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Serious Series Excitement
Fans near and far enjoy the Fall Classic.
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goya Mayor Takashi Kawamura of
the Conservative Party of Japan is
showered with water in Nagoya,
central Japan, on Oct. 27, after
winning a House of Representa-
tives seat in a general election.
Kawamura has traveled to Little
Tokyo a number of times for the
Nisei Week festival when he was
mayor.

NEW WORKERS: A growing num-
ber of major Japanese firms are
beginning to cater to the needs
of new recruits who are worried
about what roles they will be as-
signed to, for fear of losing talent.
The emerging trend is a pushback
against Japan'’s practice of leaving
new graduatesinthe dark about the
place of work, job responsibilities
and other details until they join their
new company. “Haizoku gacha,”
a phrase describing uncertainty
surrounding job assignments, has
become a buzzword in Japan, as
young people liken it to vending
machines for capsule toys known
as “gacha-pon” or “gacha-gacha”
that keep people guessing what is
inside a capsule until they get one.

UNRULY TOURISTS: A govern-
ment survey released Friday
showed that over 85% of respon-
dents are concerned that the
increase in foreign tourists visiting
Japanese national parks could lead
to more instances of bad manners
and rule-breaking. At 85.8%, the
top responseinthe multiple-choice
component of the Cabinet Office
survey prompted an Environment
Ministry official to say, “We will work
to promote awareness and mea-
sures for proper use” of national
parks. The survey, conducted at
a time when some areas of Japan
are grappling with rising traffic
congestion and overtourism, also
revealed positive sentiments, with
45.9% having “expectations for
economic results,” the second-
highest response.
memminsthenewsms

FILM PRODUCTION TAX
CREDITS: Gov. Gavin Newsom
has pitched a proposalto more than
double the tax credit the state offers
to producers of filmsand TV shows
that shoot in California. Appearing
with industry union leaders Sunday,
Los Angeles Mayor Karen Bass and
State Sen. Anthony Portantino (D-
Burbank) and Newsom announced
aplantoboostthe annualtax credit
fromits current $330 million to $750
million, which would represent the
largest amount offered by any state
except Georgia, which has no cap
on its credits. The plan, which still
needs approval by the Legislature,
could take effect as early as July

2025.
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DOLLAR UP: The dollar was higher
intrading Monday on the Tokyo
Foreign Exchange Market,
finishingat 153.32-34 yen,

up 1.37 yen from Friday’s

close.

They Have Noses for News
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The 2024 Trivia Bowl, hosted by the Los Angeles chapter of the Asian American Journalists Association,
was held Oct. 18 at the studios of ABC7 in Glendale. More than three dozen teams of local newspeople were
challenged on topics including current events, history, politics and pop culture. The top prize was captured
by a crew of young staffers from the Los Angeles Times — front from left: Mark Chervinsky, Jevon Phillips,
Angie Orellana Hernandez. Back: Ananya Thyagarajan, Defne Karabatur, Kelvin Kuo, Allison Hong, Queen

Wong, Seema Mehta and Nicole Vas.

Sth Annual Furbaby Lovefest Held in Gardena

The fifth annual Furbaby Love-
fest, a fundraiser for the nonprofit
Infinite Love Animal Rescue, was
held on the Gardena City Hall lawn
on Oct. 6.

This year’s “Superhero” theme
was celebrated with a furbaby cos-
tume contest, free and low-cost pet
care and wellness services, creative
workshops, dog yoga, pet adop-
tions, an art contest for kids, vendor
booths, as well as presentations to the
organization’s founder and executive
director, Kandace Kuwahara.

Kuwahara received certificates
of recognition from both the City of
Gardena and Assemblymember Al
Muratsuchi of the 66th District for
the many services she has offered
through her organization:

Over 1,000 dogs and kittens
have been rescued from the streets,
shelters and owner surrenders.

Infinite Love Animal Rescue also
provides necessary medical treatment
and socialization for rescue animals
towards successful adoptions. It
offers valuable resources for pet
owners and prospective adopters at
the annual Furbaby Lovefest and at

Furbaby Social events.

Kuwahara has also supported a
spectrum of community needs. She
delivered a donation of over 140
boxes of dog and cat food to the
City of Gardena’s Human Services
Department to provide assistance to
residents struggling to feed their pets
due to financial hardship or concerns
about going out during the COVID
health crisis; she has coordinated
blanket drives for five animal shelters
in L.A. County; and she has assisted
with over 50 trap-and-release (TNR)
cases for multiple cat communi-
ties, helping maintain public health
through humane efforts.

Last month, Kuwahara organized
donations of pet food and supplies
to help animals impacted by the
Crestline fire.

As a former professional humane
educator for SpcalL A, Kuwahara
has taught over 1,000 children “dog
safety, pet responsibility, and kind-
ness toward all animals” at local
elementary schools, City of Gardena
programs, Girl Scout troops, and
after-school programs.

During the Furbaby Lovefest,

Kuwahara honored the organization’s
“superheroes,” dedicated volun-
teers and supporters. Daryle Krier,
Courtney Gulick, Julie Nystrom and
Hubie Fuh were recognized “for their
outstanding dedication to the animals
and continued growth of Infinite
Love Animal Rescue”; Russ No-
mura and Yoshiko Oest sponsor the
Furbaby Lovefest Costume Contest
and make a donation to Infinite Love
with every property sold through
their real estate agency, Live South
Bay Local; and Dr. Ronaldo Joey
Vasquez, head veterinarian at North
Figueroa Animal Hospital in Los
Angeles, provides medical care for
Infinite Love’s rescue animals.

Infinite Love Animal Rescue has
expanded each year since 2017,
when Kuwahara founded the organi-
zation, inspired by her late dog Boo,
a Jack Russell/chihuahua mix res-
cued from the SpcalLA Hawthorne
shelter. “He taught me that love is
infinite and eternal, and I wanted to
honor that.”

For more information, visit www.
InfiniteLoveRescue.org or on Insta-
gram, go to @InfiniteLoveRescue.
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Kandace Kuwahara, founder and executive director of Infinite Love Animal Rescue, receives certificates of
recognition from the City of Gardena and Assemblymember Al Muratsuchi at the fifth annual Furbaby Lovefest
held in Gardena earlier this month. From left: Gardena Mayor Pro Tem Rodney Tanaka; Gardena Mayor
Tasha Cerda; Kuwahara, dressed for this year’s “Superhero’ theme; Erick Ponce-Furlos, field representative
for Muratsuchi; and Hubie Fuh, director of development and partnerships for Infinite Love Animal Rescue.

PM Ishiba Seeks Party Unity
After Crushing Defeat of
LDP in General Election

KYODO NEWS SERVICE

TOKYO — Prime Minister Shigeru
Ishiba, president of the ruling Liberal
Democratic Party, called for intra-
party unity on Monday in the wake
of a crushing defeat in the general
election that could make it difficult
for him to remain as leader of the
government.

The LDP’s election strategy chief
Shinjiro Koizumi resigned to take
responsibility after the LDP and its
junior coalition partner Komeito
party lost its majority Sunday in the
House of Representatives.

The LDP has begun talks on how
to sustain Ishiba’s government ahead
of a special parliamentary session to
elect the next premier. Opposition
parties have ruled out participating in
the current coalition Cabinet.

Meanwhile, the main opposition
Constitutional Democratic Party of
Japan, which increased its number of
lower house seats, is also exploring

ways to join hands with other forces,
aiming to bring about a change of
government.

The ruling coalition secured 215
of the 465 seats in the lower chamber,
a sharp drop from 288, falling short
of Ishiba’s goal to retain a majority.
A special Diet session must be held
within 30 days following the lower
house election under the Constitution.

Ishiba, who only took office on
Oct. 1, had initially considered con-
vening the special parliamentary ses-
sion on Nov. 7, but his government is
likely to revise the plan to allow more
time to try and form a majority for the
prime ministerial vote, sources close
to the matter said.

In another development, the lead-
ers of the two opposition parties,
which are traditionally supported by
Rengo, the Japanese Trade Union
Confederation, met with Tomoko
Yoshino, head of the country’s largest

Please see Unity, page 3
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Combined photo shows Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba (right)
and Yoshihiko Noda, the head of the main opposition Constitutional
Democratic Party of Japan, meeting the media in Tokyo on Oct. 27,

following a general election.

State Agency Investigating de Ledn
Re-election Campaign Donations

CITY NEWS SERVICE

The California Fair Political
Practices Commission has launched
an investigation into a nonprofit’s
donations to Los Angeles City Coun-
cilmember Kevin de Ledn’s re-
election campaign, according to a
Los Angeles Times report.

An anonymous written complaint
to the agency alleged the contribu-
tions from World Harvest Fam-
ily and Charity Services may have
violated a state law against ‘pay to
play’ schemes or so-called “money
laundering,” The Times said.

World Harvest has a $1.91 mil-
lion city contract, granted through
de Leodn’s office, to distribute food to
homebound seniors and low-income
families in the councilman’s district,
which includes Boyle Heights,
Downtown Los Angeles and parts of
Northeast Los Angeles.

On Friday, World Harvest was
among the organizations honored
by the Los Angeles City Council
for helping to reduce local food
insecurity.

The councilman has also appeared
at food giveaway events with World
Harvest representatives and is promi-
nently featured in its outreach efforts.

The November complaint alleges
de Ledn received $6,900 in contri-
butions from the wife and daughter
of World Harvest founder and CEO
Glen Curado and seven employees,
The Times reported.

The state commission sent a letter
to de Ledn and his re-election com-
mittee in November informing him
of the allegations and inviting him
to respond, The Times report said.

David Meraz, a campaign consul-
tant for de Leon, told the newspaper

Please see Donations, page 3

Relatives of Fallen LAPD Officers Condemn
Council Candidate’s Anti-Police Comment

CITY NEWS SERVICE

Relatives of fallen Los Angeles
Police Department officers Sunday
condemned the remarks of City
Council candidate Ysabel Jurado,
who was caught on tape saying “F--
the police” during a college forum.
The Los Angeles Police Protective
League, which organized Sunday’s
news conference, has demanded an
apology and urged Jurado to with-
draw from the Nov. 5 election against
incumbent Kevin de Ledn.

“I think an apology at this point
would be political, it wouldn’t be
genuine, because if she was genu-
inely apologetic it would have come
immediately after her remarks and it
hasn’t,” said Melissa Swailes, wife
of Officer David Swailes, who died
by suicide, according to the union.

“Still to this day from what I'm
aware, she has not apologized, so at
this point, it would be meaningless,”
Swailes said.

Jurado’s campaign did not im-

mediately respond to a request for
comment from City News Service.

In a statement issued to KTLA,
Jurado said, “I understand the pain
that families feel after the loss of a
loved one, and I have deep respect
for anyone who has lost someone in
the line of duty. We can honor the
memories of fallen officers while also
pushing for accountability and equity
in policing, and real investment in
our communities.

“What I’'m hearing from voters is
a desire for new leaders who will take
a fresh approach to public safety be-
cause what we’ve been doing clearly
isn’t working. That’s what we’re
focused on, and we won’t be deterred
by attempts to take us off course.”

Angela Mendoza, the girlfriend
of Officer Fernando Arroyos who
was shot and killed while the two
were looking at houses to buy, called
Jurado’s comments “a slap in the
face because he was murdered just

Please see Jurado, page 3
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Global Fans Filled With World Series Excitement

Ohtani is cleared for Game 3 after Yamamoto’s
pitching gem gives Dodgers 2-0 lead.

By MIKEY HIRANO CULROSS

RAFU SPORTS EDITOR

As The Rafu was being set up
for the printing presses on Monday,
that sigh of relief you heard echoing
through Los Angeles came after word
that Dodgers star Shohei Ohtani was
expected to play in Game 3 of the
World Series.

When the lineups were announced
for the third matchup in the best-of-
seven series, the star designated hitter
was in his customary leadoff spot as
the Dodgers were looking to extend
their 2-0 lead.

“Today feels better than yesterday,
and our assumption is tomorrow’s go-
ing to feel better than today,” Roberts
said at the Dodgers’ off-day workout
in New York on Sunday. “So with
that, that’s what I’'m banking on.”

The team and fans alike were hold-
ing their collective breath after Ohtani
left the field in pain at the end of the
seventh inning of Game 2 on Satur-
day. After sliding awkwardly into
second base, Ohtani remained on the
ground in obvious pain and could be
heard on television telling the trainer
that he had injured his left shoulder.

The injury was described as a
“slight left shoulder subluxation,”
a partial dislocation of the shoulder
joint.

After the Dodgers held on for a
4-2 victory on Saturday, Roberts said
he was initially encouraged by the
strength and range of motion Ohtani
was exhibiting with the shoulder.

By Sunday afternoon, Roberts
appeared more confident in Ohtani’s
fitness.

“If he is able to play, willing to
play, he’s going to play,” Roberts
said.

The Dodgers find themselves half-
way to a championship after Yoshino-
bu Yamamoto pitched into the seventh
inning on Saturday, allowing just one
hit—a solo home run by Juan Soto —in
a strong pitching performance in his
career World Series debut.

“I was trying to focus on facing
one hitter at a time, so I was able to
throw a strike when I wanted, and I
was concentrating on being able to
face the hitters one at a time,” said
Yamamoto, who had his longest out-
ing since June, when he was equally
effective against the Yankees.

The right-hander, whose first start
in the majors was a disaster against
the San Diego Padres in Seoul, has
been showing what the Dodgers were
banking on when they signed him to
the richest-ever contract for a start-
ing pitcher.

MIKEY HIRANO CULROSS / Rafu Shimpo
Math and science teacher Clayton
Nishimoto played hooky from his
class in Honolulu to attend the
game with Pauline Nishimoto.
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He earned his second win this
postseason, striking out four, walking
two, and saying the key to his success
Saturday was keeping calm and col-
lected on the mound.

With one out in the top of the
seventh, Roberts lifted Yamamoto,
who walked to the dugout to chants
of “Yoshi! Yoshi!” from the sellout
crowd at Dodger Stadium.

“I think the cheers from everyone
in the crowd made me perform better
than I would have otherwise,” he said.

The Dodgers took the lead on a
solo home run by Tommy Edman in
the second inning. After Soto tied the
game in the third, Teoscar Hernandez
and Freddie Freeman hit back-to-
back shots to give the Dodgers a lead
they would not relinquish.

“Yoshi was really, really good
today,” Edman said after the win.
“He was on the attack. Watching
from center field, it was fun to see
how much his stuff was moving.
Really did a good job keeping them
off balance and just did a great job of
pitching. That’s a good lineup, and
to give up only one hit over 6-1/3, it
was really impressive to watch. He’s
one of the best pitchers in the game.”

Edman, who was recovering from
a wrist injury and didn’t play in a
major league game until August af-
ter being traded to the Dodgers, was
asked about going from inactivity to
playing on baseball’s biggest stage.

“Yeah, it’s definitely everything I
could have imagined,” he said. “This
is what you work for as a baseball
player. You grind your whole life,
take thousands, if not hundreds of
thousands of swings of batting prac-
tice, just constantly working, work-
ing, working.”

This is the first meeting of the
storied franchises in the World Series
since 1981. Games 3,4 and 5 (if nec-
essary) are at Yankee Stadium begin-
ning Monday. If needed, Games 6 and
7 would be back at Dodger Stadium.
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While a marquee bi-coastal series
is a boon for the broadcast rightshold-
ers, the excitement has spread far be-
yond Hollywood and the Big Apple.

In Japan, watch parties have
sprung up across the country, in spite
of the 16-hour time difference from
Los Angeles. When the games begin
at around 5 p.m. here, it’s 9 a.m. in
Japan.

The early local start time has ap-
parently done little to dampen the
enthusiasm. Major League Baseball
announced Game 2 drew an all-time
record of 15.9 million viewers there,
the largest-ever TV audience for an
MLB playoff game in Japan.

That’s more than 10 percent of the
country’s entire population.

P o oS

Locally, gatherings included
showing the games at previously-
scheduled events. At the annual
Haunted Little Tokyo event on Sat-
urday, the game was projected on
large screens and walls above the
Halloween revelry.

And it’s not only Ohtani. Not just
one of the rosters including a player
of Asian heritage. Those who are
through two games making major
contributions include Asian players
at the top of the story.

Edman has been a revelation for
the Dodgers. Yamamoto is doing ex-
actly what was hoped by the Dodgers,
who are managed by the Okinawa-

Photo courtesy Little Tokyo Ghost Club

The annual Haunted Little Tokyo event had an added element of excitement on Saturday, with the World Series being projected above the celebration.

Kyodo News

Shohei Ohtani winces after being caught stealing second base in the
seventh inning of Game 2 of the World Series against the New York
Yankees at Dodger Stadium on Saturday. He was heard telling training

staff that he had hurt his shoulder.

born Roberts.

There have been several other
Nikkei players in the Fall Classic,
including Roberts — sort of.

Playing for the Red Sox in 2004,
it was his steal of second base in the
American League Championship
Series that ignited the rally that led
to Boston’s first World Series title in
decades. He was on the reserve roster
for the Sox in the championship but
did not play.

The distinction of being the first
Japanese player in a World Series be-
longs to Tsuyoshi Shinjo, who was an
outfielder for the San Francisco Gi-
ants, who lost to the Angels in 2002.

Yu Darvish is well-remembered
for his Game 7 meltdown with the
Dodgers in the scandal-tainted loss
to the Houston Astros in 2017.

The 2009 World Series was a
grand stage for Hideki Matsui, who
led the Yankees to a title over the
Philadelphia Phillies. “Godzilla”
batted .615 (8-for-13) with three

MIKEY HIRANO CULROSS / Rafu Shimpo

Utility man extraordinaire Tommy Edman continued his exceptional playoff performance on Saturday, scoring
the Dodgers’ first run on a second-inning solo homer.

home runs and eight RBI, including
a record-tying six RBIs in Game 6.

Others from Japan to appear in
a World Series include Norichika
Aoki (2017 Kansas City Royals), So
Taguchi (2006 St. Louis Cardinals),
Tadahito Iguchi (2005 Chicago White
Sox), Kazuo Matsui (2007 Colorado
Rockies), Akinori Iwamura (2008
Phillies) and Yoshi Tsutsugo (2020
Tampa Bay Rays).
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Of course, this year’s Series had
a stunner of an opening on Friday.

Precious few know the experience
of rounding the bases after hitting a
game-winning home run in the play-
offs or the World Series.

Rick Monday knows.

“You don’t feel the ground be-
neath you,” said Monday, whose
ninth-inning homer against Montreal
propelled the Dodgers into the 1981
World Series against the New York
Yankees. “It’s like running on a
cloud.”

The list of players who know the
feeling grew by one on Friday, as
Freddie Freeman rocketed a 10th-
inning grand slam to give L.A.a 6-3
victory in Game 1 of the 2024 World
Series ... against the Yankees.

It’s the first time in major league
history that a World Series game has
been won on a walk-off grand slam,
and it came in the first meeting of
these two legendary clubs in the Fall
Classic since Monday’s Dodgers
toppled New York for the champion-
ship 43 years ago.

Trailing 3-2 in the bottom of the
10th, the Dodgers had the man they
wanted at the plate. Having already
delivered a double and a scored a run
in his first World Series appearance,
Ohtani came to the plate with two
runners on base and one out.

Shohei Ohtani’s foul-out in the
10th nonetheless advanced two run-
ners on base, prompting the Yankees
to walk Mookie Betts and set the
stage for Freeman’s heroics.

The Japanese star took a mighty
swing, but only managed to loft a slic-
ing foul ball toward the seats down
the third-base line. Yankees outfielder
Alex Verdugo made a sprawling, tum-
bling catch that recorded an out but
also sent him into the stands. Having
left the field of play with the ball, both
runners were allowed to advance to
second and third.

With the Dodgers down to their
last out, Betts, whose earlier sacrifice
fly to center had tied the game at 2-2,
was intentionally walked to get to

Freeman. It was a sensible calculation
for the Yankees; they had lefty Nestor
Cortes on the mound to counter the
left-hand-hitting Freeman, who for
the last month has been hobbled by a
nagging ankle sprain.

Freeman gave full credit to his
father, Fred, for starting him on the
path to Friday’s magical moment.

Freeman wasted no time launch-
ing himself into Dodgers postseason
lore. He jumped on the first pitch
from Cortes, a low line-drive shot that
cut through the cool, light October
mist into a sea of delirious Dodger
faithful in the right-field pavilion.

It bore more than just a passing re-
semblance to Kirk Gibson’s “miracle”
home run in Game 1 of the 1988
World Series. On the Friday broad-
cast, announcer Joe Davis borrowed
the immortal line from Vin Scully on
that occasion: “She is ... gone!” Davis
added, “Gibby, meet Freddie.”

“It’s arguably one of the ... great-
est baseball moments I’ve ever
witnessed, and I’ve witnessed some
great ones,” said Roberts following
the breathtaking win. “As the inning
started, you’re just trying to think
about getting Shohei to the plate.
Once they decided to walk Mookie,
I just felt good with Freddie at the
plate. And just that swing, you knew
it was gone.”

Freeman did his best to describe
the surreal experience after the game.

“Those are the kind of things,
when you’re five years old with your
two older brothers and you’re playing
Wiffle ball in the backyard,” he said.
“Those are the scenarios you dream
about — two outs, bases loaded in a
World Series game. For it to actually
happen and get a home run and walk
it off to give us a 1-0 lead, that’s as
good as it gets right there.”

Shortly after rounding the bases,
Freeman ran to the seats where his fa-
ther, Fred, was seated, trying his best
to give a hug through the protective
netting behind home plate.

“It was kind of spur of the mo-
ment. I saw him hugging a lot of peo-
ple back there,” Freeman explained,
appearing to hold in emotions at one
point. “So all the batting practice, all
the relentless hours we spent together
on a baseball field, we still do it in the
off-seasons together. He still throws
me batting practice.

“I just wanted to share that with
him because he’s been there. He’s
been through a lot in his life too, and
just to have a moment like that, I just
wanted to be a part of that with him
in that moment. That’s mostly his
moment because if he didn’t throw
me batting practice, if he didn’t love

Kyodo News

Yoshinobu Yamamoto reacts after
striking out Anthony Rizzo in the
fourth inning of Game 2.

the game of baseball, I wouldn’t be
here playing this game. So that’s Fred
Freeman’s moment right there.”

After languishing for six losing
seasons with the Angels, Ohtani has
openly shown his excitement at hav-
ing the opportunity to play in the post-
season. His first game in the World
Series was certainly one for the ages.

“We managed to get the best way
to win a game in the opener, thanks to
a great home run,” Ohtani said. “Both
starters began the game wonderfully
and it was a good win for us, pitch-
ers included. We hope to keep this
momentum and play a good game
again tomorrow.”

Edman, fresh off his MVP per-
formance in the National League
Championship Series, had two hits,
including a double, and scored a run.
He was still in shock well after the
win on Friday.

“That was incredible,” Edman
said, shaking his head. “T still can’t
believe it.”

[N A
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The Gonzalez cousins of Azusa
— from left, Jeremy, Jacob and
Marcus — joined the sellout
crowd in a moment of silence for
late Dodger pitcher Fernando
Valenzuela before Game 1.

A,
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Magic moments for young fans as Yankees slugger Aaron Judge signs
autographs ahead of Game 2 on Saturday.
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pliance with federal equal employ-
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CARE SERVICES

Holly Services

provides excellent
caregiving services to
Los Angeles, OC, SD,

HI, and Japan.

From 4 to 24 hours

Rates start at $29/hr

Call 626-333-6767
All the staff employed
Bonded & business/

workers’ comp insured

License #194700619

Hope
International
Homecare, Inc.

Japanese bilingual care-
givers can cook, clean,
provide personal care with
all your home care needs.

- Part time to 24 hr care
- Companion care to
Hospice Care

We cover WLA, East L.A.,
Monterey Park, Orange
County, San Fernando Valley,
San Bernardino and Long
Beach.

(310) 782-7979

www.hi-homecare.com

JAPANESE HOME CARE

Japanese Caregivers available
to cook, clean, drive, etc. We
specialize in home exercise for
Parkinson’s Disease, Stroke &
more. Doctor of Physical Therapy
on staff.

CARE SERVICES
BEST CARE
CONNECTIONS
IN-HOME CARE
SERVICES

JAPANESE CAREGIVER
SERVICES

infoebcc-la.com
www.bcc-la.com

CALIFORNIA STATE LICENSE:
HCO#194700410

1-888-610-1160

(ENGLISH/JAPANESE)

KAZOKU HOME
KI&R—

We’re a newly opened
Residential Care Facility for
elderly in Los Angeles area.

Please contact us if you're
looking for places for your
loved ones.

We also have afacility in Kyoto
Japan if you’re interested.

www.kazokuhomela.com

424-237-4914

ABC ROOFING-Since 1979. Free
estimate, reasonable price. Guar-
antee. Lic #425672 (213) 380-9073

Japanese Tree Trimming

Over 25 years experience
pruning matsu, juniper, maple,
kaki while dormant, and other
artistic trees. Serving all of
Southern California. Cal State
Long Beach grad.

TAKASHI TASH KUSHI
(714) 821-4808

Leave message anytime or call
after 6 p.m. Japanese is OK

TLC Renovation, Inc.
Carpentry, plumbing, electrical
& much more. Big or small jobs

LITTLE TOKYO VILLA
Condo for Lease, 1 bedroom
1 bath, Parking, No Pets
$2250/mo.

Call Robert (323) 445-5959

LEGAL NOTICE

LOS ANGELES COUNTY
METROPOLITAN
TRANSPORTATION
AUTHORITY (LACMTA)

REQUEST FOR
PROPOSAL

LACMTA will receive Proposals
for AE127280 - Eastside Transit
Corridor Phase 2 -PMSSCat the
9th Floor Receptionist Desk,
Vendor/Contract Management
Department, One Gateway Plaza,
Los Angeles, CA 90012.

A Pre-Proposal conference will be
held on Wednesday, November 6,
2024, 10:00 a.m., at One Gateway
Plaza, Los Angeles, CA 90012,
Virtual Meeting: Online. All
Proposals must be submitted
to LACMTA, and be filed at the
reception desk, 9th floor, V/CM
Department, on or before 2:00
p.m. Pacific Time on Friday,
December 27, 2024. Proposals
received after the above date and
time may be rejected and returned
unopened. Each proposal must be
sealed and marked Proposal No.
AE127280.

For a copy of the Proposal/Bid
specification visit our Solicitation
Page on our Vendor Portal at
https://business.metro.net or for
further information email Laura
Barrera at barreral@metro.net.

10/29/24
CNS-3865593#
RAFU SHIMPO

WE PUBLISH LEGAL NOTICES

(213) 629-2231

CARELIFE (310) 373-6030
www.carelifeinc.com
Bonded & Insured

welcomed. 25 years experience.

Licensed General
Contractor #538475
Bob Tanabe (818) 352-2233

HAVE A NICE DAY!

EDE vent Calenidas

We welcome submissions to our
Events Calendar. Email information
to gwen@rafu.com.

OCT 29 — Little Tokyo Com-
munity Blood Drive, 9 am-3 pm at
Terasaki Budokan, 249 S Los Ange-
les St, Los Angeles. Visit RedCross-
Blood.org and enter LittleTokyoLA
to schedule an appointment.

OCT 29-30 — 35th anniversary
screening of Hayao Miyazaki’s “Ki-
ki’s Delivery Service” at selected the-
aters. Oct 29 (dubbed), 7 pm; Oct 30
(subtitled), 7 pm. Theater locations
and tickets: www.fathomevents.com/
events/kikis-delivery-service-35th-
anniversary-studio-ghibli-fest-2024/

OCT 29-NOV 10 — “Kaiju Show
2024: A Mega-Monster Art Exhibi-
tion” at Giant Robot Store, 2015
Sawtelle Blvd, West Los Angeles.
Closed Mondays; open 12-6 pm all
other days. Info: (310) 478-1819,
giantrobot.com

OCT 29-DEC 14 — “Ganbare!
Japanese Athletes on the World
Stage,” photo exhibition by Mark
Edward Harris at Japan Foundation
Los Angeles, 5700 Wilshire Blvd,
Suite 100, Los Angeles. Hours: Mon-
Sat, 12-6 pm; closed Sundays and
holidays (Nov 11, 28, 29, 30). Info:
www jflalc.org

OCT 30 — “Art That Horrifies,” 7
pm at Japan Foundation Los Angeles,
5700 Wilshire Blvd, Suite 100, Los
Angeles. Michael VanHartingsveldt
will guide participants through
some of the macabre imagery born
out of Japanese imagination. Part
of “Conversations on Japanese Art”
series. Participant discretion advised.
Free but registration required. Info/
RSVP: www jflalc.org/event-details.
php/204/conversations-on-japanese-
art-5-art-that-horrifies

OCT 31 — Ondo for Exercise,
7:30 pm at Long Beach Buddhist
Church, 2360 Santa Fe Ave, Long
Beach. Meets every Thursday.
Venue info: www.longbeachbud-
dhistchurch.com

NOV 1 — Screening of “Carving
the Divine: Buddhist Sculptors of
Japan,” 12-2:30 pm at Rosen Family
Screening Room, Ronald Tutor Cam-
pus Center, 3607 Trousdale Pkwy,
Los Angeles. A documentary that
offers a rare look into a 1,400-year-
old Buddhist woodcarving tradition
and the practitioners struggling to
preserve its legacy in a rapidly chang-
ing Japan. Q&A with director Yujiro
Seki. Presented by USC’s Shinso Ito
Center for Japanese Religions and
Culture. Info/registration: https://
calendar.usc.edu/event/carving-the-
divine-film-screening-and-qa-with-
director-yujiro-seki

NOV 1 — “Music Interior: Japa-

nese Ambient & Experimental,” a
listening party, 7-10 pm at Toshizo
Watanabe Culinary Cultural Center
and James Irvine Japanese Garden,
Japanese American Cultural & Com-
munity Center, 244 S San Pedro St,
Little Tokyo. Listen to Japanese
ambient, new age, and experimental
music from Music Interior, Haruomi
Hosono, Toshifumi Hinata, Hiroshi
Yoshimura, and more. Drink Japa-
nese whiskey in a private Japanese
garden. $12 + ticket fee. Info/tickets:
https://jaccc.org/events/music-interi-
or-japanese-ambient-experimental/

NOV 1 — “Godzilla Minus One”
(2023) will be re-released to cel-
ebrate the franchise’s 70th anni-
versary. Locations, showtimes and
tickets: www.amctheatres.com/
movies/godzilla-minus-one-godzilla-
70th-anniversary-re-release-78457

NOV 1-17 — “A Film Series for
You: Celebrating Giant Robot’s 30th
Anniversary” at Bill Wilder Theatre,
10899 Wilshire Blvd, Los Angeles
(located inside Hammer Museum).
The series highlights mostly Japa-
nese and Japanese American film-
makers, including Jon Moritsugu
and Gregg Araki, and is co-curated
by Giant Robot founder Eric Naka-
mura. Nov 1: “Giant Robot: Asian
Pop Culture and Beyond,” “Chung-
king Express” at 7:30 pm. Nov 2:
“Terminal USA,” “Mysterious Skin”
at 7:30 pm. Nov 7: “All About Lily
Chou-Chou” at 7:30 pm. Nov 8:
“Tekkonkinkreet” at 7:30 pm. Nov
10: “Giant Robots! Johnny Sokko,
Voyage Into Space and Gigantor” at
7 pm.Nov 16: “Gamera: The Guard-
ian of the Universe” at 7:30 pm.
Nov 17: “One Nite in Mongkok™ at
7 pm. Info: https://cinema.ucla.edu/
events/2024/celebrating-giant-robot

NOV 2 — “The Manzanar Fishing
Club” at Manzanar National Historic
Site, 5001 Hwy 295, Independence.
29-minute preview of film and Q&A,
12 pm at West Theater. At 1 pm join
director Cory Shiozaki and 2nd unit
director of photography Michael
Nakamura for guided driving and
walking tour to key sites in Man-
zanar’s fishing history. Bring water
and snacks and wear sturdy shoes,
hat, sunglasses and sunscreen. Free.
Info: (760) 878-2194, ext 3310,
WWw.nps.gov/manz

NOYV 2 — Godzilla Invades Little
Tokyo, 12-6 pm at Aratani Theatre,
244 S San Pedro St, Little Tokyo.
Double feature: “Godzilla” (1954)
and “Godzilla Minus One” (2023).
Presented by JACCC and Anime
Jungle. Ticket 1 (“Godzilla” only,
Q&A not included), $10 (plus $1
fee). Ticket 2 (double feature, pre-
screening Q&A), $20 ($2 fee). Info:
https://jaccc.org/events/godzilla-
invades-little-tokyo/

NOV 2 — Japanese Food Expo
in LA 2024, 1-9 pm at Loews Hol-
lywood Hotel, 1755 N Highland Ave,
Hollywood. Presented by Japan Food-
Culture Assn. Slot 1: 1-4 pm. Slot 2:
6-9 pm. Representatives from Japan’s
diverse prefectures will be showcas-
ing gourmet dishes crafted with tradi-
tional techniques and artistry. All your
favorite Japanese food brands will be
back, serving up the flavors you love.
$30-$87.21. Info/tickets: https:/jfe.
japanfoodculture.org/

NOV 2 — Japanese tea ceremony
demonstration, 2:30-3:30 pm at
Gardena Valley Japanese Cultural
Institute, 1964 W 162nd St, Gardena.
Workshop led by Kenji Mayeda, a
student of tea at MOA Museum in
Japan with over 10 years of experi-
ence. Participants will observe temae
or the procedure of making tea.
Wagashi (Japanese sweets) will also
be served. Limited to 30 participants.
$15.Info: (310) 324-6611, www.jci-
gardena.org

NOV 2 — Book launch for
“Letters to Home: Art & Writing by
LGBTQ+ Nikkei and Allies,” 2-4:30
pm at Japanese American National
Museum, 100 N Central Ave, Little
Tokyo. Presented by Okaeri. RSVP:
www.janm.org/events/2024-11-02/
janm-book-club-letters-home-okaeri

NOV 2 — World Uchinaanchu/
Okinawan Day Mini Film Festival.
4-6 pm at OAA (Okinawa Associa-
tion of America) Center’s Yamauchi
Bldg, 16500 S Western Ave, Gar-
dena. Short documentaries, music
videos, and more by Ryukyuan art-
ists in Argentina, Brazil, Canada,
Peru, and the US including Hawaii.
On-site parking available behind
the buildings off 165th Pl. Films
will also be shown online via Zoom.
RSVP: (310) 532-1929, tinyurl.com/
oaa-wud-24

NOV 2 — Opening reception
for Wakana Kimura’s exhibition
“Journey to the West, Alien of Ex-
traordinary Ability,” 4-6:30 pm at
Patricia Sweetow Gallery, 1700 S
Santa Fe Ave, #351, Los Angeles.
Runs through Dec 14. Gallery hours:
Tues-Sat, 11 am-6 pm. Info: (213)
265-7471, patriciasweetowgallery.
com. Artist website: www.wakana-
kimura.com

NOV 2 — Los Angeles-Nagoya
Sister City Affiliation (LANSCA)
and Port of Los Angeles to celebrate
65th anniversary of sister-city and
sister-port relationship between LA
and Nagoya with VIP reception and
dinner at Fairmont Century Plaza
Hotel, 2025 Avenue of the Stars,
Los Angeles. Registration opens
5:30 pm, reception in Constellation
Foyer 6 pm, dinner in Constellation
Ballroom 7 pm. $350 per person,
$5.,000 for table of 8. Dinner attire, tie
optional. Tickets: www.tickettailor.
com/events/losangelesnagoyasister-
cityevent

- Stay At Home -
Get Money For

Home Care!

9

/h

In-Home
Supportive-Services

Judd Matsunaga's
ELDER LAW SERVICES OF CALIFORNIA
A Professional Law Corporation

Call Today
(310)348-2995

Judd Matsunaga @E Q

Attorney at Law BER
elderlawcalifornia.com gEEg

COmpIete Fishing Tackle

1402 Lincoln Ave. Pasadena CA 91103

John Saga

Electrical & Plumbing
Lic. #B502655 C10 C36
Specializing in:
Solar/Bath & Kitchen Remodel/
Electrical Panel Upgrade
Tank-less Water Heater-Re-Pipe-Repairs & More

310-377-2077

OYAMA PLUMBING

PAUL MIDDO
LICENSE # 758457
(323) 313-5392

RESIDENTIAL REPAIRS-REMODELING-REPIPING
INSURED

Karl Kim, crpe, crTP
Retirement Planning Advisors, Inc.
Retirement Income, Estate Planning,
Tax Planning, Investments

www.RetirementPlanningAdvisors.com

714-994-0599

Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through
Brokers International Financial Services, LLC. Member SIPC. Brokers
International Financial Services, LLC is not an affiliated company.
Karl Kim, Investment Advisor Representative.

CA Insurance License #0810324

Sharing. Community. Legacy.
kubotamortuary.com

Serving the community
over 70 years.
911 Venice Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 90015

T:213-749-1449
F:213-749-0265

FD-929

0; UTTLE ralr

213 625 n22
BUNKADOONLINE.COM

YAMAGUCHI
TERMITE CONTROL
SERVICE

INSPECTION and ESTIMATES
TERMITE REPORTS and ESCROW

(323) 663-1161

STATE LICENSE NO. 6377

LIFE'S JOURNEY DOES NOT

Green Hills Mortuary helps families honor life .
through celebration and remembrance.

* Serving families of all faiths, with
special requests, and budgetfs
e Free advanced funeral plonnlng

GREEN HILLS MORTUARY

and memorial chapel, inc.

Lic.# FD1175; CA Insurance # 0737077

eric akutagawa

a name you know and trust

Ask Me About
Compass Concierge!

\wé 31089011118

REALTOR® | DRE 01423357

" COMPASS

(N ()11
iw'Shimpo

ivered! Call:

213-629-2231

FULL SERVICE

HOME CARE

JAPANESE CAREGIVERS

[213) 725-227%
VOAWIPACECARELACOM
CALIFORNIA LICEMSE &: 194700134

FD #3808

FUKUI
IS

UNDERSTANDING

> S—

SINCE 1918

FUKUI MORTUARY
707 E. Temple Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012

213-626-0441

FEMA’s Temporary Housing for Wildfire Survivors Extended

HONOLULU — At the request of the
State of Hawaii, the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency (FEMA)
has approved a one-year extension
of the Individuals and Households
Program (IHP), including financial
assistance and direct temporary
housing assistance for survivors of
the Maui wildfires.

The 18-month initial period of
assistance for FEMA THP was set to
end Feb.10, 2025 but has now been
extended to Feb. 10, 2026.

“I thank FEMA for its flexibil-
ity and attention to helping Lahaina
recover and rebuild, guided by the
voices and values of the people of
Maui,” said Sen. Mazie Hirono (D-
Hawaii).

Under the Robert T. Stafford
Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act, FEMA may extend the
period of assistance due to extraordi-
nary circumstances. Last year’s wild-
fires caused unprecedented damage
to Lahaina and impacted numerous
households, businesses, communities
and the infrastructure on Maui.

FEMA is working closely with the
state, local officials and volunteers to
help survivors in temporary housing
find permanent solutions. Disaster
case managers are also providing
personalized assistance.

FEMA approved the direct lease
as a form of direct temporary hous-
ing assistance in September 2023
and currently has 1,194 households
occupying FEMA-provided units.

During the extended period,
survivors who continue to live in a
FEMA -provided temporary housing
unit are generally expected to work
on their permanent housing plan and
start paying rent, depending on their
financial ability. The rent amount
would be based on the U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment (HUD) fair market rent.

FEMA will send occupants an
advance notice of the rent require-
ment.

Occupants who provide documen-
tation of their post-disaster income
that meets or is below HUD’s very
low-income limit will qualify for

Jurado

Continued from page 1

because of who he was, what he did,
which was to be an LAPD officer.
They are humans and the anti-police
rhetoric needs to stop.”

During an Oct. 17 meeting with
students at Cal State Los Angeles, a
man who identified himself as a 14th
District resident asked Jurado for her
thoughts on police spending. Jurado
responded with the “F-- the police”
lyric from a 1988 protest song by
the defunct Compton hip-hop group
N.WA.

“As someone who is myself
pro-abolishment of police, where
do you stand on that spectrum and
what do you think about Kevin de
Ledn’s discretionary fund spending
on overtime for police,” the student
can be heard asking before Jurado’s
response: “What'’s the rap verse? ‘F-
-- the police,” that’s how I see ‘em.”

CBS?2 later reported that the man
works for de Leén, Jurado’s op-
ponent, but is also a student at Cal
State LA.

Jurado later defended her

comments, saying she quoted a lyric
from a song that’s been “part of a
larger conversation on system[ic]
injustice and police accountability
for decades” and that she is commit-
ted to public safety.

De Le6n called the comment
“simply disrespectful.”

Jurado, a tenant rights attorney,
finished first in the March primary
to represent the district that stretches
from Boyle Heights to downtown
Los Angeles.

Last week the union, which rep-
resents the LAPD’s rank-and-file,
released a digital ad urging 14th
District voters to not support Jurado
and launched a website, Jurado-
PolicePlan.com, which they say is
intended to expose her “attack on
local police officers.”

Douglas Emmett Management
and the LAPPL spent $100,000 for
the ad, according to the website.

Meanwhile, a group of 14th
District residents organized an ear-
lier news conference to also call on
Jurado to apologize and drop out of
the race.

Donations

Continued from page 1

his client has not done anything
wrong regarding the contributions.

“Our campaign has always been
transparent and in full compliance
with the law regarding donations,”
Meraz said.

Curado told The Times that the
investigation was “stupid” and that
no one from the state agency had
reached out to him.

“Money laundering — are you
kidding?” Curado said. “We like [de
Ledn], and the people gave him some
money.”

The councilman, who was elect-
ed to the City Council in 2020,
is seeking a second term in the
Nov. 5 general election against chal-
lenger Ysabel Jurado, a tenant rights
attorney who placed first in the
March primary.

fully reduced rent of $50 per month
without having to appeal and submit
documentation of pre- or post-disas-
ter housing costs.

Occupants with household in-
comes above the HUD very low-in-
come limit will only have to provide
documentation of post-disaster hous-
ing costs for FEMA to evaluate the
amount of rent to be charged based
on their financial ability.

FEMA will conduct outreach to
assist occupants of temporary hous-
ing units with the documentation
necessary to evaluate their ability
to pay. This effort is designed to
reduce the need for occupants to
appeal the rent amount determined
by FEMA.

For the latest information on the
Maui wildfire recovery efforts, visit
mauicounty.gov, mauirecovers.org,
fema.gov/disaster/4724 and Hawaii
Wildfires-YouTube. Follow FEMA
on social media: @FEMARegion9
and facebook.com/fema.

Unity
Continued from page 1

labor union, a day after the general
election.

CDPJ leader Yoshihiko Noda, a
former prime minister who became
the party’s leader in late September,
said he will hold “sincere” discus-
sions with other opposition parties in
the run-up to the special Diet session.

Yuichiro Tamaki, leader of the
Democratic Party for the People,
initially assured Yoshino that his
political group will not join the LDP-
Komeito coalition. His party and the
CDPJ are both offshoots of the now-
defunct Democratic Party of Japan.

After the talks, however, Tamaki
told reporters that his party is open to
policy coordination discussions with
other parties, including the LDP and
the CDPJ, adding that he plans to
vote for himself in the session rather
than for Noda.

OBITUARIES

Midori Nakatani

A funeral service for Midori
Nakatani, 93-year-old, Pacoima,
Calif.-born Nisei who passed away
on October 18, 2024, in San Clem-
ente, Calif., will be held on Wednes-
day, November 6, 2024, 10 a.m. at
Zenshuji Soto Mission, 123 S. Hewitt
St., Los Angeles.

She is survived by her daughters,
Hitomi (Darrell Smith) and Misao
Nakatani; grandchildren, Mina and
Koji Nakatani; siblings, Kimi (Kay)
Obana and Takeshi (Judy) Matsu-
moto; also survived by many nieces,
nephews and other relatives.

www.kubotamortuary.com
(213) 749-1449
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