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TORRENTIAL RAINS: Atleasttwo
people were feared dead and others
remain missing in southwestern
Japan on Aug. 11 as torrential
rains battered the region (pictured),
triggering floods and landslides,
according to local authorities and
rescuers. The Japan Meteorologi-
cal Agency issued a special heavy
rain warning for parts of Kumamoto
Prefecture but downgraded it to a
heavy rain warning in the afternoon,
while still urging residents in the af-
fected areas to remain alert. Aman
who was evacuating with his family
went missing after their car was
sweptaway by alandslidein Kosain
the prefecture. The motherand two
children were rescued, while local
police said they were confirming
the identity of a man who was later
found nearby with no vital signs. In
Yatsushiro, a woman with no vital
signs was found inside a car that
had fallen into an irrigation canal.
There were also reports of people
being swept away and landslides
washing away houses and cars
in the prefecture and neighboring
Fukuoka Prefecture.

in the news

BOOK THEFTS: A 38-year-old
man is facing a federal charge
for allegedly stealing hundreds of
thousands of dollars worth of rare
and historical Chinese manuscripts
from the UCLA library system, ac-
cording to court papers obtained
Aug. 8. Jeffrey Ying of Fremont, in
Alameda County, is charged with
theft of major artwork, a felony
punishable by up to 10 years in
federal prison, the Justice Depart-
ment said. Ying, who is in state
custody, is expected to make his
initial appearance in Los Angeles
federal court in the coming days.
According to an affidavit filed in
the case, Ying stole rare books and
manuscripts worth nearly $216,000
from UCLA’s library from December
2024 to July 2025. He would rent
the documents, bringthemhometo
the Bay Areafordays atatime, then
returnadummy manuscriptinstead
of the authentic one, prosecutors
allege. He typically then allegedly
traveled to and from China within
several days of the thefts. The
affidavit says that library officials
noticed that several rare Chinese
manuscripts were missing from
the UCLA East Asian Library, and
an initial investigation revealed
the books were last viewed by a
visitor who identified himself as
“Alan Fujimori.” Due to the rarity
and value of the books, they are
not in regular circulation in the
library and must be reserved and
checked out. UCLA staff reported
receiving information thatthe name
Alan Fujimori is associated with a
known book thief responsible for
committing similar thefts at UC
Berkeley, according to the affidavit.

correction

In the Aug. 8 article about the
atomic bomb commemoration at
Koyasan, the mayor of Hiroshima
should have been identified as
Kazumi Matsui.
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Kimi Look’s connection to her
Nikkei roots runs deep.

“Nisei Week is something that has
always meant a lot to my family. It’s
a multi-generational festival, so it
really brings something for everyone
to look forward to.

“After my grandmother passed
away, my family invested in a really
nice scanner, and I started to digitize
all of her photos and documents, and
once I saw a different side of her
that I had seen growing up as a kid,
it really inspired
me to learn more
about our com-
munity and our
history.”

During the
83rd annual Ni-
sei Week Coro-
nation on Aug.
9, the 25-year-
old Look was
crowned Nisei
Week Queen.
Born in Tor-
rance, she has a
Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree from
the University of
Massachusetts-
Boston. Her com-
munity platform
is the Go For
Broke National
Education Cen-
ter, and she is sponsored by the Gar-
dena Evening Optimist Club.

In her introduction, she described
her passion for making ice cream. To
her, it signifies a place for storytell-
ing, especially across generations.
“It brings [the younger ones] to the
table,” while preserving the traditions
of “those that came before us.” By
“reminiscing on flavors of matcha
or yuzu, it brings back memories
that spark conversations of the past.”

Look’s mother, Alyssa Watanabe,
communicated her pride for her
daughter in an interview with The
Rafu Shimpo.

“My father was a Little Tokyo
physician, and his office was at the
corner of First and Central, and we
used to watch the parade from the
second floor of his office. So it’s

of the event.
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Kimi Look Crowned 2025 Nisel1 Week Queen

Court includes First Princess Megan Miyamoto, Miss Tomodachi Mika Dyo.

always been a special thing for us,
and it’s very exciting to see her be a
part of what has been a long family
tradition for us,” Watanabe said.

This year’s theme, “Kansha” (/&
) or gratitude, represents the thank-
fulness that Japanese Americans hold
for the past generations — the Isseli,
Nisei, and Sansei. 2024 Nisei Week
Queen Morgan Mayuko Gee noted
that it was the perfect description of
her feelings towards her own court,
and gave her best wishes to the new
queen.

Please see Nisei Week Queen, page 2

JUN NAGATA / The Rafu Shimpo

Actress/activist Tamlyn Tomita and ABC7 news
anchor/reporter David Ono returned as co-emcees

1300 W. BEVERLY BLVD., MONTEBELLO, CA 90640

MIKEY HIRANO CULROSS / The Rafu Shimpo

Kimi Look takes her first walk as Nisei Week Queen, after being selected
from seven candidates during Saturday night’s coronation at the Aratani
Theatre in Little Tokyo. The 25-year-old Torrance native was sponsored
by the Gardena Evening Optimist Club.

The entire 2025 court are (from left) Princess Mia Miyoko Takatsuka, Princess Samantha Kimiyo Cirelli, Miss
Tomodachi Mika Fumiyo Megumi Dyo, Queen Kimi Look, First Princess Megan Ayumi Miyamoto, Princess
Emma Yasuko Shojinaga Fukunaga and Princess Casey Mariko Kuramoto.

23 Scholars Recognized with 2025 JATCSF Scholarships

Twenty-three college-bound high
school seniors were each presented
with $2,000 scholarships recently
during the 2025 Japanese American
Treaty Centennial Scholarship Fund
(JATCSF) luncheon.

To date, the program has awarded
more than $1 million throughout its
65-year history.

“We had an impressive group
of applicants this year with am-
bitious goals and exception-
ally bright futures,” said Kitty
Sankey, JATCSF president, who
also chairs the scholarship se-
lection and planning committee.

“We’re honored to support these
students as they embark on the
next chapter in their lives.”

Also addressing the scholars was
Consul General Kenko Sone, honor-
ary president of the JATCSF, in one
of his last events before he returns
to Tokyo.

The 23 high school scholars and
the universities they plan to attend are:

Enzo Kei Arakaki, North
Torrance High School, UC San Diego

Ryan Kenji Erber, Eunice
Sato Academy of Math & Science,
Stanford University
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Coco Funakoshi, Redondo Union
High School, UCLA

Gavin Yanai Herbers, West
Torrance High School, UCLA

Ryan Yanai Herbers, West
Torrance High School, University of
Southern California

Ethan Kazuo Ikenaga, South
Pasadena High School, California
Polytechnic State University, San
Luis Obispo

Jovie Lee, South Torrance High
School, Washington State University

Mia Mayeda, North Torrance
High School, USC

JAPANESE AMERICAN TREATY CENTENNIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND, INC.

JATCSF Scholars Presentation & Recog
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The 2025 JATCSF scholarship recipients with Consul General Kenko Sone and Mami Sone, JATCSF President
Kitty Sankey, Vice Chair Haru Takehana, keynote speaker Mark Langill of the Los Angeles Dodgers, JATCSF

trustees and scholarship donors.

Koi McCray, South Torrance
High School, CSU Long Beach

Madison Yoshiko Mendoza,
WISH Academy High School, UCLA

Sage Misumi, North Torrance
High School, Biola University

Kate Murakami, South Torrance
High School, UC Berkeley

Kaitlyn Nakagawa, Los
Alamitos High School, UC Berkeley

Anon Saito, South Torrance High
School, CSU Long Beach

Carter Sakai, Flintridge Prepara-
tory School, Rice University

Palio Shibata, Redondo
Union High School, University of
Washington, Seattle

Rei Smartt, North Hollywood
High School, UC Santa Barbara

Tyler Tanaka, North Torrance
High School, CSU Long Beach

Remy Tsukahira, New West
Charter High School, Northwestern
University

Corey Umamoto, California
Academy of Math and Science, USC

Hina Usuda, South Torrance
High School, Claremont McKenna
College

Katelyn Emi Watanuki, North
Torrance High School, UC Irvine

Madilyn Kaori Yee, West Covina
High School, UC Irvine

In addition to the scholars, Happy
Mizutani, a real estate broker and
longtime JATCSF trustee, was hon-
ored for his dedication and financial
contributions to the JATCFES scholar-
ship fund.

Los Angeles Dodgers histori-
an Mark Langill was the keynote
speaker.

Please see Scholarships, page 4
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Little Tokyo
Legacy Business
Mitsuru Sushi
& Grill to Close
Its Doors After
49 Years

After nearly 50 years as a Little
Tokyo mainstay, the venerable Mit-
suru Sushi & Grill, known for its
unique blend of Japanese and Ameri-
can food, announced that it will be
closing and its last day of service
will be Aug. 31.

Originally opened in 1976 as a
lunch counter in a space it shared
with the Kyodo Drug Store at the
same location, Mitsuru Sushi &
Grill was run by Mamoru Hanamure
and his older sister since its incep-
tion. Mitsuru is a full sushi bar and
known for many dishes that combine
breakfast meats like Spam, sausage
and hamburger with Japanese rice,
like its specialty “gacha” breakfasts.

“For almost five decades, Mit-
suru Sushi & Grill has been a place
where members of our Little Tokyo
community have gathered together,”
said Kristin Fukushima, executive
director of Little Tokyo Community
Council (LTCC). “In many ways,

e FAX (213) 687-0737

Please see Mitsuru Grill, page 3

Mitsuru Sushi & Grill on First
Street is a Little Tokyo institution.

CAPAC Members
Demand Answers
About ICE’s
Treatment of
Asian Immigrants

WASHINGTON — Congressional
Asian Pacific American Caucus
(CAPAC) Chair Grace Meng (D-
N.Y.) and Rep. Dave Min (D-Irvine)
on Aug. 8 led 14 AAPI Members
of Congress in a new letter to the
Department of Homeland Security
(DHS) demanding answers into the
Trump Administration’s treatment
of lawful permanent residents (LPR)
and immigrants with lawful status
who are of Asian descent.

Over the past several months,
multiple reports have emerged of
Asian Americans and Pacific Island-
ers being detained by U.S. Customs
and Border Protection (CBP) and Im-
migration and Customs Enforcement
(ICE) and denied their constitutional
rights, including access to legal coun-
sel and due process.

The letter notes the concerning
treatment of specific individuals:

“One such case involves Tae
Heung ‘Will’ Kim, a lawful perma-
nent resident and Ph.D. candidate
at Texas A&M University, who
was detained upon returning from a
family trip to South Korea. He was
held for nearly a week and denied
contact with both his family and legal
counsel. When Mr. Kim’s attorney at-
tempted to contact him, CBP officials
reportedly claimed that Mr. Kim had
no right to speak to his attorney and
that the Constitution did not apply
to his client.

“In another instance, Yeonsoo Go,
a 20-year-old Purdue University stu-
dent who immigrated to the United
States in 2021, was detained by ICE
after attending a routine visa hearing.
Go first immigrated to the United
States on a dependent R-2 religious
worker visa with her mother, who is
an Episcopal priest. The attorney for
Go stated the R-2 visa was renewed

Please see CAPAC, page 4
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Japan x USA Games Strengthen
Ties Between Torrance and Oshu

By MILES ANDERSON

SPECIAL TO THE RAFU

At a time when the world seems
to be pulling itself apart at the seams,
it’s nice to know that there are those
working tirelessly to build bridges
and bring people together.

Last weekend, we saw the efforts
of some of those folks play out in
the latest version of the Japan x USA
Friendship Games in Torrance.

The Friendship Games are in-
tended to celebrate the friendship
between the U.S. and Japan through
baseball while providing young play-
ers with the opportunity to experi-
ence different cultures and baseball
styles.

The program has been running
in some form for the past 15 years
or so and has always involved high
school-age baseball teams from the
South Bay visiting Japan to partake
in America’s pastime, or vice versa.

In addition to on-field activities,
the program fosters cultural ex-
change and understanding through
homestays and other group activities.

Charles “Chuck” Ono, founder
of 310 Baseball, a non-profit travel
baseball program serving Torrance,
Redondo Beach, and surrounding
cities for ages 10U through high
school, developed the concept.
“I wanted to promote something
beyond just baseball,” Ono said,
“We’re not here looking to nurture
the Shohei Ohtani’s or Mike Trout’s

of the world. I hope that these kids
will genuinely benefit from this ex-
perience, and you never know, some
may cross borders and pursue dreams
because of things we were able to
share with them.

310 Baseball said in a statement
last week, “What an incredible day
as we took our guests ... to Dodger
Stadium to watch the Los Angeles
Dodgers play during the first week of
the USA x Japan Friendship Games!
From the roar of the crowd to seeing
their favorite players in action, this
unforgettable trip added a special
touch to their experience. Beyond the
games played and the bonds formed
on the field, moments like these high-
light the power of baseball to create
lasting connections and lifelong
memories. Here’s to more shared
experiences, incredible friendships,
and celebrating the love of the game
together!”

This year’s expanded event in-
cluded support and active participa-
tion from the City of Torrance, major
sponsorship from Toyota Hydrogen
Solutions, a celebrity manager over-
seeing the Oshu team in the person
of Toru Ohtani (Shohei’s dad), and
20 highly skilled high school players
from Japan; not to mention the host
families that housed all of the partici-
pants from Japan and the community
that showed up en masse to support
the games.

In bringing this year’s event to

Please see “Oshu-Torrance,” page 4

Courtesy Jon Kaji

North High School principal Paul Niitake, Coach Toru Ohtani, Mayor
George Chen, Councilman Jon Kaji and management intern Larissa
Lawson during the opening ceremonies on Aug. 8 at North High.

Honoring Legacy: Japanese American Veterans Carrying the Torch

On a warm August afternoon last Sunday, the streets of Little Tokyo bore
witness to a powerful symbol of heritage, sacrifice, and resilience.

As part of the 2025 Nisei Week Parade, the Veterans Memorial Court Alliance
(VMCA) and the Asian American Community Media Project (AAcomp) proudly
helped gather Japanese American veterans from every major conflict in recent
U.S. history — from World War II to Iraq and Afghanistan — for a momentous
march that honored the generations of service across decades.

This year, marking the 50th anniversary of the end of the Vietnam War, the
Nisei Week Foundation bestowed its Inspiration Award to the Japanese Ameri-
can Vietnam veterans. Before commencing their march, VMCA and AAcomp
captured a historic group photo of all parade march participants, placing the
Vietnam veterans prominently at the front.

Each individual in the image stands not only as a testament to personal courage
but also as a proud descendant of the trailblazing Nisei soldiers whose service
in World War II forever changed the nation’s perception of Japanese Americans.

The photo and its accompanying listing of names and service branches
underscore more than military valor — they affirm lineage and legacy. These
veterans are the honored inheritors of the WWII Nisei warrior spirit: the 100th
Infantry Battalion, the 442nd Regimental Combat Team, and the Military Intel-
ligence Service, whose bravery, loyalty, and sacrifice earned admiration across
the country, even while their families faced internment at home.

Today’s veterans have upheld that legacy with dignity and resolve. From
the frozen terrain of Korea to the jungles of Vietnam, the deserts of Iraq to the
mountains of Afghanistan, they have borne the burden of service while honor-
ing the values instilled by their forebears. And to the Vietnam veterans, whose
return was met with far too little recognition and gratitude, we say now, with
deep sincerity and reverence: Welcome home.

This gathering was not merely ceremonial. It was generational. VMCA remains
committed to preserving the Japanese American Memorial Court, where the names
of those who made the ultimate sacrifice are etched in granite.

In contrast, for those veterans who survived, AAcomp remains committed

to proudly preserving their vital stories of loyalty, service, and commitment.

This year’s parade and photograph further ensure those honored memories
live on not only in stone and video, but in the hearts and steps of every marcher
who follows in their path. Name and military branch of veterans, from left:

Front row: Terry Weber (Navy), Vietnam; Wally Takata (Army), Korean
War; David Miyoshi (Marines), Vietnam; Ken Hayashi (Army), Vietnam; Garry
Tanaka (Army), Vietnam; Chris Segawa (Army), Vietnam; Keith Kawamoto
(Army), Vietnam

Row 2: Ramiro Puentes (Army), Vietnam; Ray Fukumoto (Army), Vietnam;
Cory Shiozaki (Army), Vietnam; Dennis Yamamoto (Army), Vietnam; Don
Nakamura (Army), Vietnam; Mayumi Kimura (Navy), post 9/11

Row 3: Fred Maldonado (Navy), Vietnam; Art Ishii (Air Force), Vietnam;
Kenji Hatakeyama (Army), Vietnam; Ken Sasaki (Army), Vietnam; Edward
Sugita (Army), Vietnam; Ron Kita (U.S. National Guard), Vietnam

Row 4: Earnest Low (Navy), Vietnam; Richard Odagawa (Army), Vietnam;
Les Higa (Army), Korea

Row 5: Ron Nakawatase (Army), Vietnam; Eddie Ohara (Army), Vietnam;
Jack Lew (Army), Vietnam; Scott Takahashi (Army), Vietnam; Shunji Hosozawa
(Army), Vietnam; Ken Tanaka (Navy), Vietnam; James Ota (Air Force), Vietnam;
Eddie Yorizane (Army), Vietnam

Row 6: Kiyo Fukumoto (Army), Vietnam; George Tanaka (Army), Vietnam;
Tim Yoshinaga (Air Force), Gulf Wars

Row 7: Russell Nakaishi (California National Guard); Sonny Tasaki (Army),
Vietnam; Bryant Ng (Air Force), Vietnam; Roger Yasunaga (Army), Vietnam;
Larry Miyamura (Army), Vietnam; Mike Uyeda (Army), Gulf Wars

Row 8: Jin Kwan (Army), Vietnam; Yuji Toda (Navy), active duty; Ricky
Taira (Army), Vietnam; Nolan Tanaka (Air Force), post Vietnam; Don Suehiro
(Army), Korea DMZ; Cliff Ishigaki (Marines), Vietnam; Ron Shintani (Army),

Vietnam; Gregory Sugioka (Army), Vietnam
Not shown: Tyson Takeuchi (Army), active duty; David Sumida (Navy),

Global War on Terror

—Photo provided by David Miyoshi
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Above, newly crowned Queen Kimi Look is joined by her parents,
Nathan Look and Alyssa Watanabe. At right, Mika Dyo chats
with emcees David Ono and Tamlyn Tomita.

Nise1 Week Queen

Continued from page 1

For the 26th year, the event was
emceed by actress and 1984 Nisei
Week Queen Tamlyn Tomita and
ABCT7 news anchor David Ono.

Megan Ayumi Miyamoto, rep-
resenting the San Fernando Valley
Japanese American Community
Center, was crowned First Princess.
She has a Bachelor of Science from
California Polytechnic State Uni-
versity, San Luis Obispo, and her
platform was Go Little Tokyo!

Selected as Miss Tomodachi
was Mika Fumiyo Megumi Dyo,
representing the Pasadena Japanese
Cultural Institute. A graduate of CSU
Long Beach, her platform is the Little

opening comments. Right:
TaikoProject provided a high-

octane performance.

Samantha Cirelli dellvers her

Tokyo Historical Society.

The rest of the court consists of
four princesses: Samantha Kimiyo
Cirelli of the Venice Japanese
Community Center and Venice-
West Los Angeles JACL, Emma
Yasuko Shojinaga Fukunaga of the
Japanese Restaurant Association of
America, Casey Mariko Kuramoto
from the Orange County Nikkei
Coordinating Council, and Mia
Miyoko Takatsuka from the East
San Gabriel Valley Japanese Com-
munity Center.

As amessage to the community as
the new queen said, “I would say that
we’re all here for you, and even after
our court year ends, we’re still going
to be here. We’re just community
members, and we love to spend time
with everyone together.”

The evening’s musical guest was
the group TaikoProject, who deliv-
ered a thundering performance as
they celebrate their 25th anniversary.

This year’s coronation included
introductions of the 2025 Nisei Week
honorees, in lieu of the annual awards
dinner. Recognized on stage were
parade grand marshal Thomas lino,
East West Players, Azay restaurant,
Doug and Chris Aihara, Michael
Okamura, and David Miyoshi and
Ken Hayashi, representing Japanese
American Vietnam veterans.

[ino paid tribute to the generations
who have continued to keep Little
Tokyo a vibrant community.

“Whether one lives five years,
50 years, or figures out how to
live to 100 years old, you’re just
a flicker on the spectrum of man-
kind. Therefore, if you’re lucky
enough to wake up every morning,
you must be positive, you must be
caring, and you must be giving.
Folks, that’s what Nisei Week is all
about,” he said.

—Rafu staff writer Mikey Hirano
Culross contributed to this report.
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‘Cruising J-Town’ Chronicles JA Car Culture in L.A.

Angel City Press at the Los Angeles
Public Library announces the publica-
tion of “Cruising J-Town,” a visual
history of Japanese American car cul-
ture in Los Angeles, from gardeners’
trucks and family sedans to hot rods
and race cars.

“Cruising J-Town” by Oliver Wang,
with a foreword by George Takei,
explores how generations of Japanese
Americans in Southern California
shaped, and were shaped by, local au-
tomobile cultures and industries. From
desert lake beds to concrete speedways,
gas stations to design centers, souped-
up import tuners to humble gardening
trucks, automobiles impacted Japanese
Americans in profound ways.

Along the way, cars and trucks
became literal and figurative vehicles
for Japanese American self-expression,
social mobility, community identity,
and much more. “Cruising J-Town”
is driven to explore how these diverse
relationships between people and the
world of cars have steered the Nikkei
community’s American stories across
the generations.

The book is a companion publi-
cation to a new exhibition from the
Japanese American National Museum,
“Cruising J-Town: Behind the Wheel
of the Nikkei Community,” which also
chronicles how Japanese Americans
have played vital roles in countless car
scenes across Los Angeles.

The book traces the history of the
Japanese American community along-
side the development of the car, from
the earliest days of the automobile.
Japanese American farmers became

some of Los Angeles’ earliest drivers
as they trucked their crops from field to
market. These communities embraced
the automobile as a new horizon for
their prospects in the U.S.

Car clubs, such as
the Japanese Auto Club
of Southern California
(JACSC), were created
to connect Nikkei car
owners and educate them
about basic road safety
and etiquette. With the
increasing popularity of
cars came the need to
maintain them, so me-
chanics and gas stations
in J-Town (also known
as Little Tokyo) became
community centers where families and
individuals came together to maintain
both their cars and their relationships
with the community.

During World War II, many Japa-
nese Americans drove themselves
to incarceration camps, and their
impounded cars became literal and
visible reminders of the freedoms
they had left behind. After the war,
Japanese Americans embraced the
mid-century car culture that swept
across Southern California, becoming
devoted hot-rodders, drag racers, and
car customizers.

“Cruising” became a popular pas-
time for JA teenagers, culminating in
the Nisei Week Cruise in Little Tokyo,
which was undoubtedly the coolest
place to show off a custom car. In fact,
one of the most famous custom cars
in America, the Hirohata Merc, was

CRUISING
JTOWN

modified in East L.A. for a Japanese
American, Bob Hirohata.

As import car scenes of the 1980s
and 1990s took over the landscape,
Japanese Americans
were among the first
to embrace the new
Toyotas and Nissans
coming across the
ocean and popular-
ized the art and sport
of drifting, which
originated in Japan.

But “Cruising J-
Town” is more than
a history of a ma-
chine, or even an art
form. The book is
filled with vintage
and contemporary photographs, draw-
ings, and ephemera that tell the story
of a community in a state of constant
transition and growth, using cars as a
literal vehicle for creativity, dreams,
and the enduring quest for freedom. It’s
a story of generations coming together
to pass down knowledge and their love
of cars.

“An astonishing work born of love
and deep curiosity, filled with a remark-
able trove of never before published
photographs, ‘Cruising J-Town’ tells
the story of the Japanese in America in
search of work or adventure, new ways
of fitting in or standing out, blissful re-
prieves while crawling through traffic,
the D.LY. pride of making something
your own.” — Hua Hsu, author of
“Stay True”

“What a gift to L.A. history. Burst-
ing with original research, eye-popping

Mitsuru Grill

Continued from page 1

Mitsuru symbolized our community
with its combination of Japanese and
American food. Many Little Tokyo
groups had their meetings in the
restaurant.”

According to Hanamure, his fam-

archives, and skilled storytelling,
‘Cruising J-Town’ meticulously — and
joyfully — peels back over a century’s
worth of Japanese American culture
and community in Los Angeles. Wang
has delivered a game-changing book.”
— Josh Kun, author of “The Autograph
Book of L.A.”

Oliver Wang is a professor of so-
ciology at CSU-Long Beach and the
author of “Legions of Boom: Filipino
American Mobile DJ Crews of the
San Francisco Bay Area” (Duke Uni-
versity Press, 2015). He is a regular
writer on music, arts and culture for
outlets including NPR’s “All Things
Considered,” The Los Angeles Review
of Books, Los Angeles Times, and
KCET’s “Artbound.”

He has co-hosted the podcasts “Pop
Rocket” and “Heat Rocks” and is cur-
rently developing a new podcast on the
songs of Asian America. He currently
lives in the San Gabriel Valley.

The JANM exhibition, curated by
Wang, is on view through Nov. 12. at
the Peter and Merle Mullin Gallery,
ArtCenter College of Design, 1111 S.
Arroyo Parkway, Pasadena For more
information, visit www.janm.org/
exhibits/cruising-j-town.

For more information on the book,
go to www.angelcitypress.com.

‘Superstore’ Actor Jon Miyahara Dies at 83

Jon Miyahara, best known for
playing Cloud 9 employee Brett Ko-
bashigawa on the NBC workplace
comedy “Superstore” from 2015 to
2021, died on Aug. 6, just two days
before his 84th birthday, according
to various media reports.

His daughter Pennie Cappasola
told People magazine that the actor
passed away with his wife Chiyo
by his side.

His “Superstore” castmate Colton
Dunn, who played Garrett, wrote on
Instagram that Miyahara “was a re-
ally awesome guy and as a performer
could speak volumes with just a
look. He was such a memorable part
of the Cloud 9 team. It was an honor
to know him and work with him. I
was lucky enough to meet some of
his family and my thoughts are with
them.”

Jon Miyahara

Other “Superstore” vets offered
condolences on social media.

Kelly Stables, who played Kelly:
“Oh man! He was always so sweet.”

Irene White (Carol): “What an
incredible man.”

Michael Bunin (Jeff): “I’m so sad
to hear this news. Many fun days
and many fun conversations. Very

nice guy.”

Miyahara appeared
in 105 of the show’s
113 episodes. He only
had one memorable
line of dialogue but
was known for his
deadpan stares. At the
end of Season 2, Brett
was thought to have
been blown away by
a tornado, but at the
beginning of Season 3
he returned to work as though noth-
ing had happened.

The show was praised for its
Asian American representation.
The cast also included Nico San-
tos as Mateo and Nichole Sakura
(also known as Nichole Bloom) as
Cheyenne.

Miyahara made a cameo appear-

ance as Brett in another NBC sitcom,
“American Auto.” Justin Spitzer
created both series.

Other than “Superstore,” Mi-
yahara’s only acting credits were
multiple episodes of a YouTube
show, “Elders React,” and the movie
“Holding Tight” (2022).

The “Hudson Farmhouse” web-
site said of his performance in the
film, “The role showcased his range
and depth, demonstrating his ability
to portray vulnerability, resilience,
and love with subtlety and grace.
For many viewers, ‘Holding Tight’
offered a closer glimpse into Jon’s
talents — this wasn’t just a man
playing a part, but someone putting
real-life experiences into a powerful
performance. It resonated with audi-
ences across generations.”

Jonathan Yasushi Miyahara was
born in Los Angeles in 1941, but
other details about his life are scarce.

ily in Japan were cooks or in the food
preparation business. Coming to
America, they found a home in Little
Tokyo, seeing so many Issei and hear-
ing the familiar Japanese language
being spoken by so many of the locals.

Once the drugstore moved, they had
the opportunity to take over the entire
space, and starting a restaurant was
an easy decision. Hanamure, who had
been the head chef, expanded Mitsuru
Sushi & Grill into a full restaurant with
booths and tables, and eventually a full
sushi bar.

Hanamure had previously sought
to sell Mitsuru Sushi & Grill so that
he could retire, but nothing was final-
ized. “It’s kind of mixed feelings, but
(my wife) Dora and I are still healthy,
and I’ve been having Dora work with
me every day at the restaurant, so now
it’d be nice to take her to other places
and if possible, I'd love to go back to
fishing,” he said.

The business has been acquired
by J-Pop Culture Café, Inc., a new
restaurant operation company created
by Little Akihabara Holdings, Inc.
Hanamure expressed excitement for
what the company will do because it’s
different, and he hopes it will be good
for Little Tokyo.

J-Pop Culture Café, Inc. co-found-
ers Nobuyuki Yamamoto, president/
CEO of Little Akihabara Holdings,
Inc., and Tetsu Shiota, president of
Anime Jungle and co-founder of Little
Akihabara Holdings, Inc., announced
the transition at LTCC’s August general

meeting.

“Mamoru-san and I have built a
friendship,” said Yamamoto. “He has
shared many stories with me about
the hardships faced by pioneers in
building and nurturing the Little To-
kyo community, as well as their deep
affection for the Japanese community.
Going forward, I inherit the spirits of
Mamoru-san and all of (Little Tokyo),
and our company will aim to contribute
to the continued prosperity of the Little
Tokyo community.”

According to Yamamoto, one of the
goals of the new business is to “make
Little Tokyo a hub for Japanese sub-
culture. As fellow Japanese community
members, we have always considered
how we can contribute to preserving
the businesses and history of Little
Tokyo.”

Reflecting on the closure of Mit-
suru Sushi & Grill, Fukushima said,
“If Mitsuru had to end, it is gratifying
that a group like the Little Akihabara
Holdings, Inc. partnership decided to
step in to create something new and
connected to Little Tokyo. LTCC looks
forward to the J-Pop Culture Café
opening next year.”

The new enterprise will be operated
by the J-Pop Culture Café, Inc. partner-
ship with plans to resume restaurant
operations in 2026.

Saying Farewell: Next week’s is-
sue will include a feature on the legacy
of Mitsuru Sushi & Grill, written by

J
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Congratulations 2025 Nisei Week Court
Michael Okamura, 2025 Inspiration Award
Miya Iwataki, 2025 Pioneer Spirit Award
and all honorees!

littletokyohs.org
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F or information on how to place
an English section Classified
Ad in The Rafu Shimpo, please
call (213) 629-2231, ext. #100
or fax (213) 687-0737, Monday
through Friday, 9:30 a.m.-5:00
p.m. Deadline is 11 a.m. 8 days in
advance of publication date. Ads
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or credit card (American Express,
Mastercard, and Visa). Include
your name and a daytime phone
number. In compliance with feder-
al equal employment opportunity,
some ads under “Help Wanted”
may designate “man or woman,”
although the use of such terms does
not mean jobs are limited to male
or female applicants.

CARE SERVICES
Holly Services
provides excellent
caregiving services to
Los Angeles, OC, SD,
HI, and Japan.
From 4 to 24 hours
Rates start at $29/hr

Call 626-333-6767
All the staff employed
Bonded & business/

workers’ comp insured

License #194700619

Hope
International
Homecare, Inc.

Japanese bilingual care-
givers can cook, clean,
provide personal care with
all your home care needs.

- Part time to 24 hr care
- Companion care to
Hospice Care

We cover WLA, East LA,
Monterey Park, Orange
County, San Fernando Valley,
San Bernardino and Long
Beach.

(310) 782-7979

www.hi-homecare.com

LEGAL NOTICES (213) 629-2231

CARE SERVICES
BEST CARE
CONNECTIONS
IN-HOME CARE
SERVICES

JAPANESE CAREGIVER
SERVICES

info@bcc-la.com
www.bcc-la.com

CALIFORNIA STATE LICENSE:
HCO#194700410

1-888-610-1160

(ENGLISH/JAPANESE)

JAPANESE HOME CARE

Japanese Caregivers available
to cook, clean, drive, etc. We
specialize in home exercise for
Parkinson’s Disease, Stroke &
more. Doctor of Physical Therapy
on staff.

CARELIFE (310) 373-6030
www.carelifeinc.com
Bonded & Insured

KAZOKU HOME
KiER—L

We’re a newly opened
Residential Care Facility for
elderly in Los Angeles area.

Please contact us if you're
looking for places for your
loved ones.

We also have a facility in Kyoto
Japan if you’re interested.

www.kazokuhomela.com

424-237-4914

ABC ROOFING-Since 1979. Free
estimate, reasonable price. Guar-
antee. Lic #425672 (213) 380-9073

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

Case No. 25LBCP00290
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

Superior Court of California,
County of Los Angeles

Governor George Deukmejian
Courthouse

275 Magnolia Ave

Long Beach, CA 90802

PETITION OF: MILKA L. ZABRINA
AGUILAR for change of name TO
ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:

1. Petitioner: MILKA L.
ZABRINA AGUILAR filed a
petition with this court for a
decree changing names as
follows:

1. Present name:
MILKA L. ZABRINA AGUILAR

Proposed name:
MILCAH SABRINA AGUILAR

2. THE COURT ORDERS that
all persons interested in this
matter appear before this court
at the hearing indicated below
to show cause, if any, why the
petition for change of name
should not be granted. Any person
objecting to the name changes
described above must file a writ-
ten objection that includes the
reasons for the objection at least
two court days before the matter
is scheduled to be heard and must
appear at the hearing to show
cause why the petition should not
be granted. If no written objection
is timely filed, the court may grant
the petition without a hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING
Date: 08/26/25, Time: 8:30 am,
Dept. 526, Room 5500

The address of the court is same
as noted above.

3. A copy of this Order to Show
Cause shall be published at
least once each week for four
successive weeks prior to the date
set for hearing on the petitionin the
following newspaper of general
circulation, printed in this county:

THE RAFU SHIMPO
Date: 7/11/2025

MICHAEL P.VICENCIA
Judge of the Superior Court

Published: 7/25/25, 8/1/25,
8/8/25, 8/15/25.

RS 100129

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

Case No. 25NWCP00355
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

Superior Court of California,
County of Los Angeles

12720 Norwalk Blvd.

Same as above

Norwalk, CA 90650
Southeast District - Norwalk
Courthouse

PETITION OF: FNU Abhilasha
for change of name TO ALL
INTERESTED PERSONS:

1. Petitioner: FNU Abhilasha
filed apetition with thiscourtfora
decree changing names as
follows:

1. Present name:

FNU Abhilasha

Proposed name:
Abhilasha Lapra

2. THE COURT ORDERS that
all persons interested in this
matter appear before this court
at the hearing indicated below
to show cause, if any, why the
petition for change of name
should not be granted. Any person
objecting to the name changes
described above must file a writ-
ten objection that includes the
reasons for the objection at least
two court days before the matter
is scheduled to be heard and must
appear at the hearing to show
cause why the petition should not
be granted. If no written objection
is timely filed, the court may grant
the petition without a hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING
Date:09/19/2025, Time: 8:30A.M.,
Dept: R

The address of the court is same
as noted above.

3. A copy of this Order to Show
Cause shall be published at
least once each week for four
successive weeks prior to the date
set for hearing on the petitionin the
following newspaper of general
circulation, printed in this county:

THE RAFU SHIMPO
Date: 7/21/2025

Brian F. Gasdia
Judge of the Superior Court

Published: 8/8/25, 8/15/25,
8/22/25, 8/29/25.

RS 100130

FICTITIOUS
BUSINESS NAMES

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
2025156880

The following person(s) is (are)
doing business as:

1. GOMA SHIO

26600 HONEY CREEK ROAD
RANCHO PALOS VERDES CA
90275

LOS ANGELES COUNTY

Articles of Incorporation or
Organization Number: Al #ON

REGISTERED OWNERS:
1. MACHIKO YASUDA

26600 HONEY CREEK ROAD
RANCHO PALOS VERDES CA
90275

This business is being con-
ducted by: an Individual. The
date registrant commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed above on 07/2025.
| declare that all information in
this statement is true and correct.

Signed:
MACHIKO YASUDA, OWNER

This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Los Angeles
on JULY 31, 2025.

NOTICE—In accordance with
subdivision (a) of Section 17920, a
Fictitious Name Statement gener-
ally expires at the end of five years
from the date on which it was filed
in the Office of the County Clerk,
except, as provided in Subdivision
(b) of Section 17920, where it ex-
pires 40 days after any change in
the facts set forth in the statement
pursuant to Section 17913 other
than a change in the residence
address of a registered owner.
A new Fictitious Business Name
Statement must be filed before
the expiration. Effective January
1, 2014, the Fictitious Business
Name Statement must be accom-
panied by the Affidavit of Identity
Form. The filing of this statement
does not of itself authorize the use
in this state of a Fictitious Business
Name in violation of the rights of
another under federal, state, or
common law (See Section 14411
et seq., Business and Professions
Code). | hereby certify that this
copy is a correct copy of the origi-
nal statement on file in my office.
DEAN C. LOGAN, Los Angeles
County Clerk.

Published: 8/15/25, 8/22/25,
8/29/25, 9/5/25.

Japanese Tree Trimming

Over 25 years experience
pruning matsu, juniper, maple,
kaki while dormant, and other
artistic trees. Serving all of
Southern California. Cal State
Long Beach grad.

TAKASHI TASH KUSHI
(714) 821-4808

Leave message anytime or call
after 6 p.m. Japanese is OK

TLC Renovation, Inc.
Carpentry, plumbing, electrical
& much more. Big or small jobs
welcomed. 25 years experience.

Licensed General
Contractor #538475
Bob Tanabe (818) 352-2233

TORRANCE CONDO
3 bedroom, 2 bath, inside
laundry, all 1 level. Two car
garage parking with storage.
About 15 80 ft., cross streets
are Sepulveda and Cren-
shaw, Near Wilson Park,
Torrance

CONTACT 714-390-4547

PRIME GARDENA BLVD
Office for lease from 567 SF,
Private Bathroom, Gated Bldg.
$1120 mo. 424 210-7403

HOUSE FOR LEASE in Desirable
Section of So. Gardena. 3 Bed, 2
Bath, 1 Full Bath, and 1 Bath with
Shower in the Primary Bdrm. No
Pets. $3995/mo. Contact Brian @
(424) 244-1895 or alphadogpm@
gmail.com

HIRING: MAINTENANCE
(On-Site)

Local to San Fernando Valley

Neighborhood
Shopping Center

Retired/Semi-Retired
Preferred

Call Bryan at
714-904-9605

SR. AUDIT ASSOCIATES:
Accounting firm seeks Sr. Audit
Associates. Salary: $82,763/yr.
Hybrid schedule: live within nor-
mal commuting distance of office.
Send resume to: Attn: Recruiting,
Job #YY3395, Hotta Liesenberg
Saito LLP, 970 W. 190th St. #900,

Green Hills Mortuary helps families honor life

through celebration and remembrance.

* Serving families of all faiths, with
special requests, and budgefs

* Free advanced funeral planning

Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 90275 (310) 831-0311 | GreenHillsMortuary.com

John Saga

Electrical & Plumbing
Lic. #B502655 C10 C36
Specializing in:
Solar/Bath & Kitchen Remodel/
Electrical Panel Upgrade
Tank-less Water Heater-Re-Pipe-Repairs & More

310-377-2077

GREEN HILLS MORTUARY

and memorial chapel, inc.

Lic.# FD1175; CA Insurance # 0737077

Complete Fishing Tackle
=

626-797-8839

N,

Karl Kim, crpe, cRTP
Retirement Planning Advisors, Inc.
Retirement Income, Estate Planning,
Tax Planning, Investments

www.RetirementPlanningAdvisors.com

714-994-0599

Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through
Brokers International Financial Services, LLC. Member SIPC. Brokers
International Financial Services, LLC is not an affiliated company.

213 625 1122

BUNKADOONLINE.COM
FD. %308 YAMAGUCHI

FUKUI TERMITE CONTROL

SERVICE
IS INSPECTION and ESTIMATES

UNDERSTANDING TERMITE REPORTS and ESCROW
(323) 663-1161
STATE LICENSE NO. 6377

SINCE 1918

FUKUI MORTUARY
707 E. Temple Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012

213-626-0441

FULL SERVICE

HOME CARE

JAPANESE CAREGIVERS

(213) 725-2275

NISEI WEEK

SEMINARS

Gardena Valley JCI
1964 W. 162nd St. Gardena
Wed., August 13th @ 1pm

SFV JACC
12953 Branford St. Arleta
Fri., August 15th @12pm

SN A FREE Appls RAD -

*Winner must be present for raffle drawing.

All Attendees
Qualify for
Nisei Week
Special Prices )| juid Matsunaga
Attorney at Law

Seating is LIMITED
Call (800) 403-6078

KUB®TA

Sharing. Community. Legacy.
kubotamortuary.com

Serving the community
over 70 years.
911 Venice Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 90015

T:213-749-1449
F:213-749-0265

FD-929

OYAMA PLUMBING

PAUL MIDDO
LICENSE # 758457
(323) 313-5392

RESIDENTIAL REPAIRS-REMODELING-REPIPING
INSURED

Torrance, CA 90502.

CAPAC

Continued from page 1

and valid through 2025, and DHS did not provide a reason or jus-
tification as to why they believed she ‘overstayed her visa.’

“Similarly, Mrs. Lewelyn Dixon, a laboratory technician at the
University of Washington Medical Center and SEIU member, was
arrested by CBP and then transferred to ICE custody for several
months after a trip to the Philippines to visit family. Mrs. Dixon
had lawfully lived in the U.S. since she was 14 years old.

“In addition, Mr. Maximo Londonio, a member of the Interna-
tional Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers union, was
arrested by CBP and transferred to ICE custody for two months
after a family trip to the Philippines. Mr. Londonio is an LPR who
came to the United States when he was 12 years old.

“ICE also detained a Vietnamese father from Garden Grove,
Orange County for over a month following a routine check-in.
This father, whose name was withheld from reporting to protect
his identify, had been brought to the U.S. as a child from war-torn
Vietnam.

“Finally, Ms. Yunseo Chung, a South Korean student at Co-
lumbia University, has been fighting deportation the past several
months because she exercised her First Amendment rights at a
campus protest.

“These cases suggest potential violations of constitutional
protections. The U.S. Constitution provides important due process
protections to all persons within the United States, regardless of
immigration status. For example, the Fifth Amendment guarantees
due process protections against actions taken by the federal govern-
ment, while the Sixth Amendment ensures the right to legal counsel
in criminal prosecutions. The U.S. Supreme Court has repeatedly
affirmed that LPRs are entitled to these same protections.

“Beyond the constitutional concerns, CBP appears to have
violated its own National Standards on Transport, Escort, Deten-
tion, and Search, (TEDS). TEDS guidance states that individuals
in CBP custody ‘[s]hould generally not be held for longer than 72
hours in CBP hold rooms or holding facilities. Every effort must
be made to hold detainees for the least amount of time required
for their processing, transfer, release, or repatriation as appropriate
and as operationally feasible.””

The lawmakers demanded answers regarding the denial of legal
counsel and constitutional rights to those in CBP custody, as well
as the number of U.S. citizens and lawful residents detained since
President Trump took office.

The letter was addressed to Secretary of Homeland Security
Kristi Noem, CBP Commissioner Rodney Scott and ICE Acting
Director Todd Lyons.

In addition to Meng and Min, the letter was signed by Reps.

Oshu-Torrance

Continued from page 2

realization, 310 Baseball reached
out to the City of Torrance two years
ago with the concept, and since then,
the city, behind the leadership of
Torrance Mayor George Chen and
the City Council, has been actively
involved in planning, supporting, and
executing Ono’s vision.

Recognizing the enormous popu-
larity of the Dodgers’ Japanese-born
stars, Shohei Ohtani and pitching
ace Yoshinobu Yamamoto, Torrance
officials contacted both of their
hometowns, and in 2024 designated
Oshu, Iwate Prefecture and Bizen,
Okayama Prefecture as friendship
cities with the idea of fostering
educational, cultural, and economic
exchanges between the cities.

Chen sees the games and outreach
to Oshu and Bizen in more than
just the context of baseball, but as
an opportunity to “propel the City
of Torrance not just nationally but
internationally as a place where you
can develop economically, you can
develop athletically, and it’s got good
school systems so you can raise your
family here. So it’s a win-win on
every prong that we need.”

This year’s games consisted of six
exhibition games played over three
days. The on-field action in the open-
ing game on Aug. 9 at Kendall Field
didn’t disappoint as Oshu edged the
Torrance High School Tartars by a
score of 1-0, with Torrance stranding
men on second and third to end the
game. Oshu won all of the matches.

After the game, Kenshin Suzuki,
a 14-year-old catcher for Oshu on his
first visit to the U.S., noted through
an interpreter that there were some
differences the Japanese team had to
adjust to — the baseball used in the
U.S. has a slightly larger diameter
than the Japanese ball, and he and
his teammates were also impressed
with the power of American hitters.

Rob Ybarra, head baseball coach

at Torrance High School, has strong
praise for the Oshu squad, saying, “I
really like the discipline that they had
at the plate, the way they took care
of the baseball. You can tell that the
small details are not too small, no de-
tail is going to be too small or too big
for them. They really looked good.”

Akira Kamei, Oshu’s strate-
gic planning officer, expressed his
gratitude on behalf of the city. “It’s
a really great opportunity for not
only the city but for the kids. I’m re-
ally honored to be involved with the
established friendship between Tor-
rance and Oshu and also this brand
new event. It’s really hard work, but
everyone supported us and the City
of Oshu is honored to be here.”

The event ran from Aug. 8 to 10,
with games at North High School,
Kendall Field, and South High
School. The event was sponsored
by Toyota Hydrogen Solutions,
Torrance Unified School District,
Skechers, and others. Craig Scott,
general manager and director of
fuel cell solutions for Toyota Motor
North America, commented, “It’s
really amazing when we can bridge
this gap between the Pacific and
reinforce the long-standing tradi-
tion that is already here in Torrance
between families.”

Ono plans to expand the event in
the future, possibly including other
countries.

Torrance City Councilmember
Jon Kaji noted, “The players, host
families and the public got to watch
how the Oshu team prepared for
each game, showing up two hours in
advance of the first game.

“Those who witnessed the games
came away with new appreciation for
Japanese baseball. Overall, it was a
great opportunity to establish new
friendships between the City of Oshu
and Torrance.

“We are looking forward towards
organizing a visit by our other friend-
ship city, Bizen, in the future.”

Marilyn Strickland (D-Wash.), Ted Lieu (D-Manhattan Beach),

Little Tokyo Parkinson’s
Support Group Meeting

The Little Tokyo Parkinson’s
Support Group will hold their month-
ly meeting on Saturday, Aug. 23,
from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. at Union
Church of Los Angeles, 401 E. Third
St. in Little Tokyo.

The August meeting will be a
barbecue party with entertainment.
Members, friends, caregivers and
family members are welcome.

Free parking at the church. No
admission fee or membership is re-
quired. The lunch is also free.

RSVPs are requested. The
church is open from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. on Monday, Wednesday and
Thursday, and can be reached at
(213) 629-3876. The coordinators
are Lorraine Arakaki, (626) 282-
7366 or (818) 317-8006 (cell) and
Yoko Kawaguchi, (213) 278-0368
or (626) 525-9779 (cell).

Scholarships

Continued from page 1

“We are very grateful to the 2025
scholarship award donors, whose
generosity allows us to support the
educational aspirations of the next
generation,” said Haru Takehana,
JATCSF vice chair.

Scholarship donors include Mr.
and Mrs. Teruo Yoshimoto, Koichi
& Toyo Nerio Memorial Fund,
Nitto Tire, Joyce Chinn, Kenji Ito
Memorial Scholarship Fund, Happy
Mizutani, and Kitty Sankey.

The Japanese American Treaty
Centennial Scholarship Fund, Inc.
was established 65 years ago by the
Japanese Chamber of Commerce of
Southern California (JCCSC) to com-
memorate the 100th anniversary of
Japan’s first official delegation to the
U.S.in 1860. Since 1960, over $1 mil-
lion in scholarships have been awarded
to 1,867 Japanese American scholars.

Mark Takano (D-Riverside), Derek Tran (D-Cypress), Dan Gold-
man (D-N.Y.), Judy Chu (D-Pasadena), Raja Krishnamoorthi (D-
111.), Jill Tokuda (D-Hawaii), Subras Subramanyam (D-Va.), Ami
Bera (D-Sacramento), Shri Thanedar (D-Mich.), Yassamin Ansari
(D-Ariz.), Pramila Jayapal (D-Wash.) and Al Green (D-Texas).

SUSHI CHEF WANTED

Tired of California’s traffic and high living costs? Consider relocating to
picturesque New Mexico. Are you:

- Experienced with at least 3 years preparing sushi and sashimi?

« Comfortable communicating in English?

« Available to visit Santa Fe for an interview and immersion stay?

For the right candidate, we can offer you airfare and lodging to get to know our
team. Explore more at www.tenthousandwaves.com

Send your qualifications to Shigeru Usuki at duke@tenthousandwaves.com

CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTING OPPORTUNITY
for Contractors, Subcontractors, Suppliers

Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts Invite Bids
for the Construction of:

PALMDALE WATER RECLAMATION PLANT
INFLUENT PUMP STATION MODIFICATIONS
(Bid Opening October 9, 2025 - Estimate $18,954,000 -
$23,166,000
Contracting and Supply Opportunities Include:

Carpenters, Electricians, Civil Construction, Excavation,
Mechanical, Plumbers, Drivers, Paving

Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts encourage participation
of minority, women, disadvantaged, disabled veterans,
and small business enterprises.

Plans and Specifications may be obtained through Quest Construction
Data Network (QuestCDN) for a nonrefundable fee of $22.00. This can be
done via a link on the Districts’ Listing of Advertised Construction Projects

webpage https://www.lacsd.org/opportunities/bidspur/constrbids.asp
or by inputting Quest project number 9797735

through the QuestCDN website (www.questcdn.com).

Visit our Web site at “www.lacsd.org” and click on “Opportunities,
Construction Bids.”
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lT PAYS TO KN OW By Judd Matsunaga, Esq.

Last month under Prop 13 and Prop 58.
(Rafu Shim- So now (current law), to avoid
po, “As Baby property tax reassessment, the prop-

erty must be the primary residence
of the parent and become the primary
residence of the child within one year.

Basically, CAR “pulled a fast
one.” CAR wanted to make inherited
property too expensive for children to
keep, so they would be forced to sell
— benefitting the real estate industry.
Once the public realized what was hap-
pening, they tried to repeal Prop 19 but
were not successful.

I believe that Prop 19 was just the
first step of a two-step process to phase

Boomers Age,”
July 18, 2025),
I cited a quote from Dear Abby, i.e.,
“There are really only three types of
people: (1) those who make things
happen; (2) those who watch things
happen; and (3) those who say, “What
happened?’” This Rafut Shimpo article
is a second attempt to get more Rafu
readers into the middle group, i.e.,
observing events as they unfold, po-
tentially learning and gaining insights
and information so they can be better
prepared for the future.

Property Tax Tips and Tricks

still have an opportunity to avoid future
property tax reassessment.

For example, a parent can form an
LLC and transfer the rental property
into it. No reassessment occurs because
— as a sole-member LLC — no change
in ownership occurred. From the LLC,
the parent can then transfer a 50% own-
ership interest to one of their children.
Then after one or two years (to prevent
a series of transfers from being treated
as a single transaction), the parent
again transfers the 50% to the second
child, leaving both children in equal
control of the real property without
ever transferring more than 50%. And
voila, no property tax

So here’s what has been
happening when it comes to
California property tax law.
On June 6, 1978, Califor-
nia voters overwhelmingly
approved Proposition 13,
a property tax limitation
initiative. This amendment
to California’s Constitution
was the taxpayers’ collec-
tive response to dramatic
increases in property taxes
and a growing state revenue
surplus of nearly $5 billion.

Proposition 13 rolled

reassessment has oc-
curred.

The above example
is only intended to pro-
vide a general idea of
how this loophole can
work. If you have a va-
cation home or rental
property that the fam-
ily wants to keep af-
ter you’re gone, this is
something you might
want to look into. So it
would be a good idea
to find a business law

back most local real prop-

erty, or real estate, assessments to
1975 market value levels, limited the
property tax rate to 1% plus the rate
necessary to fund local voter-approved
bonded indebtedness, and limited fu-
ture property tax increases.

In 2016, California passed Proposi-
tion 58, which allowed for the exclu-
sion of certain parent-child property
transfers from reassessment for prop-
erty tax purposes. Proposition 58 al-
lowed parents to transfer their primary
residence and up to $1 million of other
real property to their children without
triggering a reassessment of the prop-
erty’s value for property tax purposes.

This meant the children could
inherit the lower property tax base of
their parents, rather than facing poten-
tially higher taxes based on the current
market value

Then came Proposition 19, passed

out Prop 13 altogether. Eventually,
there will be no more Prop 13, and
property taxes will be reassessed to fair
market value on all changes (transfers)
of ownership.

Here’s where “watching” things
happen can make you better prepared
for the future. If future laws eventually
eliminates parent-child transfers alto-
gether, it’ll be too late to do anything
about property tax reassessment upon
your death. So it might be a good idea
to GIFT NOW under the existing law.

This only is a good idea when
certain conditions are met. Normally,
you don’t want to gift title to your
home to your child while you’re alive.
Your CPA will scream at you, saying,
“You just blew your step-up in basis.”
Transfer on death is the only time the
IRS will forgive gain.

That’s why living trusts are the best

by California voters in November 2020  estate planning device. Trustsnotonly  keep the rental income for yourself. ( ﬁ‘
and effective in stages starting Feb. avoid probate, but they transfer owner- Finally, the State Controller’s Prop- °

16, 2021, and April 1, 2021, which  ship of your home with a step-up in  erty Tax Postponement Program allows Dl‘. Gal'y Ao Ul‘lll

significantly alters two key aspects of ~ basis, i.e., a forgiveness of gain. So if homeowners who are seniors (62 years

California property tax law. Prop 19 your child(ren) sell the home ‘e}fter your of age), or blind or disabled, to defer Dr. Gary A. Uriu, 78-year-old, Vietnam veteran, a long-time resident of Captain Cook,
modlﬁeg the ability to transfer a prin- Qeath, .they pay nothing (i.e., “ZERO .) current-year property taxes on their Hawaii, died at his home unexpectantly in July, 2025. Dr. Uriu was born in Weiser, Idaho. His
cipal residence or family farm between  in capital gains taxers because thereis  principal residence. They must meet B ]

parents and children (or grandparents  no gain. certain criteria, including at least 40% early years were spent in eastern Oregon and Idaho. Later, the family moved to Gardena,

and grandchildren under limited cir- But, if you have a child who lives  equity in the home and an annual California and then to nearby Carson. He attended Gardena High School, graduated with
cumstances) without reassessment. with you and has no plans on selling household income of $53,574 or less bachelor’s degree in zoology from UCLA in 1973, and USC with a Doctor of Dental Surgery

Younger politicians, who weren’t  your home after your death, who cares ~ (among other requirements). Under in 1977.
around in 1978 when Prop 13 was  about the step-up (or lack thereof) in  this program, property taxes would He was then accepted to a chief resident position as an intern at St. Francis Hospital in
passed, dlqn’t th}nk it was fair that basis? In qther Words, you only have  be paid by the state and thp deferred Honolulu, which began his professional career in Hawaii. He continued to practice dentistry
one house is paying $1,800 per year  to pay capital gains tax if you sell the - payment would create a lien on the in Honolulu until he moved to the Big Island to start his own practice, Kona Dental Office.
in property taxes under Prop 13 while  home. But if the child has no plans on  property. In his decades of ice h ked avidly with the H 5D 1A . .
the identical house across the streetis ~ selling the home after your death, you Acceptance into the program will I hugilecagles of service, he worked avidly with the Hawan Dental Association, serving
paying $12,000 per year. Same police ~ can gift title to your home now while  depend on availability of funding. An as House delegate for Hawaii County, as a member of the Dental Education Program through
department, same schools, same street ~ Prop 19 still allows for no property tax  applicant must reapply each year in which he scouted for speakers. He became a life member in 2008 and was awarded the
improvements, etc. So they are look- — reassessment. which postponement is desired, and Distinguished Service Award in 2012. He worked both with the HDA and American Dental
ing at eliminating Prop 13 to increase Your property tax of $2,000 per demonstrate they meet the following Association at conventions. He retired from dentistry in 2020.
government revenue to fund their “pet  year can be “locked in,” avoiding a  criteria: , He was always a bright and joyful person with his friends and colleagues, who he visited
projects. $10,000-per-year increase in property *Isat 163_‘St 62 years of age, or blind, on a regular basis. Dr. Uriu was also a familiar figure at the assisted living facility where

In most states, property taxes rep- taxes every year your child is alive.  or disabled; . . z - . .
resent a greater proportion of revenues  If your child saves $10,000 per year « Has a total household income of his mothgr hve.d until her passing in 2023. He c.oulfl be heard ]o.yfu.lly singing at the weekly
than income taxes. It’s reversed in  and lives another 30 years, $300,000  $53,574 or less, as defined in California ukulele night sing-alongs with his mother by his side or seen picking up her laundry to do
California due to Proposition 13. savings!!! Revenue and Taxation Code 20503; or taking her out for a favorite meal.

You might remember that back in Next, here’s some good news — » Owns and occupies the property as His sense of humor was a defining characteristic that could bring red-faced giggles and
2020, we had a record-setting year there’s a Prop 19 LOOPHOLE!!! As  the principal place of residence; gut-busting laughter to a room simultaneously. He truly was a big heart on the Big Island; a
for California wildfires. Prop 19 was alwaysl, a major f;:hange in the law * Has atdleast 40% equity in the proud father and devoted son.
backed by the California Association causes lawyers to € out some wa roperty; an : . : . . B
ofRealtor}; (CAR), who spentover $50  to get ar:;?;ld it. Pz;rﬂennts can actuallz b P Dr;}és not have a reverse mortgage LLeHs surv1ve§1 DY ROy ggecc. Kawianatii;igodsen, Svan JONNSOL; anid Hiary aUntes,
million advertising on TV commercials ~ transfer vacation homes and rentals  on the property. uncles, and cougins. o B ) B
as “California wildfire victim property ~ to their children without incurring Title to the property does not Predeceased by his mother, Kimie D. Fujiura; stepfather, David Fujiura; and father, Shaw
tax relief.” Since nobody would be a property tax reassessment. I don’t  change. It stays in your trust and avoids Uriu; and many aunts, uncles, and cousins. Gary will be interred at the Green Hills Memorial
against helping somebody who had  claim tounderstand it completely, butit  probate and avoids Medi-Cal Recovery Park in Rancho Palos Verdes with Kimie and Shaw.
their house burn down, Prop 19 passed.  has something to do witha family LLC ~ claims. The deferment of property A Celebration of Life was held on August 13, 2 p.m. at the George Nakano Theatre, part of

What voters dldp’t know was tha.t at  (limited hablhty company). Evidently, taxes is secured by a lien against the the Torrance Cultural Arts Center, located at 3330 Civic Center Dr. Torrance, Calif.
the bottom of the bill, they were taking  there are different rules for real estate  property that must eventually be repaid Celebration of Life receptions will also be held/were held in Captain Cook, Hawaii on
away some of the property tax benefits  owned by LLCs. And this is where we ~— but not by you, and not due until . .

' after your death. All taxes postponed August 9, at the Paleaku Gardens Peace Sanctuary (83-5401 Painted Church Road, Captain
( N\ under PTP and interest become due Cook) at 5 p.m. and Matsy’s Restaurant (1241 SW Fourth Ave., Ontario, Ore.) on August 15,
2 and payable if the: at 11 a.m. Guests are invited to wear Aloha attire in honor of Dr. Uriu’s Aloha spirit.
Katsuya Kame" * Property is no longer the claim- For those that cannot attend but would like to send condolences, please send them to
K ) . . ant’s principal place of residence; Gary’s son Jared Kawanami at P.O. Box 363, Arcata, California 95518. In lieu of flowers,
atsuya Kamei, 100 years old, long-time resident of « Claimant dies (and there is no ap- ) donate in Garv’ ¢ ¢ ite charit
Los Angeles, passed away peacefully at his home on Jul roved surviving spouse): B © 1 oAy s memory {0 your tavorite charily.
geles, p y p y y p g spouse);
1, 2025. He was predeceased by his loving wife, Kiyomi; * Claimant sells, conveys, or other-
and sons-in-law, Gary Nishitsuji and Steve Higashi. He is wise transfers the property; \_ )
. . . . 1. 1o . please see Tax Tips, Page 6 =
survived by his daughters, Machi Kamei, Michi Higashi,
Emi (Glenn) Kusumi, and Cathy (David) Okita; grandson, a N\ py k P Oh
Michael Okita; granddaughters, Randi (Logan) Umemoto o o J J
and Jennifer (Buen) Hatanaka; great- granddaughters, Lily Klmlko Inouye Nomul‘a L AaKe ara
Hatanaka and Hailey Umemoto; and many other relatives. - Junzo “Jake” Ohara was born in Los Angeles on July 15,
A private visitation was held on July 28, 2025, at Fukui February 7, 1926 = July 12, 2025 1929, to Shozo Nagamoto and Yoriko Ohara. He passed away
Mortuary Chapel. Kimiko Inouye Nomura, 99 years, passed away peacefully, peacefully on July 16, 2025, in Monterey Park.
www.fukuimortuary.com (213) 626-0441 surrounded by family. A private celebration of life was held He is survived by daughter, Christiane “Christy” (Mike)
\ ) on August 2. Born in San Jose, California, Kimiko was raised Fujii; sons, David, Gregg (Stacy), Garrett (Susan), and Daniel
on a small farm in Mountain View with her three older (Carli); grandchildren, Jeffrey Jake and Keimi Fujii, Emily,
a . . B\ brothers until 1942. Her life was reshaped when her family Allison, and Kate Ohara; sister-in-law, Lily Ohara; Keiko
Sumlko IShlno was incarcerated — first at the Santa Anita Racetrack, then Hamaglwa; many e and nephews; and o’Fher relajaves
at Heart Mountain, Wyoming — where she met Tamotsu and friends. He is predeceased by brother, Toshio; and sister,
Sumiko Ishino passed away peacefully “Babe” Nomura. They married in 1949 in Los Angeles and Rei (Shig) Kasama.
at home on June 23, 2025, at the age of 101. settled there to raise their family. Kim was an avid reader, Jake loved fishing, karaoke, watching USC football and
Born in Gardena and a resident of world traveler, and devoted student of Ikebana. She embraced basketball, the Lakers and Dodgers. He was a charter member
2( Gardena, she was predeceased by her technology into her 90s, mastering email and Zoom. She of the Bella Vista Optimist Club and attended St Mary’s
loving husband Kanemasa Ishino. She is was preceded in death by her beloved husband, Babe. She Episcopal Church and Lifesong Community Church.
survived by her loving family: Daughters, is survived by her son, Jon (Kathy) Nomura; daughter, Janet Jake and his family were sent to the Heart Mountain
Yuriko (Ronald) Katow, Amy (Kaz) (Jack) Morey; and many family and friends across the Nisei to Relocation Center in Wyoming. Returning to Los Angeles, he
Hosozawa;  granddaughters, ~ Monica Gosei generations. Kim leaves a legacy of love, family, quiet earned his PharmD at USC.
(Kevin) Nishimine, Robyn (Rich) Otty, strength, and resilience. Along with business partners Tak Amano and Charles
Kerry (Sutai) Wu, Nikki (Del) Davis; grandchildren, Jessica www.fukuimortuary.com (213) 626-0441 Ham, he owned and operated Grandview and Hillview
Otty, Kyle and Keith Wu. Pharmacy in Monterey Park.
A small funeral service was held at Green Hills Mortuary A Celebration of Life will be held on September 6, 2025,
\ on July 25, 2025. J L J) L 11 a.m. at Evergreen SGV Church in La Puente. Casual attire. §

attorney as soon as pos-
sible to form and organize an LLCs to
avoid property tax reassessment. Why?
It takes multiple years to work.

According to one LLC attorney
who gave a webinar for the Beverly
Hills Bar Association, “Each situation
is different; however, in general, we
use a series of LLCs to systematically
transfer the property to your children
(or other beneficiaries) over a period
of time.”

Each transaction avoids these de-
tailed reassessment rules. The passing
of Proposition 19 has not changed this
opportunity. However, there is always
a concern that the assessor may attempt
to collapse all of these steps into one
(referred to as the “step doctrine”) and
reassess the property later. The ultimate
solution will depend on the number of
properties, number of beneficiaries, the
value of your estate, and your need to

THROUGH THE FIRE

Two new
centenarians
have hit the
scene. Life-
long friends
Shigeko “Shag” Morishita and
Elsie Uyematsu (Osajima) both hit
100 in July.

They celebrated their 100th
birthdays from their wheelchairs
with extended family and friends.
Shag had a large gathering taking up
all of Leonard Kim’s Cherrystones
in Gardena. Elsie had a small party
at Hollenbeck Palms.

Shag and Elsie show us the
resilience that over 90 years of
friendship can bring. Elsie’s sister,
Helen Matsunaga, remarked how
the two of them used to sit and talk
for hours apart from everybody else
at Japanese school. They share one
quality that stands out and may be
the key to their longevity. They both
have the innate quality of speaking
their mind — with no regrets.

The photo from the Butte High
School yearbook, “Year’s Flight,

Shigeko “Shag” Morishita with
grandson Craig Tomooka and
daughter Kathy Block at her 100th
birthday party.

Celebrating New Centenarians

1943,” (
shows El- BmS

sie, Shag,
and Elsie’s
sister Helen
as members
of the Royal
Thespian
club. Butte
was the high
school at the
Gila War Re-
location Au-
thority Cen-
ter in Rivers,

By Mary Uyematsu Kao

Arizona. : N
After - ke s

lunch and  gyge Uyematsu and her sister Helen Matsunaga — the

C?k? at El- Morita sisters — at Elsie’s 100th birthday party.

sie’s par-

ty, Shag

showed her relentless spunk. “El-
sie,” she scolded, “how can you
fall asleep at your own birthday
party!?!” Elsie made a brief ac-
knowledgment to Shag, and went
back to sleep.

Omedetou, Shag and Elsie!
Yatta ne!

Mary Uyematsu Kao is the
author/photographer of “Rockin’

the Boat: Flashbacks of the 1970s
Asian Movement” and formerly
the publications coordinator of
the UCLA Asian American Studies
Center (1987-2018). She received
her MA from UCLA Asian American
Studies in 2007. She welcomes com-
ments, questions, and/or criticisms
at uyematsu72@gmail.com. Opin-
ions expressed are not necessarily
those of The Rafu Shimpo.

Roval Thespiau

FRONT ROW LEFT TO RIGHT
JANE KOYAMA
ELSIE MORITA
SHIGEKD NISHIJIMA
JUNE MORIWAHKI
BEVERLY VOSHIMOTO
BETTY AHIVAMA
HELEN MORITA
Fumi ANRAKU

TOP  JACK HASAI
VOSHIO NAKAMURA
0SCAR 1NDUVE

The Royal Thespian members pictured in Gila’s 1943 yearbook “In
Flight.” Elsie and Shag are second and third from left; Helen is second

from right.
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RELIGION

SCHEDULE

N

GardenaBuddhist Church 1517
W. 166th St, Gardena 90247,
310-327-9400. Gardenabuddhist-
church.org.

Higashi Honganji Buddhist
Temple 505 E. 3rd St, L.A. 90013,
213-626-4200. hhbt-la.org. Bish-
op Noriaki Ito.

Jodoshu North America Bud-
dhist Missions P.O. Box 11068,
Torrance, CA 90510, 213-346-
9666.

Koyasan Buddhist Temple 342
E. 1st St, L.A. 90012, 213-624-
1267. www.koyasanbetsuin.org.

Las Vegas Buddhist Sangha
4110 N Martin Luther King Blvd,
North Las Vegas, NV 89032,
702-483-9754. LVBS.org. Led by
Bishop Rev. Marvin Harada and
minister’s assistants. Please join
us every 2nd and 4th Sunday of
the month at 10 am.

L.A. Hompa Hongwanji Bud-
dhist Temple 815 E. 1st St, L.A.
90012, 213-680-9130. nishihong-
wanji-la.org, Rimban William
Briones. Services are back in-
person. We do recommend that
masks be worn while indoors.

Long Beach Buddhist Church
2360 Santa Fe Ave, Long Beach

90810, 562-426-4014.

Montebello Plymouth Congre-
gational Church 144 S. Green-
wood Ave. Montebello CA 90640,
(323)721-5568 Montebelloucc.
org. Join us for in-person and
online worship service at 10 am
Sunday mornings or Youtube.com/
mpccuce. Contact mpcc@monte-
belloucc.org for details.

Orange County Buddhist Church
909 S. Dale Ave, Anaheim 92804,
714-827-9590. Ocbuddhist.org.
Aug 17 (Sun), 10 am—Summer
Dharma service @Kodo in-person.
Aug 20 (Wed), 7 pm—Zoom mind-
fulness service. Aug 24 (Sun), 10
am—Summer Dharma service @
Kodo in-person. Aug 27 (Wed),
7 pm—Zoom mindfulness service.
Aug 31 (Sun): No services in ob-
servance of Labor Day.

Pasadena Buddhist Temple 1993
Glen Ave, Pasadena 91103, 626-
798-4781. Pasadenabuddhist-
temple.org. Resident minister:
Rev. Jundo Gregory Gibbs.

Senshin Buddhist Temple 1311
W. 37th St, L.A. 90007, 323-731-
4617. senshintemple@gmail.com,
senshintemple.org.

SNI Church (Seicho-No-le)
South Bay Center 14527 S. Ver-

mont Ave, Gardena 90247.

SNI Church (Seicho-No-le) Or-
ange Center 2225 E. Lincoln Ave,
Anaheim, 92806, 714-776-5759.

Union Church of L.A. 401 E.
Third St, L.A. 90013, 213-629-
3876. www.unionchurchla.org.
Email: English@unionchurchla.
org, Nichigo@unionchurchla.org
Weekly worship is held at 11 am
in-person and on Zoom.

Venice Hongwanji Buddhist
Temple 12371 Braddock Dr., Cul-
ver City, 90230. 310-391-4351.
vhbt.org. We are open for in-person
Tuesday morning services during
August at 9:30 am, on Aug 19
and 26. Regular Sunday morning
services shall resume in early Sep-
tember Please check our website,
vhbt.org, for more information.

W. Covina Buddhist Temple 1203
W. Puente Ave, W. Covina 91790,
626-689-1040. livingdharma.org.
There is no Sunday service in
August. The next service will be
on Sunday, Sept 7, at 10 am with
hybrid format.

W.L.A. Buddhist Temple 2003
Corinth Ave, L.A. 90025, 310-477-
7274. Rev. Koho Takata and Rev.
Koe Umezu. No Sunday services
in August. No bingo.

Wintersburg Presbyterian
Church 2000 N. Fairview St, Santa
Ana 92706, 714-740-9400. win-
tersburg.org.

Zenshuji Soto Mission 123 S.
Hewitt St, L.A. 90012, 213-624-
8658. Check for details and sched-
ule changes: www.zenshuji.org.
Zen Aerobics for Seniors and their
family and friends on Sundays,
1 pm offered online Zoom and
in-person when conditions are
deemed safe. Call to confirm the
schedule and check the website for
additional classes.

Tax Tips

continued from page 5

* Claimant becomes delinquent on
a senior lien;

* Claimant refinances or obtains
reverse mortgage; or

» State Controller’s Office learns

postponement was granted in error.

Applications become available in
September 2025. During the filing
period of Oct. 1 to Feb. 10, applica-
tions will be reviewed in the order
received, based on the postmark date.
Typical processing time is six to eight
weeks depending on the volume of
applications.

Applications will be approved and
taxes postponed on a first-come, first-
served basis, so it makes sense to apply
on Oct. 1. If there are not enough PTP
funds to cover all eligible applicants,
the state controller will notify the ap-
plicants.

Once you’re approved the first year,
you are not automatically approved the
next year. To be eligible for the PTP
program, a homeowner must apply and
meet the PTP eligibility requirements
each year. California law does not
allow the State Controller’s Office to
make exceptions for previously eligible
applicants.

In conclusion, we’re not talking
about big money. But if your property

taxes are $5,000 per year, that’s saving
$416 per month!!! What would you do
with an extra $416 per month? It could
mean joining a local community center
and having lunch with your buddies a
few more times each month.

Judd Matsunaga, Esq., is the found-
ing partner of the Law Offices of
Matsunaga & Associates, specializing
in estate/Medi-Cal planning, probate,
personal injury and real estate law.
With offices in Torrance, Hollywood,
Sherman Oaks, Pasadena and Foun-
tain Valley, he can be reached at (800)
411-0546. Opinions expressed in this
column are not necessarily those of
The Rafu Shimpo.

To submit information to our
religion calendar, please contact
Peter Yoon by email at Petery@rafi.
com. Submissions are due by noon
on Friday, one week in advance of
publication.

Anaheim Revive Church
(formerly AFMC) 1001 N. Mayflower
St, Anaheim 92801, 714-827-0782
anaheimrevive.org

Centenary United Methodist
Church 300 S. Central Ave, L.A.
90013, 213-617-9097.

Central Japanese American
Community Church of SDA 2113
East Villa St, Pasadena, 91107. 626-
304-7800.

Chatsworth West United
Methodist Church 10824 Topanga
Canyon Blvd, Chatsworth, 91331.

Christ Episcopal Church 408 S.
Broadway, Redondo Beach, 90277,
310-540-1722.

Christ Presbyterian Church of
Hollywood 4011 W. Clinton St, L.A.
90004, 323-665-358]1.

Church of Perfect Liberty L.A.
1130 W. 223rd St, Torrance, 90502,
310-328-4861.

Crossway Church of San
Fernando Valley (formerly San
Fernando Valley Holiness) 9610
Haddon Ave, Pacoima 91331. 818-
896-1676 (E), 818-899-4115 (J).

Davar Church 1539 E. Howard St,
Pasadena 91104, 626-398-2290.

Evergreen Baptist Church of L.A.
1255 San Gabriel Blvd, Rosemead
91770, 626-280-0477.

Evergreen Baptist Church of San
Gabriel Valley 323 Workman Mill Rd,
La Puente 91746, 626-363-0300.

Faith United Methodist Church
2115 W. 182nd St (at Van Ness),
Torrance 90504, 310-217-7000.

First Presbyterian Church 2775
Lincoln Ave, Altadena 91001, 626-
791-4271.

Gardena Valley Baptist Church
1630 W. 158th Street, Gardena 90247,
310-323-5683.

Gedatsu Church USA 7850
Hill Dr, S. San Gabriel 91770, 626-
288-1212.

Gospel Venture International

Church (GVIC) 17811 S. Western
Ave, Gardena, 90248, 310-527-6112.

Grace First Presbyterian Church
3955 N. Studebaker Rd, Long Beach
90808, 562-420-3393.

Hope Chapel Torrance 3521 W
Lomita Blvd, 2nd Floor, Suite 202,
Torrance 90505.

Japanese American Christian
Chapel 300 Mission Dr, Camarillo
93010, 805-384-9333.

L.A. Holiness Church 3660
S. Gramercy PI, L.A. 90018, 323-
733-5000.

Lutheran Church of the
Resurrection 9812 Hamilton Ave,
Huntington Beach, 92646.

Lutheran Oriental Church 2654
W. 164th St, Torrance 90504, 310-
329-9345.

Mission Valley Free Methodist
Church 1201 S. San Gabriel Blvd, San
Gabriel 91776, 626-285-6788.

New Life Christian Church 1020
W. Kenneth Rd, Glendale 91202, 818-
242-8801.

Newport Beach Higashi Honganji
254 Victoria St, Costa Mesa 92627,
949-722-1202.

Nichiren Shu Buddhist Temple
2801 E. 4th St, L.A. 90033, 323-
262-7886.

Orange County Christian
Church 4872 Bishop St, Cypress
90630, 714-827-2801.

Palos Verdes Baptist Church 28
Moccasin Lane, Rolling Hills Estates
90274, 310-541-1811.

Pioneer Ocean View United
Church of Christ 2550 Fairfield St,
San Diego, 92110, 619-276-4881.

Resplendent Light Community
Church 3200 Ocean Park Blvd, Santa
Monica, 90405, 310-450-0459.

Rise OC 3198-B Airport Loop Dr,
Costa Mesa 92626, 714-641-1944.

Rissho Kosei-kai Buddhist
Church of L.A. 2701 E. 1st St, L.A.
90033, 323-269-4741.

Sage Granada Park United
Methodist Church 1850 W. Hellman
Ave, Alhambra 91803, 626-284-3229.

San Fernando Valley Hongwanji
Buddhist Temple 9450 Remick Ave,
Pacoima 91331, 818-899-4030.

South Bay Adventist Church
401 S. Prospect Ave, Redondo Beach,
90277, 323-214-3123.

South Bay Japanese Episcopal
Church 408 S. Broadway, Redondo
Beach, 90277, 323-616-4208.

Sozenji Buddhist Temple 3020
W. Beverly Blvd, Montebello 90640,
323-724-6866.

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
1432 Engracia Ave, Torrance, 90501,
310-328-3781.

St. Francis Xavier Chapel
Japanese Catholic Center (Mary-
knoll) 222 S. Hewitt St, L.A. 90012,
213-626-2279.

St. John’s Episcopal Cathedral
514 West Adams Blvd, Los Angeles,
90017, 213-747-6285.

St. Mary’s Episcopal Church 961
S. Mariposa Ave, L.A. 90006, 213-
387-1334.

Sukyo Mahikari Centers for
Spiritual Development 860 E.
Mariposa St, Altadena, 91001, 626-
529-4160, 23151 Camino Altozano,
Rancho Santa Margarita, 949-459-
1409 and 3525 Lomita Blvd., Torrance,
310-987-3082.

Sunrise Foursquare Church 5853
Laurel Canyon Blvd, Valley Village
91607, 818-782-8738.

Sunrise Van Nuys Church 14705
Wyandotte St, Van Nuys 91405, 818-
782-8738.

Tenrikyo Mission HQ in America
2727 E. First St, L.A. 90033, 323-
261-3379.

Torrance First Lutheran Church
2900 Carson St, Torrance 90503, 310-
320-9920.

Venice Free Methodist 4871
Centinela Ave, L.A. 90066, 310-
822-8094.

W. Covina Christian Church 1100
E. Cameron Ave, W. Covina 91790,
626-917-0743.

Westlight Community Church
2650 Federal Avenue, L.A., 90064.

W.L.A. Holiness Church 1710 S.
Butler Ave, L.A. 90025, 310-473-2138
(E), 310-473-2130 (J).

W.L.A. United Methodist Church
1913 Purdue Ave, L.A. 90025, 310-
479-1379.

OBON AND SUMMER FESTIVALS

AUG 16 — Las Vegas Buddhist Sangha Obon Festi-
val, 10 am-4 pm at Bill and Lillie Heinrich YMCA, 4141
Meadows Ln, Las Vegas. Bon Odori; cultural perfor-
mances including drumming by Kaminari Taiko; raffle
including $2,000 and $000 cash prizes; silent auction
(bid online or in person); memorial lanterns (customize
to honor relatives and friends); craft fair; food trucks.
Info: (702) 483-9754, www.lvbs.org

AUG 16— Natsumatsuri Summer Festival, 12-5 pm
at Japanese American National Museum’s Democracy
Center and Norman Y. Mineta Democracy Plaza, 100 N
Central Ave, Little Tokyo. Cultural performances, sto-
rytime with author and race car driver Nadine Sachiko
Hsu, summer-themed crafts and origami, exclusive

dhistchurch.com

activities connected to JANM’s new exhibition, “Cruis-
ing J-Town.” Info/tickets: www.janm.org/events/2025-
08-16/2025-natsumatsuri-family-festival

AUG 23 — Bon Odori, 3-9:30 pm at Long Beach
Buddhist Church, 2360 Santa Fe Ave, Long Beach.
Ondo dancing, games, taiko performance, yummy
food and more. Info: (562) 426-4014, longbeachbud-

AUG 23 — OCO Club Natsu Matsuri, 4-6 pm at
Tanaka Farms, 5380 3/4 University Dr, Irvine. Dango,
shave ice, kettle corn, roasted corn, squid, sesame
chicken and more. Parking: $25. Carpooling recom-
mended. Must pre-register as parking is limited. Info:
oconatsumatsuri.org

EDE ot Caloridas

We welcome submissions to our
Events Calendar. Email information
to jyamamoto@rafu.com.

AUG 15-23 — “Considering
Summer 2025 at Patricia Sweetow
Gallery, 1700 S Santa Fe Ave, Suite
351, Los Angeles. 12 artists, including
Wakana Kimura, reframe memory,
loss, ceremony, family, history, poli-
tics, culture, labor, and the here and
now through textiles, ceramics, paint,
drawing, metal, beads, repurposed
miscellany, and glass. Hours: Closed
Sun-Mon; 11 am-6 pm Tue-Sat. Info:
(213) 265-7471, www.patriciasweet-
owgallery.com

AUG 15-30 — “how deep how far
we can go” at Perrotin Los Angeles,
5036 W Pico Blvd, Los Angeles.
Hours: Closed Sun-Mon, 10 am-6 pm
Tue-Sat. Exhibition by internationally
acclaimed artist Aya Takano, her 11th
solo exhibition with the gallery, brings
together new paintings, drawings, and
installations that explore memory, an-
cestral consciousness, and the timeless
connection between all beings — hu-
man and non-human alike. Info: (323)
433-4063. www.perrotin.com

AUG 15-31 — “Unfolding Memo-
ries: Art of Testimony” at LA Artcore,
120 Judge John Aiso St, Little Tokyo.
Exhibition by visual artist Chiho Ha-
razaki explores themes of memory,
identity, and cultural tension, inviting
audiences to reflect on the enduring
impact of wartime trauma. Inspired
by interviews with individuals who
experienced war in Japan and the
US. Opening reception and live event
Aug. 16, 5-9 pm. Gallery hours: Thur-
Sun, 12-4 pm. Info: chihoharazaki.
com or follow @chiho harazaki on
Instagram.

AUG 15-NOV 12 — JANM on
the Go presents “Cruising J-Town:
Behind the Wheel of the Nikkei Com-
munity” at Peter and Merle Mulin
Gallery, ArtCenter College of Design,
1111 S Arroyo Pkwy, Pasadena. Cu-
rated by cultural scholar and writer Dr.
Oliver Wang, the exhibition chronicles
the people and stories behind how
Japanese Americans have played vital
roles in countless car scenes through-
out the region. Hours: Wed—Sun, 12-5
pm. Free admission. Info: www.janm.
org/exhibits/cruising-j-town

AUG 16-17 — Nisei Week Japa-
nese Festival in Little Tokyo. Events
include cultural exhibits at Japanese
American Cultural & Community
Center; Plaza Festival at JACCC
Plaza; Taiko Gathering, Aug 17 at
JACCC Plaza; Ondo Public Street
Dancing and Closing Ceremony, Aug
17 on First Street. Info: (213) 687-
7193, https://niseiweek.org

AUG 17— Screening of “My Life
as Dog” (1985), 2:30 pm at Faith
United Methodist Church, 2115 W
182nd St, Torrance. In the late ‘50s,
young Ingemar learns a lot about life
and himself when he is sent away from
his sick mother to live with his aunt
and uncle in a town full of eccentrics.
Free admission and popcorn. Short
reflection after movie. Info: (310)
217-7000, faithsouthbay.org

Through AUG 17 — Noren Ex-
hibition at MISE )5 at Toshizo Wata-
nabe Exhibition Center, Japanese
American Cultural & Community
Center, 244 S San Pedro St, Little
Tokyo. Designed by calligrapher
Kuniharu Yoshida, with support from
Mimi Wada and Kohei Matsuno, this
installation features 24 noren, fabric
dividers traditionally hung in door-
ways, each inscribed with a word or
phrase that welcomes visitors into
the space. Free; no RSVP required.
Info: (213) 656-1120, mise@jaccc.
org, https://jaccc.org/events/noren-
exhibition/

AUG 18 — One-day-only re-
release of Mamoru Hosoda’s “The
Boy and the Beast” (2015) at selected
theaters. When Kyuta, a young orphan
living on the streets of Shibuya, stum-
bles into a fantastic world of beasts,
he’s taken in by Kumatetsu, a gruff,
rough-around-the-edges warrior beast
who’s been searching for the perfect
apprentice. In Japanese with English
subtitles. Presented by Crunchyroll
and Sony Pictures Entertainment.
Theater locations and tickets: www.
fandango.com/mamoru-hosodas-
the-boy-and-the-beast-2025-241417/
movie-overview

AUG 20 — Izakaya Sunsets:

Chill, 5-8 pm at Toshizo Watanabe
Culinary Cultural Center/James Irvine
Japanese Garden, Japanese American
Cultural & Community Center, 244 S
San Pedro St, Little Tokyo. Sip Japa-
nese spirits and beers either indoors
or outdoors while DJ Korean Abdul
Jabbar sets the vibe with city pop and
mid-tempo grooves. Enjoy seasonal
small bites curated by JACCC Chef
Gary Matsumoto. You’ll also receive
an otoshi, a small appetizer served
as a welcoming gesture to start your
experience. Admission: $5. Must be
21+. Tickets: https://jaccc.org/events/
izakaya-sunsets-chill/

AUG 21 — Elemental Funk, 7-10
pm (5:30 pm for steak dinner) at Gar-
dena Elks Lodge, 1735 W 162nd St,
Gardena. Info: (310) 327-1919

AUG 22 — A Walk with Mineo
Mizuno, artist-led tour, 3:30-5 pm
(meet at 3 pm) at The Huntington
Library, Art Museum and Botanical
Gardens, 1151 Oxford Rd, San Ma-
rino. Mizuno is a California-based
artist known for blending Japanese
aesthetics with natural materials. Ja-
pan America Society of SoCal mem-
bers and students, $35; non-members,
$45. Optional networking afterwards
at a nearby brewery/restaurant (self-
pay). RSVP by Aug 6. Register: www.
jas-socal.org/event-6253849

AUG 22 — “T Am an American:
The Nisei Soldier Experience Travel-
ing Exhibit” South Bay event at East
Room, El Camino College, 16007
Crenshaw Blvd, Torrance. Recep-
tion 6 pm, program 7 pm. Preview
of 11-city tour featuring soldiers
who served in the 100th/442nd and
MIS. Speakers: Gen. Eric Shinseki
(retired), 34th chief of staff, US Army;
Christine Sato-Yamazaki executive
director, National Veterans Network;
David Ono, KABC news anchor and
documentary filmmaker. Panel discus-
sion with Nisei veteran families. Info/
RSVP: Helen Ota, Helen@nvnvets.
org, or https://nvnvets.org/

AUG 22 — Dave Iwataki presents
“J-Town/Bronzeville Suite,” 6-9 pm
at Grand Performances, 350 S Grand
Ave, Los Angeles. Powerful perfor-
mance blending the soulful rhythms of
jazz, the intricate beauty of traditional
Japanese music, and evocative dance
to bring a little-known chapter of Los
Angeles history to vivid life. Free
with RSVP. Info: www.grandperfor-
mances.org/events/bronzevillesuite

AUG 23 — Perfectly Imperfect:
Discover Kintsugi with POJ Studio,
9-10:30 am at MISE i at Toshizo
Watanabe Exhibition Center, Japanese
American Cultural & Community
Center, 244 S San Pedro St, Little To-
kyo. Discover the beauty of imperfec-
tion through kintsugi, the traditional
Japanese art of golden repair. Must
be 13+. $180 + $18 fee. Info/tickets:
https://jaccc.org/events/perfectly-
imperfect-discover-kintsugi-with-
poj-studio/

AUG 23 — Little Tokyo Parkin-
son’s Support Group meeting, 10
am-12 pm at Union Church of Los
Angeles, 401 E Third St, Little Tokyo.
Barbecue party with entertainment.
Members, friends, caregivers and fam-
ily members welcome. RSVP to Union
Church, (213) 629-3876, 10 am-4 pm
Mon, Wed, Thur; Lorraine Arakaki,
(626) 282-7366 or (818) 317-8006
(cell); Yoko Kawaguchi, (213) 278-
0368 or (626) 525-9779 (cell).

AUG 23 — Maryknoll Ben-
efit Dinner Dance, “Our Old School
Band,” 5-10 pm at Maryknoll Au-
ditorium, St Francis Xavier Chapel,
222 S Hewitt St, Los Angeles. Guest
musicians: Brian Yamamoto, Dave
Honjio, Wade Inouye, Wayne Nagao.
Net proceeds go to building mainte-
nance. Forms and payments must be
received by Aug 10. Limited parking
available on site. Info: (213) 626-2279

AUG 23 — Lula Washington
Theatre 45th Anniversary Celebra-
tion, 8 pm at The Ford, 2580 Ca-
huenga Blvd E, Los Angeles. An
evening honoring the company’s
legacy and cultural impact in LA
and beyond. Dancers include Kozue
Kasahara who will perform “Satyric
Festival Song” (1932), a solo piece
choreographed by Martha Graham;
and an ensemble piece, “Songs of
the Disinherited” (1972), choreo-
graphed by Donald McKayle. Info/
tickets: www.theford.com/events/
performances/4075/2025-08-23/lula-

washington-dance-theatre

AUG 23-27 — Hayao Miyazaki’s
“Ponyo” (2008) at selected theaters.
Aug 23 (dubbed), 4 pm; Aug 24
(dubbed), 4 and 7 pm; Aug 25 (sub-
titled), 7 pm; Aug 26 (subtitled), 7
pm; Aug 27 (dubbed), 7 pm. A spunky
little goldfish makes a wish to become
human, throwing the entire balance of
nature into turmoil. Theater locations
and tickets: www.fathomentertain-
ment.com/releases/ponyo-studio-
ghibli-fest-2025/

AUG 24 — “Tam Tran Goes to
Washington,” 4 pm at David Henry
Hwang Theater, 120 Judge John Aiso
St, Little Tokyo. Premiere benefit
performance of East West Players’
2025/26 Theatre for Youth presenta-
tion. A UCLA senior finds herself
thrust into the spotlight when her
undocumented status draws her into
the fight for the DREAM Act. The
program will feature a conversation
between playwright Elizabeth Wong
and other guests; longtime EWP art-
ist, actor, and labor advocate Clyde
Kusatsu will host. Dessert reception
will follow in the Union Center for
the Arts Aratani Courtyard. Tickets:
$100. Proceeds benefit Theatre for
Youth and EWP’s other Arts Educa-
tion program, EWPlay! Info: (213)
625-7000, info@eastwestplayers.org

AUG 25 — 25th Annual Prime
Minister’s Cup Golf Tournament at
Los Verdes Golf Course, 7000 Los
Verdes Dr, Rancho Palos Verdes.
Check-in, 11 am (box lunch included).
Shotgun tee-off, 1 pm. Awards dinner
immediately following tournament.
Proceeds support Japanese Chamber
of Commerce Foundation’s efforts
to promote educational, cultural, and
business exchange between the U.S.
and Japan. Player registration by
Aug 15. Info: (213) 626-3067, www.
jecsc.org

AUG 15— “Tofu 101,” 7-8:30 pm
online. Tofu specialist Shiori Kudo
will speak about the deep-rooted cul-
ture of tofu — its history, regional di-
versity, and the unique world of “craft
tofu” made by skilled artisans. Co-pre-
sented by Japan Foundation Los An-
geles and Table for Two USA. RSVP:
https://Ip.constantcontactpages.com/
ev/reg/

AUG 30 — R&B, pop, and jazz
standards with Ron Kobayashi, 5:30-
10 pm at Disneyland Hotel, Broken
Spell Lounge, 1150 Magic Way, Ana-
heim. Info: disneyland.disney.go.com

Through AUG 30 —“Tea for
Two: The Teapots of Gloria and
Sonny Kamm” at Craft in America,
8415 W 3rd St, Los Angeles. Hours:
Tue-Sat, 12-6 pm. Unique, one-of-
a-kind teapots made by important
contemporary designers, architects,
painters, sculptors, ceramicists and
craftspeople, including Keiko Fuka-
zawa, Joan Takayama-Ogawa and
Akio Takamori. Info: (323) 951-0610,
craftinamerica.org

AUG 30-31 —Anime Impulse,
10 am-6 pm at Anaheim Convention
Center, 800 W Katella Ave, Anaheim.
A weekend-long celebration of all
things anime, manga, video games,
and fandom with a massive Vendor
Hall and Artist Alley for attendees to
shop to their hearts’ content, special
appearances from voice actors, co-
splayers, influencers, and streamers,
nonstop live entertainment, and a near
endless selection from food booths.
Info/tickets: https://animeimpulse.
com/orange-county

AUG 31 — Sashiko Basics: In-
troduction Workshop for Beginners,
10 am-12:30 pm at Kosaka Center
for Arts & Crafts, Japanese American
Cultural & Community Center, 244 S
San Pedro St, Little Tokyo. Explore
the beauty and tradition of Japanese
embroidery while receiving a material
kit. Instructor: Sanae Suzuki. $80 +
$8 fee. Info/tickets: https://jaccc.org/
events/sashiko-basics-introduction-
workshop-for-beginners-2025/

Through SEPT 1 — “Neo-Ja-
ponism | Samurai and Beyond: Ex-
ploring Tradition Through Technol-
ogy,” at Japan House Los Angeles,
6801 Hollywood Blvd, Hollywood.
Hours: Mon-Fri, 11 am-7 pm; Sat-
Sun, 11 am-8 pm. This exhibition
introduces visitors to the innovative
technologies NHK utilizes in its
most popular “Taiga” dramas to pres-
ent historical settings. The annual
year-long drama series often depict
samurai, warlords, noblewomen, and
court ladies from the pre-modern
period. Free admission. Info: (800)
516-0565, info@japanhousela.com,
japanhousela.com
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