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A Place Among the Immortals
Ichiro Suzuki enters Baseball Hall of Fame.
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BOX OFFICE SMASH: The latest
animated film adaptation of the
popular manga “Demon Slayer”
surpassed 10 billion yen ($67.7
million) at the Japanese box office
in eight days, setting a domestic
record, its distributor said July 28.
The latest film, “Demon Slayer:
Kimetsu no Yaiba Infinity Castle
— Part 1: Akaza Returns,” sold
more than 9.10 million tickets and
earned 12.87 billion yen in box of-
fice revenue in the 10 days since
its release on July 18 (pictured),
Aniplex Inc. said. The fiim had
already set a record by earning
5.52 billion yen in its first three
days, eclipsing the 4.62 billion yen
recorded by the previous Demon
Slayer film released in 2020. The
manga, serialized in Weekly Shonen
Jump from 2016 to 2020, tells the
story of Tanjiro Kamado, an ado-
lescent boy who battles human-
eating demons while searching
for a cure for his sister, who has
turned into one.

NUCLEAR SCENARIO: The
“Japanese Self-Defense Forces
strongly urged the U.S. military
during a joint command post exer-
cise last year to mirror any nuclear
threat made by China with one ofits
own, government sources said July
27. The U.S. ultimately complied
with the request in the simulation
exercisethat envisioned a potential
invasion of Taiwan by Beijing, rais-
ing concerns that Japan’s push to
invoke nuclear deterrence could
exacerbate tensions between the
U.S. and China. The request, the
first of its kind in a Japan-U.S. joint
exercise, was based on Japan’s
policy of reliance on the U.S.
nuclear umbrella for protection,
suggesting that both Japanese
government and SDF officials see
Chinese nuclear saber-rattling as
a real possibility in the event of a
Taiwan contingency.
mmmminsthernews s

DOWNTOWN PROTEST: Activists
protesting the Trump Administra-
tion’songoing crackdown onillegal
immigration demonstrated for a
fourth day near the Metropolitan
Detention Center in Downtown
Los Angeles, but it was unclear
whether there were any new arrests
or clashes with police. Video from
the scene July 26 showed pro-
testers marching along Alameda
Street between First Street and
Aliso and Commercial streets and
later heading to the First Street
Bridge and into Boyle Heights. The
March for Humanity, organized by
RefuseFacism.org, began at La
Placita Olvera, moved past the
detention center and into Boyle
Heights before ending at Hol-
lenbeck Park. The group said the
march was held to protest “our
immigrant brothers and sisters ...
being hunted, disappeared into
detention camps and terrorized by
alawless and grotesque federalized
military force loyal only to Trump’s
MAGA fascist regime.” In an email
to City News Service on July 27,
White House spokeswoman Abigail
Jacksonsaid, “The Trump Adminis-
tration is committed to keeping the
promises President Trump made
to the American people: enforcing
federal immigration laws and de-
porting criminal illegal aliens. The
opinion of an organization founded
by self-proclaimed communists is
irrelevant.”
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From left: Maximus Almeida, M

ASCA host ambassador; Tamaki

ador;

Michael Okamura, MASCA past president; Sayu Furukawa, ACA student ambassador; Miya Espinoza,

MASCA host ambassador.

Ashiya Cosmopolitan Association
Student Ambassadors to Depart Montebello

The Montebello-Ashiya Sister City Association
(MASCA) will soon bid farewell to the two 2025 Ashiya
Cosmopolitan Association Student Ambassadors from
Ashiya City, Hyogo Prefecture, Sayu Furukawa and
Tamaki Konishi, who will have spent three weeks with

host families in Montebello.

On Aug. 6, the two 2025 MASCA Student Ambas-
sadors, Andrew Franco and Anthony Ramirez, will be
returning to Montebello after their three-week stay with

host families in Ashiya.

The Sayonara Luncheon for Sayu and Tamaki will be
held at the Quiet Cannon (Skyview Room), 901 Via San
Clemente, Montebello, on Sunday, Aug. 9. from 12 to 3
p.m. The event is open to the public and tickets are $45
each or $450 for a table of 10. For information about
the event, contact Emma Delgado, MASCA president,
at (562) 477-0260 or emmadelgado0219@gmail.com or
Carlos Haro at (323) 722-1383 or carlosmanuelharo@

yahoo.com

In 1961, Montebello and Ashiya signed an inter-
national agreement as part of the “People-to-People
Student Ambassador Program” initiated by President
Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1956. Their respective sister-
city organizations created the Student Ambassador
Program in 1964 and have been exchanging two high
school or college students nearly every summer. MASCA
is a nonprofit community organization and donations

are welcome.

ambassadors.
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Sayu Furukawa and Tamaki Konishi, ACA student
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The completed guard tower.

Eagle Project Creates Guard Tower
to Support WWII Camp Wall

Aston Nagahashi, a dedicated his-
tory buff and Boy Scout from Troop
719 in Torrance, found a meaningful
way to merge his passion for history
with his pursuit for the rank of Eagle
Scout.

During the 2024 Nisei Week
Parade, Aston helped carry banners
for the nonprofit organization WWII
Camp Wall (WWIICW). Inspired by
the experience and the organization’s
mission to preserve the memory of
Japanese American incarceration
during World War II, Aston decided
that his Eagle project would support
WWIICW directly.

In collaboration with his advisors,
Toby Hiromoto and Mark Petty, and
nonprofit president Nancy Hayata,
they happened upon the concept of
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Project advisor Toby Hiromoto, Aston Nagahashi and project advisor
Mark Petty.

a portable camp guard tower that
could be easily assembled, disas-
sembled, and stored. Aston spent
hours on plans of a guard tower that
utilized the Manzanar guard tower as
a model, but later revised his design
to reflect the Tule Lake guard tower,
which features a more compact
structure that would be less likely
to tip over.

After hours of planning and fun-
draising, on July 5, scouts, parents,
alumni and friends gathered to help
Aston with his project. Aston over-
saw the project as fellow scouts, and
Girl Scouts from Troop 310G (sister
troop of 719) of Faith United Meth-
odist Church joined in.

The tougher manpower was han-
dled by fathers and alumni who
came to help out. And of course, the
mothers had a fantastic spread of
food for lunch. It was a fabulous day
exemplifying the sense of “commu-
nity” as generations came together to
help this aspiring Eagle Scout attain
his goal.

“It’s so heartwarming to see that
the mission of the WWII Camp Wall
Monument is inspiring our youth to
recognize this time in the history
of the Japanese in America.” states
Hayata.

The guard tower will be part of the
WWII Camp Wall contingent in the
Nisei Week Parade on Sunday, Aug.
10, in Little Tokyo.

The Greater Los Angeles com-
munity now has a portable guard
tower, so often the symbol of the
incarceration experience. The WWI-
ICW is proud to be the beneficiary
of such a landmark prototype of
camp history.

The George and Sakaye Aratani
CARE Award and UCLA’s Asian
American Studies Center co-spon-
sored the WWIICW project.

AUHSD Board of Trustees
Congratulates Superintendent
Matsuda on Retirement

The Anaheim Union High School
District (AUHSD) Board of Trust-
ees congratulates Superintendent
Michael Matsuda on the announce-
ment of his retirement.

Matsuda’s 11-year tenure has been
a defining era of innovation, student
empowerment, and

Ron Hoshi. “From reimagining men-
torship and career education to cham-
pioning deeper learning, he chal-
lenged traditional systems and built
a culture that values purpose-driven
learning. His leadership has not
only shaped innovative frameworks
and partnerships, but

national recognition
for public education
transformation.
“Superintendent
Matsuda’s legacy is
one of courage, vi-
sion, and relentless
dedication to equi-
ty, innovation, and
student voice,” said
Board President Brian
O’Neal. “His lead-
ership has not only

also empowered gen-
erations of AUHSD
students to find their
voice and equip them
with 21st-century
skills to change the
world.”

Matsuda’s tenure
was marked by an
unwavering focus on
student/teacher agen-
cy and deeper learn-
ing — exemplified by

reshaped AUHSD but
has served as a nation-
al model for the future

Michael Matsuda

thousands of student-
led performance tasks
and capstones that

of public education.”

Under Matsuda’s leadership,
AUHSD became the first California
Democracy School District, secured
over $26 million in community
school funding (the most proportion-
ally in the state), and empowered stu-
dents through groundbreaking pro-
grams such as the Career Prepared-
ness Systems Framework (CPSF),
Anaheim’s Innovative Mentoring
Experience (AIME), the Magnolia
Agriscience Community Center,
and innovative career pathways in
artificial intelligence, cybersecurity,
biotech, and game design.

“Superintendent Matsuda’s legacy
is defined by his bold belief in the
power of student voice,” said Trustee

redefined traditional
measures of success. His partner-
ships with higher education and
industry — including with Google,
UCI, Cal State Fullerton, and USC —
expanded dual enrollment, credential
pathways, and Al-integrated learning
environments for students across the
district.

“Superintendent Matsuda’s im-
pact will be felt for generations,” said
Trustee Annemarie Randle-Trejo.
“His work reimagined what public
schools can be — and our respon-
sibility now is to carry that vision
forward with integrity and resolve.”

From honoring student street data
to uplifting marginalized voices,

Please see Matsuda, page 4

NYC Shooter Identified
as Ex-SoCal Football Player

CITY NEWS SERVICE

The 27-year-old former running
back for two Southland high schools
who police say killed four people at

The policeman was identified as
Officer Didarul Islam, an immigrant
from Bangladesh. Islam was with
the department for 3-1/2 years, New
York City Mayor Eric Adams said at

the NFL headquar-
ters building in Man-
hattan before killing
himself had a suicide
note in his pocket ex-
pressing grievances
with the league and
claiming he suffered
from CTE, according |
to multiple media |
reports on July 29.
Authorities say
Shane Tamura was
seen carrying a long
gun while entering
the Park Avenue sky-

a news conference.
“He loved this
city, and everyone
we spoke with stated
he was a person of
faith. He was a true-
blue New Yorker,
not only in the uni-
form he wore, but in
the spirit and energy
of loving this city,”
~ Adams said.
Ll Adams added that
o Tamura was trying
| to target NFL head-
quarters but took

.

scraper that houses

the wrong elevator.

the headquarters of
the National Football

Video surveillance footage of
the gunman shortly before
the shooting spree.

Blackstone said one
of its employees,

League and the al-

Wesley LePatner,

ternative investment
management company Blackstone
on the afternoon of July 28.

Police said Tamura opened fire in
the lobby and then went to the 33rd
floor and continued firing, killing
four people including an off-duty
New York Police Department officer
who was working security at the
building. He then shot himself.

was among those
killed.

NFL Commissioner Roger
Goodell said a league employee was
“seriously injured” in the attack.

Tamura had lived in Las Vegas in
recent years. He rushed for 616 yards
and five touchdowns on 126 carries
and caught 25 passes for 229 yards

Please see Tamura, page 4

Japan Hit by Tsunami as High as 1 Meter
After Magnitude 8.8 Quake Off Russia

KYODO NEWS SERVICE

TOKYO — Vast stretches of Ja-
pan’s Pacific coast were hit by
tsunami waves that at one location
exceeded 1 meter (3.2 feet) on July
30 after a powerful magnitude 8.8
earthquake struck off Russia’s Ka-
mchatka Peninsula in the morning.

Warnings were issued for coastal
areas from Japan’s northern main
island of Hokkaido to Wakayama
Prefecture in the west, with up to
2 million people ordered to evacu-
ate or immediately seek safety. On
Wednesday night, all warnings were
downgraded to advisories.

While there were no immediate
reports of deaths or injuries caused
by the tsunami in Japan, police said
a 58-year-old woman in Mie Prefec-
ture, central Japan, was confirmed
dead after her car plunged about 20
meters (65.6 feet) from a cliff, pos-
sibly due to a steering error.

Municipalities also reported peo-
ple sustaining injuries or suffering
from heat-related illnesses while
evacuating. Japan logged a record-
high temperature of 41.2 C (106 F)
in Tamba, a city in Hyogo Prefecture,
on Wednesday.

Rail, road and air transportation
along the coast was disrupted and
beaches were closed. The operator
of the crippled Fukushima Daiichi
nuclear power plant halted the release
of treated radioactive wastewater into
the Pacific Ocean.

The highest detected tsunami in
Japan so far was the 1.3-meter one
that arrived at 1:52 p.m. at Kuji Port
in Iwate Prefecture.

“At the least, we are expecting
tsunami waves to remain high for
around a day,” an official told a press
conference in the afternoon.

Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba
vowed to take all possible measures

Please see Tsunami, page 4
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Taking His Place in Cooperstown

Ichiro Suzuki reflects on a legendary career
in his Hall of Fame induction speech.

KYODO NEWS REPORTS

COOPERSTOWN, N.Y.—Ichiro Su-
zuki, the first Japanese member of
the U.S. Baseball Hall of Fame,
shared his inspiration to play in
the majors while thanking his fam-
ily and teammates in his induction
speech on July 27.

The former Seattle Mariners
outfielder began his speech, filled
with humor and wisdom, by calling
himself a third-time rookie, now as
a member of the hall, after starting
his career in Japan in 1992 and

becoming a major league rookie
in 2001 at age 27.

“I realize I'm a rookie again,”
Ichiro, who is widely known by just
his first name, said in Cooperstown,
N.Y. “Thank you for welcoming me
so warmly into your great team. I
hope I can hold the values of the Hall
of Fame. But please, I am 51 years
old now, so easy on the hazing.”

“The first two times, it was easier
to manage my emotions because my
goal was always clear, to play pro-
fessionally at the highest level. This
time is so different, because I could
never imagine as a kid in Japan that
my play would lead me to a sacred
baseball land that I didn’t even know
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“I could never imagine as a kid in
Japan that my play would lead me
to a sacred baseball land,” Ichiro
said during his speech.

NISEI WEEK SPECIAL!!

was here.”

He went on to talk about the
pressure of succeeding as the first
Japanese-born position player in
the majors and thanked his wife,
agents and teammates, as well as
Hideo Nomo, who paved the way
for other Japanese players in Major
League Baseball.

“I think you can imagine, there
was much doubt when I tried to be-
come the first position player from
Japan in MLB,” Ichiro said. “But it
was more than just that. There was
criticism and negativity. Someone
even said to me, ‘Don’t embarrass
the nation.” The person who sup-
ported me the most was my wife,
Yumiko.”

“It would only be natural if she
had doubts too. But she never made
me feel them. All of her energy was
focused on supporting and encour-
aging me.”

In 2001, Ichiro won both the
American League Rookie of the
Year and MVP awards after leading
the league with a .350 batting aver-
age, 242 hits and 56 stolen bases for
the 116-46 Mariners.

Ichiro revealed that he did not
feel satisfied in Japan despite lead-
ing the Pacific League in batting av-
erage for seven consecutive seasons.

“From the outside, it may have
seemed like everything was smooth,
and I should have no worries. How-
ever, inside, I was struggling to un-
derstand why I was making results.
I was searching for something that
I could not find.

“In the middle of my internal
struggle, something historic hap-
pened. Hideo Nomo became the
first major leaguer from Japan in my
lifetime. His success inspired many,
including me ... Because of Hideo
Nomo’s courage, my eyes suddenly
opened to the idea of challenging
myself by going somewhere I never
imagined.”

In 2004, Ichiro broke George
Sisler’s 84-year-old single-season
record of 257 hits and finished the
season with 262.

Ichiro, arguably the biggest
name of the latest Hall of Fame
class, had 200-hit seasons and won
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From left, inductees Billy Wagner, Ichiro Suzuki and CC Sabathia pose with their plaques during the Baseball
Hall of Fame induction ceremony in Cooperstown, New York, on July 27. Ichiro became the first Asian player

elected to the Hall of Fame.

Gold Gloves in his first 10 years
in the majors. He also played for
the New York Yankees and Miami
Marlins.

“I came to love my time in south
Florida. Even in my mid-40s, I grew
as a player, surrounded by all those
young, talented teammates. The way
they jumped out of the dugout in
Colorado to celebrate my 3,000th
hit is something I will never forget,”
Ichiro said. “Their happiness to
share that moment with me was so
genuine and sincere.”

Ichiro, also a 10-time All-Star,
retired in March 2019 after having
3,089 hits and 509 stolen bases over
19 seasons.

Joining Ichiro in the Class of
2025 were starting pitcher CC Sa-
bathia and closer Billy Wagner as
well as sluggers Dave Parker and
Dick Allen, both of whom were

!

Judd Matsunaga

Attorney at Law

Judd Matsunaga’s

ELDER LAW SERVICES OF CALIFORNIA

A Professional Law Corporation

SEATING IS LIMITED

Call (310) 348-2995 for Reservations

enshrined posthumously.

Ichiro fell one vote shy of being
the first position player to receive a
unanimous vote. Former Yankees
closer Mariano Rivera is the only
unanimous inductee.

“When I came to America, many
people said I was too skinny to com-
pete with bigger major leaguers,”
Ichiro said. “The first time I ran ...
out on the field, I was in awe of the

competition, but I knew if I stuck
to my beliefs about preparation, I
could overcome the doubts, even
my own.”

“I encourage young players to
dream and dream big, but also un-
derstand the difference between a
dream and a goal. In order to make
your dream your goal, you must be
honest in thinking about what is
important to achieve it.”

In the Hall, in
His Own Words

The following are questions and
answers exchanged between newly
inducted Baseball Hall of Famer Ich-
iro Suzuki and reporters in Japanese
after he gave his induction speech
on July 27:

Q: Was it difficult to prepare a
speech in English?

Ichiro: The person who helped me
the most was my wife. I don’t know
how many times I practiced. The
speech was nearly 20 minutes long,
so it was hard.

Q: Why did you decide to speak
in English?

Ichiro: I thought that English, the
language spoken in America, was the
best way to convey my feelings. It’s
on a completely different level than
speaking in Japanese. The hurdle was
very high, but I had no hesitation.

Q: Your jokes drew laughs many
times.

Ichiro: I was more worried about
whether my message was getting
through. Jokes in English and those
in Japanese are completely different,
but I’'m basically a person who wants
to have fun. Getting into the Baseball
Hall of Fame wasn’t my goal, but
making people laugh has definitely
been a goal.

Q: You said “thank you” to Hideo
Nomo in Japanese during your
speech.

Ichiro: If Mr. Nomo had not
played (in the majors), the gap (be-
tween the United States and Japan)
would have stayed wide. When I
was in the middle of my internal
struggle, I was impressed by his great
performance. He motivated me a lot
because I had faced him (when the
two were in Japan).

Chronology of Major Events in Ichiros Hall of Fame Career

1992: Begins pro career with Orix
BlueWave.

1994: 1st player in Japan
to have 200-hit season.

1994-1996: Pacific League MVP

1994-2000: Leads PL in
batting average.

1996: BlueWave win PL,
Japan Series titles.

2000: Plays final season in Japan,
with.353 career batting
average, 1,278 hits in NPB.

2001: Makes MLB debut with
Seattle Mariners.
Leads AL with.350 batting average,
56 stolen bases.
Wins Rookie of Year, MVP awards.

oduirys nfvy | VIVOVN NI

2001-2010: Has 10 consecutive
200-hit seasons.

2001-2010: Wins 10 consecutive
AL Gold Gloves.

2004: Sets MLB single-season
record with 262 hits.
Wins 2nd AL batting title
with.372 average.

2012: Moves to New York Yankees.
2015: Moves to Miami Marlins.
2016: Records 500th career
stolen base. Becomes 30th player
in MLB history with 3,000 hits.

2018: Returns to Mariners.

2019: Retires with 3,089 hits in MLB.

Attempted Burglary Reported at Home of Dodger Pitcher Yamamoto

CITY NEWS SERVICE / RAFU REPORTS

An attempted burglary was re-
ported July 30 at the $21 million
Hollywood Hills home of Dodgers
pitcher Yoshinobo Yamamoto.

The attempted break-in was re-
ported around 5 a.m. in a section of
Doheny Estates known as the “bird
streets” for their avian names, ac-
cording to broadcast reports.

Some windows were broken at

the home before someone called
911, it was reported. TMZ cited law
enforcement sources in reporting
three people were seen on surveil-
lance video shattering a glass door
and several windows.

The would-be thieves did not gain
access and fled without entering the
nearly 11,000-square-foot home,
after private security called 911.

The Dodgers signed Yamamoto
for a reported $325 million over

12 years. He was traveling with the
team in Cincinnati at the time of the
attempted break-in, and is expected
to make his scheduled pitching start
Sunday against the Rays in Tampa.

The attempted burglary is the
latest in a recent string of break-ins
at the homes of high-profile sports
stars, including Patrick Mahomes
and Travis Kelce of the Kansas City
Chiefs and Bobby Portis of the Mil-
waukee Bucks.

Celebrating Standout Tigers

—

Scholarship).

7

The Tigers Youth Club presented its annual schloarships and awards in May, following its yearly
invitational basketball tournament. Graduating high school students within the club’s membership are
selected based on their academic achievement, service to their schools and communities, and commit-
ment to youth sports in the Tigers organization.

Front row, from left: Noelani Lei Pablo (Tigers Award Scholarship); Keira Kamida (Tigers Award
Scholarship); Maile Tamaki (Tigers Award Scholarship); Keimi Santiago (Tigers Award Scholarship);
Charlotte Yee (Youth Service Award); and Jovie Lee (Kawana-Quock Scholarship).

Back row: James Osorio (Kawana-Quock Scholarship); Gavin Herbers (Tigers Award Scholarship);
Elizabeth Ma (Tigers Award Scholarship); Laney Takeda (Tigers Award Scholarship); Erin Hartman
(Youth Service Award); Jayden Ishibashi (Youth Service Award); and Ryan Herbers (Tigers Award
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F or information on how to place
an English section Classified
Ad in The Rafu Shimpo, please call
(213) 629-2231, ext. #100 or fax
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advance of publication date. Ads
must be prepaid by cash, check
or credit card (American Express,
Mastercard, and Visa). Include
your name and a daytime phone
number. In compliance with feder-
al equal employment opportunity,
some ads under “Help Wanted”
may designate “man or woman,”
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CARE SERVICES
Holly Services
provides excellent
caregiving services to
Los Angeles, OC, SD,
HI, and Japan.
From 4 to 24 hours
Rates start at $29/hr

Call 626-333-6767

All the staff employed
Bonded & business/

workers’ comp insured

License #194700619

Hope
International
Homecare, Inc.

Japanese bilingual care-
givers can cook, clean,
provide personal care with
all your home care needs.

- Part time to 24 hr care
- Companion care to
Hospice Care

We cover WLA, East L.A.,
Monterey Park, Orange
County, San Fernando Valley,
San Bernardino and Long
Beach.

(310) 782-7979

www.hi-homecare.com

BEST CARE
CONNECTIONS
IN-HOME CARE

SERVICES

JAPANESE CAREGIVER
SERVICES

info@bcc-la.com
www.bcc-la.com

CALIFORNIA STATE LICENSE:
HCO#194700410

1-888-610-1160

(ENGLISH/JAPANESE)

SENIOR HOME
CARE SERVICES
JAPANESE HOME CARE

Japanese Caregivers available
to cook, clean, drive, etc. We
specialize in home exercise for
Parkinson’s Disease, Stroke &
more. Doctor of Physical Therapy
on staff.

CARELIFE (310) 373-6030
www.carelifeinc.com
Bonded & Insured

KAZOKU HOME
KRR —

We’re a newly opened
Residential Care Facility for
elderly in Los Angeles area.

Please contact us if you're
looking for places for your
loved ones.

We also have afacility in Kyoto
Japan if you’re interested.
www.kazokuhomela.com

424-237-4914

BUSINESS SERVICES

Painting & carpenter jobs.
Painter from Japan
License #764218 Oku
Painting T(310) 490-9121

ABC ROOFING-Since 1979. Free
estimate, reasonable price. Guar-
antee. Lic #425672 (213) 380-9073

Japanese Tree Trimming
Over 25 years experience
pruning matsu, juniper, maple,
kaki while dormant, and other
artistic trees. Serving all of
Southern California. Cal State
Long Beach grad.

TAKASHI TASH KUSHI
(714) 821-4808

Leave message anytime or call
after 6 p.m. Japanese is OK

TLC Renovation, Inc.
Carpentry, plumbing, electrical
& much more. Big or small jobs
welcomed. 25 years experience.

Licensed General
Contractor #538475
Bob Tanabe (818) 352-2233

Place Your Classified Ads in The Rafu (213) 629-2231

PRIME GARDENA BLVD
Office for lease from 567 SF,
Private Bathroom, Gated Bldg.
$1120 mo. 424 210-7403

ROOM WANTED

Grad Student ISO Room
in a House: July 1st to
Aug 9th — Cerritos Area

Clean, quiet Nikkei female ISO
a furnished room (including utili-
ties and WiFi). | have a small,
mellow dog — very quiet, fully
potty-trained, well-behaved.

Please contact Sachi at
HollywoodJLS5@gmail.com

Hiring: Maintenance (On-Site)
Local to San Fernando Valley
Neighborhood Shopping Center
Retired/Semi-Retired Preferred
Call Bryan at 714-904-9605

LEGAL NOTICE

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
REGIONAL RAIL
AUTHORITY

IFB No. PO962-26

HYUNDAI-ROTEM DRAFT
GEAR PURCHASE

SCRRA is seeking bids for the pur-
chase of Pushback Draft Gear and
Couplers. Solicitation documents
may be obtained at https://metro-
linktrains.com/doing-business.
Bids are due at 2:00 P.M. (PT) on
9/24/25.

The contract to be awarded
will be funded in part by grants
under the U.S. Department of
Transportation, Federal Transit

Administration.

For further information, contact
Dorothea Cantero, Sr. Contract
Administrator, at (213) 452-0302

or CanteroD@scrra.net.
8/1/25
CNS-3949565#
RAFU SHIMPO

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

Case No. 25CMCP00123
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

Superior Court of California,
County of Los Angeles

LOS ANGELES SUPERIOR
COURT

SOUTH CENTRAL DISTRICT
200 W. COMPTON BLVD.
COMPTON, CA 90220

PETITION OF: LETICIA ISABEL
GARCIA RODRIGUES for change
of name TO ALL INTERESTED
PERSONS:

1. Petitioner: LETICIA ISABEL
GARCIA RODRIGUES filed a
petition with this court for a de-
cree changing names as follows:

1. Present name:

LETICIA ISABEL GARCIA
RODRIGUES

Proposed name:
LETICIA ISABEL RODRIGUEZ

2. THE COURT ORDERS that
all persons interested in this
matter appear before this court
at the hearing indicated below
to show cause, if any, why the
petition for change of name
should not be granted. Any person
objecting to the name changes
described above must file a writ-
ten objection that includes the
reasons for the objection at least
two court days before the matter
is scheduled to be heard and must
appear at the hearing to show
cause why the petition should not
be granted. If no written objection
is timely filed, the court may grant
the petition without a hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING
Date: 09/11/2025, Time: 8:30 am,
Dept. E, Room 1004

The address of the court is same
as noted above.

3. A copy of this Order to Show
Cause shall be published at
least once each week for four
successive weeks prior to the date
set for hearing on the petitionin the
following newspaper of general
circulation, printed in this county:

THE RAFU SHIMPO
Date: 6/27/2025

MICHAEL B. WILSON
Judge of the Superior Court

Published: 7/11/25, 7/18/25,

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

Case No. 25LBCP00290
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

Superior Court of California,
County of Los Angeles

Governor George Deukmejian
Courthouse

275 Magnolia Ave

Long Beach, CA 90802

PETITION OF: MILKA L. ZABRINA
AGUILAR for change of name TO
ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:

1. Petitioner: MILKA L.
ZABRINA AGUILAR filed a
petition with this court for a
decree changing names as
follows:

1. Present name:
MILKA L. ZABRINA AGUILAR

Proposed name:
MILCAH SABRINA AGUILAR

2. THE COURT ORDERS that
all persons interested in this
matter appear before this court
at the hearing indicated below
to show cause, if any, why the
petition for change of name
should not be granted. Any person
objecting to the name changes
described above must file a writ-
ten objection that includes the
reasons for the objection at least
two court days before the matter
is scheduled to be heard and must
appear at the hearing to show
cause why the petition should not
be granted. If no written objection
is timely filed, the court may grant
the petition without a hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING
Date: 08/26/25, Time: 8:30 am,
Dept. 526, Room 5500

The address of the court is same
as noted above.

3. A copy of this Order to Show
Cause shall be published at
least once each week for four
successive weeks prior to the date
set for hearing on the petitioninthe
following newspaper of general
circulation, printed in this county:

THE RAFU SHIMPO
Date: 7/11/2025

MICHAEL P.VICENCIA
Judge of the Superior Court

Published: 7/25/25, 8/1/25,
8/8/25, 8/15/25.

7/25/25, 8/1/25. RS 100129

RS 100128
Subscribe Today and get Free Online
Access with a 1-year =
print subscription!

(213) 629-2231

Tamura Continued from page 1

and two touchdowns as senior for Granada Hills Charter
High School in 2015, according to the high school sports

website MaxPreps.

Tamura rushed for 774 yards and 11 touchdowns on
139 carries for Golden Valley of Santa Clarita as a junior
in 2014, according to MaxPreps.

According to CNN, police said Tamura had a “docu-
mented mental health history,” but authorities were still
investigating the motive for the attack.

Citing police, the cable news network reported that
the note in Tamura s pocket requested that his brain

Shane Tamura

be studied for ef-
fects of CTE, the
brain disease that’s
been linked to head
trauma in former
football players and
others, and report-
edly said: “You
can’t go against the
NFL, they’ll squash
you.”

President Trump
weighed in on the

tragedy.

“I have been briefed on the tragic shooting that took
place in Manhattan, a place that  know and love,” Trump
wrote on Truth Social. “I trust our Law Enforcement
Agencies to get to the bottom of why this crazed lunatic
committed such a senseless act of violence. My heart
is with the families of the four people who were killed,
including the NYPD Officer, who made the ultimate
sacrifice. God Bless the New York Police Department,

and God Bless New York!”

Walter Roby, one of Tamura’s former coaches at
Granada Hills, said he was “just blown away right now”
at the news of the shooting, NBC News reported. He
described Tamura as a skilled running back and “a great
player” who was “real elusive, real agile. He came in,
worked hard, kept his nose down. He was a quiet kid,
well-mannered, very coachable. Whatever needed to be

done, he would do.”

Former classmate Caleb Clarke told NBC News that
Tamura “never came off violent. You never would have
thought violence was something you’d associate with
him. Everything he said was a joke.”

ABC’s New York affiliate reported that Tamura had two
mental health crisis holds in Nevada, in 2022 and 2024.

Tsunami

Continued from page 1

to ensure the safety of the public, ordering ministries
and agencies to mitigate any damage from the tsunami.
Tsunami were observed across 22 of Japan’s 47 pre-
fectures from Hokkaido to Okinawa. Hokkaido’s Nemuro
and Hachijo Island, south of the Japanese capital, saw
80-centimeter (2.6-foot) waves and Tokyo’s Harumi
waterfront district observed a 20-cm (.6-foot) wave.
The quake that triggered the tsunami occurred at
8:24 a.m. Japan time around 120 kilometers (74.5
miles) east-southeast of Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky
at a depth of about 20 km (12 miles), according to the

U.S. Geological Survey.

The temblor could rank as one of the 10 largest
quakes since 1900, the USGS data showed. The 2011
quake that devastated northeastern Japan and triggered
the Fukushima nuclear disaster by engulfing the nuclear
complex with massive tsunami was M9.0.

of UTTLE rok

213 625 1122
BUNKADOONLINE.COM

Complete Fishing Tackle

626-797-8839

1402 Lincoln Ave. Pasadena CA 91103

Karl Kim, crpe, crRTP
Retirement Planning Advisors, Inc.
Retirement Income, Estate Planning,
Tax Planning, Investments

www.RetirementPlanningAdvisors.com

714-994-0599

Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through
Brokers International Financial Services, LLC. Member SIPC. Brokers
International Financial Services, LLC is not an affiliated company.
Karl Kim, Investment Advisor Representative.

CA Insurance License #0810324

FULL SERVICE

HOME CARE

JAPANESE CAREGIVERS

(213) 725-2275

UNDERSTANDING

SINCE 1918

FUKUI MORTUARY
707 E. Temple Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012

213-626-0441

YAMAGUCHI
TERMITE CONTROL
SERVICE

INSPECTION and ESTIMATES
TERMITE REPORTS and ESCROW

(323) 663-1161

STATE LICENSE NO. 6377

9“Itllenma () THEKEY
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nal Gare Sert formerly Home Care Assistance

Live and age
well at home.

From companionship a few
hours a day to 24/7 care, we
have the right Care Plan for your
needs now—and into the future.

(888) 285-4913 HAZECE S #

TheKey.com/Millennia

NISEI WEEK

SEMINARS

Gardena Valley JCI
1964 W. 162nd St. Gardena
Wed., August 13th @ 1pm

SFV JACC
12953 Branford St. Arleta
Fri., August 15th @12pm

SN A FREE Apple (RAD -

LIFE'S JOURNEY DOES NOT

Green Hills Mortuary helps families honor life

through celebration and remembrance.

* Serving families of all faiths, with
special requests, and budgetfs

e Free advanced funeral planning

Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 90275 (310) 831-0311 | GreenHillsMortuary.com

John Saga

Electrical & Plumbing
Lic. #B502655 C10 C36
Specializing in:
Solar/Bath & Kitchen Remodel/
Electrical Panel Upgrade

Tank-less Water Heater-Re-Pipe-Repairs & More

310-377-2077

OYAMA PLUMBING

PAUL MIDDO
LICENSE # 758457
(323) 313-5392

RESIDENTIAL REPAIRS-REMODELING-REPIPING

INSURED

*Winner must be present for raffle drawing.

All Attendees
Qualify for
Nisei Week

Special Prices

Judd Matsunaga
Attorney at Law

Seating is LIMITED
Call (800) 403-6078

GREEN HILLS MORTUARY

and memorial chapel, inc.

Lic.# FD1175; CA Insurance # 0737077

Sharing. Community. Légacy.
kubotamortuary.com

Serving the community
over 70 years.
911 Venice Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 90015

T:213-749-1449
F:213-749-0265

FD-929

Matsuda

Continued from page 1

Matsuda led with compassion and
conviction. In his recent farewell
address, he reminded AUHSD staff
that “schools must not just sort tal-
ent, but discover it,” and that in an
era of democratic fragility, schools
must prepare students “for meaning-
ful jobs, where we are building their
abilities to transcend their learning,
truly preparing them for college,
careers, and life.”

The board recognizes that this is
a profound transition for the district.
As part of this next chapter, the board
has launched a search for AUHSD’s
next superintendent. Community
members are invited to share their
input via a multilingual survey open
through July 28 at noon. The board is
committed to selecting a leader who
embodies the values, innovation,
and commitment that have defined
the AUHSD.

“Superintendent Michael Matsu-
da’s 11 years of visionary leadership
have transformed AUHSD, making
our district a national model for civic
engagement, career preparedness,
and community partnerships,” said
Trustee Jessica Guerrero. “As we
begin an internal search for our next
superintendent, we are committed
to continuing the mission and core
values that have brought our district
this far, and will carry us forward into
the future.”

The Board of Trustees — Presi-
dent O’Neal, Clerk Guerrero, As-
sistant Clerk Randle-Trejo, and
members Hoshi and Katherine H.
Smith — express their deepest
gratitude to Matsuda for his years
of extraordinary service and pledge
their full commitment to guiding the
district through this critical and excit-
ing new phase.

To hear Matsuda’s retirement an-
nouncement and to access the superin-
tendent input survey in English, Span-
ish, Korean, and Vietnamese, visit:

https://www.auhsd.us/
District/138501-Superintendent-
Search-2025 html

The AUHSD serves approximate-
ly 25,000 students in the communi-
ties of Anaheim, Cypress, Buena
Park, La Palma, and Stanton. For
more information, visit the website,
subscribe to the YouTube channel,
follow the district on Facebook,
Twitter, and Instagram, and listen
and subscribe to the AUHSD Future
Talks Podcast on Apple Podcasts,
Spotify, and Google Podcasts.

Pain NoMore

Natural Pain Therapy Gel

Pain Zero is formulated with various natural herb \

extracts and organic Germanium that together with its Yy
active ingredients relieve aches and pains associated

with simple backaches, arthritis, strains

| bruises, and sprains.

| had suffered with back

Natural Therapy Gel |

Pain $33

(4 02/1139)

Tax & Shipping
included!

o Qil free
eAlcohol free
o\Wax free .

MMAGNUS
22301 S. Western Ave.#104 Torrance,CA 90501
info@magnususa.com www.magnusamerica.com

800.262.4687

pain for the longest time.
When | tried Pain NoMore,
| felt the skin cold at first
but after a while | could
tell the pain was leaving
my back. H. Sato(LA)

CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTING OPPORTUNITY
for Contractors, Subcontractors, Suppliers

Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts Invite Bids
For The Construction of:

SANTA CLARITA VALLEY TRUNK SEWERS
GROUP 1 REHABILITATION

(Bid Opening September 2, 2025 -
Estimate $2,800,000 - $4,200,000)

Contracting And Supply Opportunities Include:

Pipeline Rehabilitation; Manhole rehabilitation; Flow Bypass

Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts encourage participation
of minority, women, disadvantaged, disabled veterans,
and small business enterprises.

Plans and Specifications may be obtained through Quest Construction
Data Network (QuestCDN) for a nominal nonrefundable fee. This can be
done via a link on the Districts’ Listing of Advertised Construction Projects

webpage https://www.lacsd.org/opportunities/bids-purchasing/construc-
tion-bids or by inputting Quest project number 9799827. through the
QuestCDN website (www.questcdn.com).

Visit our Web site at “www.lacsd.org” and click on “Bids & RFPs”

CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTING OPPORTUNITY
for Contractors, Subcontractors, Suppliers

Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts Invite Bids
For The Construction of:

BLOOMFIELD PUMPING PLANT
FORCE MAIN UPGRADES

(Bid Opening August 26, 2025 - Estimate $4,800,000 - $7,200,000)

Contracting And Supply Opportunities Include:
Pipeline Placement; Manhole and Concrete Structures; Excavation;

Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts encourage participation
of minority, women, disadvantaged, disabled veterans,
and small business enterprises.

Plans and Specifications may be obtained through Quest Construction
Data Network (QuestCDN) for a nominal nonrefundable fee. This can be
done via a link on the Districts’ Listing of Advertised Construction Projects

webpage https://www.lacsd.org/opportunities/bids-purchasing/construc-
tion-bids or by inputting Quest project number 9701965. through the
QuestCDN website (www.questcdn.com).

Visit our Web site at “www.lacsd.org” and click on “Bids & RFPs”
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Is 90 the
new 807?77 A
recent analysis
finds that many
Americans who
reach age 90 and beyond say they
are in good health (JAMA Internal
Medicine, “Most 90-Somethings Feel
Healthy,” March 20, 2017).

‘What’s more, the number of Ameri-
cans age 90 years or older is expected
to more than quadruple by the year
2050 (according to the U.S. Census
Bureau). Few 90 + in the study showed
signs of depression or cognitive
problems, although they took a lot of
medications and had difficulty getting
around.

A 90-year-old woman can expect
to live for roughly 4 to 5 more years,
according to the latest data. Studies
show that women have a higher chance
of reaching 100 years old compared
to men, with some research indicat-
ing a 11.4% chance for a 90-year-old
woman to reach 100. However, indi-
vidual life spans can vary significantly
based on various factors such as health,
lifestyle, and genetics.

Surveys show that approximately
75-90% of older adults wish to remain
in their current residences as they grow
older, i.e., aging in place. According
to a 2013 National Institute of Health
(NIH) study of individuals aged 90 and
older, close to 55% of 90-year-olds
live independently (with or without
a spouse or paid caregiver). Another
23% live in assisted living or board-
and-care facilities (which are consid-
ered a form of independent living), and
14% live in a nursing home. Leaving
the final 8% living with relatives.

“Yet some older adults may want
to move but can’t,” says Linna Zhu,
a research associate at the Housing
Finance Policy Center at the Urban
Institute. “A portion of seniors are
aging in place but are also stuck in
place,” Zhu observes. “They don’t
have the financial resources to help
them move or relocate or downsize, or
they cannot afford to live in the nursing
homes.” (Source: AARP, “Percentage
of Older Adults Who Want to Age in
Place Stays Steady,” Nov. 22, 2022)

Whether you’re “aging in place”
or “stuck in place,” this Rafu Shimpo
article is to encourage you to make
your home as safe as possible to age
in place. Make sure your home has
features that will allow you to remain
there as you get older (and possibly
weaker), like a bathroom on the main
level (80%), or a room on the first floor
that could be used as a bedroom (82%).
Many respondents said they would
need to make changes to stay at home
comfortably and safely.

What kind of changes? A third of
all poll participants said they would
need to modify their current residence
so that they or a loved one could con-
tinue to live there if they had physical
limitations:

- 79% said they would need to
modify bathrooms with grab bars or
no-step showers.

- 71% said their home has inside
and outside accessibility issues.

- 61% said they would need an
emergency response system.

- 48% said they would need smart-
home devices, like a voice-activated
home assistant or a doorbell camera.

“Modify my house???” you might
ask. “That sounds expensive.” You
bet! A walk-in tub could cost $5,000-
$10,000. The average cost of a wheel-
chair ramp could be $2,000-$5,000.
Let’s further say you need part-time
home care, e.g., 20 hours/week at
$35 per hour to help cook, clean, and
occasionally drive you to the doctor.
That’s $700 per week times four weeks
a month — you’ll need an additional
$2,800 per month.

The average Social Security check
for retired workers is $2,005.05 as of
June 2025, (according to the Social Se-
curity Administration (SSA) Monthly
Statistical Snapshot). And the 2025
Social Security cost-of-living adjust-

lT PAYS TO KNOW By Judd Matsunaga, Esq.
Stuck in Place

ment (COLA) is 2.5%. This means
that your Social Security benefits have
only increased an average of $50 per
month (that’s just one lunch date with
a friend).

“Say Judd, I want to age in my own
home. However, my savings are dwin-
dling. If I need a new roof, or I need
part-time home care to remain safely
athome, what can I do?” The answer is
simple — TAP THE EQUITY in your
home. If you own your own home, you
are “sitting on a gold mine!” If you are
62 years or older, you can pull money
out of the equity in your home, and
you would never have to pay it back.
Therefore, you can’t lose it.

You might say, “My daughter told
me never to get a reverse mortgage on
my home.” If your adult daughter lives
with you, takes care of you, shops and
cleans for you, I would agree. In fact,
if that’s you, I would encourage you to
see me regarding gifting your home to
your child now before you die.

Why? Prop 19 is still the law. How-
ever, one day (perhaps soon) we will
lose property tax benefits for parent-
child transfers. It could save $10,000
in property taxes each and every year
your daughter owns your home after
you die. If she lives to be 90 years old,
that could be hundreds of thousands
of dollars!!!

If that’s not the case, did you know
that the average home in Los Angeles
is worth a $1 million? (according
to Redfin.com) Some Rafu Shimpo
homeowners have already chosen to
sell their homes and have moved into
a fancy retirement home like Nikkei
Senior Gardens in Arleta, Hollenbeck
Palms in Los Angeles, or Atherton
Baptist Homes in Alhambra. Some

continuing care retirement communi-
ties (CCRC) will even promise to care
for you for life in exchange for you to
deed your home to them.

Now, I’'m not suggesting that you
sell your home. Again, the purpose of
this Rafit Shimpo article is to encour-
age you to age in place, but make your
home as safe as possible so you can
remain at your own home — safely.

Have you done the math? Over the
past 10 years, the average home ap-
preciation in the U.S. has been around
5-7% annually (possibly much higher
in Los Angeles). This means a home’s
value could increase by roughly 63%
to 100% over a decade, according to
Redfin.

If your $1,000,000 home appreci-
ates 5% this year, that’s $50,000, or
$4,100 per month. We just said above
that if you need part-time home care,
e.g., 20 hours/week at $35 per hour
to help cook, clean, and occasionally
drive you to the doctor — that’s an ad-
ditional $2,800 per month. If you’re 90
and hoping to have another 4-5 years
of decent health, make those additional
remaining 4-5 years the best they can
be. TAP THE EQUITY in your home.

In other words, I’'m not saying that
you should sell your home. I'm saying
keep your home, e.g., keep your prom-
ise to give your children a million-
dollar home as their inheritance. It’s
just that the appreciation of your home
is now being converted into cash so
you can remain safely in your home for
as long as possible without being too
much of a “burden” on your children.
Perhaps you might want to remodel
(update) your kitchen or bathroom.
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Iney Toshiko Sato

March 15, 1925 — July 20, 2025

Iney Toshiko Sato, 100-year-old, Phoe-
nix-born, resident of Carlsbad, peacefully
passed away at Laguna Estates Senior
Living on July 20th. She was predeceased

)

So, what exactly is a reverse mort-
gage? A reverse mortgage is a type
of loan against your house. But un-
like with a traditional mortgage, you
don’t make monthly payments to a
lender. Instead, the lender pays you,
essentially working in “reverse,” as
the name suggests. You can choose
to receive monthly payments for a set
period of time (“term”), or for as long
as you live in the home (“tenure”); or a
one-time lump sum; a line of credit; or
a combination of these options.

Although you don’t make any
payments on a reverse mortgage, in-
terest and fees do accrue. This means
that your loan balance will increase
over time, since you are not making
payments on the debt. You are still
responsible for paying property taxes,
homeowners insurance, HOA dues and
assessments. You’re also responsible
for keeping the property maintained.

How do you qualify? Although
you don’t need to have your income
analyzed like a traditional loan, you
must be 62 years or older.

- Own a home with sufficient
equity.

- You must occupy the house.

- Must stay current with taxes and
insurance.

- Cannot have extremely bad credit.

“With a reverse mortgage, the
borrower doesn’t have to make loan
payments for as long as they live in
the home and reside in the home as
their primary residence,” says Lori
Trawinski, director of finance and
employment at the AARP Public
Policy Institute. That requires living
in the home at least six months out
of the year. The majority of reverse
mortgages are home equity conver-
sion mortgages (HECMs), which
are insured by the Federal Housing
Administration (FHA).

HECMs account for approximately
95% of outstanding reverse mortgage
loans. You’re also required to receive
counseling from a U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD) certified reverse mortgage
counselor. The counselor will explain
how reverse mortgages work and
review the risks and payment options
to help you make an informed deci-
sion — it typically costs around $125.

But is a HECM a safe financial
tool? “YES, itis,” says Trawinski. The
HECM is an FHA loan product. That
means the FHA has endorsed it and
oversees it. Since it is geared toward
seniors, they have placed certain safe-
guards in place to protect seniors. They
will not allow lenders to loan you more
than you can handle given your home
value and equity. They won’t even let
you be approved for the loan until you
complete a counseling session with an
FHA approved, third-party counseling
organization. FHA wants to make sure
that you completely understand the
loan and that there are no misunder-
standings.

So how can this be? It sounds too
good to be true — is it for real? Yes,
it’s real. The way it works is that since
you don’t immediately pay principal
or interest toward the loan, the interest
is added to the principal balance and
that balance will grow over time. The
way the lender gets their money back
is that you will pay the loan back when
you sell the house (or die). This allows
you to use the money that is locked into
your equity now while you need it.

In conclusion, there can be many
reasons to use a HECM. Maybe your
expenses are increasing, and your
income is not, so you’re depleting
your savings faster than you want. You
should definitely work with a reverse
mortgage specialist to see if a HECM
is something that will work for you.

If you want a reverse mortgage ad-
visor that is part of the JA community,
try giving Scott Shimamoto, senior
mortgage loan officer at Journey Mort-
gage Advisors in Pasadena. It could be
a lifesaver for you. Shimamoto says,
“Your deal is no joke to me,” and can
be reached at (626) 399-1525.

Judd Matsunaga, Esq., is the
founding partner of the Law Olffices of
Matsunaga & Associates, specializing
in estate/Medi-Cal planning, probate,
personal injury and real estate law.
With offices in Torrance, Hollywood,
Sherman Oaks, Pasadena and Foun-
tain Valley, he can be reached at (800)
411-0546. Opinions expressed in this
column are not necessarily those of
The Rafu Shimpo.

Crystal City Pilgrimage Set for October

The theme of the Crystal City Pil-
grimage set for Thursday to Sunday,
Oct. 9 to 12, is “Crystal City Rising
— Neighbors Not Enemies”.

In addition to learning about
the unique history and stories of
survivors of the Crystal City con-
centration camp in Texas, this year’s
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2025 Crystal City Pilgrimage
October 9-12

pilgrimage will frame many of its
programs through the lens of the
present-day attacks on immigrant
communities.

Registration fee is $395 per
person, which covers bus transporta-
tion from the hotel in San Antonio
to Crystal City, pilgrimage-related
meals, and other related pilgrimage
costs. Incarceration survivors, their
descendants, and allies are strongly
encouraged to attend.

Deadline for registration is Aug.
9. To register, go to: www.crystalci-
typilgrimage.org/2025-pilgrimage

The Crystal City Pilgrimage
Committee was awarded a grant to
cover the registration fees for a very
limited number of pilgrims this year.
These registration scholarships are
available to survivors, descendants,
and students who need assistance
with the registration cost. If you
are interested, reach out to Gabriela
Nakashima at gabriela@crystalci-
typilgrimage.org.

The majority of the pilgrimage
will be at DoubleTree San Antonio
Airport Hotel. Participants are asked
to make reservations there. Double-
Tree offers a complimentary shuttle
to and from San Antonio Interna-

tional Airport. Address: 611 NW
Loop 410, San Antonio, TX 78216

Check-in time is 4 p.m. or later.
Check-out time is 12 p.m. on day
of departure. DoubleTree offers the
special rate of $119 per night plus
taxes, single or double.

For reservations, call (888) 728-
3031 or go to www.hilton.com/en/
book/reservation/rooms/. Discount
code: CCP. Group name: Crystal
City Pilgrimage. Must secure with
credit card to guarantee reservation.

If you are interested in extending
your stay beyond Oct. 9-12, call to
book

About the 2025 Pilgrimage

Organized under the central
theme of “Neighbors Not Enemies”
in a time of renewed anti-immigrant
rhetoric, this year’s pilgrimage
honors the memory of the men,
women, and children imprisoned
in the World War II Department of
Justice (DOJ) Crystal City Family
Internment Camp, some of whom
were arrested as a result of the Alien
Enemies Act of 1798.

Organized by the volunteer-led
Crystal City Pilgrimage Committee,
the program will feature an oppor-
tunity to stamp the Ireicho Book of
Names, and a tour of the My Story
Museum — a local history museum
featuring the first permanent exhibit
dedicated to the wartime incarcera-
tion in Crystal City.

Pilgrimage events will be held
in San Antonio, where conference-
style presentations will be given,
and include a day trip to Crystal
City, where participants will visit
the confinement site and My Story
Museum.

This is currently the only pilgrim-
age to a DOJ detention site where
Japanese Americans and Japanese
Latin Americans were held from
1942-1948. As a DOJ site, it housed
“non-citizen” families of Japanese,
German, and Italian ancestry whom
the FBI and Naval Intelligence be-
gan arresting in the days and weeks
after the attack on Pearl Harbor
under the Alien Enemies Act.

Dispersed across the country in
one of several dozen confinement
sites administered by DOJ, Army, or

Immigration Naturalization Service,
these incarcerees were later able to
apply for transfer to Crystal City,
where they would be reunited with
their families. However, in order
to join their loved ones in Crystal
City, Japanese Americans incarcer-
ated in the War Relocation Author-
ity Camps had to first consent to
deportation.

Not only did Crystal City hold
close to a thousand Germans and
a handful of Italian nationals, the
site was also unique because it was
where so-called “enemy aliens”
from Latin America were held. As
part of a planned prisoner-of-war
exchange, the federal government
orchestrated the kidnapping and
deportation of Japanese, German,
and Italian community leaders from
Latin America.

Those with families were sent to
Crystal City, including more than
2,000 Japanese Peruvians and other
Latinx Nikkei. Many renunciants
from Tule Lake and other American
concentration camps were later sent
to Crystal City.

The Alien Enemies Act, invoked
by President Franklin Delano Roo-
sevelt, provided the legal precedent
for all of this. Crystal City Pilgrim-
age Committee, along with Tsuru for
Solidarity and the JACL, condemn
the invocation of the Alien Enemies
Act under the current administra-
tion.

Participants in the pilgrimage
will learn more about this unique
history and how it links to today’s
immigration and human rights
struggle. Docents from the local
community will lead participants
on bus tours of the confinement site.

A memorial program is planned
with the participation of local Crys-
tal City residents at the site monu-
ment, located where two Japanese
Peruvian girls tragically drowned
in 1944,

Attendees will also get to visit
My Story Museum, which features
the camp exhibit titled “America’s
Last WWII Concentration Camp,”
in addition to exhibits on the Chi-
cano Movement in Zavala County,
1969 Crystal City student walkouts,
and stories of local veterans.

“Atomic People” features the extraordinary stories of 15 survivors

New Documentary Features Personal
Accounts of Last A-Bomb Survivors

As the world marks the 80th an-
niversary of the first and only atomic
bombs used in warfare, the critically
acclaimed “Atomic People” pro-
vides a powerful historical record,
capturing the first-hand testimony
of the last Japanese survivors of
the blasts.

“Atomic People” premieres
Monday, Aug. 4, from 7 to 8:30
p.m. (check local listings) on PBS,
PBS.org and the PBS app, which is
available on iOS, Android, Roku,
Apple TV, Amazon Fire TV, Android
TV, Samsung Smart TV, Chromecast
and VIZIO.

The decision by the U.S. to drop
atomic bombs on two Japanese cit-
ies — Hiroshima on Aug. 6, 1945,
and Nagasaki three days later — was
one of the most momentous and
destructive in world history.

The bomb known as “Little Boy,”

which decimated Hiroshima, was
2,000 times more powerful than
any bomb before, instantly killing
approximately 80,000 of the city’s
350,000 residents. By the end of
the year, the death toll would rise
to 140,000 as initial survivors suc-
cumbed to illnesses connected to
radiation exposure.

In Nagasaki, where approxi-
mately 40,000 were killed instantly,
the number would rise to 74,000 by
the end of the year.

Now, 80 years later, “Atomic
People” presents the testimony of
some of the last hibakusha — the
Japanese term for survivors of the
two atomic bombs — before their
voices are lost forever. With an
average age of 85, the hibakusha
were children when the bombs
were dropped. Combining their
devastating personal recollections

with archival footage, the film is an
invaluable record of the only people
left on Earth to have survived a
nuclear bomb and a moving account
of how their experiences shaped the
rest of their lives.

Winner of the 2025 BAFTA
Award for the Best Specialist Fac-
tual Programme, “Atomic People”
has been praised as “incredible”
(The Sun), “deeply moving” (The
Guardian), “90 minutes of quiet
heartbreak”™ (The Irish Independent),
and “an excellent documentary all
the more powerful for its sober un-
derstatedness” (The Times).

“Atomic People,” produced by
Minnow Films, is filmed and co-di-
rected by Benedict Sanderson, pro-
duced and co-directed by Megumi
Inman. The executive producer is
Morgan Matthews and Mitsu Hagi-
wara is the U.S. producer. The film
is edited by Otto Burnham. Emma
Loach is the commissioning editor
for the BBC. Banijay Rights handles
international distribution.
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Gardena Buddhist Church 1517
W. 166th St, Gardena 90247, 310-
327-9400. Gardenabuddhistchurch.
org.

Higashi Honganji Buddhist Tem-
ple 505 E. 3rd St, L.A. 90013,
213-626-4200. hhbt-la.org. Bishop
Noriaki Ito.

Jodoshu North America Bud-
dhist Missions P.O. Box 11068, Tor-
rance, CA 90510, 213-346-9666.

Koyasan Buddhist Temple 342 E.
Ist St, L.A. 90012, 213-624-1267.
www.koyasanbetsuin.org.

Las Vegas Buddhist Sangha 4110
N Martin Luther King Blvd, North
Las Vegas, NV 89032, 702-483-
9754. LVBS.org. Led by Bishop
Rev. Marvin Harada and minister’s
assistants. Please join us every
2nd and 4th Sunday of the month
at 10 am.

L.A. Hompa Hongwanji Buddhist
Temple 815 E. Ist St, L.A. 90012,
213-680-9130. nishihongwanji-la.
org, Rimban William Briones.
Services are back in-person. We
do recommend that masks be worn
while indoors.

Long Beach Buddhist Church
2360 Santa Fe Ave, Long Beach
90810, 562-426-4014.

Montebello Plymouth Congre-
gational Church 144 S. Green-
wood Ave. Montebello CA 90640,
(323)721-5568 Montebelloucc.org.
Join us for in-person and online
worship service at 10 am Sunday
mornings or Youtube.com/mpccucc.
Contact mpcc@montebelloucc.org
for details.

Orange County Buddhist Church
909 S. Dale Ave, Anaheim 92804,
714-827-9590. Ocbuddhist.org.
Aug 2 (Sat), 4:30 pm—Shotsuki
Hoyo monthly memorial service
(in-person). Aug 3 (Sun), 10 am—
Tri-Temple seminar 1 of 2 @Kodo
(Speaker: Thomas Calobrisi, PhD,
in-person). Aug 5 (Tue): Office
closed. Aug 6 (Wed), 7 pm—Zoom
mindfulness service. Aug 10 (Sun),
10 am—Tri-Temple seminar 2 of 2 @)
Kodo (Speaker: Thomas Calobrisi,
PhD, in-person). Aug 13 (Wed), 7
pm—Zoom mindfulness service. Aug
17 (Sun), 10 am—Summer Dharma
service @Kodo in-person.

Pasadena Buddhist Temple 1993
Glen Ave, Pasadena 91103, 626-
798-4781. Pasadenabuddhisttemple.
org. Resident minister: Rev. Jundo
Gregory Gibbs.

Senshin Buddhist Temple 1311
W. 37th St, L.A. 90007, 323-731-
4617. senshintemple@gmail.com,
senshintemple.org.

SNI Church (Seicho-No-le) South
Bay Center 14527 S. Vermont Ave,
Gardena 90247.

SNI Church (Seicho-No-le) Orange
Center 2225 E. Lincoln Ave, Ana-
heim, 92806, 714-776-5759.

Union ChurchofL.A.401 E. Third
St, L.A. 90013, 213-629-3876.
www.unionchurchla.org. Email:
English@unionchurchla.org, Nich-
igo@unionchurchla.org Weekly
worship is held at 11 am in-person
and on Zoom.

Venice Hongwanji Buddhist Tem-
ple 12371 Braddock Dr., Culver City,
90230. 310-391-4351. vhbt.org.

W. Covina Buddhist Temple 1203
W. Puente Ave, W. Covina 91790,
626-689-1040. livingdharma.org. On
Sunday, August 3, August Shotsuki
service will be held from 10 am. The
service will be held both in-person
and online. Dharma message will be
delivered by Rev. Miyoshi. Please
contact the temple (wcbt.living-
dharma@gmail.com) to receive a
meeting ID and password to join the
service online.

W.L.A. Buddhist Temple 2003
Corinth Ave, L.A. 90025, 310-477-
7274. Rev. Koho Takata and Rev.
Koe Umezu. Aug 2 (Sat), 10 am—
Shotsuki Hoyo. No Sunday services
in August. No bingo.

Wintersburg Presbyterian Church
2000 N. Fairview St, Santa Ana
92706, 714-740-9400. wintersburg.
org.

Zenshuji Soto Mission 123 S.
Hewitt St, L.A. 90012, 213-624-
8658. Check for details and schedule
changes: www.zenshuji.org. Zen
Aerobics for Seniors and their family
and friends on Sundays, 1 pm offered
online Zoom and in-person when
conditions are deemed safe. Call to
confirm the schedule and check the
website for additional classes.

org

www.gardenabuddhistchurch.org

AUG 2 — Obon Festival, 4:30 pm at Buddhist
Temple of San Diego, 2929 Market St, San Diego. Info:
(619) 239-0896, www.buddhisttemplesandiego.org

AUG 2-3— Obon Festival, 3-9 pm at Gardena Bud-
dhist Church, 1517 W 166th St, Gardena. Food booths,
carnival games, bounce house, giant slide, bingo, taiko
performance. Bon Odori 6-8 pm. Info: (310) 327-9400,

AUG 8-9 — Toro Nagashi Festival, 10 am-6 pm at
Japanese Friendship Garden & Museum in Balboa Park,
2215 Pan American Rd E, San Diego. Floating lantern
ceremony to honor those who have passed at 12, 2 and
4 pm. Fri, dinner (bento box) 7-7:30 pm, ceremony 7:45
pm. Performances, food, beer and sake throughout the
day. Info: (619) 232-2721, www.niwa.org

AUG 16 — Las Vegas Buddhist Sangha Obon Festi-
val, 10 am-4 pm at Bill and Lillie Heinrich YMCA, 4141
Meadows Ln, Las Vegas. Bon Odori; cultural perfor-

OBON AND SUMMER FESTIVALS

AUG 2 — Obon Festival, 12-4 pm at San Luis
Obispo Buddhist Church, 6996 Ontario Rd, San Luis
Obispo. Delicious food, ikebana displays, sweet shop,
new and used Asian goods sale. Kendo demo at 12:30
pm; Ichimi Daiko performance at 1:30 pm; Bon Odori
at 3 pm. Info: (805) 595-2625, www.slobuddhistchurch.

dhistchurch.com

mances including drumming by Kaminari Taiko; raffle
including $2,000 and $000 cash prizes; silent auction
(bid online or in person); memorial lanterns (customize
to honor relatives and friends); craft fair; food trucks.
Info: (702) 483-9754, www.lvbs.org

AUG 16— Natsumatsuri Summer Festival, 12-5 pm
at Japanese American National Museum’s Democracy
Center and Norman Y. Mineta Democracy Plaza, 100 N
Central Ave, Little Tokyo. Cultural performances, sto-
rytime with author and race car driver Nadine Sachiko
Hsu, summer-themed crafts and origami, exclusive
activities connected to JANM’s new exhibition, “Cruis-
ing J-Town.” Info/tickets: www.janm.org/events/2025-
08-16/2025-natsumatsuri-family-festival

AUG 23 — Bon Odori, 3-9:30 pm at Long Beach
Buddhist Church, 2360 Santa Fe Ave, Long Beach.
Ondo dancing, games, taiko performance, yummy
food and more. Info: (562) 426-4014, longbeachbud-

AUG 23 — OCO Club Natsu Matsuri, 4-6 pm at
Tanaka Farms, 5380 3/4 University Dr, Irvine. Dango,
shave ice, kettle corn, roasted corn, squid, sesame
chicken and more. Parking: $25. Carpooling recom-
mended. Must pre-register as parking is limited. Info:
oconatsumatsuri.org

To submit information to our
religion calendar, please contact
Peter Yoon by email at Petery@rafu.
com. Submissions are due by noon
on Friday, one week in advance of
publication.

Anaheim Revive Church
(formerly AFMC) 1001 N. Mayflower
St, Anaheim 92801, 714-827-0782
anaheimrevive.org

Centenary United Methodist
Church 300 S. Central Ave, L.A.
90013, 213-617-9097.

Central Japanese American
Community Church of SDA 2113
East Villa St, Pasadena, 91107. 626-
304-7800.

Chatsworth West United
Methodist Church 10824 Topanga
Canyon Blvd, Chatsworth, 91331.

Christ Episcopal Church 408 S.
Broadway, Redondo Beach, 90277,
310-540-1722.

Christ Presbyterian Church of
Hollywood 4011 W. Clinton St, L.A.
90004, 323-665-358]1.

Church of Perfect Liberty L.A.
1130 W. 223rd St, Torrance, 90502,
310-328-4861.

Crossway Church of San
Fernando Valley (formerly San
Fernando Valley Holiness) 9610
Haddon Ave, Pacoima 91331. 818-
896-1676 (E), 818-899-4115 (J).

Davar Church 1539 E. Howard St,
Pasadena 91104, 626-398-2290.

Evergreen Baptist Church of L.A.
1255 San Gabriel Blvd, Rosemead
91770, 626-280-0477.

Evergreen Baptist Church of San
Gabriel Valley 323 Workman Mill Rd,
La Puente 91746, 626-363-0300.

Faith United Methodist Church
2115 W. 182nd St (at Van Ness),
Torrance 90504, 310-217-7000.

First Presbyterian Church 2775
Lincoln Ave, Altadena 91001, 626-
791-4271.

Gardena Valley Baptist Church
1630 W. 158th Street, Gardena 90247,
310-323-5683.

Gedatsu Church USA 7850
Hill Dr, S. San Gabriel 91770, 626-
288-1212.

Gospel Venture International
Church (GVIC) 17811 S. Western
Ave, Gardena, 90248, 310-527-6112.

Grace First Presbyterian Church
3955 N. Studebaker Rd, Long Beach
90808, 562-420-3393.

Hope Chapel Torrance 3521 W
Lomita Blvd, 2nd Floor, Suite 202,
Torrance 90505.

Japanese American Christian
Chapel 300 Mission Dr, Camarillo
93010, 805-384-9333.

L.A. Holiness Church 3660
S. Gramercy PI, L.A. 90018, 323-
733-5000.

Lutheran Church of the
Resurrection 9812 Hamilton Ave,
Huntington Beach, 92646.

Lutheran Oriental Church 2654
W. 164th St, Torrance 90504, 310-
329-9345.

Mission Valley Free Methodist
Church 1201 S. San Gabriel Blvd, San
Gabriel 91776, 626-285-6788.

New Life Christian Church 1020
W. Kenneth Rd, Glendale 91202, 818-
242-8801.

Newport Beach Higashi Honganji
254 Victoria St, Costa Mesa 92627,
949-722-1202.

Nichiren Shu Buddhist Temple
2801 E. 4th St, L.A. 90033, 323-
262-7886.

Orange County Christian
Church 4872 Bishop St, Cypress
90630, 714-827-2801.

Palos Verdes Baptist Church 28
Moccasin Lane, Rolling Hills Estates
90274,310-541-1811.

Pioneer Ocean View United
Church of Christ 2550 Fairfield St,
San Diego, 92110, 619-276-4881.

Resplendent Light Community
Church 3200 Ocean Park Blvd, Santa
Monica, 90405, 310-450-0459.

Rise OC 3198-B Airport Loop Dr,
Costa Mesa 92626, 714-641-1944.

Rissho Kosei-kai Buddhist
Church of L.A. 2701 E. 1st St, L.A.
90033, 323-269-4741.

Sage Granada Park United
Methodist Church 1850 W. Hellman
Ave, Alhambra 91803, 626-284-3229.

San Fernando Valley Hongwanji
Buddhist Temple 9450 Remick Ave,
Pacoima 91331, 818-899-4030.

South Bay Adventist Church
401 S. Prospect Ave, Redondo Beach,
90277, 323-214-3123.

South Bay Japanese Episcopal
Church 408 S. Broadway, Redondo
Beach, 90277, 323-616-4208.

Sozenji Buddhist Temple 3020
W. Beverly Blvd, Montebello 90640,
323-724-6866.

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church

1432 Engracia Ave, Torrance, 90501,
310-328-3781.

St. Francis Xavier Chapel
Japanese Catholic Center (Mary-
knoll) 222 S. Hewitt St, L.A. 90012,
213-626-2279.

St. John’s Episcopal Cathedral
514 West Adams Blvd, Los Angeles,
90017, 213-747-6285.

St. Mary’s Episcopal Church 961
S. Mariposa Ave, L.A. 90006, 213-
387-1334.

Sukyo Mahikari Centers for
Spiritual Development 860 E.
Mariposa St, Altadena, 91001, 626-
529-4160, 23151 Camino Altozano,
Rancho Santa Margarita, 949-459-
1409 and 3525 Lomita Blvd., Torrance,
310-987-3082.

Sunrise Foursquare Church 5853
Laurel Canyon Blvd, Valley Village
91607, 818-782-8738.

Sunrise Van Nuys Church 14705
Wyandotte St, Van Nuys 91405, 818-
782-8738.

Tenrikyo Mission HQ in America
2727 E. First St, L.A. 90033, 323-
261-3379.

Torrance First Lutheran Church
2900 Carson St, Torrance 90503, 310-
320-9920.

Venice Free Methodist 4871
Centinela Ave, L.A. 90066, 310-
822-8094.

W. Covina Christian Church 1100
E. Cameron Ave, W. Covina 91790,
626-917-0743.

Westlight Community Church
2650 Federal Avenue, L.A., 90064.

W.L.A. Holiness Church 1710 S.
Butler Ave, L.A. 90025, 310-473-2138
(E), 310-473-2130 (J).

W.L.A. United Methodist Church
1913 Purdue Ave, L.A. 90025, 310-
479-1379.

FIA INSURANCE SERVICES, Inc.
373 Van Ness Ave., Ste 240
Torrance, CA 90501

[Lic# 01755794]
(626) 795-7059 Fax (626) 792-2321
FRANK IWASAKI-OBA INSURANCE
121 N. Woodburn Dr.

Los Angeles, CA 90049

[Lic# 0041676]

(323) 879-2184  Fax (310) 472-0648

[Lic# 0693824]
(310) 781-2066

JAPANESE CASUALTY
INSURANCE ASSOCIATION

COMPLETE INSURANCE PROTECTION

KAMIYA INSURANCE AGENCY
Charles M. Kamiya & Sons, Inc.

373 Van Ness Ave. # 200
Torrance, CA 90501

Fax (310) 961-9516

J.C.LA. Officer
President Edward Kamiya

THE J. MOREY COMPANY, Inc.
10833 Valley View St., # 550
Cypress, CA 90630

[Lic# 0655907]

(714) 562-5910  Fax (714) 562-8747

KAGAWA INSURANCE AGENCY, Inc.
340 E. Second St. # 309

Los Angeles, CA 90013

[Lic# 0542624]

(213) 628-1800  Fax (213) 628-1926
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We welcome submissions to our
Events Calendar. Email information
to jyamamoto@rafu.com.

AUG 1-23 — “Considering Sum-
mer 2025 at Patricia Sweetow Gal-
lery, 1700 S Santa Fe Ave, Suite 351,
Los Angeles. 12 artists, including
Wakana Kimura, reframe memory,
loss, ceremony, family, history,
politics, culture, labor, and the here
and now through textiles, ceram-
ics, paint, drawing, metal, beads,
repurposed miscellany, and glass.
Hours: Closed Sun-Mon; 11 am-6
pm Tue-Sat. Info: (213) 265-7471,
www.patriciasweetowgallery.com

AUG 1-30 — “how deep how
far we can go” at Perrotin Los
Angeles, 5036 W Pico Blvd, Los
Angeles. Hours: Closed Sun-Mon,
10 am-6 pm Tue-Sat. Exhibition by
internationally acclaimed artist Aya
Takano, her 11th solo exhibition
with the gallery, brings together new
paintings, drawings, and installa-
tions that explore memory, ancestral
consciousness, and the timeless con-
nection between all beings — human
and non-human alike. Info: (323)
433-4063. www.perrotin.com

AUG 1-NOV 12 — JANM on
the Go presents “Cruising J-Town:
Behind the Wheel of the Nikkei
Community” at Peter and Merle
Mulin Gallery, ArtCenter College of
Design, 1111 S Arroyo Pkwy, Pasa-
dena. Curated by cultural scholar
and writer Dr. Oliver Wang, the
exhibition chronicles the people
and stories behind how Japanese
Americans have played vital roles
in countless car scenes throughout
the region. Info: www.janm.org/
exhibits/cruising-j-town

AUG 3 — Hiroshima-Nagasaki
memorial service, 2 pm at Koyasan
Buddhist Temple, 342 E Ist St,
Little Tokyo. 80th anniversary com-
memoration by American Society of
Hiroshima-Nagasaki A-Bomb Sur-
vivors (ASA). Speaker: Hiroshima
survivor Howard Kakita. Venue info:
(213) 624-1267, koyasanbetsuin.org

AUG 5 and 8 —Shinto Shrine
of Shusse Inari in America presents
Irei-sai Memorial Ceremony and
Prayer for Peace to commemorate
80th anniverary of atomic bombing
of Hiroshima on YouTube, Aug 5 at
4:10 pm with Hiroshima survivor
Howard Kakita. Silent Prayer and
Bells for Peace to remember Naga-
saki, Aug 8 at 7 pm. Info: Shintol-
nari.org

AUG 7 — The Alex Duong Has
Cancer in His Eye Comedy Benefit
Show, 8 pm at Largo at the Coro-
net, 366 N La Cienega Blvd, Los
Angeles. Featuring Ronny Chieng,
Atsuko Okatsuka, Andrw Jin, Fumi
Abe and special guest in support of
comedian Alex Duong. $60. Tickets:
https://wl.seetickets.us/event/the-
alex-duong-has-cancer-in-his-eye-
comedy-benefit-show/657299?aftlk
y=LargoAtTheCoronet

Through AUG 7 — “m/Other,”
solo exhibition by Ibuki Kuramochi,
at Japan Foundation Los Angeles,
5700 Wilshire Blvd, #100, Los
Angeles. A meditation on kinship,
the maternal, and otherness. Harpist
Sara Kawai will be a special guest
performer at the closing on Aug
7 at 7 pm. Hours: Mon-Fri, 12-8
pm; Sat, 10 am-3 pm; closed Sun.
Free admission. Info: www.jflalc.
org/event-details.php/277/ibuki-
kuramochi-solo-exhibition

AUG 9 — “Breaking the Si-
lence,” 9 am-3 pm at Gardena
Buddhist Church, 1517 W 166th
St, Gardena. Hosted by Ichi-Mi, it
will explore LGBT+ identifies and
experiences within the Jodo Shinshu
Buddhist community. Preceded by
informal social gathering Aug 8 at 7
pm. Registration: https://givebutter.
com/ichimi25-breakingsilence

AUG 9 — Anne Soon Choi,
author of “LA Coroner: Thomas

Noguchi and Death in Hollywood,”
in conversation with mystery author
Naomi Hirahara, 10 am-12 pm at
Little Tokyo Branch Library, 203 S
Los Angeles St, Little Tokyo. First-
ever biography of Dr. Thomas Nogu-
chi, former chief medical examiner
of LA County, who performed the
autopsies of Marilyn Monroe, RFK
and other public figures. To RSVP.
email Itokyo@]lapl.org or sign up at
Reference Desk. For ADA accom-
modations, call (213) 228-7430 at
least 72 hours prior to the event.

AUG 9 —Jun Asai piano concert,
2 pm at Zipper Hall, The Coburn
School, 200 S Grand Ave, Los An-
geles. Featuring works by Schubert,
Chopin, Ravel, Rachmaninoff. Spon-
sored by Davar Church. Free but
seats are limited. Reservations:
www.davarkg.com

AUG 9-17 — Nisei Week Japa-
nese Festival in Little Tokyo. Events
include cultural exhibits, Aug 8-9,
16-17 at Japanese American Cul-
tural & Community Center; Karate
Exhibition and Tournament, Aug 9
at Terasaki Budokan; Coronation
and Awards Celebration, Aug 9 at
Aratani Theatre; Grand Parade, Aug
10; Pioneer Spirit Awards Luncheon,
Aug 13 at Toshizo Watanabe Culi-
nary Cultural Center; Plaza Festival,
Aug 16-17 at JACCC Plaza; Taiko
Gathering, Aug 17 at JACCC Plaza;
Ondo Public Street Dancing and
Closing Ceremony, Aug 17 on First
Street. Info: (213) 687-7193, https://
niseiweek.org

AUG 9-DEC 13 — Hiro’s Bo-
kashi Workshop. Aug 9, 1-3 pm at
Zenshuji Soto Mission, 123 S Hewitt
St, Los Angeles. Oct 11, 10 am-12
pm at Isamu Noguchi Plaza, 244 S
San Pedro St, Little Tokyo. Dec 13,
1-3 pm at Zenshuji Soto Mission.
Learn the Okinawan tradition of
bokashi composting, an anaerobic
process that uses a special addi-
tive to ferment kitchen waste into
healthy soil and nutrient-rich fertil-
izer for your plants. $15 + $1.50
fee, includes DIY bokashi bag and
mottainai refreshment. Supplies
and bokashi kits, $35 each. Info/
tickets: https://jaccc.org/events/
hiros-bokashi-workshop-2025/

AUG 9-31 — “Unfolding Memo-
ries: Art of Testimony” at LA Art-
core, 120 Judge John Aiso St, Little
Tokyo. Exhibition by visual artist
Chiho Harazaki explores themes of
memory, identity, and cultural ten-
sion, inviting audiences to reflect
on the enduring impact of wartime
trauma. Inspired by interviews with
individuals who experienced war in
Japan and the US. Opening recep-
tion and live event Aug. 16, 5-9 pm.
Gallery hours: Thur-Sun, 12-4 pm.
Info: chihoharazaki.com or follow @
chiho harazaki on Instagram.

AUG 10 — “Shadows for Peace:
The Hiroshima and Nagasaki Experi-
ence,” 3-5 pm at Gardena Buddhist
Church, 1517 W 166th St, Gardena.
Program marking 80th anniversary
of 1945 atomic bombings includes
live and recorded testimonials from
survivors, documentary footage,
moderated discussion, audience
Q&A. Info/RSVP: AbombSurvi-
vors@gmail.com

AUG 10-12 — Isao Takahata’s
“Grave of the Fireflies” (1988) at
selected theaters. Aug 10, 4 and 7
pm; Aug 11, 7 pm; Aug 12, 7 pm.
In the final days of WWII, a young
boy and girl are left to fend for
themselves after an American air raid
kills their mother. English subtitles.
Theater locations and tickets: www.
fathomentertainment.com/releases/
grave-of-the-fireflies-studio-ghibli-
fest-2025/

AUG 15 — ESL (Ethnic Super
Laughs) Comedy, 8 pm at Fanatic
Salon Theater, 3915 Sawtelle Blvd,
Culver City. “Comedy Exposion:
The Day We Cannot bomb” hosted
by Kazu Kusano and Miyo, featur-

ing Amir Kabiri, Helen Hong, Kathy
Duft, Andy Van. $20. Info: https:/
fanaticsalon.com

AUG 16 — Car Show Fund-
raiser, 10 am-3 pm at Gardena Valley
Japanese Cultural Institute, 1964 W
162nd St, Gardena. Pinewood derby
races, free gaes for kids, vendor
booths, Okamoto Kitchen food truck,
Handel’s Homemade Ice Cream.
Early bird tickets (order by July 31),
$10. General admission: $15. Free
for children 12 and under. Info: (310)
324-6611, www.jci-gardena.org

AUG 16 — Capitol Crimes pres-
ents “History and Mystery,” 1-3 pm
online. Panel featuring award-win-
ning authors Shelley Blanton-Stroud,
Cheryl Head and Naomi Hirahara,
moderated by Jennifer K. Morita.
They will discuss how they weave
historical research with fiction, nail
the details without weighing down
their stories, and recreate a time and
place for their readers. Registration:
https://capitolcrimes.org

AUG 16 — “Crazy Talented
Asians,” 8 pm at David Henry
Hwang Theatre, 120 N Judge John
Aiso St, Little Tokyo. Featuring
Aman Batra, Haven Everly, Leah
Lewis, Jasmine Rafael, Justine
Rafael, Alyssa Rafael, Allen Lucky
Weaver, Grace Yoo, 8 Eyes, EWP’s
“Spring Awakening” cast reunion.
Presented by AJ Rafael and East
West Players. Info/tickets: eastwest-
players.org

Through AUG 17 — Noren Ex-
hibition at MISE )& at Toshizo Wata-
nabe Exhibition Center, Japanese
American Cultural & Community
Center, 244 S San Pedro St, Little
Tokyo. Designed by calligrapher
Kuniharu Yoshida, with support from
Mimi Wada and Kohei Matsuno, this
installation features 24 noren, fabric
dividers traditionally hung in door-
ways, each inscribed with a word or
phrase that welcomes visitors into
the space. Hours: Sun-Mon, closed;
Tue-Fri, by appointment; Sat, 11
am-5 pm. Free; no RSVP required.
Info: (213) 656-1120, mise@jaccc.
org, https://jaccc.org/events/noren-
exhibition/

AUG 20 — Izakaya Sunsets:
Chill, 5-8 pm at Toshizo Watanabe
Culinary Cultural Center/James
Irvine Japanese Garden, Japanese
American Cultural & Community
Center, 244 S San Pedro St, Little
Tokyo. Sip Japanese spirits and
beers either indoors or outdoors
while DJ Korean Abdul Jabbar sets
the vibe with city pop and mid-
tempo grooves. Enjoy seasonal small
bites curated by JACCC Chef Gary
Matsumoto. You’ll also receive an
otoshi, a small appetizer served as
a welcoming gesture to start your
experience. Admission: $5. Must
be 21+. Tickets: https://jaccc.org/
events/izakaya-sunsets-chill/

AUG 22 — A Walk with Mineo
Mizuno, artist-led tour, 3:30-5 pm
(meet at 3 pm) at The Huntington
Library, Art Museum and Botanical
Gardens, 1151 Oxford Rd, San Ma-
rino. Mizuno is a California-based
artist known for blending Japanese
aesthetics with natural materials.
Japan America Society of SoCal
members and students, $35; non-
members, $45. Optional network-
ing afterwards at a nearby brewery/
restaurant (self-pay). RSVP by Aug
6. Register: www.jas-socal.org/
event-6253849

AUG 22 — “T Am an American:
The Nisei Soldier Experience Trav-
eling Exhibit” South Bay event at
East Room, El Camino College,
16007 Crenshaw Blvd, Torrance.
Reception 6 pm, program 7 pm.
Preview of 11-city tour featur-
ing soldiers who served in the
100th/442nd and MIS. Speakers:
Gen. Eric Shinseki (retired), 34th
chief of staff, US Army; Christine
Sato-Yamazaki executive director,
National Veterans Network; David
Ono, KABC news anchor and docu-
mentary filmmaker. Panel discus-
sion with Nisei veteran families.
Info/RSVP: Helen Ota, Helen@
nvnvets.org, or https://nvnvets.org/
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