasonable price. Guar-
antee. Lic #425672 (213) 380-9073

Japanese Tree Trimming
Over 25 years experience
pruning matsu, juniper, maple,
kaki while dormant, and other
artistic trees. Serving all of
Southern California. Cal State

TLC Renovation, Inc.
Carpentry, plumbing, electrical
& much more. Big or small jobs
welcomed. 25 years experience.

Licensed General
Contractor #538475
Bob Tanabe (818) 352-2233

FISH POND SPECIALIST
Fish pond construction repair &
maintenance. Solve any problem
in the fish pond. Guarantee water
inthe pond is clean & clear. In busi-
ness since 1987. Please call or text
David at (626) 353-4841 or leave a
message.

GARAGE SALE

FREE 2022 KAWASAKI KLR 650
Adventure. It has a clean title
and if you are interested
please contact:
smithstevan688@gmail.com

Gone fishing
|ately?

Show us your prize
catch! You could appear
on the Sports page!

Send photos with
details of your trip!

ment opportunity, some ads under
“Help Wanted” may designate
“man or woman,” although the

(310) 782-7979

www.hi-homecare.com

Long Beach grad.

use of such terms does not mean
jobs are limited to male or female
applicants.

TAKASHI TASH KUSHI
(714) 821-4808

Leave message anytime or call
after 6 p.m. Japanese is OK

mikey erafu.com
Rafu Sports Editor

EDE vent Calendas

We welcome submissions to our
Events Calendar. Email information
to gwen@rafu.com.

JUNE 18 — East West Players
Theatre for Youth presents “When
Yuri Met Malcolm,” 4 pm at Echo
Park Library, 1410 W Temple St,
Los Angeles. Rosie Narasaki’s play
about the friendship between Yuri
Kochiyama and Malcolm X. Free,
no RSVP required. Info: www.east-
westplayers.org.

JUNE 18-28 — Fruit & Veggies
Show: Art You Should Almost Eat
at Giant Robot Store, 2015 Sawtelle
Blvd, West Los Angeles. Closed
Mondays, open 12-6 pm all other
days. Info: (310) 478-1819, giant-
robot.com.

JUNE 18 - JULY 20 — Kentaro
Kawabata/Bruce Nauman at Nonaka-
Hill, 720 N Highland Ave, Los Ange-
les. Gallery hours: Tuesday-Saturday,
12-8 pm. Info: (323) 450-9409,
gallery @nonaka-hill.com, http://
nonaka-hill.com.

JUNE 20 — Music Company Trio
at Gardena Elks Club, 1735 W 162nd
St, Gardena. Randy Yoshimoto,
drums and vocals; Dennis Yokotake,
keyboards and vocals; Dane Matsu-
mura, bass; Howie Hiyoshida, vo-
cals. Steak dinner at 5:30 pm, music
from 7-10 pm. Info: (310) 327-1919.

JUNE 20 — AbSOULute Band
celebrating Juneeeth with soul, funk,
R&B, 6-8 pm at Concerts on Canon,
241 N Canon Dr, Beverly Hills.
Info: https://laartsonline.com/music/
concerts-on-canon/

JUNE 20 — Atsuko Okatsuka, 8
pm at Brea Improv, 180 S Brea Blvd,
Brea. Tickets: https://atsukocomedy.
com/

JUNE 21-23 — Taste of Japan,
Friday 4-9 pm, Saturday 12-8 pm,
Sunday 12-6 pm at STC Anaheim
Gardenwalk, 400 W Disney Way,
Anaheim. Authentic Japanese foods,
Japanese pop culture, anime, cosplay,
entertainment, merchandise, fun
activities and more. Free admis-
sion. Goodie Bags $45. Info: www.
tasteofjpn.com.

JUNE 22-23 — Summer Natsu
Matsuri Festival, Saturday 12-9
pm, Sunday 11 am-8 pm at Venice
Japanese Community Center, 12448
Braddock Dr, Los Angeles. Food and
game booths, cultural demonstra-
tions, raffle drawing, ondo dancing
both nights, Elemental Funk on Sat-
urday at 7 pm. Ondo practice on June
20, 6:30-8 pm. Info: (310) 822-8885,
office@vjcc.com, vjcc.com

JUNE 22-23 — Obon Festival,
4-9 pm Saturday and 4-8 pm Sun-
day at Valley Japanese Community
Center, 8850 Lankershim Blvd, Sun
Valley. Judo, kendo, kimono, tea
ceremony demonstrations. Taiko and
raffle on Sunday. Dancing at 6:30 pm
Saturday, 6 pm Sunday. Bon Odori
practice June 18 at 6:30 pm. Info:
valleyjcc@gmail.com.

JUNE 23 — Okinawa Associa-
tion of America’s annual Irei no Hi:
Remembering the Battle of Okinawa,
2 pm at OAA Center’s Yamauchi

Bldg, 16500 S Western Ave, Gar-
dena. Presentation by Kazuyuki
Nakazato, director of Okinawa Pre-
fectural Government’s Washington,
DC Office. Free for OAA members,
$2 general public. RSVP: (310)
532-1929, tinyurl.com/oaa-irei-24.
Event will also be online via Zoom.
On-site parking available behind the
buildings off 165th PI.

JUNE 23 — Book event for
“Intimate Strangers: Shin Issei
Women and Contemporary Japanese
American Community, 1980-2020,”
2-3:30 pm at Japanese American
National Museum, 100 N Central
Ave, Little Tokyo> Conversation
between author Tritia Toyota and
Asian American studies professor
Valerie Matsumoto. Tickets: $16
general, $9 for seniors and students,
free for JANM members. Info: janm.
org/events.

JUNE 23 — Screening of Akira
Kurosawa’s “Dreams,” 3 pm at Faith
United Methodist Church, 2115 W
182nd St, Torrance. Free admission
and popcorn. Short reflection after
movie. Info: (310) 217-7000, faith-
southbay.org.

JUNE 23 — Azuma Kotobuki
Kai recital, 2:30 pm (doors open at 2
pm) at Thousand Oaks High School
Performing Arts Center, 2323 N
Moorpark Rd, Thousand Oaks. A
selection of classical and modern
dances will be performed by 57
dancers, ages 4 to adult. Reception
to follow. Admission: $15 for adults,
$10 for youth (3-17) and seniors
(62+), free for children 2 and under.
Info: call (808) 651-2061, kikusue.
azuma@gmail.com.

JUNE 25 — Screening of Yuriko
Gamo Romer’s “Baseball Behind
Barbed Wire” and other short films,
4:45 pm at TCL Chinese 6 Theatres,
Hollywood Boulevard and Highland
Avenue in Hollywood. Documen-
tary about the role baseball played
during the WWII incarceration of
Japanese Americans. Part of Dances
with Films. Tickets: : https://danc-
eswithfilms.com/baseball-behind-
barbed-wire/

JUNE 25 — Discover Nikkei’s
Nima Voices, Episode 16, 6-6:30
pm online. A conversation between
Stan Kirk, researcher and writer of
Japanese Canadian history, with
guest host Yoko Murakawa, pro-
fessor emerita at Keiai Univer-
sity. Info: https://www.janm.org/
events/2024-06-25/discover-nikkeis-
nima-voices-episode- 16-stan-kirk.

Through JUNE 25 — “Once,”
solo exhibition by sculptor Eishi
Takaoka at GR2 Gallery, 2061 Saw-
telle Blvd, West LA. Hours: Friday,
12-4 pm; Saturday, 12-5 pm; Sunday,
12-4 pm; or by appointment. Info:
(424) 246-7626 (text only), mail @gi-
antrobot.com, www.giantrobot.com.

JUNE 27 — Asobi at JANM:
Clay Knot and Object Workshop
with Carrie Lau of Object-Matter,
7-9 pm at Japanese American Na-
tional Museum, 100 N Central
Ave, Little Tokyo. $10 general, free
for members. With cocktails and

mocktails from Wolf & Crane, beer
from Brewyard Beer Company,
drinks from Sanzo. Tickets: https://
www.janm.org/events/2024-06-27/
asobi-janm-clay-knot-and-object-
workshop-carrie-lau-object-matter.

JUNE 27-JULY 21 — World
premiere of “Unbroken Blossoms”
by Philip W. Chung, directed by Jeff
Liu, at David Henry Hwang Theater,
120 N Judge John Aiso St, Little To-
kyo. Opening night: June 30. Show-
times: Monday and Friday, 8 pm;
Saturday, 2 and 8 pm; Sunday, 5 pm.
An idealistic family man and a cyni-
cal, aspiring filmmaker are hired as
the Chinese American consultants for
“Broken Blossoms,” Hollywood’s
first onscreen interracial love story...
between a white actress and a white
actor in yellowface makeup. Info:
(213) 625-7000, www.eastwestplay-
ers.org/unbroken

JUNE 28 — Keiko Matsui, 7-8:30
pm at Spaghettini, 3005 Old Ranch
Pkwy, Seal Beach. Featuring DW3,
Steve Cole, Michael Lington. Info:
(562) 596-2199, https://spaghet-
tini.com/event/dw3-michael-lington-
steve-cole-6-28-24/

JUNE 29 — Matsuri Fundraiser,
10 am-7 pm at Gardena Valley
Japanese Cultural Institute, 1964 W
162nd St, Gardena. Food, entertain-
ment, games, bingo, beer garden,
white elephant sale, plant sale. Info:
www.jci-gardena.org.

JUNE 29 — Inaugural Nikkei
Wine Summit, 12:30-7:30 pm at
Japanese American Cultural & Com-
munity Center, 244 S San Pedro St,
Little Tokyo. Panel discussion in
Toshizo Watanabe Culinary Cultural
Center, walk-around grand tasting in
George J. Doizaki Gallery. Tickets:
$150. Must be 21+. Info/tickets:
(213) 680-3700, jaccc.org/nikkei-
wine-summit-2024.

JUNE 29 — West Covina Bud-
dhist Temple Obon Festival, 3-9 pm
at East San Gabriel Valley Japanese
community Center, 1203 W Puente
Ave, West Covina. Manto-E service
at 6 pm, Kishin Daiko at 6:30 pm,
Bon Odori from 7-9 pm. Games for
kids, food, exhibits, vendors. Dance
practice on June 18,20, 25,27 from
7-8:30 pm. Info: (626) 689-1040,
webt.livingdharma@gmail.com,
https://livingdharma.org.

JUNE 29 — Summer Festival,
3-10 pm at Long Beach Japanese
Cultural Center, 1766 Seabright Ave,
Long Beach. Ondo dancing (6:30
pm), taiko, Japanese foods, games,
opportunity drawing. Info: (562)
754-8226, Ibjapanesecc@gmail .com,
Ibjcc.org.

JUNE 29 — Okinawa-style Bon
Dance workshop and potluck (all
ages; no experience necessary) at
Okinawa Association of America’s
monthly Nuchaashii Gathering,
4-6 pm at OAA Center’s Yamauchi
Bldg., 16500 S Western Ave, Gar-
dena. RSVP: tinyurl.com/nuchaas-
hii24, (310) 532-1929. In-person
attendance highly encouraged. Free
admission with one potluck dinner
dish. On-site parking available be-
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OYAMA PLUMBING

PAUL MIDDO
LICENSE # 758457
(323) 313-5392

RESIDENTIAL REPAIRS-REMODELING-REPIPING
INSURED

FD #308
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FUKUI MORTUARY
707 E. Temple Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012

213-626-0441
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Protect Your Famlly|

800-403-6078

Judd Matsunaga’s
ELDER LAW SERVICES OF CALIFORNIA
A Professional Law Corporation

Multiple locations throughout California

2 LIFE'S JOURNEY DOES NOT END

Green Hills Mortuary helps families honor life

HAGETRESZ
Judd Matsunaga

Attorney at Law
elderlawcalifornia.com

FULL SERVICE

HOME CARE

JAPANESE CAREGIVERS

' [213) 725-2273
B : WA PACECARELACOM

CALIFDRHNLA LICEMSE 2. 138T001 54

), through celebration and remembrance.
e« Serving families of all faiths, with
special requests, and budgets

= . * Free advanced funeral planning
Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 90275 (310) 831-0311

GREEN HILLS MORTUARY

and memorial chapel, inc.

Lic.# FD1175; CA Insurance # 0737077
GreenHillsMortuary.com

Complete Fishing Tackle

626-797-8839

1402 Lincoln Ave. Pasadena CA 91103

YAMAGUCHI
TERMITE CONTROL
SERVICE

INSPECTION and ESTIMATES
TERMITE REPORTS and ESCROW

(323) 663-1161

STATE LICENSE NO. 6377

Sharing. Community. Legacy.
kubotamortuary.com

Serving the community
over 70 years.
911 Venice Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 90015

T:213-749-1449
F:213-749-0265

FD-929

eric akutagawa

a name you know and trust

Ask Me About

Compass Concierge!

0.890.1118

REALTOR® | DRE 01423357

" COMPASS

hind the buildings off 165th Pl. For
long-distance community members,
the gathering will also be online via
Zoom. Every last Saturday (in-person
potluck every month, hybrid every
other month).

JUNE 29 — East West Jazz All-
Stars,7:30 pm at Live from La Costa,
Omni La Costa Resort & Spa, 2100
Costa Del Mar Rd, Carlsbad. Featur-
ing Michael Paulo (saxophone), Tia
Carrere (vocals), June Kuramoto
(koto). Daniel Ho (guitar/ukulele),
Kimo Cornwell (keyboards), David
Inamine (bass), Fred Schrueders
(guitar). Tickets: $60-$75. Info:
https://www.tix.com/ticket-sales/
apaulomusic/2914/event/1374454

Through JUNE 29 — “Matsumi
Kanemitsu: Traction Avenue” at
Louis Stern Fine Arts, 9002 Melrose
Ave, West Hollywood. A selection
of late works by influential artist
and educator Matsumi Kanemitsu
(1922-1992). Hours: Tuesday-
Friday, 10 am-6 pm; Saturday, 11
am-5 pm. Info: (310) 276-0147,
info@]ouissternfinearts.com, www.
louissternfinearts.com.

JUNE 29-30 — San Fernando
Valley Hongwanji Buddhist Temple
Obon Festival on Saturday, 4:30-10
pm, and Sunday, 4:30-9 pm at San
Fernando Valley Japanese American
Community Center, 12953 Branford
St, Pacoima. SFVJACC club dem-
onstrations, displays on local JA
history, cultural arts, bingo, raffle,
taiko, Obon Odori (Saturday at 7
pm, Sunday at 6:30 pm). Info: (818)
899-4030, https://www.sfvhbt.org/
obon-festival/

JULY 6 — Bon Odori at Senshin
Buddhist Temple, 1311 W 37th St,
Los Angeles. Hatsubon a 4:30 pm;
Bon Odori at 7 pm; Omairi in Hondo
and Sento Shogon at 9 pm; Otoki
and Horaku at 9:30 pm. Info: (323)
731-4617, https://senshintemple.org.

JULY 6 — Keiko Matsui and Na-
jee, 7 pm at Thornton Winery, 32575
Rancho Calfornia Rd, Temecula.
Info/tickets: (951) 699-0099, www.
thorntonwine.com.

JULY 13 — Temecula Wine and
Music Festival, 3pm at Montele-
one Meadows Ranch, 35245 Brigg
Rd, Murrieta. Featuring Michael
Paulo (saxophone), Pamela Wil-
liams (saxophone), Yuko Mabuchi
(piano), David Garfield (piano),
Kanzaki (saxophone), Ron King
(trumpet), Kimo Cornwell (key-
boards), David Inamine (bass),
Darryl Walker (vocals/saxophone),
Robbie Wyckoff (vocals), Tateng
Katindig (keyboards), Land Richards
(drums), Tony Moore (drums), Dar-
ryl Williams (bass), Fred Schreuders
(guitar) and more. Wine, music, food
vendors, live and silent auction items
with all proceeds going to charity.
Info: saxhawaii@aol.com, https://
www.tix.com/ticket-sales/apaulomu-
sic/2914/event/1376139

JULY 13-14 — Obon Festival,
3:30-8:30 pm at Nishi Hongwanji,
815 E First St, Little Tokyo. Food
booths, game booths, white elephant
sale, farmer’s market, bingo, enter-
tainment. Bon Odori 6:30-8:30 pm.
Dance practices: June 23, July 7, 11
a.m.-12:30 pm in Kaikan; June 20,
June 25, July 10, 7-8:30 pm in West
Lot. Info: (213) 680-9130, www.
nishihongwanji-la.org.

Scholarship

Continued from page 1

and persons with disabilities. He
received the Lauren Taguchi Schol-
arship. He has participated in karate
and attained a gojuryu black belt
and brown-black belt in Shotokan.
He will attend Drexel University,
majoring in management informa-
tion systems.

The next two students are recipi-
ents of the Lily Sakaguchi Thibodeaux
Scholarship. Kyle Kana Oda, son of
Yvonne Oda, attends Taft Charter
High School, where he was the pho-
tographer and yearbook designer. He
played on the Samurai basketball
team and has participated in numer-
ous SFVJACC events, including the
annual Pancake Breakfast and Obon.
He has been a volunteer for Day of
Remembrance at JANM and Tuna
Canyon Detention Station Coalition.
Kyle will be attending UC Santa Bar-
bara as a Promise Scholar and plans to
major in history and education.

Kai Sugahara Strahl, daughter
of Roy Sugahara and Sheri Strahl,
attends Valley Academy of Arts
and Sciences. Kai was a member of
the school’s Academic Decathlon
Team, which received a Regional
Silver Medal. Most recently, she was
awarded the Tuna Camp Detention
Station Marc Stirdivant Scholarship
for Justice. Kai has been an active
volunteer with the ALS Network. She
plans to major in sociology at CSU
Northridge.

Members of the SFVJACC selec-
tion committee are Chisato Kanagi,
Leslie Shirasawa, and Kyoko Nancy
Oda, in conjunction with May Wood,
JP deGuzman, Barbara Okita, Marcia
Mahoney, Mitzi Kushida and Linda
Tanaka of SFV JACL.

Every Memorial Day, the veter-
ans from the valley are remembered
with a solemn program. This year,
Vietnam veteran Ken Mui spoke
poignantly about his personal jour-
ney to the audience, which included

OBITUARY

Mitsuko Mickey Gotanda

A funeral service for the late Mit-
suko Mickey Gotanda, 91-year-old,
California-born, resident of Mon-
terey Park, who passed away on May
13,2024, will be held Saturday, June
22, 11 am. at Evergreen Cemetery
“Ivy Chapel,” 204 N. Evergreen Ave.
in Los Angeles.

Predeceased by her brother, Lio-
nel Gotanda; she is survived by her
brother, Tatsumi (Sachiko) Gotanda;
nieces and nephews, Dawn (Na-
thaniel) Rock, Dan Gotanda, Traci
(Scott) Davis, and Linsey (Kevin)
Gotanda Wachi; she is also survived
by many cousins, grandnieces and
grandnephews.

www.fukuimortuary.com
(213) 626-0441

Susie Shizuyo Nakatani

Susie Nakatani, 99-year-old Los
Angeles-born Nisei and resident of
Monterey Park, passed away peace-
fully on April 10, 2024. A private
burial service was held on May 14,
2024, at Rose Hills Memorial Park.

Predeceased by her husband,

John Saga

Electrical & Plumbing
Lic. #8502655 C10 C36
Specializing in:
Solar/Bath & Kitchen Remodel/
Electrical Panel Upgrade
Tank-less Water Heater-Re-Pipe-Repairs & More

310-377-2077

the scholarship students and their
families. It was a great lesson in his-
tory told in first person by someone
who looked just like them, and was
genuinely appreciated by all genera-
tions in attendance.

Okinawa

Continued from page 1

Japan, the Japanese Communist Party
and the Social Democratic Party,
while the Liberal Democratic Party
and its junior coalition partner in
national politics, the Komeito party,
are in the anti-Tamaki camp.

There were 75 candidates. Two se-
cured seats without a vote, leaving 73
competing for the remaining 46 seats.

Voter turnout was the lowest on
record at 45.62%, according to the
local election committee.

The southern island prefecture
was returned to Japan in 1972, 20
years after Japan regained sovereignty
following its defeat in World War II.

Many residents in Okinawa have
long hoped for the Futenma base to
be moved outside the prefecture,
which hosts the bulk of U.S. military
facilities in Japan. Anti-base senti-
ment runs deep due to noise, pol-
Iution and a number of high-profile
crimes committed by American
service members.

But the central government con-
tinues to stick to the plan, decided in
the 1990s, maintaining it is “the only
solution” for removing the dangers
posed by the Futenma base without
undermining the perceived deterrence
provided by the Japan-U.S. security
alliance.

Sam, she leaves behind son, Alan
(Catheryn Jackson); daughter, Karen
(Ricky Matsui); and grandsons,
Owen and Marshall Nakatani. She is
also survived by sisters-in-law, Judy
Nakatani and Tomi Nakatani, and
several nieces and nephews.

Sadako Tani

Sadako Tani, 99, a Carpinteria,
Calif.-born Nisei, passed away
peacefully at her residence in Mon-
terey Park on May 29, 2024. She
is survived by her sons, Robbie
(Roxanne) and Alvin Tani; daughter,
Linda (David) Okino; grandchildren,
Jordan and Kendall Tani, Darren and
Kristin Okino; other relatives, cous-
ins, nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by
her husband, Masao; and her son,
Michael.

A gathering of family and friends
will be held Monday, June 24, 1p.m.-
2:30p.m. at Fukui Mortuary Chapel,
707 E. Temple St., Los Angeles.

The family requests casual attire.

www.fukuimortuary.com
(213) 626-0441
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