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Spate of Vandalism
Art, landmarks defaced in Little Tokyo.
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TARIFF TALKS: Japan’s industry
minister Ryosei Akazawa on March
6 urged the U.S. not to impose
higher tariffs than those agreed
last year, as the two countries
advance preparations for a meet-
ing between their leaders later
this month. Following talks with
U.S. Commerce Secretary Howard
Lutnickin Washington lasting about
two hours, Akazawa told reporters
they also discussed the next round
of joint business projects, as well
as cooperation in the strategically
important fields of energy, critical
minerals and artificial intelligence.
The meeting between Akazawa,
minister of economy, trade and
industry, and Lutnick came after
the U.S. Supreme Courtinvalidated
President Trump’s sweeping global
tariffs two weeks ago, dealing
a severe blow to his signature
economic policy. Since then, con-
fusion over Trump’s tariff strategy
has intensified. A new 10% global
tariff intended to temporarily re-
place the invalidated duties, which
Trump announced shortly after the
legal defeat, took effect on Feb.
24, relying on a different statute.
Trump and senior administration
officials have said the rate of the
new blanket tariff will be raised to
15%, and they will consider more
durable country-by-country duties
while imposing the temporary levy,
set to last 150 days.

LAUNCHER MOVED: The Ground
Self-Defense Force transported
on March 9 a launcher and
other equipment to its garrison in
Kumamoto on the southwestern
island of Kyushu to prepare for
a long-range missile deployment
there. The first such deployment,
expected to be completed within
this month, comes as Japan seeks
to acquire counterstrike capabili-
ties to hit enemy targets, marking
a turning point from the coun-
try’s exclusively defense-oriented
policy under its war-renouncing
Constitution.
rovinithernews: oo

HOUSING SETTLEMENT:
A settlement was announced
March 5 in a long-running lawsuit
on behalf of senior citizens living in
allegedly unsafe conditions in Ca-
thay Manor, a 16-story apartment
building in Chinatown. Two groups
— Neighborhood Legal Services
of Los Angeles and Asian Ameri-
cans Advancing Justice Southern
California — announced the agree-
ment. Despite receiving federal
subsidies to provide safe housing
forlow-income seniors, the owners
and managers of Cathay Manor
engaged in a years-long pattern of
abusive behavior, the Los Angeles
Superior Court lawsuit filed against
CCOA Housing Corp. and Don
Toy alleged. Problems escalated
significantly during the summer of
2021, when both elevators broke
down, forcing disabled seniors to
climb low-lit, dangerous stairwells
and leaving others trapped in their
apartments for weeks, the suit stat-
ed. In their previous court papers,
the landlord’s attorneys denied
the tenants’ allegations and said
any damages they had “may have
been caused in whole or in part by
the negligence or fault of others.”
A resolution was reached in Janu-
ary with the plaintiffs collectively
receiving a six-figure compensa-
tion, the plaintiffs’ attorneys said.
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Colleen Hanabusa, Former U.S. Representative,
Hawaii Senate President

HONOLULU — For-
mer U.S. Rep. Col-
leen Wakako Hanabusa
passed away on March
5 at the age of 74, after
a private battle with
cancer.

Born on May 4,
1951, in Waianae, Ha-
waii, Hanabusa dedicat-
ed her life to advocating
for the people of Ha-
waii, leaving an indel-
ible mark on both state
and federal politics.

She earned multiple degrees from
the University of Hawaii at Manoa,
including a B.A. in economics and
sociology in 1973, an M.A. in soci-
ology in 1975, and a Juris Doctorate
in 1977. This academic background
prepared her for a successful career
as a labor lawyer, a profession she
practiced for two decades before

Colleen Hanabusa

entering public office.

Her political career
began in 1998 when she
was elected to the Ha-
waii State Senate, rep-
resenting the 21st Dis-
trict. During her 12 years
as a senator, Hanabusa
quickly rose through the
ranks, serving as Senate
majority leader. In 2007,
she made history by be-
coming the first woman
to serve as president of
the State Senate.

In 2010, Hanabusa successfully
ran for national office, winning elec-
tion to the U.S. House of Representa-
tives for Hawaii’s 1st congressional
district. She served two terms, from
2011 to 2015, and was a vocal advo-
cate for Hawaii’s interests, including
securing funding for critical projects
like the East-West Center and the

Pacific Tsunami Warning Center.

In 2012, after the death of U.S.
Sen. Daniel Inouye, it was announced
that Inouye had sent a letter shortly
before his death to Gov. Neil Ab-
ercrombie, stating his desire that
Hanabusa be appointed to the seat.
Abercrombie instead appointed Lt.
Gov. Brian Schatz. Hanabusa chal-
lenged Schatz in the Democratic
primary for the 2014 special election,
but narrowly lost.

Hanabusa returned to the House
in 2016, winning a special election
to fill the vacancy left by the death
of Rep. Mark Takai and serving until
2019. Throughout her time in Con-
gress, she was known for her strong
advocacy for working families, Na-
tive Hawaiian communities, and the
broader Pacific region.

In 2017, Hanabusa ran for gover-
nor instead of seeking re-election to

Please see Hanabusa, page 2

Fox 11’s Hirasuna to Receive Lifetime
Achievement Award from RTNA of SoCal

RAFU STAFF REPORT

The Radio and Television News
Association of Southern California
(RTNA) will present the 76th Golden
Mike Awards, honoring excellence
in broadcast news, on Saturday,

In 2012, she traveled to Japan on
a fellowship to report on recovery
and rebuilding efforts in the Tohoku
region a year after the great quake,
tsunami and nuclear disaster.

As an anchor, she’s handled

extended coverage of the Route 91

March 31, at the Hilton
Los Angeles/Universal
City, 555 Universal Hol-
lywood Dr., Universal
City.

Recipients of the
Lifetime Achievement
Award will include Su-
san Hirasuna of KTTV
(Fox 11).

Born in Encino and
raised in Simi Valley,
Hirasuna graduated
from USC. For more
than two decades, she
has anchored the week-
end news and reported for Fox 11.
Her work has been recognized by
the Los Angeles Emmy awards, the
Golden Mikes and New England
Emmy awards.

Susan Hirasuna

shooting in Las Vegas,
the death of Princess
Diana, and too many
wildfires and police pur-
suits to count.

Hirasuna is a long-
time member of the
Asian American Jour-
nalists Association and
served on its L.A. board
for years. Currently, she
is still active with the
chapter as an advisory
board member.

“I am shocked, hum-
bled and so grateful,” Hirasuna
responded on social media.

Raymond Mesa of KVEA and
Lisa McRee of Spectrum News 1 will
also receive the Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award.

KABC (ABC 7) is a finalist in
the Best Sportscast category for its
coverage of the Dodgers in Tokyo,
headed by Rob Fukuzaki.

KABC’s “David Ono Reports:
SoCal Firestorm” is a finalist for
Best Long-Form Program or Docu-
mentary.

Ono is also a finalist for Best Se-
rious Feature Reporting, 5 Minutes
or Longer for “FACEism 9066: The
Story of Toshi Ito and the Day of
Remembrance.”

KABC’s “Meet Mochi” is a final-
ist for Best Environmental Reporting,
10 Minutes or Less. Mochi, a parrot
with an enormous personality, is the
tiniest member of Ono’s family. The
report explains that birds are facing
arapid decline, their survival threat-
ened by human activity.

In the category of Best News Talk
Show or Public Affairs Program,
KTTV is a finalist for “In Depth:
Little Tokyo Endangered.”

Finalists for Best Long-Form

Program or Documentary include
Please see Hirasuna, page 4

Ajinomoto Foods North America Expands Recall
for Chicken and Pork Fried Rice, Ramen, and Shu Mai Products

WASHINGTON — Ajinomoto Foods
North America, Inc., a Portland,
Ore., establishment, is expanding its
Feb. 19 recall of frozen not ready-
to-eat (NRTE) chicken products that
may be contaminated with foreign
material, specifically glass, the U.S.
Department of Agriculture’s Food
Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS)
announced March 3.

The establishment is recalling
approximately 33,617,045 additional
pounds of various ready-to-eat (RTE)
and NRTE chicken and pork fried
rice, ramen, and shu mai dumpling
products, for a combined total of
36,987,575 pounds subject to recall.

This expansion includes 16 prod-
ucts produced between Oct. 21,
2024, and Feb. 26, 2026, under
brand names Ajinomoto, Kroger,

Ling Ling, Tai Pei, and Trader Joe’s.
These products have best-by dates
ranging from Feb. 28, 2026, through
Aug. 19,2027.

The products subject to recall
bear establishment number P-18356,
P-18356B, or P-47971 inside the
USDA mark of inspection. The
items were shipped to retail loca-
tions nationwide. Certain Ajinomoto
items were exported to Canada and
Mexico.

The problem was discovered
when the establishment notified FSIS
that it received multiple consumer
complaints involving glass found in
product. Upon further investigation,
the establishment determined that a
vegetable source ingredient, specifi-
cally carrots, was the likely source

Please see Recall, page 4
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One of the Ajinomoto products
covered by the recall.

Matsuhisa Among California
Hall of Fame Inductees

SACRAMENTO — Gov. Gavin
Newsom, First Partner Jennifer
Siebel Newsom, and the California
Museum on March 3 announced the
19th class of the California Hall of
Fame, celebrating trailblazers whose
achievements embody California’s
spirit of resilience and creativity.

This class also shines a spot-
light on Los Angeles as a global
hub of culture and innovation.

The inductees will be for-
mally enshrined during a cere-
mony at the California Museum
in Sacramento on March 19,
celebrating their contributions
to civic life, creativity, and
social progress.

They include Nobuyuki
Matsuhisa, a highly influential
chef, known simply as “Nobu,”
whose Nobu and Matsuhisa res-
taurants have changed the way
the world eats. His restaurants
span five continents, with 40 lo-
cations worldwide. He is known
for his fusion cuisine blending
traditional Japanese dishes with
Peruvian ingredients. His signa-
ture dish is black cod in miso.

Also inducted were:

John L. Burton, a lifelong
public servant and legislator whose
fierce advocacy for civil rights,
healthcare, and foster youth has left
a lasting mark on California.

Jamie Lee Curtis, one of Hol-
lywood’s most enduring stars, with
a five-decade career and an Acad-
emy Award-winning performance in
“Everything Everywhere All at

Once.” A passionate humanitarian,
Emmy and Golden Globe winner,
and best-selling children’s book
author, she continues to inspire
audiences worldwide.

Riane Eisler, a pioneering sys-
tems scientist, cultural historian, and
author of the international bestseller

Nobu Matsuhisa

“The Chalice and the Blade,” which
is published in 27 languages. She has
advanced a groundbreaking vision of
human rights and caring, sustainable
societies that has influenced leaders

and movements worldwide.
Janet Evans, one of the greatest
distance swimmers of all time and
Please see Hall of Fame, page 3

Kathleen Saito Yuille to Receive
Lifetime Achievement Award
at Heart Mountain Pilgrimage

POWELL, Wyo. — Heart Mountain
Wyoming Foundation board member
Kathleen Saito Yuille, who was born
behind barbed wire in the camp hos-
pital, will receive the Douglas Nelson
Lifetime Achievement Award during
the Heart Mountain Pilgrimage on
July 23-25.

Yuille has led the pil-
grimage activities since
she joined the board in
2009, and she is a dedi-
cated fundraiser. She is the
youngest child of the Saito
family from San Francis-
co, who were incarcerated
at Heart Mountain from
1942 to 1945.

our Smithsonian-affiliate museum,
she contributed significantly to our
website and museum content, and
ultimately executing a successful
grand opening with the support of
our volunteers and staff. We were
honored to have over 1,000 former
incarcerees, families, and supporters
join us for that historic
day.”

The Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award is named
for HMWF Vice Chair
Douglas Nelson, who
first visited the site of the
former camp as a gradu-
ate student at the Uni-
versity of Wyoming in

A resident of River
Hills, Wis., Yuille is a
former trustee of the Mil-
waukee Art Museum and
a fundraiser and activist for the Uni-
versity School of Milwaukee, where
her two children, Kevin and Vanessa,
were students.

She credits Vanessa’s prodding
for leading her to join the board on
which her older sister, Setsuko Saito
Higuchi, was a member until her
death in 2005. Setsuko Higuchi is
the mother of Shirley Ann Higuchi,
chair of the HMWF board.

“Kathy joined the board dur-
ing a critical growth period for the
foundation,” Shirley Ann Higuchi
said. “Prior to the 2011 opening of

Kathleen Yuille

1968. His book, “Heart
Mountain: The History of
an American Concentra-
tion Camp,” was the first
book to chronicle the sacrifices of the
Heart Mountain draft resisters. It has
been republished by the foundation
and is available for sale at the Heart
Mountain store and online.

The HMWF preserves the site
where some 14,000 Japanese Ameri-
cans were unjustly incarcerated in
Wyoming from 1942 through 1945.
Their stories are told within the foun-
dation’s museum, Heart Mountain
Interpretive Center, located between
Cody and Powell. For more informa-
tion, call the center at (307) 754-8000
or email info@heartmountain.org.

JANM Announces Four New Board Members

The Japanese American National
Museum (JANM) announces four
new members to its Board of Trustees
and Board of Governors.

Ford Fujii joined the JANM Board
of Trustees and Glenn Kaino, David
Ige, and Toshizo

Ford Fujii is a fourth-generation
Japanese American originally from
Honolulu. He spent his career with
IBM in Northern and Southern Cali-
fornia, where he worked in business
development and managed global

“Tom” Watanabe
joined the JANM
Board of Governors.

“Our new board
members bring a
wealth of innova-
tion, artistry, vision,
and entrepreneur-
ship to JANM’s

leadership,” said Ford Fujii

Toshizo Watanabe

received his BS in Biomedical and
Electrical Engineering from the Uni-
versity of Southern California. He
and his wife, Mari, reside in Irvine.

Glenn Kaino is an acclaimed con-
temporary artist whose practice spans
across sculpture,
painting, filmmak-
ing, performance, in-
stallation, and large-
scale public work. An
Emmy and Webby
award-winning pro-
ducer and documen-
tarian, his films have
been featured at the
Tribeca Film Festival

William T. Fujioka,
chair of the Board of Trustees. “We
greatly appreciate their commitment
and dedication to supporting JANM’s
mission. We look forward to work-
ing with them to tell the full story of
the Japanese American community
— both its struggles and triumphs —
and honor the legacy of generations
who came before us.”

marketing and sales organizations
for large Fortune 500 companies in
the U.S. and Japan.

After retiring in 2015, he helped
launch a medical technology startup
that developed a new way to diagnose
pulmonary hypertension. Since 2023,
he has been an active JANM volun-
teer and Legacy Society member. He

and SXSW.

Kaino’s work is included in the
collections of the Los Angeles Coun-
ty Museum of Art, Orange County
Museum of Art, Hammer Museum,
and Museum of Contemporary Art
San Diego. His critically acclaimed
virtual reality work, “Aki’s Market,”

Please see JANM, page 4

Pilgrimage to Jerome
and Rohwer to Be Held in May

The Jerome Rohwer Pilgrimage
is set for May 20 to 23 in Arkansas.
The pilgrimage allows survi-
vors, descendants, and others to
learn about and discuss the legacy
and aftermath

tional discussions, social activities,
and opportunities to research family
histories.

A survivor who participated in
the 2025 pilgrimage said, “Coming
to this pilgrim-

of World War
II-era concen-
tration camps
in the U.S.
One day of the
pilgrimage is
a trip to the
camp sites in
Jerome and
Rohwer, with a
short program
in McGehee,
Ark., that in-
cludes taiko drummers and a short
Obon festival to honor the spirits of
the ancestors.

There will be two full days of
programming in Little Rock, with
historical sessions, survivor perspec-
tives, intergenerational and genera-

age has been
the most eye-
opening, most
emotional
journey for
myself, and
I’'m sure for
my daughter,
and for all of
us that are here
today. When I
return to our
retirement
community, I’'m going to tell every-
body what happened, and I’'m gonna
spread the word.”

The Jerome Rohwer Committee
encourages survivors, students, and
Yonsei and Gosei participation. For

Please see Pilgrimage, page 4
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Nisei Week’s Night
of Island Fun

Nisei Week’s Hospitality Com-
mittee held its annual Hawaiian
luau on Feb. 28, with hundreds
on hand for entertainment, dinner
from King’s Hawaiian Restaurant
and ‘ohana fun.

The event is one of the main
fundraisers for the Nisei Week
Foundation, and helps support the
organization’s relationships with
sisters in the U.S. and Japan.

The night also featured a raffle
and silent auction with a bevy of
gifts and treasures.

Photos by MIKEY HIRANO CULROSS / Rafu Shimpo
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Top and below: Music and
dance was provided by

Halau Hula a Kawika Laua |

‘o Leilani.Above, Nisei Week | ‘
5 Miss Tomodachi Mika Dyo

and family make the most of
their photo moment. Right:
Who doesn’t love King’s
rainbow cake? Left: Faith
Lee’s bids made her the
queen of the silent auction.
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Vandalism of Little Tokyo’s
Sugihara Statue Gets Attentlon in Japan

Local artist also
raises concerns
about damage
on Azusa Street.

By J. K. YAMAMOTO

RAFU STAFF WRITER

Incidents of graffiti and other
forms of vandalism in Little
Tokyo have been too numerous
to mention, particularly during
the ongoing anti-Trump protests
Downtown. However, one partic-
ular case has drawn international
attention.

A statue of Chiune Sugihara
(1900-1986), a Japanese diplomat
who saved thousands of Jewish
refugees from the Holocaust
during World War II, stands on
the corner of Second Street and
Central Avenue near the former
locations of Starbucks and Home
Depot. Created by sculptor Ra-
mon G. Velasco in 2002, it depicts
Sugihara sitting on a bench, hold-
ing some of the visas that allowed
the refugees to leave Lithuana before the arrival of the
Nazis in 1940. A plaque on a boulder next to the statue
describes Sugihara’s deeds.

Between Feb. 6 and 7, the statue was vandalized with
Sugihara’s head covered in red paint. Local artist Mike
Saijo posted a photo of the statue on social media on Feb.
9 with quotes from Sugihara, who disobeyed orders from
Tokyo not to get involved: “I could not allow these people
to die ... I had to follow my conscience ... I knew that
somebody would surely complain about me in the future.
But I myself thought this would be the right thing to do.”

In response, Saijo heard from Madoka Sugihara, who
runs a nonprofit in Japan dedicated to preserving her
grandfather’s legacy: “A friend in the U.S. informed me
of this news. As the granddaughter of Chiune Sugihara,
I am deeply saddened to hear about the incident at the
statue. However, I believe this is not just an act of vandal-
ism, but an opportunity for us to remember the spirit of
‘humanity’ and ‘courage’ that my grandfather stood for.

“Many of the refugees saved by my grandfather looked
to America as a land of freedom, peace, and tolerance.
I truly believe that the United States is a great nation of
justice and conscience.

“My heart and prayers are with the community in
Little Tokyo. I hope that we can move forward with
peace and hope.”

Sugihara later provided an update: “I wanted to share
some heartening news. Following the incident, Dr. Ted
Gover and Rabbi Abraham Cooper from the Simon Wi-
esenthal Center personally went to the site and worked
together to remove the paint. Thanks to their swift efforts,
the statue has been restored. It was a moving reminder of
the deep friendship between our family and the Jewish
community.

“I am reaching out today because Mainichi Shimbun,
one of Japan’s major national newspapers, is interested
in covering this story. They would like to use your photo
to illustrate both the incident and the cleanup efforts by
Ted and the rabbi ...

“Thank you for your care for the Little Tokyo com-
munity.”

Saijo then heard from Orange County resident Kinue
Tokudome: “Thank you so much for allowing the Japa-
nese daily Mainichi Shimbun to use your photo of the
vandalized Sugihara statue. I just returned from Japan,
where I accompanied the family members of the Sugihara
survivor and the curator of the Sugihara House museum in
Lithuania as they visited Sugihara-related sites in Japan.

“I am also a close friend of Rabbi Abraham Cooper
and Dr. Ted Gover, who cleaned the Sugihara statue just
a few days ago. My X post reporting on their act has
received 1.6 million views so far.

(https://x.com/twitter/status/2024765641723716019)

“Again, thank you for caring for this remarkable hu-
man being and for making sure that people learn from
his courageous act.”

Japan Daily reported on Feb. 26, “While the motive
remains unclear, the incident has raised concerns about
possible hate-related intent amid rising tensions. Officials
say they are continuing to monitor the situation.”

Over the years, people have placed hats or glasses on
the statue or written graffiti on its forehead, but the lat-
est incident was the most extensive vandalism in recent

Photos by J.K. YA
The statue of WWII diplomat Chiune

Sugihara was defaced with red paint in the graffiti, but much more work
early February, but has since been cleaned.

memory.

Little Tokyo Mural Defaced

Saijo also used social media to
alert the community about more
extensive damage done to a mural
on Azusa Street off San Pedro
Street, near the Japanese Ameri-
can Cultural & Community Cen-
ter’s Noguchi Plaza and Frances
K. Hashimoto Plaza. Historical
photographs were covered with
paint or partially blotted out with
some kind of corrosive chemical.

“Would you consider this a
hate crime or erasure of history?”
Saijo wrote on Jan. 4. “Last
night someone tagged over the
Chikashi Tanaka photos on the
historic Azusa Street in Little
Tokyo, and someone deliberately
painted over the faces. Few days
ago someone else had tagged over
some photos in blue but it wasn’t
over the faces like this.”

The artist has tried to clean up

MOTO / Rafu Shimpo

needs to be done.

“In conjunction with a pho-
tographic exhibition titled ‘Glowing Earth’ at the L.A.
Center for Photography, we installed a large-scale pho-
tographic series on Azusa Street by Chikashi Tanaka
from circa 1914, honoring the early Japanese American
community,” Saijo said. “Seeing these historic images
vandalized after recent protests was thought-provoking
— watching history itself being erased or disregarded. I
asked myself: What’s driving this?

“Vandalism stands in direct opposition to the cultural
preservation work we are trying to accomplish. From
the vandal’s perspective, tagging over an image may be
a way to claim ownership, gain visibility, or project a
political or personal message. But for the community, it
represents a loss — an attack on shared memory, identity,
and cultural assets.

“Unfortunately, vandalism in Little Tokyo has in-
creased significantly over the past decade and will likely
continue unless we collectively address it by enforcing
laws and reinforcing community values that protect our
neighborhood.”

Following a recent attack on a local shop owner, Saijo
organized a petition drive that gathered 100 community
signatures calling for security cameras and signage in the
area between the JACCC and Second Street, across from
Japanese Village Plaza.

“Community members have even offered financial
support, and we are currently exploring community-
monitored security camera options,” Saijo said. “These
efforts are not just about deterrence — they are about
stewardship, safety, and ensuring that the stories em-
bedded in Little Tokyo’s spaces are preserved for future
generations.”

“We are saddened and disgusted by the damage to the
Sugihara statue and ‘Azusa Street Revival’ mural,” stated
David Ikegami, president of the Little Tokyo Business
Association. “These works of art represent historically
significant periods in history and deserve to be revered
and respected.”

Ikegami added that a program addressing graffiti and
other forms of vandalism is in the planning stages and
due to be implemented in the coming weeks by LTBA’s
newly formed Little Tokyo Property and Business Im-
provement District (BID).

In January, historical potographs that are part of
a mural near the Japanese American Cultural &
Community Center were damaged or defaced.

NISEI WEek QU EEN

Hanabusa

Continued from page 1

Congress, but lost to incumbent Gov.
David Ige, a fellow Democrat, in the
primary. She also ran for mayor of
Honolulu in 2020.

Hanabusa remained committed to
public service, taking on a significant
leadership role as board chair for the
Honolulu Authority for Rapid Trans-
portation (HART), where she played
a crucial part in safeguarding federal
funding for a rail project. She retired
from the HART board in 2025 due to
health concerns. She is survived by
her husband, John Souza.

Hawaii’s elected officials paid
tribute to Hanabusa:

Sen. Mazie Hirono: “Colleen
was a fierce advocate who had strong
beliefs and fought for them with
conviction.

“I had the privilege of working
with Colleen in Congress, where
together we worked to continue
strengthening the trust relationship
between the federal government and
the Native Hawaiian community.

“I’m grateful to have known Col-
leen and to have worked alongside
her, and I'm sending my aloha to her
husband John, her family, and all who
loved her.”

Sen. Brian Schatz: “Colleen
Hanabusa brought toughness, integ-

rity, and deep aloha for Hawai‘i to
everything she did. I was fortunate
to see that first-hand when we served
together in Congress.”

Rep. Jill Tokuda: “As Senate
president, she led with her heart
and incomparable smarts. She stood
by me during some of my toughest
battles; as a young mother in the
chamber, she never once questioned
that I could both lead and nurture.

“In so many ways, she was a
trailblazer and a fighter who left an
indelible mark in Washington, D.C.
during her time in Congress. We are
all better because of her leadership
and service.

“To the Hanabusa and Souza
‘ohana, thank you for sharing Col-
leen with all of us, and may we seek
to live and lead like she did.”

Rep. Ed Case: “Hawai‘i has lost
one of our most talented, committed
and accomplished public servants.
Rep. Hanabusa achieved so much
throughout multiple careers, in-
cluding her almost seven years in
Congress, where she was a valued
and effective legislator, especially in
strengthening our national defense,
preserving our natural resources,
advancing Native Hawaiians and
protecting our civil rights.

“Hers was a life well lived for our
Hawai‘i and country, for which I am
grateful.”

Gov. Josh Green: “Colleen

was a proud daughter of Wai‘anae
who dedicated her life to serving
the people of Hawai‘i. She broke
barriers as the first woman to serve
as president of the Hawai‘i State
Senate and represented our state in
the United States Congress, always
advocating fiercely for her com-
munity and working families across
our islands.

“Her leadership, strength and
unwavering commitment to Hawai‘i
leave a legacy that will continue to
inspire generations.’

Hawaii Senate Democrats:
“Known for her strength, integrity,
and steadfast advocacy, she worked
tirelessly to ensure that the voices
of her constituents on the Leeward
Coast were heard and represented.
She later carried that same passion
and determination to Washington,
D.C., where she served the people of
Hawai‘i in the United States House
of Representatives.

“Senate President Sen. Ronald
D. Kouchi shared, ‘Colleen was
a brilliant legislator and tireless
advocate for the people of Hawai‘i,
and I was honored to call her a
friend.’

“Hanabusa’s legacy of service,
perseverance, and principled leader-
ship will continue to shape Hawai‘i
for generations to come. Hawai‘i is
stronger because of her dedication
and her willingness to stand up for
what she believed was right.”
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Mabel enters the animal world disguised as a beaver in “Hoppers.”

Cast Member Says Pixar’s ‘Hoppers’
Good for AAPI Representation

By J. K. YAMAMOTO

RAFU STAFF WRITER

The animated film “Hoppers” is not
only a major hit for Pixar but also a
step forward for AAPI representation,
according to a cast member.

“Hoppers” opened with $46 mil-
lion last weekend to lead all films in
North America, according to industry
estimates released March 8.

When scientists discover a way
to transfer human consciousness into
robotic animals, college misfit and
environmental activist Mabel Tanaka
(Piper Curda) uses the new technol-
ogy to disguise herself as a beaver and
uncover mysteries of the animal world
that are beyond anything she could
have ever imagined.

Curda’s father, Brig. Gen. Stephen
Curda, is the first Korean American to
reach the rank of one-star general in
the U.S. Army Reserve. Her credits

“Hoppers” cast members Piper
Curda and Karen Huie, who
play Mabel Tanaka and her
grandmother.
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include the Oscar-nominated drama
“May December” and the TV series
“Watson,” “The Morning Show,”
“Matlock,” “Raven’s Home” and “The
Flash.” She is also a recording artist.

Mabel is played as a child by
8-year-old Lila Liu, while her grandma
is played by Karen Huie, whose recent
credits include the TV series “The
Pitt,” “Blue Eye Samurai,” “Welcome
to Flatch” and “Abominable and the
Invisible City” and the video game
“Ghost of Tsushima.”

“Thanks to Marni Anhalt and Ste-
ven Niebert at Imperium 7, I got the
audition for ‘Hoppers’ and booked the
job,” said Huie. “I recorded twice in
New York City, once at Disney Studios
and again at the Pixar Campus in Em-
eryville, Calif. You’re in the booth with
a microphone, your imagination and
input from the director and producer,
Daniel Chong and Nichole Paradis
Grindle. I gave myself over to them
because I had no script and they knew
their vision and what they needed.

“Each time their film tested, people
wanted more of Grandma Tanaka, so
my part expanded.”

As is often the case with animated
films, the actors record their parts sepa-
rately and don’t actually meet until they
start promoting the finished product.

“It was announced Piper Curda,
Bobby Moynihan and Dave Franco
would be in ‘Hoppers.” We couldn’t
say anything about it until the cast was
officially announced,” Huie recalled.
“On Nov. 15, that list started with
Meryl Streep and more ‘Saturday
Night Live’ alumni: Mellissa Villase-
fior, Vanessa Bayer, Sam Richardson
and Ego Nwodim. Bobby Moynihan

Mabel and Grandma Tanaka in a scene from “Hoppers.”

was also from SNL.

“I was stymied to be in this list of
talent. I was thrilled to meet some of
them when I got to walk the red carpet
with the rest of the cast!”

Walking the red carpet at last
month’s Hollywood premiere was
memorable, not only because she in-
teracted with her fellow cast members
but also because she got to meet Pixar
luminaries, including Pete Docter,
head of the studio and creator of “Toy
Story”; and Peter Sohn, director of
“Elemental.” Huie was also inter-
viewed by George Pennacchio, ABC
7’s entertainment reporter.

Huie has been in the business since
the 1980s, appearing in such TV shows
as “The Jeffersons,” “St. Elsewhere,”
“T.J. Hooker” and “Cagney & Lacey.”
She had a significant role in the 1995
film “Wild Bill” opposite Jeff Bridges.
She is pleased with the AAPI repre-
sentation in “Hoppers.” “There is a
cornucopia of Asian American stories
told, being told and yet to be told. 'm
glad Grandma Tanaka is a park ranger
who happens to be Japanese American,
like her granddaughter Mabel ... I'm
proud we get to represent AAPI as
Americans in a Pixar film.

Karen Huie with Jon Hamm, who
plays Mayor Jerry in “Hoppers.”
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“Domee Shi wrote and directed
‘Turning Red,” which was a great Pixar
film that was culturally specific. It’s
wonderful there are more AAPI cul-
tures being represented now. In L.A.,
there are over 26 AAPI nationalities
represented. We’re all not the same.
Each of us isn’t even the same as we
were last year. It was Walter Pater who
said, ‘It’s the roughness of the eye that
makes any two things appear alike.” If
you think two things are alike, you’re
not looking deeply enough.”

Karen Huie with “Hoppers”
director Daniel Chong.

In the flashbacks of Mabel’s child-
hood, “Mabel’s mother can’t handle
her and dumps her off at Grandma
Tanaka’s,” Huie explained. “She
teaches her about finding peace in the
Glades behind her house. It’s there
Mabel finds peace and notices the crit-
ters living peacefully there. When the
mayor (Jon Hamm) tries to bulldoze
through there to put up a highway,
Mabel springs into action to save it.”

According to the movie’s press kit,
“Grandma Tanaka has always been a
calm, empathetic, consistent presence
in Mabel’s life, and understands her
granddaughter when others don’t.
From a young age, she teaches Mabel
about the importance of protecting the
beauty and innocence of nature. As
a member of the Beaverton Wildlife
Society, Grandma Tanaka believes that
as long as you take care of those around
you, you’ll be making a difference.”

The cast also includes Nichole
Sakura as the Reptile Queens, a trio
of snake sister monarchs. Formerly
credited as Nichole Bloom, she is best
known for her roles as Cheyenne in
the sitcom “Superstore,” Amanda in
“Shameless,” and Emily Davis in the
horror video game “Until Dawn.”

“Hoppers” has garnered mostly
positive reviews. Owen Gleiberman of
Variety said, “It’s top-drawer Pixar, a
reminder that when this studio is firing
on all cylinders, it will take you places
you’ve never imagined.”

Nell Minow of RogerEbert.com
wrote, “In a world that is often trou-
blingly us vs. them, it is good to see
the Pond Rules (which the animals in
the film live by) ... explored with a
deep understanding of Grandmother’s
wisdom, letting us all see that more is
accomplished when ‘we’ means all of
us are a part of something big.”

Academy Museum Showcases Studio
Ghibli’s ‘Ponyo’ with New Exhibit Items

Kyodo Photos

A new exhibit at the Academy Museum of Motion Pictures showcases
Studio Ghibli’s “Ponyo” during a preview event on Feb. 12.

By HANNAH BOWLUS

KYODO NEWS

A new exhibit opened to the pub-
lic Feb. 14 at a Los Angeles museum
showcases Studio Ghibli’s “Ponyo”
with over 120 pieces of original
ephemera from the creation of the
2008 animated film.

The interactive and immersive
exhibit at the Academy Museum of
Motion Pictures includes rarely seen
hand-drawn sketches by the film’s
director, Hayao Miyazaki, as well
as art boards and interviews with
animators.

The film, which hit U.S. theaters
in 2009, tells the story of a unique
friendship between Ponyo, a magi-
cal fish-like creature, and a human
child named Sosuke. It follows the
pair as Ponyo tries to become human
and unintentionally wreaks havoc by
upsetting the balance of nature.

The exhibit, titled “Studio Ghib-
li’s Ponyo,” highlights the artistry
of the filmmakers, documenting the
meticulous work of animators who
hand-drew every frame.

It also displays some of Miyaza-
ki’s notes for the animation process.
“Remember that Sosuke is a bright
boy,” a note on one sketch reads,
demonstrating how the characters’ in-
terior worlds were developed through
every slight nuance of the drawings.

Senior Exhibitions Curator Jes-
sica Niebel was amazed that Studio
Ghibli donated these pieces to the
museum.

“I almost fell out of my chair,” she
said. “They keep their work close to
their hearts and are very protective of
them, so I was overjoyed.”

Knowing that Miyazaki wrote
“Ponyo” for a wide audience, ranging
from preschool-age to adults, Niebel
designed the exhibit with the same

intent, playing with scale and giving
viewers a chance to explore.

A much larger version of the green
pail in which Sosuke carries Ponyo
invites children and adults to step
inside and imagine the world from
Ponyo’s perspective.

“What’s truly good for children
is also good for adults,” Niebel said,
paraphrasing Miyazaki. She hopes
the exhibit will educate and inspire
future filmmakers.

Miyazaki was the subject of one
of the Academy Museum’s inaugural
exhibits in 2021. He is popularly
regarded as a visionary animator
and filmmaker with a generation-
spanning impact on the animation
industry.

Founded by Miyazaki in 1985,
Studio Ghibli has won international
acclaim for its whimsical yet sincere
depictions of childhood and its seri-
ous meditations on environmental
destruction and war.

The museum is overseen by the
Academy of Motion Picture Arts
and Sciences, the collective of film-
makers behind the annual Academy
Awards, known as the Oscars. The
organization bestowed an honorary
Oscar to Miyazaki in 2014.

While “Ponyo” was not nomi-
nated for the prestigious awards, two
Miyazaki films — “Spirited Away”
and “The Boy and the Heron” — won
the Oscars for Best Animated Feature
Film in 2003 and 2024, respectively.

Studio Ghibli’s Ponyo runs at the
museum through Jan. 10, 2027.

The Academy Museum is located
at 6067 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles.
Hours: Wednesday through Monday,
10 a.m. to 6 p.m; closed Tuesday. For
more information: www.academy-
museum.org/en/exhibitions/studio-
ghiblis-ponyo

Kyodo Photos

Members of the press view items in an exhibit on the Studio Ghibli film
“Ponyo” at the Academy Museum of Motion Pictures on Feb. 12.

Hall of Fame

Continued from page 1

the first American woman to win
four individual Olympic gold medals
in swimming. Today, she serves as
chief athlete officer for the 2028 Los
Angeles Olympics.

Carl Lewis, widely regarded as
the greatest American track and field
athlete. With unmatched speed, pow-
er, and versatility, he dominated the
sprinting and long jump events in the
1980s and *90s, amassing nine gold
medals across four Olympic Games.

Mariachi Reyna de Los Angeles,
America’s first all-women mariachi
ensemble, which has transformed the
sound, look, and cultural imagination
of the musical tradition. Dazzling
international audiences for over
three decades, the vibrant group
has become a defining force in the
historically male-dominated genre.

Terry McMillan, an acclaimed au-
thor who wrote “Waiting to Exhale,”
“How Stella Got Her Groove Back,”
and other bestsellers. Her powerful
storytelling has elevated women’s
voices, centered Black experiences,
and reshaped American literature.

Arnold Schwarzenegger, a singu-
lar figure in California history, em-
bodying the Golden State’s promise
of opportunity. From humble begin-
nings, he built himself into a world
champion bodybuilder, Hollywood

icon, successful businessman, envi-
ronmentalist, philanthropist, bestsell-
ing author, and the 38th governor of
California.

“From the State Capitol to Los
Angeles, from bestselling books to
Olympic triumphs, the inductees of
the 19th class of the California Hall
of Fame have reshaped our culture
and our communities,” said Newsom.
“Resilient and innovative, these lead-
ers and luminaries represent the best
of the California spirit.”

“This year’s class embodies the
very best of California — creativity,
resilience, and a spirit of commu-
nity,” said Siebel Newsom. “These
honorees remind us that innovation
and courage flourish when people
are lifted up by those around them.
With deep ties to Los Angeles — a
city whose influence and imagination
continue to shape culture worldwide
— their stories not only celebrate
individual achievement, but also
reflect California’s power to inspire,
to open doors, and to reimagine what
is possible for generations to come.”

“The California Museum is hon-
ored to serve as home to the Califor-
nia Hall of Fame, where we celebrate
the extraordinary contributions of
Californians to our state and the
world,” said Anne Marie Petrie, chair
of the museum’s Board of Trustees.
“The 19th class embodies the spirit
of creativity that continues to shape

California’s legacy and inspire future
generations.”

Launched in 2006, the California
Hall of Fame recognizes history-
making Californians who embody
the state’s spirit of innovation and
have changed the state, the nation,
and the world. Inductees are selected
annually by the governor and first
partner for achievements across
arts, business, entertainment, food
and wine, literature, music, public
service, science, and sports.

Past inductees include civil rights
legend Mitsuye Endo, artist Ruth
Asawa, author Jeanne Wakatsuki
Houston, actor and activist George
Takei, and Olympic figure skater
Kristi Yamaguchi.

For more information, go to:
https://californiamuseum.org/cali-
fornia-hall-of-fame/
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SENIOR HOME
CARE SERVICES

Hope
International
Homecare, Inc.

Japanese bilingual care-
givers can cook, clean,
provide personal care with
all your home care needs.

- Part time to 24 hr care
- Companion care to
Hospice Care

We cover WLA, East L.A.,
Monterey Park, Orange
County, San Fernando Valley,
San Bernardino and Long
Beach.

(310) 782-7979

www.hi-homecare.com

F or information on how to place
an English section Classified
Ad in The Rafu Shimpo, please
call (213) 629-2231, ext. #100
or fax (213) 687-0737, Monday
through Friday, 9:30 a.m.-5:00
p.m. Deadline is 11 a.m. 8 days in
advance of publication date. Ads
must be prepaid by cash, check
or credit card (American Express,
Mastercard, and Visa). Include
your name and a daytime phone
number. In compliance with fedet-
al equal employment opportunity,
some ads under “Help Wanted”
may designate “man or woman,”
although the use of such terms does
not mean jobs are limited to male
or female applicants.

BEST CARE
CONNECTIONS
IN-HOME CARE

SERVICES

JAPANESE CAREGIVER
SERVICES

infoebcc-la.com
www.bcc-la.com

CALIFORNIA STATE LICENSE:
HCO#194700410

1-888-610-1160

(ENGLISH/JAPANESE)

TRAFO SHIMPO
WE PUBLISH
LEGAL NOTICES

SENIOR HOME
CARE SERVICES
JAPANESE HOME CARE

Japanese Caregivers available
to cook, clean, drive, etc. We
specialize in home exercise for
Parkinson’s Disease, Stroke &
more. Doctor of Physical Therapy
on staff.

CARELIFE (310) 373-6030
www.carelifeinc.com
Bonded & Insured

KAZOKU HOME
KIER—L

We’re a newly opened
Residential Care Facility for
elderly in Los Angeles area.

Please contact us if you're
looking for places for your
loved ones.

We also have afacility in Kyoto
Japan if you’re interested.

www.kazokuhomela.com

424-237-4914

TLC Renovation, Inc.
Carpentry, plumbing, electrical
& much more. Big or small jobs
welcomed. 25 years experience.

Licensed General
Contractor #538475
Bob Tanabe (818) 352-2233

Japanese Tree Trimming
Over 25 years experience
pruning matsu, juniper, maple,
kaki while dormant, and other
artistic trees. Serving all of
Southern California. Cal State
Long Beach grad.

TAKASHI TASH KUSHI
(714) 821-4808

Leave message anytime or call
after 6 p.m. Japanese is OK

ABC ROOFING-Since 1979. Free
estimate, reasonable price. Guar-
antee. Lic #425672 (213) 380-9073

BUSINESS SERVICES

Painting & carpenter jobs. Painter
from Japan License #764218
Oku Painting T(310) 490-9121

GARDENA STUDIO APARTMENT
All appliances and utilities
included. Covered parking. Nice
yard, $1095/mo. 310 756-2449

MASSAGE
THERAPIST WANTED
Location: West Los Angeles, CA
Part-Time (Monday — Saturday)
Hours: 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Pay: $25-$30 per hour
Please send resume to
Drchoacu@gmail.com

HIRING: MAINTENANCE
(On-Site)

Local to San Fernando Valley
Neighborhood
Shopping Center
Retired/Semi-Retired
Preferred

Call Bryan at
714-904-9605

PUBLISH YOUR
CLASSIFIEDS AND
LEGAL NOTICES
IN THE RAFU!
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FICTITIOUS
BUSINESS NAMES

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
2026012878

The following person(s) is (are)
doing business as:

1. YOKOO ELECTRIC

28011 RIDGECOVE CT. N.
RANCHO PALOS VERDES CA
90275

LOS ANGELES COUNTY

Articles of Incorporation or
Organization Number: Al #ON

REGISTERED OWNERS:

1. YOHSEI YOKOO

28011 RIDGECOVE CT. N.
RANCHO PALOS VERDES CA
90275

This business is being con-
ducted by: an Individual. The
date registrant commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed above on 11/2025.
| declare that all information in
this statement is true and correct.

Signed:

YOHSEI YOKOO, OWNER

This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Los Angeles

on JAN. 20, 2026.

NOTICE—In accordance with
subdivision (a) of Section 17920, a
Fictitious Name Statement gener-
ally expires at the end of five years
from the date on which it was filed
in the Office of the County Clerk,
except, as provided in Subdivision
(b) of Section 17920, where it ex-
pires 40 days after any change in
the facts set forth in the statement
pursuant to Section 17913 other
than a change in the residence
address of a registered owner.
A new Fictitious Business Name
Statement must be filed before
the expiration. Effective January
1, 2014, the Fictitious Business
Name Statement must be accom-
panied by the Affidavit of Identity
Form. The filing of this statement
does not of itself authorize the use
in this state of a Fictitious Business
Name in violation of the rights of
another under federal, state, or
common law (See Section 14411
et seq., Business and Professions
Code). | hereby certify that this
copy is a correct copy of the origi-
nal statement on file in my office.
DEAN C. LOGAN, Los Angeles
County Clerk.

Published: 2/20/26, 2/27/26,
3/6/26, 3/13/26.

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

Case No. 26PSCP00008
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

Superior Court of California,
County of Los Angeles

Pomona Courthouse South
400 Civic Center Plaza
Pomona, CA 91766

PETITION OF: Minh Duc Vu AKA
Timothy Minh Duc Vu for change
of name TO ALL INTERESTED
PERSONS:

1. Petitioner: Minh DucVu AKA
Timothy Minh Duc Vu filed a peti-
tion with this court for a decree
changing names as follows:

1. Present name:
Minh Duc Vu AKA Timothy Minh
DucVu

Proposed name:
Timothy Duc Vu

2. THE COURT ORDERS that
all persons interested in this
matter appear before this court
at the hearing indicated below
to show cause, if any, why the
petition for change of name
should not be granted. Any person
objecting to the name changes
described above must file a writ-
ten objection that includes the
reasons for the objection at least
two court days before the matter
is scheduled to be heard and must
appear at the hearing to show
cause why the petition should not
be granted. If no written objection
is timely filed, the court may grant
the petition without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING
Date: 4/10/2026, Time: 9:00 AM,
Dept. O, Room: 5th Floor

The address of the court is same
as noted above.

3. A copy of this Order to Show
Cause shall be published at
least once each week for four
successive weeks prior to the date
set forhearing on the petitionin the
following newspaper of general
circulation, printed in this county:

THE RAFU SHIMPO
Date: 2/05/2026

CHRISTIAN R. GULLON
Judge of the Superior Court

Published: 2/20/26, 2/27/26,
3/6/26, 3/13/26.

RS 100143

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

Case No. 25SMCP00655
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

Superior Court of California,
County of Los Angeles

1725 Main Street

Santa Monica, CA 90401

Santa Monica Courthouse

PETITION OF: Elijah Demetrio
Rostro for change of nameTO ALL
INTERESTED PERSONS:

1. Petitioner: Elijah Demetrio
Rostro filed a petition with this
court for a decree changing
names as follows:

1. Present name:
Elijah Demetrio Rostro

Proposed name:
Elijah Skylar Ashton

2. THE COURT ORDERS that
all persons interested in this
matter appear before this court
at the hearing indicated below
to show cause, if any, why the
petition for change of name
should not be granted. Any person
objecting to the name changes
described above must file a writ-
ten objection that includes the
reasons for the objection at least
two court days before the matter
is scheduled to be heard and must
appear at the hearing to show
cause why the petition should not
be granted. If no written objection
is timely filed, the court may grant
the petition without a hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING
Date: 03/27/2026, Time: 8:30a,
Dept. K, Room:

The address of the court is same
as noted above.

3. A copy of this Order to Show
Cause shall be published at
least once each week for four
successive weeks prior to the date
set for hearing on the petitionin the
following newspaper of general
circulation, printed in this county:

THE RAFU SHIMPO
Date: 12/24/2025

LAWRENCE H. CHO
Judge of the Superior Court

Published: 3/6/26, 3/13/26,
3/20/26, 3/27/26.

RS 100144
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St. Patrick s Day!

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

Case No. 26SMCP00075
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

Superior Court of California,
County of Los Angeles

1725 Main Street
Santa Monica, CA 90401

Santa Monica Courthouse

PETITION OF: James Peter
Demos aka James Demos
for change of name TO ALL
INTERESTED PERSONS:

1. Petitioner: James Peter
Demos aka James Demos filed
a petition with this court for a
decree changing names as
follows:

1. Present name:
James Peter Demos aka James
Demos

Proposed name:
James Chronos

2. THE COURT ORDERS that
all persons interested in this
matter appear before this court
at the hearing indicated below
to show cause, if any, why the
petition for change of name
should not be granted. Any person
objecting to the name changes
described above must file a writ-
ten objection that includes the
reasons for the objection at least
two court days before the matter
is scheduled to be heard and must
appear at the hearing to show
cause why the petition should not
be granted. If no written objection
is timely filed, the court may grant
the petition without a hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING
Date: 03/27/2026, Time: 8:30a,
Dept. K, Room:

The address of the court is same
as noted above.

3. A copy of this Order to Show
Cause shall be published at
least once each week for four
successive weeks prior to the date
set for hearing on the petitionin the
following newspaper of general
circulation, printed in this county:

THE RAFU SHIMPO
Date: 02/09/2026

LAWRENCE H. CHO
Judge of the Superior Court

Published: 3/6/26, 3/13/26,
3/20/26, 3/27/26.

RS 100145

JANM

Continued from page 1

was commissioned by JANM in
2023.

David Ige served as the eighth
governor of Hawaii from Dec. 1,
2014 through Dec. 5, 2022. He
was the first governor of Okinawan
descent in the U.S. He led Hawaii
through the COVID-19 pandemic
and worked to enhance the relation-
ship between Japan and Hawaii.

In 2016 he welcomed then Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe for a his-
toric meeting with President Barack
Obama at Pearl Harbor. He also
added two new sister-state agree-
ments with Hokkaido and Yamaguchi
prefectures, expanded sister-school
relations throughout Japan and
Hawaii, and initiated the first two
sister-library agreements.

In 2023 the government of Japan
awarded him with the Order of the
Rising Sun, Gold and Silver Star for
promoting regional exchanges and
mutual understanding between Japan
and the U.S.

Toshizo “Tom” Watanabe is the
president of the Toshizo Watanabe
Foundation, chair emeritus and
former president and CEO of Nik-
ken Global, an international home
wellness products company. He also
serves as the chairman of the Toshizo
Watanabe Foundation and is a board
member of the University of Iceland.

In 2023, he was honored with the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs Com-
mendation Award in recognition of
his efforts to foster mutual under-
standing between the U.S. and Japan
and to promote the preservation of
Japanese culture.

The Toshizo Watanabe Democ-
racy Fellowship is a signature initia-

tive of the Daniel K. Inouye Center
for the Preservation of Democracy at
JANM and is generously supported
by his contributions.

Green Hills Mortuary helps families honor life

through celebration and remembrance.

* Serving families of all faiths, with
special requests, and budgefs

* Free advanced funeral planning

Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 90275 (310) 831-0311 | GreenHillsMortuary.com

GREEN HILLS MORTUARY

and memorial chapel, inc.

Lic.# FD1175; CA Insurance # 0737077

P: 714-994-0599

Karl Kim, crpe, crTP
Retirement Planning Advisors, Inc.
Retirement Income, Estate Planning, Tax Planning, Investments
RetirementPlanningAdvisors.com

Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through Integrity Alliance, LLC. Member SIPC Integrity
Wealth is a marketing name for Integrity Alliance, LLC. Integrity Alliance, LLC and Retirement Planning Advisors,
Inc. are not affiliated companies. Karl Kim, Investment Advisor Representative. CA Insurance License #0810324

F: 714-994-0525

Complete Fishing Tackle

YAMAGUCHI
TERMITE CONTROL
SERVICE

INSPECTION and ESTIMATES
TERMITE REPORTS and ESCROW

(323) 663-1161

STATE LICENSE NO. 6377

Sharing. Community. Légacy.
kubotamortuary.com

Serving the community
over 70 years.
911 Venice Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 90015

T:213-749-1449
F:213-749-0265

FD-929

Living

Trusts

+Avoid Probate
- Stay in Control
+ Avoid Family Disputes
*Power of Attorneys

+ Trust Administration

e
Protect Your Family!

800-403-6078

Judd Masunaga’s
ELDER LAW SERVICES OF CALIFORNIA
A Professional Law Corporation

Offices in Encino, and

Get Last Years
Prices Today!

Must Call By: March 31,2026

il Judd Matsunaga
Attorney at Law
www.elderlawcalifornia.com

in Valley

OYAMA PLUMBING

PAUL MIDDO
LICENSE # 758457
(323) 313-5392

RESIDENTIAL REPAIRS-REMODELING-REPIPING
INSURED

John Saga

Electrical & Plumbing
Lic. #B502655 C10 C36
Specializing in:
Solar/Bath & Kitchen Remodel/
Electrical Panel Upgrade
Tank-less Water Heater-Re-Pipe-Repairs & More

310-377-2077

FULL SERVICE

HOME CARE

JAPANESE CAREGIVERS

215) 725-2275
VAR RELACOM
CALIFORNIA LICENSE &: 194700154

Recall

Continued from page 1

of the glass contamination, which
also impacted the additional products
subject to this expanded recall.

There have been no confirmed
reports of injury due to consumption
of this product. Anyone concerned
about an injury should contact a
healthcare provider.

FSIS is concerned that some prod-
uct may be in retailers’ or consum-
ers’ freezers. Consumers who have
purchased these products are urged
not to consume them. These products
should be thrown away or returned to
the place of purchase.

FSIS routinely conducts recall
effectiveness checks to verify recall-
ing firms notify their customers of
the recall and that steps are taken to
make certain that the product is no
longer available to consumers. When
available, the retail distribution lists
will be posted on the FSIS website at
www.fsis.usda.gov/recalls.

Consumers with questions about
the recall can contact Consumer
Affairs, Ajinomoto Foods North
America, at (855) 742-5011 or email
customercare@ajinomotofoods.
com.

Consumers with food safety
questions can call the toll-free

CHICK%AI

CHICKEN & VEGETABLE DUMPLINGS
WITH TANGY SOY SAUCE PACKET

_ with st fried rice, vey emhl” 3
A eusoneddurk(hitl(:nmga!ansséggx |

FD #808

FUKUI
IS

UNDERSTANDING

SINCE 1918

FUKUI MORTUARY
707 E. Temple Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012

213-626-0441

CHINESE INSPIRATIONS

CHICKEN
FRIED RICE

BLEND OF LONG GRAIN RICE,
WHITE MEAT CHICKEN,
ASSORTED VEGETABLES & EGG

Some of the Ajinomoto products covered by the recall.

USDA Meat and Poultry Hotline
at 888-MPHotline (888-674-6854)
or send a question via email to
MPHotline @usda.gov.

For consumers that need to report
a problem with a meat, poultry, or
egg product, the online Electronic

Hirasuna

Continued from page 1

KLCS for “From Saigon to the OC”
and KPBS for “Fall of Saigon at 50.”
Other categories include:

Best Newscast Airing Between
4 p.m. and Midnight

Best Daytime Newscast

Best Weekend Newscast

Best Weather Segment

Best Sports Reporting

Best Continuing Coverage

Best Live Coverage of 2025
SoCal Wildfires

Best Coverage of a News Story

Jeff Baugh Award for Best
Airborne Coverage

Best Specialty News Program

Best News Reporting

Best Investigative Reporting

Best Light Feature Reporting

Sam Rubin Award for Best
Entertainment Reporting

Best Business and Consumer
Reporting

Best Government and Political

TOY

PHOTOGRAPHIC STUDIO

235 West Fairview Ave., San Gabriel, CA 91776
(800) 552-8454 (626) 289-5674

Free Parking

Reporting
Best Medical and Science
Reporting

No-host cocktails at 5 p.m.; dinner
and ceremony at 6 p.m.

Tickets are $190 per person.
Tables may be reserved for parties
of 10 for $1,800. Limited number of
tickets available.

All tickets are will-call and will
be available in the lobby of the
ballroom.

For more information and ticket
link, go to www.rtnasocal.org. Direct
questions to info@rtna.org.

Consumer Complaint Monitoring
System can be accessed 24 hours
a day at https://foodcomplaint.fsis.
usda.gov/eCCF/.

Pilgrimage

Continued from page 1

survivors with financial need, regis-
tration fees can be reduced or waived.
Students and those 25 years old or
younger with financial need may also
receive reduced registration rates. If
you would like to take advantage of
the discounts, write to registration@
jeromerohwer.org.

A generous donation was recently
made to JRC, making it possible to
offer several travel fund grants to stu-
dents. One grant may be offered to a
teacher. Details will be forthcoming.

Registration deadline is April 25.
For more information, go to: https://
jeromerohwer.org/pilgrimage/
registration-and-pilgrimage-
information

CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTING OPPORTUNITY
for Contractors, Subcontractors, Suppliers

Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts Invite Bids
for the Construction of:

VALENCIA WATER RECLAMATION PLANT
STORMWATER MANAGEMENT IMPROVEMENTS

(Bid Opening May 05, 2026 - Estimate $2,600,000 - $3,900,000)

Contracting and Supply Opportunities Include:

Civil Construction, Excavation, Electricians, Mechanical, Plumbers,
Drivers, Paving, and Liner Work.

Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts encourage participation
of minority, women, disadvantaged, disabled veterans,
and small business enterprises.

Plans and Specifications may be obtained through Quest Construction
Data Network (QuestCDN) for a nonrefundable fee of $22.00. This can be
done via a link on the Districts’ Listing of Advertised Construction Projects

webpage https://www.lacsd.org/opportunities/bidspur/constrbids.asp or
by inputting Quest project number 10082755 through the QuestCDN
website (www.questcdn.com).

Visit our Web site at “www.lacsd.org” and click on
“Opportunities, Construction Bids”
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THROUGH THE FIRE By Mary Uyematsu Kao

On Feb. 19,
the Huntington
Library hosted
a talk by Pro-
fessor Wendy
Cheng (American Studies and Eth-
nicity, USC), titled “What Camellias
Have Seen.” Her talk explored the
impact of camellias in a sweeping
historical context, from the earliest
days of British colonialism in the
17th century, up through the settler
colonialism of the 20th century.
Originally migrating from East Asia,
camellias became an esteemed trea-
sure of the elite classes in the Western
Hemisphere.

Cheng is currently a Simon and
June Li Fellow at the Huntington Li-
brary. Simon and June Li are actively
involved donors of the Huntington.
June Li was the founding curator of
the Chinese Garden: its first phase
opened in 2008; second phase in 2014;
and final phase in 2020.

Through June’s skillful steward-
ship, the garden was named Liu
Fang Yuan — the Garden of Flowing
Fragrance, and today is among the
largest classical Chinese gardens in
the world. Simon Li is on the seven-
member Board of Trustees that leads
the institution.

While not touted as a Day of
Remembrance event, Cheng’s talk
explored how Roosevelt’s Executive
Order 9066 resulted in the forced sale
of camellias by Japanese growers
who were being forced to leave the
West Coast. As such, camellia history
became intertwined with the mass
incarceration of Japanese Americans
during World War I1.

While the Huntington Library
has the oldest camellia collection

her website: “In my research and
public-facing work, I am committed
to efforts to transform landscapes
and institutions in order to create
accountability to the past as well as
more socially just futures.” (https://
wendycheng.com/about/)

Descanso Gardens is known to be

Simon and June Li attending
Cheng’s talk.

North America’s largest camellia col-
lection — designated an International
Camellia Garden of Excellence by
the International Camellia Society.
According to americancamellias.
com, Descansco has a total of 15,000-
30,000 camellias of 700+ distinct
cultivars/species.

As former Descanso executive di-
rector (2005-2016), David R. Brown
exclaimed: “This beautiful garden has
special significance to me because
it is tangible, enduring recognition
of the role/contribution of Japanese
Americans in the very existence

of Descanso. If Mr. Boddy had not
purchased those camellias from the
Uyematsu and Yoshimura families,
there would in all likelihood not be
a Descanso Gardens for the public to
enjoy today.”

Wendy Cheng has been instrumen-
tal in connecting Descanso Gardens
with the Uyematsu and Yoshimura
families, to recognize how its base
crop of camellias were a product of
EO 9066. This work is certainly tes-
tament to a dedicated commitment to
her mission. Her continued support
has evolved into new signage and a
newly planted Camellia Forest Trail.

The trail opens with cherry trees,
memorializing F.M. Uyematsu, the
“Camellia King” who preferred to
think of himself as “Grandpa Cherry
Blossom.” The new signage is dedi-
cated to Uyematsu, the Yoshimura
family, and the Nuccio family. The
Yoshimuras’ San Gabriel Nursery
recently celebrated their 100th an-
niversary. Julius Nuccio, founder of
the Nuccio Nursery, was first struck
by the beauty of camellias as a young
boy living across the street from the
Mission Nursery (now the San Gabriel
Nursery) — as learned from Wendy’s
talk at the Huntington.

The Nuccio nursery fell victim
to the recent Altadena fire, forcing a
sooner-than-planned closure. The Nu-
ccios made large donations of camel-
lias to Descanso and The Huntington.

The Camellia Forest Trail features
camellias from many different collec-
tions acquired over the years. As Au-
tumn Ayers, manager of horticulture
& collections, explains:

“Along the Camellia Forest Trail,

‘What Camellias Have Seen’: A Huntington Library Day of Remembrance

Photo y “Kim Baer

Tour of Descanso Gardens’ Camellia Forest Trail. From left: John Kao,
Mia Suh, Emi Yoshimura, Autumn Ayers, David Bare, Arian Noorzai,
Mary Uyematsu Kao, Wendy Cheng.

in addition to the Uyematsu Collection
and the Nuccio Nurseries Collection,
we also have the Camellia Species
Collection (showcasing the diversity
of different wild species of camellia),
the Higo Camellia Collection (particu-
larly loved by the samurai that come
from the Kumamoto Prefecture), and
the Reticulata Collection (celebrat-
ing the role that Descanso played in
introducing Camellia reticulata plants
to the United States from China).”
Descanso has had a dedicated
camellia staff, including recently
retired David Bare, who has been suc-
ceeded by Kelly Fernandez, Autumn
Ayers, Andrew Fleming, and former
camellia specialist Arian Noorzai.
As an Afghan immigrant, Noorzai
was attracted to work at Descanso

because he identified with the WWII
Uyematsu/Yoshimura story. Noorzai
planted dozens of new camellias in
record time for the opening of the
new trail.

Ayers, a walking camellia encyclo-
pedia, recently applied for registration
of a new cultivar identified as a wild
offspring from an Uyematsu cultivar.
She gave the Uyematsu family the
honor of naming it, and a new “Sa-
chiKumiSonoko” camellia is forth-
coming — named for F.M.’s three
daughters: Sachiko Marian, Kumiko
Alice, and Sonoko Flora (in order of
youngest to oldest).

Continuing commendation goes
to Emi Yoshimura, former director of
education and currently chief opera-
tions and administration officer, who

has been the mainstay through many
different iterations to give recognition
to the Uyematsu and Yoshimura fami-
lies. She is of no relation to the San
Gabriel Nursery/Yoshimura family.

Emi has partnered with Wendy
Cheng, Mia Suh (great-granddaughter
of F.M.), myself, and the late Amy
Uyematsu to honor F.M. Uyematsu’s
camellias at Descanso — the lasting
beauty despite the plunder of Execu-
tive Order 9066.

For future interest in F.M. Uyemat-
su, I have donated a “F.M. and Kuni
Uyematsu Collection” of photographs
and other papers to the Huntington
Library. It will not be available for
public view for at least two years.
The collection contains many 1930s
studio portraits of Uyematsu friends
from the Japanese American com-
munity, and collections of tanka by
Kuni Uyematsu (F.M.’s second wife).

Note: The Uyematsu and Yo-
shimura family exhibits that were
housed in the Boddy House Library
in December 2023 are no longer there.
A new iteration of the history of Des-
canso that will include the Uyematsu
and Yoshimura contributions is in
the works.

Mary Uyematsu Kao is the author/
photographer of “Rockin’ the Boat:
Flashbacks of the 1970s Asian Move-
ment” (Second edition, 2025) and

formerly the publications coordinator

of the UCLA Asian American Studies
Center (1987-2018). She received
her MA from UCLA Asian American
Studies in 2007. She welcomes com-
ments, questions, and/or criticisms at
uyematsu72@gmail.com. Opinions
expressed are not necessarily those
of The Rafu Shimpo.

in Southern California, Descanso d ° ° ° D
Gardens has the largest camellia col- Mrs ° Eml Shlmoyama Hlno
lection. Manchester Boddy, the origi-
nal proprietor of Descanso, bought V.. . . . .
320,000 and 30,000 camellias from Emi Shimoyama Hino, 85, of Northridge, California, passed away
the nurseries of F.M. Uyematsu and on February 12, 2026, following a battle with cancer.
Fred Waiichi Yoshimura, respectively, Emi was born on December 31, 1940 in Fallon, Nevada to Densaku
within days of Executive Order 9066’ and Chiyoko Sano. She was the third of six children, and in 1947,
declaration. , the family moved to San Mateo, California. Emi was a star pupil in
dictcol;;rlfl g%?gggguglglgéhglﬁgggﬁ: grade school, earning the prestigious Turnbull Award. She attended
which she will be exploring in her UC Berkeley, where she studied psychology and English. She then
forthcoming book, through the vision embarked on a career in education, working for decades as an
of camellias, and nine other plants elementary school teacher. She married Minoru Shimoyama and
with migrations brought by imperial- raised two children in Northridge. Following her retirement from
ism. Her perspective gives us pause Fhoto: Mary Uyematsu Kao teaching, Emi was busier than ever. She began dancing, joining an \ o
to reflect on history as witnessed by ~ Current Descanso staff: Kelly Fernandez, Andrew Fleming, Autumn odori group and teaching line dance to seniors at the San Fernando
g‘i}gggﬁéﬂ? continue to inhabit our  Ayers, Emi Yoshimura, and Shannon Dillon. Japanese American Community Center. She married her second husband, Frank Hino, and
Her talk can be seen at: wwwyou 2 took up his hobby of growing orchids. Emi enjoyed traveling and spending time with her
tube.com/watch?v=j7W5c6Dc0x0 é Fumiko Jinkawa A family and beloved granddaughter, Kiyomi. Emi was an active member of the Chatsworth
Cheng describes her mission on United Methodist Church (formerly West Valley UMC) and treasured her community.
Jinkawa, Fumiko (age 97), Tokyo, Japan-born, resident Emi is remembered as a loving and patient mother and grandmother, brilliant with an
of Monterey Park, passed away peacefully in her sleep at enduring thirst for knowledge, and always wearing a smile. Emi lived her life with joy and
home on February 17, 2026. Predeceased by her husband, gratitude. She is survived by her two children, Suzi Shimoyama (Tadashi Moody) and Todd
Ben Hisato; survived by son Jon Makoto Jinkawa and Shimoyama (Rosemary Gutierrez-Shimoyama); and one granddaughter, Kiyomi Moody; as
daughter Ann Hiroko (Ron Ken) Nakahira; grandchildren well as her siblings, Fujiko Yamasaki and Hiroshi Sano; and their families. She was preceded
Skyler Satoshi Jinkawa, Sara Kiyomi (Kyle Takashi) in death by her husband, Frank.
Kotani, Kathryn Akemi Nakahira, and Travis Toshikazu A celebration of life will be held Saturday, March 28, 11 a.m. at the San Fernando Japanese
Nakahira; sister of Takako Yokota of Chiba, Japan and American Community Center. Please RSVP at Emicelebration@gmail.com.
Sachiko Tezuka of Yokohama, Japan. She is also survived www.fukuimortuary.com (213) 626-0441
by many other relatives here and in Japan. Funeral service
will be held Saturday, March 28, 2026, 1 p.m. at the Los
Angeles Hompa Hongwanji Buddhist Temple, 815 E.
fmage courtesy of The H““ﬁ“.gm First St., Los Angeles, CA 90012.
::(’}‘fl?:sl?lzlﬁie:;);lsgeel;)g. ig.eaklng \ www.fukuimortuary.com (213) 626-0441 J L J
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George Takata Yoshio C. Nakamura
June 30, 1925-November 22, 2025
George Takata was born on July 7, 1932, and went to heaven on ) ) . , )
March 1, 2026, at the age of 93. He was the son of the late Yoichi and A Ce.lel.)ratlc?n of Life fOf_YOShIO YOSh Nakamura will }:)e held ?t
Mifu Takata. George was married to his beloved wife, Kim Sachiko the Whittier High School Vic Lopez Auditorium, 12417 Philadelphia
Takata, for nearly 62 years until her passing in March of 2020. He St., Whittier, CA 90601, Saturday, March 21,2026 at 2 p.m. It is open |
was the beloved brother of Isamu Takata and Miyoko Fukumoto and to the public. The Auditorium is actually located on Whittier Ave.
loving father of Diana Takata and son-in-law, Don Thompson. He is near Bailey St. The parking lot is to the north of the Auditorium. -
survived by many other loving family members in California and Whittier High School is where Y(.)sh'Nakamura st.arte'd his teaching
Japan, his church family, and golf buddies. career as an art teacher. An Arts Building is named in his honor at the
George lived most of his life in Southern California, as a youth in school. B ) ,
Kagoshima, Japan and his later years, from 2004 through the end of Please wear colorful clothes or Hawaiian attire to reflect Yosh.s
his life, in Middletown and Frederick, Md. cheerful attitude. Yosh was a snappy dresser and was known for his
He was a master gardener and professional landscaper and was known for his beautifully bright purple jacket. . . . i
designed Japanese gardens. He joyfully volunteered throughout his lifetime and held Nakamura was born in Rosemead, Calif. and atte'nded El Monte High School before belr}
leadership positions from the 1980s through 2004 with the San Fernando Valley Gardeners evacuated from the West Coast pursuant to Executive Order 9066 and eventually placed in
Association, Southern California Gardeners Friendship Society and Southern California Gila River concentration camp, where persons of Japanese ancestry were incarcerated. From
Gardeners Federation Co-Op serving as auditor, treasurer, and president. there he joined the Army to prove his loye}lty as an American. He had faith that the country
During his years in Southern California, he enjoyed “shigin,” a traditional form of Japanese would e.ve}ltualluy realize that what they did was wrong. _
vocal art and poetry, dating back to the late Edo period. In addition, he enjoyed karaoke YF’Sth Yosh” Nakamura was a World War II veteran anq served in the legendary 442nd
singing, fishing with friends in the Japanese American community, and volunteering for Regimental Comba’F Team of the Army, C.omposed Of Amer.lcans of ]gpangse ancestry, that
many years at the Keiro Nursing Home in Los Angeles, California. beca.me the most highly decorated unit in U. S. military history for its size and length of
In 2004, he retired and took up golf while taking lessons at Frederick Community College. SELVICE, . . . .
At its conclusion he became one of the founding members of the Hope Valley Senior Golf Nakamura received his B.A. and M.F.A. degrees from the University of Southern
League and continued to play on with the Senior League at Maple Run. California. He then. went on to teach art at Rio HQndo Community College and eventually
George loved his church family at Middletown United Methodist Church. He and Kim became a Vice .Pre51denjc of the Couegeﬂbe'fore ret1rer51.ent, .
became members in 2004 and George was baptized in 2005. .An accomplished artist, h1§ etchlr}g Flight Th.ree is Part of the collection of the Joseph
At the end of his life George said, “Thank you. I lived a lovely life.” A kind, humble, Hirshhorn Museum of the Smithsonian Museum in Washington, D.C. _
dignified, responsible, and hard-working man with a beautiful smile, he lived a life of He is survived by his daughter, Linda Nakamura Oberholtzer; his son, Daniel Nakamura
service, devotion to family, and love of country. (wife, Paula Stinson), son, Joel 'Nakarm%ra (wife, Kathleen Nakamgra); grandchildren, Kai
Rest in peace George/Dad! al'nd Palqma Nakamura; and sister, Shlgeko Yoshimura; along with many nephews and
A celebration of life will be held at a date and time to be determined at the Middletown nieces. His wife, Grace, predeceased him. ) )
United Methodist Church. Both George and Kim’s remains will be interred at Forest Lawn In lieu of flowers, please make donations to your favorite charity or the Go for Broke
Hollywood Hills, Court of Remembrance. National Education Center, goforbroke.org/support/donate (Yoshio C. Nakamura fund)
www.fukuimortuary.com (213) 626-0441
s /A J
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Gardena Buddhist Church
1517 W. 166th St, Gardena
90247, 310-327-9400. Garden-
abuddhistchurch.org. March 15
(Sun), 9:30 am—Hybrid Sunday
service: virtual and in-person.
For Zoom link, please register
on our website: www.garden-
abuddhistchurch.org. To attend
in-person, please follow all safety
protocols. March 16 (Mon), 7
am—Virtual Meinichiko service,
monthly service held on the 16th
to honor Shinran Shonin. For
Zoom link, please register on
our website: www.gardenabud-
dhistchurch.org

Grace First Presbyterian
Church, 3955 N. Studebaker Rd.,
Long Beach, (562) 420-3393,
www.gracefirst.org. Pastor Dr.
Marion Park. Traditional service
at 9 am, visit our website: www.
gracefirst.org for online service.
Praise service at 11 am. Fellow-
ship after each service. Com-
munity Food Bank on the first
Saturday of each month, Room
409. Preschool enrollment, 18
mos. to 5, is open. Please join
us for Bible study, yarn crafting,
quilting, seasonal festivals, choir,
bells, and taiko. Check schedules
on our website.

Higashi Honganji Buddhist
Temple 505 E. 3rd St, L.A.
90013, 213-626-4200. hhbt-la.
org. Rinban Kenjun Kawawata.

Jodoshu North America Bud-
dhist Missions P.O. Box 11068,
Torrance, CA 90510, 213-346-
9666.

Koyasan Buddhist Temple 342
E. Ist St, L.A. 90012, 213-624-
1267. www.koyasanbetsuin.org.

Las Vegas Buddhist Sangha
4110 N Martin Luther King Blvd,
North Las Vegas, NV 89032,
702-483-9754. LVBS.org. Led by
Bishop Rev. Marvin Harada and
minister’s assistants. Please join
us every 2nd and 4th Sunday of
the month at 10 am.

L.A. Hompa Hongwanji Bud-
dhist Temple 815 E. Ist St, L.A.
90012, 213-680-9130. nishihong-
wanji-la.org, Rimban William
Briones. Services are back in-
person. We do recommend that
masks be worn while indoors.

Long Beach Buddhist Church
2360 Santa Fe Ave, Long Beach
90810, 562-426-4014. Sunday
service at 10 am followed by
a social hour at 11 am. Zazen
meditation is on Sunday morn-
ings from 8:30-9:30 am. Zazen
meditation and Dharma talk
every Wednesday from 7:30-
8:30 pm. Ondo for exercise class
every Friday from 7:30-8:30
pm. March 14 (Sat), 1:30 pm—
Ikebana class. March 15 (Sun),

10 am—Spring Ohigan service.
March 21 (Sat), 1 pm—Kime-
komi doll making class. March
22 (Sun), 10 am—Regular service.
March 28 (Sat), 1:30 pm—Ikebana
class. March 29 (Sun), 10 am—
Shotsuki service for those who
passed in April.

Montebello Plymouth Congre-
gational Church 144 S. Green-
wood Ave. Montebello CA 90640,
(323) 721-5568, Montebelloucc.
org. Join us for in-person and
online worship service at 10 am
Sunday mornings or Youtube.
com/mpccucc. Contact mpcc@
montebelloucc.org for details.

Orange CountyBuddhist Church
909 S. Dale Ave, Anaheim 92804,
714-827-9590. Ocbuddhist.org.
March 14 (Sat), 7 pm—Zoom BEC
Japanese class (Rev Dr Mutsumi
Wondra). March 15 (Sun), 8:30
am—Mindfulness service (in-
person); 10 am—Sunday service
(hybrid); 11 am—Adult discussion
and Dharma School (in-person).
March 16 (Mon), 10:30 am—In-
person BEC Japanese class (Rev
Dr Mutsumi Wondra). March 17
(Tue): Office closed. March 18
(Wed), 7 pm—Zoom mindfulness
service. March 19 (Thur), 9 am—
Tai chi class (in-person). March
21 (Sat): Spring Ohigan seminar
(in-person only); 9 am—Short ser-
vice; 9:30 am—English seminar;
11 am—Japanese seminar, speaker:
Rev Ryuta Furumoto, Senshin.
March 22 (Sun): No mindfulness
service; 10 am—Spring Ohigan
service (hybrid), Rev Ryuta Fu-
rumoto, Senshin. March 24 (Tue):
Office closed. March 25 (Wed), 7
pm—Zoom mindfulness service.
March 26 (Thur), 9 am-Tai chi
class (in-person). March 29 (Sun),
8:30 am—Mindfulness service (in-
person); 10 am—Sunday service
(hybrid); 11 am—Adult discussion
and Dharma School (in-person).

Pasadena Buddhist Temple
1993 Glen Ave, Pasadena 91103,
626-798-4781. Pasadenabuddhist-
temple.org. Resident minister:
Rev. Jundo Gregory Gibbs. March
14 (Sat), 2 pm—Buddhist study
class formal study, start anytime.
March 15 (Sun), 10 am—Spring
Ohigan service, Dharma message
in English, “Virtues Arise Natu-
rally.” The public is welcome.
New members recognition during
the service (50 min). March 17
(Tue), 11 am—Informal Buddhist
discussion, join anytime (35 min);
1 pm-Tai chi as exercise, Yang
style, Cheng-man Ching lineage,
senior-friendly (40 min); 6 pm—
Meditation class (50 min). March
19 (Thur), 1 pm—Tai chi exercise
class, start anytime (40 min).

Senshin Buddhist Temple 1311
W. 37th St, L.A. 90007, 323-731-
4617. senshintemple@gmail.com,
senshintemple.org.

SNI Church (Seicho-No-le)
South Bay Center 14527 S. Ver-
mont Ave, Gardena 90247.

SNI Church (Seicho-No-le) Or-
ange Center 2225 E. Lincoln Ave,
Anaheim, 92806, 714-776-5759.

Union Church of L.A. 401 E.
Third St, L.A. 90013, 213-629-
3876. www.unionchurchla.org.
Email: English@unionchurchla.
org, Nichigo@unionchurchla.org
Weekly worship is held at 11 am
in-person and on Zoom.

Venice Hongwanji Buddhist
Temple 12371 Braddock Dr.,
Culver City, 90230. 310-391-
4351. vhbt.org. We are open for
in-person Sunday and Tuesday
morning services at 9:30 am,
except for Tuesday, March 17.
Services are also conducted by
Zoom as well. Special services
include the following: On Sun-
day, March 15, at 10 am, we will
hold our Spring Ohigan Equinox
service, followed by Otoki lunch.
On Sunday, March 22, at 9:30
am, we will hold our Tsuki Tsuito
Hoyo monthly memorial service,
remembering those who passed
away during the month of March
over the years. On Sunday, March
29, at 10 am, we will hold our
annual Hanamatsuri/Hatsumairi
service celebrating the birth of the
Buddha. In conjunction, we will
also be holding our Hatsumairi
ceremony, when our young ones
are presented to the Buddha and
Sangha for the first time. Service
will be followed by Otoki lunch.
Please contact the temple to ar-
range for participation in the Hat-
sumairi ceremony. Please check
our website for more information.

W. Covina Buddhist Temple
1203 W. Puente Ave, W. Covina
91790, 626-689-1040. living-
dharma.org. On Sunday, March
15, Sunday service will be held
online only at 10:30 am. Dharma
message will be delivered by Rev.
Brenion. Please contact the temple
(webt.livingdharma@gmail.com)
to receive a meeting ID and pass-
code to join the service online.

W.L.A. Buddhist Temple 2003
Corinth Ave, L.A. 90025, 310-
477-7274. Rev. Koho Takata
and Rev. Koe Umezu. March 14
(Sat), 10 am—Shoshinge chant-
ing; 11 am—Buddhism beyond
mindfulness. March 15 (Sun), 10
am—Dharma service; 11 am—Sun-
day matinee. March 21 (Sat), 11
am—Spring Higan seminar. March
22 (Sun), 10 am—Spring Higan
service.

Wintersburg Presbyterian
Church 2000 N. Fairview St,
Santa Ana 92706, 714-740-9400.
wintersburg.org.

Zenshuji Soto Mission 123
S. Hewitt St, L.A. 90012, 213-
624-8658. Check for details and
schedule changes: www.zenshuji.
org. Zen Aerobics for Seniors and
their family and friends on Sun-
days, 1 pm offered online Zoom
and in-person when conditions are
deemed safe. Call to confirm the
schedule and check the website
for additional classes.

ERTISE IN THE RAFU SHIMPO!
CALL (213) 629-2231

relatives.

Glenn Yoshiro Bungo

A private graveside funeral service
for Glenn Yoshiro Bungo, 91-year-old,
Kingsburg, Calif.-born Nisei who passed
away peacefully on January 7, 2026 was
_ | held on Saturday, February 28, 2026, at
B Green Hills Memorial Park, with Rev.
Koho Takata from West L.A. Buddhist
Temple officiating.

He is survived by his beloved sons,
Keith (Elaine) and Jerry (Linda Mueller) Bungo; daughters,
Carole (Victor) Yokoi and Sharlene (Mark) Shinmoto;
grandchildren, Justin and Alyssa Yokoi, Samantha (Craig
Jones) Shinmoto-Jones, Brittany and Danielle Shinmoto;
and also survived by many nieces, nephews, and other

www.kubotamortuary.com (213) 749-1449

We welcome submissions to our
Events Calendar. Email information
to jyamamoto@rafi.com.

MARCH 13-15 — Dragon Ball
Pop-Up Tour at The Shops at Santa
Anita, 400 S Baldwin Ave, Arcadia.
March 13-14, 10 am-8 pm; March
15, 11 am-7 pm. The pop-up event
will bring the globally popular anime
and manga franchise to Arcadia for a
weekend of immersive activities and
eclusive collectibles. Free and open
to the public; no pre-registration re-
quired. Info: https://shopsatsantaanita.
com

MARCH 13-27 — Cine Insomnia,
Fri at 10:30 pm at Landmark’s Nuart
Theatre, 11272 Santa Monica Blvd,
West Los Angeles. March 13, Hiro-
shi Inagaki’s “Samurai I: Miyamoto
Musashi” (1954), starring Toshiro
Mifune; March 20, Toshiya Fujita’s
“Lady Snowblood: Love Song of Ven-
geance” (1974), starring Meiko Kaji;
March 27, Yasujiro Ozu’s “Tokyo
Story” (1953), starring Chishu Ryu.
Info: (310) 473-8530, landmarkthe-
atres.com

MARCH 13-29 — “Sweet Char-
ity” at Jaxx Theatre, 5432 Santa
Monica Blvd, East Hollywood. Cast
includes Ai Yamato as Helene. Pre-
views: March 13, 14, 19; opening:
March 20; shows: March 21, 22, 26,
27, 28, 29. Thur-Sat shows at 8 pm,
Sun shows at 7 pm. Book by Neil Si-
mon, music by Cy Coleman, lyrics by
Dorothy Fields. Directed and choreo-
graphed by Jaxx Theatricals Artistic
Director Jeremy Lucas. Parking: 1110
N Western Ave. Tickets: JaxxTheatri-
cals.TicketSpice.com/Sweet-Charity

MARCH 13-APRIL 9 —“Guard-
ians of Beringia: Kami Kamuy — A
Ceremic Retrospective on Ainu,
Shinto, and Native American Spirit
Worlds” at Japan Foundation Los
Angeles, 5700 Wilshire Blvd, Ste
100, Los Angeles. Hours: Mon-Fri,
12-6 pm; Sat, 10 am-3 pm; closed
Sun and holidays (March 20). In this
transpacific dialogue, visual anthro-
pologist and artist Dr. Luis Garza
visually articulates the syncretism
between the Ainu concept of kamuy
(nature spirits), the Shinto worship of
kami (deities), and the Mesoamerican
notion of nawal (spiritual force). Info:
www.jflalc.org/event-details.php/339/
guardians-of-beringia-kami-kamuy-a-
ceramic-retrospective-on-ainu-shinto-
and-native-american-spirit-worlds

MARCH 13-APRIL 11 — “Sing-
ing Forest” at Nonaka-Hill Los Ange-
les, 720 N Highland Ave, Los Angeles.
Hours: Tue-Sat, 12-8 pm; closed
Sun-Mon. A two-person exhibition
featuring glass sculptures by Ritsue
Mishima and paintings by her son,
Anju Michele. In their first exhibition
in LA, the Kyoto- and Venice-based
artists engage in a materially intimate
dialogue. From the transparency of
Mishima’s sculptures to the shimmer
of Michele’s paintings, they evoke
flickering light and colors rising from
a forest once engulfed in flames, pay-
ing homage to the city in an immersive
installation. Info: (323) 450-9409,
www.nonaka-hill.com

MARCH 13-APRIL 12— “From
Strand to Sculpture: Contemporary
Japanese Basketry” at The Gamble
House, 4 Westmoreland P, Pasadena.
Hours: Closed Mon and Wed; Tue,
10:30 am-2 pm; Thur-Sat, 11:30 am-4
pm; Sun, 12-4 pm. Exhibition of bam-
boo art crafted by highly skilled and
specialized artists, featuring pieces
on loan from the collections of Carl
and Marilynn Thoma and Thoma
Foundation in Dallas. Artnight, March

e

Nancy Ota

Nancy Ota (85) passed away peacefully on October
26, 2025. She was preceded in death by her husband,
HirokazuOta,and brother, Harvey Omata.Sheissurvived
by children, Doug (Peggy) Ota and Karin (Michael)
Langford; granddaughters, Taylor (Jordan) Gilles and
Kendall (Justin) Nguyen; great-granddaughter, Logan
Gilles; and many nieces and nephews.

Celebration of life will be held Saturday, March
28, at 10:30 a.m. at Anaheim Revive Church, 1001 N.
Mayflower Street, Anaheim.

www.fukuimortuary.com (213) 626-0441

N

\

N

2026.

other relatives.

Gary Koji Endow
Gary Koji Endow, 81-year-old, Salt Lake City, Utah-

born Sansei, passed away peacefully on February 24,

He is survived by his beloved wife, Noreen Rayko
Endow; daughter, Kristeen (Roy) Minami; son, Kevin
(Melissa Nishimoto) Endow; six grandchildren; five
great-grandchildren; and also by nieces, nephews, and

www.kubotamortuary.com (213) 749-1449

w

13, 6-10 pm (free). Focus tour, March
15, 10-11:30 am ($30 members, $40
non-members). Sake-tasting, March
20, 7-9 pm ($40 members, $50 non-
members, must be 21+). Info: https://
gamblehouse.org

MARCH 13-APRIL 12 — “Dear
Uncle Tani” at Grand Central Art
Center, 125 N Broadway, Santa Ana.
Hours: Closed Mon; Tue-Thur, 11
am-4 pm; Fri-Sat, 11 am-5 pm; Sun,
11 am-3 pm. Exhibition of artworks
and writing by Japanese-Uchinanchu
ceramicist, painter and educator Dane
Nakama and their grand-uncle, Kiyo-
shi “Tani” Iguchi. Through Iguchi’s
letters and photographs, relics of a life
cut short by WWII, Nakama charts the
tremors between memory and myth,
tenderness and solitude, uncover-
ing how the echoes of nationalism
continue to haunt the living. Free and
open to the public. Info: www.grand-
centralartcenter.com

MARCH 13-APRIL 12— “Kane-
mitsu on Traction” at Musée du Al,
1343 Allesandro St, Los Angeles.
Matsumi (Mike) Kanemitsu (1922-
1992) was an American artist whose
life and work unfolded across borders,
cultures, and some of the defining
events of the 20th century. The ex-
hibition focuses on the lithographs
and woodcuts he produced between
1970 and 1990 — the body of work
he developed while living and work-
ing on Traction Avenue in LA’s Arts
District. Hours by invitation or by
appointment. Info: (213) 422-0446,
www.museedual.com

MARCH 13-MAY 3 — “Pic-
tograms: Iconic Japanese Designs”
at Japan House Los Angeles, 6801
Hollywood Blvd, Hollywood. This
exhibition explores pictograms as a
powerful form of visual communica-
tion that continues to build pathways
for sharing culture. Visitors will learn
about the role of designers at Japan’s
Nippon Design Center (NDC) in
shaping modern pictograms, and
experience hands-on opportunities
to understand how pictograms are
designed, refined, and brought to
life. Hours: Mon-Fri, 11 am-7 pm;
Sat-Sun, 11 am-8 pm. Info: www.
japanhousela.com

MARCH 13-AUG 1—“2-Yokai”
by Andy Fedak and Bruce Yonemoto
at Peter and Merle Mullin Gallery,
ArtCenter College of Design, South
Campus, 1111 S Arroyo Pkwy, Pasa-
dena. Hours: Wed-Sat, 12-5 pm. The
exhibition brings together animation,
film and installation to explore the
Japanese mythological spirits known
as yokai, specifically the kappa and
the nurikabe, through surrealist nar-
ratives that draw on Japanese folklore
to understand our own contemporary
world. Free admission. Venue info:
www.artcenter.edu

MARCH 13-SEPT 6 — “Mythi-
cal Creatures: The Stories We Carry”
at USC Pacific Asia Museum, 45 N
Los Robles Ave, Pasadena. An im-
mersive journey through myth and
the immigrant story, drawing approxi-
mately 100 objects from USC PAM’s
significant collection — which spans
more than 5,000 years — blending
them with new media technology
and works by more than 20 contem-
porary artists, including Dinh Q. Lg,
Lily Honglei, Wendy Park, Momoko
Schafer, Kyungmi Shin, Sanjay Vora,
Lauren YS. Hours: Wed-Sun, 11 am-5
pm; closed Mon-Tue. Free admission.
Info: (626) 787-2680, https://pacifica-
siamuseum.usc.edu/

MARCH 14-AUG 22 — Little
Tokyo Farmers’ Market, 9 am-2 pm
every Sat at Isamu Noguchi Plaza,
244 S San Pedro St, Little Tokyo. Pre-
sented in partnership by JACCC and
Food Access LA, this weekly market
brings together fresh, affordable pro-
duce, rich cultural experiences, and
meaningful community connection.
Info: https://jaccc.org/events/little-
tokyo-farmers-market-2026/

MARCH 15 — Performance
engagement with Fac Xtra Retreat,
a collective of 7 LA-based Asian
American artists and educators, 10
am-6 pm at Getty Center, 1200 Getty
Center Dr, Los Angeles. Ei Arakawa-
Nash, Patty Chang, Pearl C. Hsiung,
Amanda Ross-Ho, Anna Sew Hoy,
Shirley Tse, and Amy Yao will engage
in performance with public participa-
tion across the Getty Center campus.
Info: www.getty.edu

MARCH 17 — “Investing in the
Next Economy: Japan-US Innova-
tion, Capital, and the Industries of
Tomorrow” at University Hall, Loyola
Marymount Univrsity, 1 LMU Dr,
Los Angeles. Registration 3:30 pm;
program 4-6 pm; networking recep-
tion 6-7 pm. Japan America Society of
SoCal’s 2026 Japan Currents seminar
features Anthony Vetro, president/
CEO, MRL and deputy head of R&D,
Mitsubishi Electric; Kazuhiro Gomi,
president/CEO, NTT Research Inc;
Suzanne Basalla, partner, Geodesic
Capital. They will discuss how the
US and Japan can work together to
strengthen innovation ecosystems,
support emerging industries, and build
sustainable economic growth. Free;
paid parking ($15) available on cam-

pus. Info/registration: www.jas-socal.
org/event-6442471

MARCH 19 — Little Tokyo
Breakfast Club, 8:30-10 am at Toshizo
Watanabe Culinary Cultural Center
and James Irvine Japanese Garden,
Japanese American Cultural & Com-
munity Center, 244 S San Pedro St,
Little Tokyo. Guest speaker: Chris
Fitzerald, executive director of Ki-
zuna, a supporter of youth voice
and empowerment. Hosted by Steve
Nagano and Jane Matsumoto with
a home-cooked Japanese breakfast
prepared by Chef Gary Matsumoto.
$10 (fees included). Info/tickets:
https://jaccc.org/events/little-tokyo-
breakfast-club-march-2026/

MARCH 19 — “Clinical Trials:
How You Can Be a Part of the Next
Great Scientific Discovery,” 2-3
pm via Zoom. Hear from the Mary
S Easton Center for Alzheimer’s
Research and Care at UCLA. Regis-
tration: https://give.keiro.org/event/
clinical-trials-how-you-can-be-a-part-
of-the-next-great-scientific-discov-
ery-with-mary-s-easton-center-for-
alzheimers-research-and-care-at-ucla/
e765115

MARCH 19 — The Ojiis, 7-10
pm (5:30-7 pm for Steak Night) at
Gardena Elks Lodge, 1735 W 162nd
St, Gardena.

MARCH 21 — Japanese Cem-
etery Cleanup, 10 am-12 pm (or until
finished) at Oxnard Cemetery, Etting
Rd and Pleasant Valley Rd, Oxnard.
Hosted by Ventura County JACL and
USC Day of SCervice. For gardening
cleanup and trash removal, volunteers
are asked to bring gardening gloves,
hoe, shovel, rake, hat, beach chair or
camping chair, trash bags. Bottled
water and light refreshments will
be provided. Info: VenturaCounty-
JACL@gmail.com

MARCH 21— JANM Book Club
presents Naomi Hirahara’s “Crown
City,” 2-3:30 pm at Japanese Ameri-
can National Museum’s Democracy
Center, 100 N Central Ave, Little
Tokyo. Tickets: $5 general, free for
JANM members. Info: www.janm.org

MARCH 21 — “KOTOism,”
7:30-9:30 pm (doors open at 7 pm)
at Folk Music Center, 220 Yale Ave,
Claremont. A special collaboration
bringing together a blend of global
influences and family talent: Grammy
winner Yukiko Matsuyama (vocals,
koto); Yumiko Tsujimura (vocals,
keyboard); Hirotaka Ogawa (vocals,
guitar). Tickets: $25. Info: (909)
624-2928

MARCH 21-NOV 21 — Sashiko
with Sanae Suzuki, 10 am-12:45 pm
at Japanese American Cultural &
Community Center, 244 S San Pedro
St, Little Tokyo. Select Saturdays. Be-
ginner workshop: May 9, July 11, Sept
12, Nov 7. Mending workshop: March
21, May 23, July 25, Sept 26, Nov 21.
This series introduces the foundations
of Japanese stitching alongside the
art of visible mending. Designed for
both beginners and seasoned textile
enthusiasts, it offers a clear path into
sashiko, from cultural foundations
to practical, sustainable repair. Each
workshop: $95 +$9.50 fee. Sashiko +
mending bundle: $170 + $17 fee. Info/
registration: https://jaccc.org/events/
sashiko-with-sanae-suzuki/

MARCH 22 — Queen Coronation
of Jacqueline Fujiko Naito, 1 pm at
Sugimoto Family Social Hall, East
San Gabriel Valley Japanese Com-
munity Center, 1203 W Puente Ave,
West Covina. Family and friends,
members and the community are
welcome to attend. Jacqueline will
make her debut as ESGVICC’s 44th
queen at the Cherry Blossom Festival
on April 25. Info: (626) 960-2566,
info@esgvjcc.org

MARCH 22 — Puccini’s “Tu-
randot,” 3 pm at Aratani Theatre, 244
S San Pedro St, Little Tokyo. Pacific
Opera Project presents a visually strik-
ing and emotionally charged journey
set in a magical world of ice and snow,
featuring internationally acclaimed
soprano Shannon Jennings in the
title role, award-winning tenor Clay
Hilley as Prince Calaf, POP favorite
Sara Duchovnay as Liu. In Italian
with English supertitles. Info/tickets:
https://jaccc.org/events/turandot/

MARCH 22 — Reading of
“Spoiled,” 7:30 pm at Atwater Vil-
lage Theatre, 3269 Casitas Ave, Los
Angeles. Written by Ken Narasaki,
directed by Alberto Isaac. In a darkly
comedic struggle between a second-
generation Japanese American mother
and son, we see the mother’s trauma
from the concentration camp and
the legacy it’s wrought. Part of Win-
terfest, EST/LA’s annual new-play
reading extravaganza. Tickets are
pay-what-you choose donation with
suggested minimum of $15. Info:
(323) 372-7733, www.estlosangeles.
org/event-details/spoiled-written-
by-ken-narasaki-initiated-by-david-
johann-kim

MARCH 25 — Japanese Home
Cooking, 2-3 pm via Zoom. NJ Na-
kamura and Hitomi Hashimoto, who
host a cooking class at San Fernando
Valley Japanese American Commu-
nity Center, will share their culinary
skills with the Keiro community.
Registration: https://give. keiro.org/
event/japanese-home-cooking-with-
nj-nakamura-and-hitomi-hashimoto/
€765284
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